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1. Name
higoric Richardson Block

ad o common same

2. Location

street & number 113-151 Pear!| St.; 109-119 High St, n/a not for publication
na ...
city, town BOSLON vicinity of
025 Suffolk 025
state Massachusetts code county code
3. Classification
Category Ownership S™tus Present Use
district public occupied agriculture museum
bullding{s) A private unoccupied X_commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property
name multiple; see data sheet
street & number

city, town vicinity of State
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Suffolk County Registry of Deeds

dregt & numbar Pemberton Square

city, town Boston date Massachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of Historic Assets of the

title. conmonweal th nf Massachusetts has this property been determined eligible? yes

date 1980 federal state county
depoditory for survey records M assachusetts Historical Commission, 80 Boylston Street

city, town Boston state Massachusetts

local



7. Description Richardson Block Bp”“t.nn. Ma’-;

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorate@ unaltered original site
good ruins A altered moved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Richardson Block, located in Boston's Central Business District, is
composed of nine attached tnarble and brick commercial buildings with principal
facades on Pearl Street, secondary ones on High and Purchase Streets, and rear
walls facing Gridley Street. With the exception of 115-117 Pearl Street, the
buildings are four storie? in height and have marble front facades and side,
party, and rear walls of brick. Designed as a unit, the marble-fronted
buildings were built from 1873-1876 and exhibit the Neo-Grec architectural
style. Most of the storefronts retain cast iron columns and granite lintels,
but some are obscured by modern facades. Gomm elements among the
marble-faced group include incised floral ornament in the window enframements
and a variety of flat, triangular, and segmental arched-decorative lintels.
The regular fenestration pattern and continuous sill courses throughout the
buildings also contribute to their unified appearance.

Descriptive information on the individual buildings is organized beginning
with the unit at the corner of Pearl and High Streets, then progressing
southeastward building by building.

113 Pearl Street/109-119 High Street

This 5-by-6-bay corner structure is basically trapezoidal in plan with
diagonal corner bays at High Street's intersection with Pearl and Gridley
Streets. Marble is used for the Pearl Street facade, front, and rear corner
bays, while the High Street facade is of red brick. Window enframements vary
with each story. On the Pearl Street facade, those on the second floor
alternate flat and triangular pediments; those on the third floor feature
segmental arches, while those on the fourth floor are rectangular. Wooden
sash were removed in 1964 and replaced with awning-type aluminum windows.
Corregated metal extends across the facade at parapet level.

The High Street facade is six bays wide, having regular rectangular
fenestration at the fourth story. At the first through third levels, similar
openings fill the first and sixth bays while paired openings fill the third
and fourth. Within the third story's central broad segmental-arched window
enframement, the year "1873" is incised in a marble panel. Contrasting with
the brick wall surface are marble sill and lintel courses. Entrances are
located in the two corner bays and the first bay on Pearl Street.

Atlas research indicates that this was originally two separately owned
structures, but by 1890 they had come under single ownership. The architect's
drawings for this building indicate steps leading up to entries in the first
three bays on Pearl Street, while the fourth, fifth, and corner bays were shop
windows. Alterations in 1920 closed up two of the three entries. A scrolled
bracketed cornice, appearing to be of marble, crowned the facade, and the
hipped metal roof was surmounted by wrought iron cresting. The current
aluminum fascia was installed at cornice level in 1958.

Continued
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Address

113 Pearl
109-119 High St.

115-117

121-125

129-131

133-135

137-139

141-143

145-147

151 Pearl St.

Richardson Block, Boston, Mass
Continuation sheet
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Pearl

Pearl

Pearl

Pearl
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St.

St.

St.

St.

St.

St.

St.

Parcel # Date

4179

4180

4181

4182

4183

4184

4185

4186

4187

1873

1885

1874-76 Wm G. Preston

1873

1873

1873

1873

1873

1873

ltem number 2

RICHARDSON BLOCK DATA SHEET

Architect

Wm G. Preston

George W. Pope

Wim

Win

Win

Wm

Wn

Wn

Preston

Preston

Preston

Preston

Preston

Preston

date entered

Page 1

Owner Name/Mailing Address

Bruno Dunn Realty Corp.
113 Pearl St.
Boston, MA 02110

Sargent T. Collier

c/o Hamlen Collier & Co.
10 Liberty Square
Boston, MA 02109

Sargent Collier Trsts
c/o Hamlen Collier & Co.
10 Liberty Square
Boston, MA 02109

Sargent Collier Trsts
c/o Hamlen Collier & Co.
10 Liberty Square
Boston, MA 02109

Dorothy F. Billings
133 Pearl Street
Boston, MA 02110

Martin F. Gavin, Jr. Trsts
137 Pearl St.
Boston, MA 02110

Mass Bar Gel Corp.
141 Pearl St.
Boston, MA 02110

Nick Andritsakis, et al
147 Pearl St.
Boston, MA 02110

Antonio Natola, et al
149 Pearl St.
Boston, MA 02110
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#115-117 Pearl St.

This structure differs from the remainder of the group by its Victorian
Commercial style (built 1885), 5-story height and red brick material, but
maintains similar scale and continues the facade line along Pearl St. It is a
five story red brick structure which is 6 bays in width. It is a Victorian
Commercial style building which retains its square fluted cast iron piers and
lintel at storefront level. A contemporary storefront treatment is now
recessed several feet behind the piers. The cornice is composed of corbelled
brick coursing beneath a brownstone crown molding. End piers extend above the
cornice, terminate in metal caps and are inset with square terra cotta tiles
at cornice level. The regular fenestration is characterized by rectangular
openings, brownstone sill and lintel courses, and decorative brickwork at the
window reveals' vertical edges. Original window sash have been replaced with
metal frame one over one sash units. Star-shaped caps of iron tie rods are
located on the lintel courses between windows at levels 2-4.

129-131 Pearl St.

This building forms the centerpiece of the block, projecting slightly from the
remainder of the group. This three bay unit is set off by pilasters, and a
marble panel with "Richardson Block" in raised letters appears above the third
story windows. A metal modillion block cornice (which also extends across
numbers 119-127 and 133-135) crowns the facade and is capped by a triangular
pediment with palmette acroterion.

121-125, 133-135. 137-139, and 141-143 Pearl St.

Each of these buildings is three bays wide. Irr"#121-135, windows of the three
bays are now fitted with metal frame, one over one double hung sash and the
metal cornice is intact. #141-143 retains original 2/2 wooden sash on third
and fourth floors, but remaining windows are metal awning-type units.

Original fabric at storefront level is obscured on all three of these
buildings. Replacement brick is found at the cornice level from 133-135,
through 151 Pearl. Window enframements of #133-5, 137-9, 141-3 feature flat
pediments at level 2, segmental arches at level 3, and rectangular lintels at
level 4.

Continued
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145-147 and 151 Pearl St./163 Purchase St. comprise two units of 3 and 2 bays
respectively, on Pearl St. The fourth story wall surface has been largely
replaced by brick for #145-7. The corner bay of 151 Pearl St./163 Purchase
St. is rounded, and the Purchase St. facade is brick, 4 bays in width. Marble
string courses contrast with the wall surface. Window openings are
segmentally arched, but most have been filled in.

Although the buildings of the Richardson Block are located in a section of the
City that was ruined in the fire of 1873, the site must be considered as
having some archeological potential. Much of the Fort Hill area was lowered
after the fire, but given the scale of these buildings earlier materials may
have survived.






9. Major Bibliographical References

S continuation sheet

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property less than one
Quadrangle name Boston South Quadrangle scale ,000
UTM References

“Liiu |313,0|7,7 5| I M 9 30" q
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

cUJ I T .1 .l 1T TTTITeI 1ol .ol TLITIII

J L
J-J. 1L
Verbal boundary description and justification
Nominated properties conform to assessors' parcel numbers 4179-4187, inclusive.
This includes entire lots on which the buildings stand. See attached Assessor's Map.
List ail states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

| Grol Kennedy
nameftitle Boston Landnarks Gonmnssi on

organization Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion date fiay 1986

80 Boylston St, (617) 727-8470

street & nunier telephone

city or town Boston state Massachusetts 02116

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state X ~oca\

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures setforth by the National Park Service”

State Historic Preservation Officer signature VodtlAy*» Jk. N ONUANHXAMN

fm<> Executive Director, Massachsuetts Historical Commission H-,- io\TA 9.U

For NPS use only

| hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register
N

Entered In the
date

of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

US GQOHANMAENPRNIING OFFICE : 1983 O - 419-311
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The great fire of November 10, 1872, which levelled Boston's Central Business
District, also devastated the physical center of the shoe and leather
industry. All of the wholesale shoe and leather houses, except for a few on
Hanover Street, were burned; 229 wholesale shoe dealers, 189 leather concerns,
and about 100 firms in related businesses were destroyed. After the fire, the
district was rebuilt, and for several years, the trade continued to cling to
it. The Association headquarters relocated several tines after the fire, finally
settling in 1383, at 79-87 Bedford Street. This foreshadowed the move that
the entire district v/olcl make towards the Summer Street/Church Green area.
Eventually, the leather district moved into Lincoln and South Streets near the
railroad lines. That area is now listed in the ftetional Register as the
Leather Di strict.

During the 19th century, the property at 109-151 Pearl Street, which was owned
by the sons of Jeffrey Richardson, was divided into several lots. In
approximately 1856 a granite warehouse was put up on the site. A portion of
the land was acquired in 1858 by noted architect Jonathan Preston (father of
William Preston). Much of the Richardson Block was erected the year following
the great fire. Continuing the pre-Fire use, leather-related enterprises such
as hides and leather and wholesale boot and shoe dealers occupied the entir-e
block upon completion. By 1889, the firms noted in the Illustrated Boston
show that most of the block had been taken over by companies selling novelties
and patent medicines with the few remaining leather-related businesses dealing
mostly in harnesses and saddlery. Clearly the trade had moved on.

The Richardson Block provides an example of buildings conceived as a single
design unit, but in which individual owners were responsible for construction
on their particular parcel. Similar type commercial blocks in Boston are the
North and South Market Buildings and State Street Block. Such an ownership
pattern is reflected by the contrast of number 115-117 Pearl St., a later
(1885) red brick Victorian commercial structure in the midst of the earlier
(1873-1876) white marble Neo-Grec block. This parcel, two lots in 1874,
remained vacant for 13 years following the 1872 fire.

Continued
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Tre R chardson B ock typifies the Neo-Gec st?;I e. Thesill courses create a
horizontal enphasis which isintensified by the horizontal regularity of the
fenestration. (assical architectural elenents are expressed in the
edi nented and segnental |y arched wndows. Pilasters on the corners of the
ys are a vertical element, but their flattened appearence, al pnﬁ with the
heavi ness of the wndow surrounds, create a feeling of solid weightiness. The
floral ornamentation and varied fenestration are a counterpoint to this,
bringing alightness andinterest to an otherw se plain facade.

Tre Rchardson Bl ock, with its French inspired characteristics, reflected a
trend that vas typical of this period throughout the city. Boston, in the
1860s and 70s, was greatly influenced by French architectural ideas. During
the 1860s, Preston, Rchard Mrris Hint and Arthur Glnan were studyingin
France. The fire of 1872, andthe rebuilding it necessitated, providedthese
architects with nunerous oppurtunities to express their classical training.
Tre Rchardson Bl ock, while not as el aborate as nany of the buildi nPs desi gned
after thefire, isinteresting s a rare exanple of the Neo-Gec style executed
on a nore nodest scal e for comnmercial use.

INDM DA BJLO NS

113 Pearl .

Qonstructed in 1873, this corner structure was owed i n 1874 by Jeffrey

R chardson, heirs of Hisha N Holbrook, and Jerone A Bacon. In 1877, the
occupant of what is now#113 (1874 Atlas: #109-115; Whiting: #109-111) was
the firmof Davis 4 Wi tcon, boots & shoes i n cases.

115117 Pearl St

This structure was erected i n 1885 and designed and constructed by buil der
George W Rope for owner John Howvard Lee, wio was i n business with EL
Snborn as J.H Lee and ., sellers of boots and shoes.

Tre twolots of [and onwhich this building stands had been omed by Barnabas
Hinnatt inthe 1870's. Ewn L Sanborn purchased the property fromHanmat t
in 1835. The following year, the land with the new stores was conveyed by
Sanborn and Lee to Arioch Véntworth i n an apparent nortgage forecl osure.

\#énm%r'th vas | n business as Arioch Véntworth and ., narble workers, at 17
verhill,

’ Gont i nued
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Builder George W. Pope was responsible for a number of Boston buildings during
the 1870's to late 1890's, including: 707 and 727-731 Boylston, 22-24 and
26-30 Lincoln; 11-17 East; 85-89 Essex (the Edinboro Building); 71-73 Summer;
three houses at 144-148 Commonwealth Ave., and the West Newton Union
Congregational Church.

121-125 Pearl <.

This parcel ot the bl ock was vacant in 1874 and owmed by denent, ol burn and
., a boot and shoe concern then operating at 124 Siner . By 1877 the
Pear| Street structure was conpleted and occupied by M Fank Paige, dealer in
boot s and shoes i n cases.

129-131 Pearl St

This section of the R chardson bl ock was built in 1873, and owed in 1874 by
Isaiah D R chards. R chards and Sons were i n business selling wnes, cigars,
etc. at 87 Sate S. that year, while Caflin and Thayer whol esal e boot and
shoe deal ers were housed i nthe Pearl S. building.

133-135 Pearl &t

Erected in 1873, this building was owed i n 1874 by Josiah M Jones. Jones
and operated a hides and | eather concern nearby at 80 Hgh &. In
1877, the basenent was used for storage of green hidesS; the street level was
occupi ed by Thonas 0. Pray, boots and shoes i n cases, and |evels 2-4 were
vacant. 1923, the structure was the Boston office of J M Hiber, "one of
the largest manufacturers inthis country of Garbon, Back Dry (ol ors, _
Varni shes, Fne Letter Press, Lithographic, Rotogravure, News, Gonnc and Mgic
Inks" (Boston Heral d; Sunday nmagazine section. My 20 of July 1, 1923).

137-139 Pearl St.

Put up in 1873, this structure was owned in 1874 by the heirs of Isaac
Williams, when Andrew G. Smith, wholesale boot and shoe dealer, and Edward
Turner's hide and leather business were housed here. In 1877, leather trades
occupied the entire structure: basement and street levels of the building
were occupied by AW. Hayden ; floors 2 and 3 housed A.G. Smith jobbers, and
H.L. Daggat and Co. was located on the fourth floor. All were dealers of
boots and shoes in cases.

Continued
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141-143 Pearl St.

Built in 1873, this building was omed in 1874 by Albert Tirrell,
whose business was nearby at 149 Pearl. 1874 occupants included H. and DW.
Watrous, and Booth and Co., dealers in hides and leathers. Its occupants in
1877 were Booth & Co., storing salted sheep skins in the basement, Nichols &
Dalton, leather, on the first story, and the upper stories were vacant. By
1923, Dalton Lighting Fixture Co. was located here.

145-147 Pearl St.

Built in 1873; by 1874 the owner was John C. Bucknam whose wholesale
boot and shoe business was here, along with Bucknam, Rayner, and Co., dealers
in hides and leather. In 1877, street level and basement were occupied by A.
Knight, hides and leather; W. Mallard & Son, sheepskins, was at the second

floor, and E.F. Maynard, finisher of harness leather, occupied the 3rd and 4th
floors.

151 Pearl St.

Built in 1873, the structure was owned by Betsy Tirrell, with J. and
A. Tirrell and Co. (hides and leather business) and W. and C. Blanchard
(wholesale boot and shoe dealers) doing business here in 1874. In 1877 it was
owner-occupied by J. & A. Tirrell & Co., sole leather dealer.
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Entered | n the Action:
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CU owner objection

CZ] appeal
Substantive Review: e sample e request * appeal

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.Substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes no

7. Description

Condition Check one

excellent | | deteriorated unaltered
d |1 good I Iruins altered
CU fair CZl unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
CZ completeness

* clarity

| | alterations/integrity
o dates

|

I boundary selection

national Hegi eter

Working No. _

Fed. Reg. Date

Date Due oA
.RETURN.
.REJECT_

Federal Agency:

im NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
. see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
» original site
moved date.



, 8. Significance

* Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

, Specific dates Builder/Architect
i: Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

im completegesft

e clarffAr C> "W’

[Z] applicable criteria

CZ justification of areas checked

CZ relating significance to the resource

» context

CU relationship of integrity to significance
CD justification of exception

CD other

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

iJtle date

13. Other
CU Maps

CU Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date Phone
GPO 91 8-450

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet










































My 4, 195 fAMICEIVED
MY -. 1986

Massag:husetts Hi storical Ccmmission MASS. HiST. COMM,
Valerie A Tal mage

Executive Director

State Historic Preservation Officer

80 Boyl ston Street
Bost on, Massachusetts

Re:  145- 147 Pear| Street, Boston, Ma., 02110

V&, N kos Andritsakis, Anastasia Andritsakis, husband and wife, tenants
by theentirety - owners of aone-half undivided interest i nthe above
cautioned property and George Voul oukos and Aeitt” Voul oukis, hijsband and
wife, tenants by theentirety - owers of aone-half undivided interest
in the above captioned property, certifty that we are the owners of
said property and object tothe listing of this property and the

nom nation thereof tothe National Register of Historic Place.

Ni kos Andritsakis

Anastasi a Andritsakis

Geor ge VBuil oukos

4t UM Voul oukos

* - GWONEALTH OF MASSAai LEETTS
S HQAK SS % Mm4, 1986

Then personal |y appeared before inethe above naned, Ni kos Andritsakis,
Anastasia Andritsakis, George Voul oukos and ftiltf* Voul oukos, and acknow edged
the above statement to betheir free act and deed.

5 i Notary Public V7illiam Gol dberg
My Commi ssi on Expires: 8/ 10/1990



My 4, 1986 JO86

Massachusetts Historical Cam ssion
Valerie A Tal mage

Executive Director e ;
State Historic Conm ssion

80 Boyl ston Street

Boston, My, 02116

Re: 149-151 Pear| Street, Boston, Mi., 02110

|, Antonio Natola, certify tliat I aathe owner of the above captioned
oroperty and object t othe listing of this property andthe nonination
thereof t othe National Register of Historic Place,

Antoni o Natola

CORMIMZA THO- MSSACHEETTS
S HAK SS MY 4, 1986

Then personal | y appeared before ne, Antonio Natola, and acknow edged
the above statement t obe his free act and deed.

Notary Public WIIiamGoldberg
M Ccramssion Expires: 8/ 9/1990



The Commonwealth of M assachusatts

Office of the Secretary of State
Michad Joseph Connolly, Secretary

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Vderie A. Tdmage

E.xecutive

Director

Sale Historic Preservation  Officer

June 12, 1986

Garol Shull _
Chief of Registration _
National Register of Historic P aces

. Dept. of Interior, NS

PO Box 37127
Véshington, DC 20013-7127

Dear M. Shull: " " . .

Encl osed yduwill find fifteen nomnations forns for propertiesin Boston

and R chnond, Massachusetts. Heven of the Boston properties are being

submtted for Determnations of Eligibility dueto ower objection.

&e_rem&i ning propertiesare being submtted for nomnation tothe National
gister.

Qwner obj ections have been received for the Ap?I eton, Auchmuty, Federal
Reserve, 20-30 Bronfield, Henerway, National Bank, Parker House,
tI)Dh.ole(rju X, Rchardson, Sears Block and Gescent, and Trenont Tenpl e

ui I di ngs.

All of the properties have been voted eligible by the State Review Board

and have been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Qaners
were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before
the meeting and were afforded t he opportunity to conment. Conments received
todate are attached tothe nomnation forns.

tncerely,

Sarah Zi nmer nan
Director of Preservation Planning

I'sjz
enc.

JWN 25198D

80 Boylgon Stredt, Boston, Massachusatts 02116 (617) 727-8470
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NAME OF FEItaON PLACIN«/NEC EIVIN* CALL TITLE

FHB-8-22
June 1978

TIME OF

So. U nmtdmd)

CALL.



The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

Office of the Secretary of Slate
Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Vaerie A. Tamage

E.xecutive Director

Sate Historic Preservation Officer

August 21, 1987

M. Martin F. Galvin,Jr .
Frances Realty Trust
85 Regatta Road

North Weynouth, N\ 02191
RE: 135-137 Pear!| Street, Boston, M\ 02110
Dear M. Gal win:

The Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion i sinreceipt of your

letter, dated August 1Q, 1987, informing us that your client
intends t oobject tothelisting of tTiar property, "part of the Rich-
ardson Block, on theNational Register of Historic Places.

Your letter was received outside theperiod of comment established
under t he National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, 36 CGFR Part
60. V& have checked our records andhave determ ned that al | pro-
per procedures were followed by t he Massachusetts Historical Com
m ssion as part of t henomnation process. All owners of record
were not ified "and a majority of owners di dnot object t othe pro-
posed listing. The nomnation was sent t othe National Park Ser-
vice andwas listed i nthe National Register on August 9, 1986.

Because t he property has already been listed, we have forwarded
your letter t othe National Park Service.

Sincerel J,

Valerie A Tal mage
Executive Director
State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

cc: Carol Schull, Keeper, National Register of Historic Places

Judith McDonough, Executive Director, Boston Landmarks Comm ssion
enclosure [
VAT/ BF

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 M fry
I d lvoi



Martin F. Galvin, Jr.

85 Regatta Road
N Weynout h, M.

August 10, 1987

Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion
80 Boylston Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02116

Attention of Ms. Valerie Tal mge

Re: Frances Realty Trust

Ri chardson Bl ock

135-13" Pearl| Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02110

Dear M. Tal mage:

In response to your letters dated June 13, 1986

and June 5, 1987, inform ng our client that the

above-naned property has been accepted for list-
ing i nthe Natural Register of Historic Places,

you are hereby notified that i ti sthe intention
of allthe stockholders of Frances Realty Trust

to object tothelisting of 135-137 Pearl| Street
in the National Register

I'f you have any questions regarding this matter
or require any further documentation fromthe
parties, please feel free to contact ne

Very Truly yours

Martin F. Galvin, Jr.

02191

.07



