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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The building wasferected ca. 1856 as/a long, rectangular, two 
story structure with a gable roof and two feet thick limestone walls./ 
While the building is only modestly pretentious, Greek Revival influence 
is suggested by the low pitch of roof, the design of the windows, and 
the use of cornice boards and cornice returns. Situated high on the 
edge of a bluff just west of the Missouri River, the house purportedly 
faced east originally and had a two story porch (probably removed prior 
to 1900) across the east facade. The walls of the Hamilton House and 
several other stone buildings of the 1850's and 1860's in Bellevue 
have been faced with grout for at least sixty years. Whether this use 
of grout is original to the buildings is uncertain. Grout-faced stone 
buildings in Nebraska are rare outside of the Bellevue area.

The Harry B. Patrick family have owned and occupied the structure 
as a private residence since August, 1941. In 1941-42 some alterations 
were made to the present front (west) doorway, which may or may not be 
original to the house. Although the Patrick family extensively remodeled 
the interior in 1941-42, they retained the early partitions. Formerly 
unattached to the house, an old summer kitchen was incorporated into a 
two story wing added to the east side of the house in 1956. The Patrick 
family, who have furnished the house with many antiques, now refer to the 
structure as "Riverton Lodge." The Patrick home and property occupy 
Bellevue lots C2, D2, and D5 in Section 31, Township 14 North, Range 14 
East. These three lots define the boundaries of the land now being 
nominated for inclusion in the National Register.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

Founded as a fur trading post early in the nineteenth century, 
Bellevue was Nebraska's only non-military settlement in existence 
prior to the territorial organization of Nebraska in 1854. Among 
the most important of Bellevue's surviving early buildings is the 
ca. 1856 Hamilton House. |It is one of the oldest dwellings in 
Nebraska and one of Nebraska's few extant buildings exhibiting 
Greek Revival influence. However, the building derives its 
significance primarily from its association with its first owner, 
Rev. William Hamilton (1811-91), a leading figure in Nebraska's 
early religious and political history. Father Hamilton, who occupied 
the house from about 1856 to 1867, was an influential pioneer 
missionary in Sarpy County and, later, in Thurston County. He first 
came to Nebraska in 1853 to direct the Presbyterian Indian Mission 
established at Bellevue in 1846. In 1854 he became intimately 
involved in the struggle over the location of the Nebraska territorial 
capital.! In 1856-58 Father Hamilton supervised the construction of 
the present Bellevue Presbyterian Church, believed to be the oldest 
church edifice in Nebraska. Most of his life was devoted to 
ministering to Nebraska's Omaha Indians.
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