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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The Stovall Residence is a large and commodious Neo- 
Classio^Revival structure of masonry construction. The house 
is square in plan with a central hall and two rooms deep. 
The hipped roof extends into a pitched roof on the south 
facade to cover the elaborate Classic portico. The portico 
extends the full two stories of the building and is 
characterized by monumental paired Ionic columns beneath full 
entablature, dentilled cornice and pediment. There is an 
oculus in the pediment. On the first floor of the house, 
within the portico and extending outside of it to the east 
and west, is an open piazza with miniature Ionic columns 
extending from a plain spindle post balustrade to a full 
cornice above. At the east and west corners of the house, 
the piazza swings out in a circular fashion and continues 
back the full length of the north and south sides of the 
building. At the rear of the building there is a two room 
wing, housing kitchen facilities, which balances the front 
portico giving complete symmetry to the structure. Fenestra- 
tion is regular throughout, windows being double-hung sash 
in wooden surrounds painted white. The main entrance on 
the south facade consists of double doors, glazed, with 
transom and sidelights. What was originally an identical 
entrance at the second level within the portico has now been 
enclosed and the top portion glazed to create a sun porch. 
There is one brick chimney on the east side of the roof which 
services two interior fireplaces.

The house is situated on a large open lot with a minimum 
of landscaping and a fine view of the Tampa Bay.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Stovall House is significant not only as a fine 
example of Neo-Classic Revival architecture, but as the home 
of two of Tampa's most prominent men. The house was built 
about 1909 by L.T. Tousda<Le, formerly of Jacksonville, who 
came to Tampa as the General Manager of the Florida Brewing 
Company in Ybor City. In 1915, the building was sold to 
Colonel Wallace J. Stovall, the founder of the Tampa Tribune 
A Kentuckian by birth and an orphan at five, Stovall and his 
twin brother Thomas started the Lake Weir Weekly independent 
at the age of 18. In 1889 he bought the Qcala Capitol from 
his brother-in-law, Thomas M. Harris and published two 
weeklies, the Polk County News (Bartow) and Sumter County 
Times. When the Tampa Tribune and Journal merged in 1893, 
Stovall came to Tampa and began a new paper, the Tampa 
Tribune. Stovall developed the Tribune into a leading 
Southern daily until 1925 when he sold the paper for $1.2 
million to a syndicate led by M.W. Lloyd.

Stovall invested heavily in commercial real estate, 
building the twelve-story Wallace Stovall Building, the 
seven-story Stovall Office Building, and the eight-story 
Stovall Professional Building. All were constructed from 
Tampa Tribune sales funds. The crash of the stock market 
undermined many of Stovall's investments and finally in 
1943 he sold his Bayshore mansion to William E. Lee. The 
house has remained in the possession of the Lee family 
since that time and today it is occupied by Lee's widow, 
Miriam Mays Lee.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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