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4. Map. Draw sKevun m uuixv .̂.̂ , . [ . ( 0 5 - 3 | 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 
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In Area no. Form no. 
MCUC 

NW CAMB. I I D 3 

Cambridge 

'Bs 22 70 Massaohusetts Avenue 

. Saint John's Roman Catholic 
Church 

Jnt use church 

snt owner Roman Ca tho l i c Arch ocesf 
Joston Corpora t ion Sole; RevT 
ription: Henry Barry . 

1904 

)urce_ Deed Records  

Tuscan Romanesque 

atect Waginnis , IValsh S. S u l l i v a n 

Exterior wall fabric b r i c k 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features impressive campanile 

a t r ea r o f church, t e r r a c o t t a decora-

t i v e f e a t u r e s , marble columns support-
i n g arched openings a t entrance. 
Altered Yes- p a r t o f Date 19 5 7 

church r e b u i l t a f t e r 19 5 7 f i r e 
Moved No Date 

5. Lot size: 

One acre or less Over one acreXXX 

Approximate frontage2 7 8 f e e t 

BiMPir.rcipi n 

30M-5-77 AsS£iSo<Z 1^4- 1*13 

Approximate distance of building from street 

10 f e e t 

6. Recorded by Bainbr idge Bunt ing 

OrganizationCambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm.  

Date 1965 



7. Original owner (if known)_ 

Original use r e l i g i o u s 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

IDT 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

XX 

9, Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

This Tuscan Romanesque s t y l e church was b u i l t i n 
1904 t o replace the parish's e a r l i e r b u i l d i n g of 1891. 
Flanked by'a F l o r e n t i n e - s t y l e 'campanile , i t i s executed 
i n b r i c k w i t h i v o r y , green and red t e r r a c o t t a 
d e t a i l i n g . Marble columns w i t h t e r r a c o t t a c a p i t a l s 
support f i v e arched openings, w i t h i n which are three 
entrances and above which i s a broad t e r r a c o t t a 
f a s c i a pierced by paired round arched windows. 

A 19 5 7 f i r e r e s u l t e d i n the r e b u i l d i n g of the nave 
area i n a s i m i l a r s t y l e as the o r i g i n a l . F o r t u n a t e l y , 
no damage was done t o the t a l l campanile to the rear of 
the church which i s ornamented w i t h ornate t e r r a c o t t a 
t r i m i n the b e l f r y area. The r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of the 
nave was designed by the f i r m o f Maginnis, Walsh S S u l l i v a n , 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

C5 

'.^./jtiv-r... 



St. John's R.C. Church 
22 70 Massachusetts Ave 

Photo: c.1905 
N.R.# NWC II.D.3 
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Reviewer 
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see continuation sheet 

technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Locat ion 

3. C iass i f ica t ion 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Locat ion of L e g a f P e s c r i p t i o n 

6. Representat ion in Exist ing Surveys 

7. Descr ipt ion 

. origin*' 
ntina 
imipoMd 

MM p i i n n l am* iiigtaat (M 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/Integrity 
datas 
boundary aalection 



6. S ign i f icance 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clari ty 
applicable cr i ter ia 
Justif ication of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

fhe resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. Major Bibl iographical R e f e r e n c e s 

10. Oeograph ica l P a t a 

UMT 

11. Form Prepared By 

12 . S ta te Histor ic Preservat ion Officer Cert i f icat ion 
n* aaakma* algrmiaiw d mia prarnni mman»»amaia: 

.nation*! 

I laomii Piamanman Ontum algimiura 

13. other 
Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed tn Z2A/ c/yly/ ^ 

Signed n M . p , , „ e : 202 2 7 2 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any Item may ba continuad on an attached sheet 



F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")  
Staple to left side of fo rm  
Photo number | j 0 ^ ' 31 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

50M-5-77 Asse^io-e \^^- IHS 

In Area no. Form no. 

NW CAMB. I I D 3 

1. Town Cambridge 

Addre ss 22 70 Massachuse t t s Avenue 

Name S a i n t J o h n ' s Roman C a t h o l i c 
Church 

Present use c h u r c h 

Present owner Roman C a t h o l i c A r c h oces? 
o f Bos ton C o r p o r a t i o n S o l e ; Rev. 

3. Description: Henry B a r r y . 

Date 19 04 

Source_ Deed Records  

Style Tuscan Romanesque 

Architect M a g i n n i s , Walsh ^ S u l l i v a n 

Exterior wall fabric b r i c k 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features i m p r e s s i v e campani le 

a t r e a r o f c h u r c h , t e r r a c o t t a decora -

t i v e f e a t u r e s , m a r b l e columns suppor t • 
i n g a r c h e d open ings a t e n t r a n c e . 
Altered Yes - p a r t o f Date 19 5 7 

c h u r c h r e b u i l t a f t e r 19 5 7 f i r e 
Moved No Date 

5. Lot size: 

One acre or less Over one acreXXX 

Approximate frontage2 7 8 f e e t 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

10 f e e t 

6, Recorded by B a i n b r i d g e B u n t i n g 

OrganizationCambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date 1965 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use r e l i g i o u s 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

XX 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

This Tuscan Romanesque s t y l e church was b u i l t i n 
19 0 4 t o replace the parish's e a r l i e r b u i l d i n g o f 1891. 
f l a n k e d by,a Florentine-s.tyie-"campanile , i t i s executed ' 
m b r i c k w i t h i v o r y , green and red t e r r a c o t t a 
d e t a i l i n g . Marble columns w i t h t e r r a c o t t a c a p i t a l s 
support f i v e arched openings, w i t h i n which are three 
entrances and above which i s a broad t e r r a c o t t a 
f a s c i a pierced by pa i r e d round arched windows. 

A 19 5 7 f i r e r e s u l t e d i n the r e b u i l d i n g o f the nave 
area i n a s i m i l a r s t y l e as the o r i g i n a l . F o r t u n a t e l y , 
no damage was done t o the t a l l campanile t o the rear o f 
the church which i s ornamented w i t h ornate t e r r a c o t t a 
t r i m i n the b e l f r y area. The r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the 
nave was designed by the f i r m o f Maginnis, Walsh 8 S u l l i v a n 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

A. 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM̂ SSIQN 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Connnunily: Form No: 
Northwest Cambridge NWC Cambridge 

I I . D . 3 

Property Name: Saint John's Roman Property Name: 
Ca tho l i c Church 

Indicate each item cn inventory form \Aiidi is being continued below. 

U n t i l the middle of the 19th century. Porter Square and Massachusetts 
Avenue developed as a s t r i p community along the highways t o Lexington 
on the west and Charlestown and Harvard Square on the east and,south. 
The Square i t s e l f was an important stage stop, w i t h a h o t e l , tavern, 
blacksmith shops and c a t t l e , market. The opening of the Fitchburg 
Railroad i n 1843 esta b l i s h e d d i r e c t communication to Boston, .and North 
Cambridge q u i c k l y became a bedroom community. While North (Massachusetts) 
Avenue from Porter Square t o Harvard Square q u i c k l y became a pr e s t i g i o u s 
suburban address, Porter Square i t s e l f and the s t r e e t s n o r t h o f i t 
developed i n a more modest fashion. The s t r e e t s n o r t h of the r a i l r o a d 
immediately a d j o i n i n g Porter Square were developed i n the 185 0-18 80 
period w i t h comfortable s i n g l e f a m i l y homes on small l o t s , while the 
st r e e t s f u r t h e r out Massachusetts Avenue developed i n the 1890-19 30 
period i n two fa m i l y houses and three deckers. Those who b u i l t close 
i n were Yankee and Protestant Yankee craftsmen and managers, while 
those who b u i l t f u r t h e r out were I r i s h C a t h o l i c s , the c h i l d r e n of 
immigrants. 

St. John's Church was b u i l t to serve the I r i s h Catholic community on 
outer Massachusetts" Avenue. I t d s d e s c r i b e d i n Report Five: Northwest 
Cambridge o f the Survey of A r c h i t e t r t u r a l H i s t o r y m Cambridge: 

A f t e r IHOO , three elaborate e d i f i c e s were erected i n North Cambridge 
by Roman Catholic parishes. St. John's, begun as a mission o f 
St. Peter's church on Concord Avenue, erected a b u i l d i n g a t 122 
Rindge Avenue i n 1891, designed by P a t r i c k W. Ford, on the present 
s i t e of St. John's Grammar School t h a t served both as school house 
and church. The present impressive b u i l d i n g of b u f f - c o l o r e d 
b r i c k and t e r r a c o t t a a t 22 70 Massachusetts Avenue was designed i n 
1904 by Maginnis, Walsh and S u l l i v a n and completed a year l a t e r . 
The most successful aspect of t h i s Tuscan Romanesque design i s the 
splendid campanile located w e l l back from the H o l l i s Street facade. 
Separated from the nave of the church by a low side a i s l e , the 
campanile appears even t a l l e r than i t s 100 f o o t h e i g h t , whose 
v e r t i c a l l i n e s are u n i n t e r r u p t e d by decorative elements except 
f o r s l i g h t i n d e n tations i n the b r i c k at each f l o o r l e v e l . The 
facade, approached by broad f l i g h t s o f s t a i r s , i s enhanced by a 
profusion o f t e r r a c o t t a ornament harmonizing w i t h the large cream-
colored marble columns which carry a b l i n d arcade across the main 
s t o r y . 

A serious f i r e i n 1957 necessitate the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of the uppei^ • 
p a r t of the church, i n c l u d i n g the second s t o r y o f the facade, 
a t t h a t time, the design was changed: the gable was lowered s l i g h t l y , 
r a k i n g parapets i n f r o n t of the side a i s l e s were e l i m i n a t e d , the 
rose window was g r e a t l y s i m p l i f i e d , and the p a i r of twin windows 
t h a t once flanked the rose window i n i m i t a t i o n of a church i n 

f>tfiYif-et -frr -tyyyrary-i-^^r r ^ T. (over f o r continuation) arapre zu niventory form at bottom 



Toscannel la , I t a l y , were de le ted . I n comparison to the o r i g i n a l 
des ign, the present upper s t o r y seems r a t h e r l i g h t , but a n ice 
accomplishment o f the remodeling i s the p a i r o f covered ves t ibu les 
which f l a n k the steps to the main entrance and lead to the lower 
church. 

The a l t e r a t i o n s o f 1957, wh i l e s e r i o u s , do not de t r ac t f r om the 
associa t ions o f the church w i t h the Nor th Cambridge I r i s h Ca tho l i c 
community. 

S t . John's Roman C a t h o l i c Church m e e t s ' c r i t e r i o n A o f the N a t i o n a l 
Regis ter due t o i t s a s soc i a t ions w i t h the development o f Massachusetts 
Avenue and Nor th Cambridge, most n o t a b l y the I r i s h se t t l ement on the 
outer reaches o f Massachusetts Avenue. 
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Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Mul t ip l e Resource Area 
State HS 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature  
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St. John's Roman Catholic Church (Cambridge MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MA 

resubmission 
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• Nomination raturnad for: . technical corrections cited below 
.substantive raasons discussad balow 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4. Owner of Property 

5. L o c a t i o n of L e g a l D e s c r i p t i o n 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in E x i s t i n g S u r v e y s 

7. D e s c r i p t i o n 

_ ^ summary paragraph 
_|_ completeness 
^ clarity 

e l t a r a t i o n & / l n i « l i t A'A 



8 . S i g n i f i c a n c e 

• t a t M K w i t •< t I t w H I c M i o (In • • • • p i r « i t M l » l 

Ly' 

summary paragraph 
comp le teness 
c la r i t y 
app l i cab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas 

checlced 
re lat ing s igni f icance to 

the resource 
context 
re la t ionsh ip of i n t e g r i t y 

to s ign i f icance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of excep t ion 
o ther 

9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 

AcK^pa of nocnlnated property . 

OuadranQte name 

UMT References 

V * f * a l >ouw<»nf tewrt^tion and j t n t m e a l l e n 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

Tha evaluated signlficarfce of this propefty wmiin the state is. 

natk>r\al stata tocai 

r HIstortc Preeervetion Officer stgnaturc 

1 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Ques t ions concern ing th i s nomina t ion may be d i rec ted to 

Signed Date Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s fo r any i t em may be c o n t i n u e d on an a t t a c h e d sheet 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 


