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L
af%ﬁPlantation, located in the Arcadia Community and on a
rise overlooking the old Reedy Creek or Kentucky Road, is one
of the most ggmglete mid-nineteenth century. plantatlon com-
plexes left in East Tennessee

Dominating the site, which is in a hilly rural area, is a
two-story ten room house Although large, the house is a simple
rectangualr structure with a double-story ell. Most of the
exterior detail appears to be original’ including the shutters.

constructed. The main doorway with its squared pilasters is
1mpos1ng but not exceptionally well-executed.. Typical of struc-
tures in the area, 1s,Ihe_molded.hr1ck cornice. A gallery extends
the length of both floors of the wing. .

\ A

Four log structures remain on the property. The log barn has
beern covered partially with clapboards. The smokehouse has a
stone foundation and only a portion of its shingle roof. Of the
two other log outbuildings, one was supposedly the law study of
the builder's sons, and the second was occupied by a slave, "Aunt
Beck." The building to the south of the main house has been
restored, whereas the other three log buildings are in original
but deteriorating condition. The barn is used for storage, but
the others are vacant. A portion of the main house is lived in
by a son of the last owner. The yard, though unkept has handsome
trees and Boxwood. o
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Fain Plantation, one of the few nearly-complete plantations still
remaining in upper East Tennessee, is also one of the most promi-
nent sites along the old Reedy Creek or Kentucky Road. Both

the brick dwelling house and the log buildings are architecturally
_typical of the area. It is unusual, however, ip find the combina-
tion of structures still intact.

The house was built c1rca_l§§g_£gr Thomas Fain, a member of an
important early family in the Sulllvan'County area. Fain was
born in Blountville in 1809, and in 1841, purchased 306 acres on
which he was to build his plantatlon He became "remarkably
successful as a farmer and merchant™ (Goodspeed), which helped
in raising ten children. He also became active in the affairs of
Arcadia, the name the Fains applied to the community surrounding
them. In addition to serving as Arcadia's first postmaster, he,
along with two other local residents, gave land for the Reedy Creek
Academy. Following the Civil War, Unionist Fain allowed those
freed slaves who wished, to remain on the plantation and gave
financial aid to those who left. On the hill facing the house is
the Fain cemetery where both the family and slaves are buried.

Presently the complex is owned by heirs of the last owner, and is
for sale. 1Its future is uncertain.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
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forth by the National Park Service.
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If a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the
nomination is no longer under consideration by the NPS.
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Continuation Sheet

Arcadia (Fain Plantation)
Section number NA Page 1 Sullivan County, Tennessee

The Fain Plantation was listed in the National Register on April 11, 1973. The present owner has found additional
information. This docs not change the signilicance of the property. It does provide a different date for the construction
of the house; however, the precise date of construction is still uncertain. The owner would like the name of the National
Register listed property to be Arcadia. "Two documents showing the carlier use of this name are included with this
submission. Additional documents are available if necded.

Additional documentation

The property at Arcadia came [rom a land grant awarded (o Robert Samucel Brashers in 1792 for service in the American
Revolutionary War.  Brashers built a homestead log cabin just below the current rock wall, and passed the property to
his son Samucl. Samucl Brashers sold the land in 1841 1o Thomas Fam, grandson of Captain John Fain, who was killed
by the Indians in the Batte of the Sitka in 1788. Thomas Fain built a mercantile store, stable, and post oflice on the site
and was Post Master at Arcadia for 50 ycars.

Scveral stories exist as (0 when the 2-story brick house was built, but bascd on the date of 1876 inscribed on the top of
the cast lireplace, this may be the year the house was completed. (The top of the fireplace fell in the late 1960s, due to
lack of maintenance.) Thomas Fain passed the property to his son, Hugh, in 1886. In the depression of the 1890s,
Hugh Fain’s liabilitics came o exceed his assets, and the property was sold at public auction i 1898 to Charles C.
Ramscey, grandson of Jocl Ramscey, bodyguard to George Washington during the Revolutionary War.

The property has remamced in the Ramscey family until the present. C.C. Ramscy passed the property to his son John 1.
Ramscy in 1924. Jolm D. Ramscy dicd intestate in 1958 and estate was unsctiled until 1974 when Joseph H. Ramsey
acquircd the housc. Joscph Ramsey performed signilicant structural work  (rock wall, rools, porches) (o the poorly
maintained structure and probably saved it {from a wreeking ball.

Joseph Ramscey died intestate in 2000, and Lynn Turner, great grandson of Charles C. Ramscy, and wile Patricia, bought
the property in 2004. They began an extensive renovation of the property that continues today.  Significant cnough
progress had been made by April 30, 2004, that they were able to host the wedding rehearsal dinner for Anne Williams,
the great-great-great-great granddaughter of Thomas Fain, who built the housc.

Thomas IFfain named the house "ARCADIA". The housc together with his store, post oflice, livery stable, and cemetery
were such a dominant aspect of the arca that the surrounding community adopted the name ARCADIA. From this
compound, in addition to the 2-story brick house, live log structures survive today: spring house, smoke housc, corn
crib and 2 log cabins, known as (1) the Fain Boys' Study, where 2 sons of Thomas Fain prepared for their carcers in law;
and (2) Aunt Beck's Cabin, the residence ol a lormer slave of Thomas Fain.  Construction dates for these log buildings
arc unknown but are generally assumed to be various times between 1841 when Fain acquired the property and 1876
when the brick house may have been completed.
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