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Historic Nane Harold H Anthony House

Wse:  Present Resi dence

Original Residence

CESCH PTI ON

Dat e 1922

Sour ce Assessor's records
Style Geor gi an Revi val

Architect R Clipston Sturgis

Exterior Vll Fabric brick

Qut bui I di ngs 2-car brick garage

Major Alterations (with dates) south porch

encl osed (1930)

Condi tion excel | ent

Moved no Dat e

Acreage approximately 1.7 acres

Setting one of the larger properties in
the area overlooking M. Hope Bay;

sinple landscaping, circular driveway

Recorded by R A Waring/K Flynn/ K Brooner
Organi zation Sr-ansea Historical Gonmssion

Date April 1978/ January 1986/ Cct ober 1989



NATI ONAL REG STER CRHER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Harold Anthony House, 132 Bay Point Avenue, retains integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, and associationand is significant on the local level.-
The house neets Criterion A for its associationwith the suburbanization of Gardner's Neck
in South Saansea i nthe early decades of the 20th century, and Criterion C as a prom nent

architect-designed house of brick, an unusual building material inresidential construction
in Saansea.

MOH TECTURAL SIGN FI CANCE Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terras of
other buildings within the community.

This elegant two-story brick house inthe Georgian Revival style was designed by

Boston architect R ClipstonSturgisin 1922. The gabled structure consists of arectangul ar
mai n block with two four-bay wi ngs extending south to;rard M. Hope Bay. The nain

entry i smarked by a full-height portico with Doric colums flanked by gabled wall dorners.
O the south elevation, a center-entryporch facing the bay is distinguished by

e-cposed rafters and paired colums; the porch was enclosed with nulti-pane sash ca. 1930.

All - w ndow sash on the brick elevationsare contained inbrick segnental-arch or

rectangul ar surrounds.

As a brick house, 132 Bay Point Avenue i s unusual in Snansea, where both year-round and
sunmer hones are general lyclad i nwood.

HSIDR CAL SIS H CANCE Exolain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the devel opment of the comunity.

This house was built on land at the end of Gardner's Neck and bought by Harold Anthony's
father, David M Anthony, in 18383 (see FormF149). The |and had been i n the Gardner
famly from 1594 to 1867, and had been used for farmng. M. David Anthony continued

to operate a farmon the property until 1895 when he built a summer residence facing

M. Hope Bay. H sold sone of his land along Lee's River and the Bay to Fall River
famlies who followedhis exanple and built sunmer hones. |In 1922, his son, Harold,
built this brick residence as a permanent hone. The younger Anthony was at the forefront
of the nmovenent to nake Saansea a suburban, rather than sinply a summer resort, town.

The next fifty years brought winterization of sumnmer hones throughout Gardner's Neck.

R ClipstonSturgis (b. 1860) of Boston had a varied career that focused on residential

and institutional design. Wth WIliamGChapnan and Robert D Andrews, Sturgiswas involved
in the addition of white marble wings to the Massachusetts State House i n 1914-1917.

H began his architectural career inthe office of John H Sturgis, and in 1888 succeeded

to partnershipwith WlliamR Cabot. Anong his other conmssions are the Arlington (Mss.)
Town Hal I, Whitinsville (Mass.) Library (1925), and a house i n Lancaster, Mass.

BLI GERAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

Assessor's records, Swansea, Mass. (1922).
Boston Public Library, Fine Arts Dept., Boston architects file.
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