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Colby Hall i slocated on Herrick Road i n Newton near thecomrercial/ civic village of

Newt on Centre. The building and attached Chapel conprise approxi mately ANit-J*(Dy acres of
nom nated property surrounded by approximately 40 acres of open land. This' hilltop land
is on thecampus of t he Andover-Newton Theol ogical School. There i sa long sloping |awn
in front of thebuilding, and | andscaping around t hebuilding. A driveway encirclesthe
Hal | and t he Chapel.

Col by Hall was constructed i n1886 for t he Newton Theol ogical Institution, now Andover
Newt on Theol ogi cal School, t heoldest Protestant graduate theological school i n the
nation. The designer of this unique structure i sunknown. The chapel i s believedto
have been built i n1866 and was dedicated i n1897. | ntheintervening years it may have
been used for storage, work room meeting room or thelibrary before its conversionto
a formal place of worship.

Col by Hall i san unusual m xture of t he Second Enpire and Romanesque Revival styles?its
shall ow pl an and Mansard roof with pedimented doinmers arecharacteristic of the second
empire style but architectural detailing i sderived fromt he Romanesque style. The
three story structure i sof a light buff, rough cut stone with sandstone trim The
Mansard roof i scovered with scalloped and rectangul ar shaped slate tiles, and has four
stone end chimeys. Triangularly pedimented single and doubl e wi ndow dorners occupy
much of t heroof space. Large modillions support t hewidely overhanging eaves. The
corners of thebuilding arequoined. A sandstone watertable encircles thebuilding. A
sandstone stringcourse links thesills of thefirst story windows. Another belt course
defines thesecond story floor level. Fenestration i sround and semi-elliptical arched
and of contrasting scales. Al | w ndows, except dorners, areframed by sandstone bl ock
architraves.

The five bay wide facade faces north., | ti sdomnated by an inposing Ah story tower at
the eastern end. The tower i si nfive stages, each stage defined by a sandstone band.
.The first three stages reflect thefloor levels of themin body of thebuilding. The

first stage has triple arched 4/ 4 windows. The second has double arched wi ndows. The
third stage has a stepped chanber stop that forms a hexagon. The facade and t he east
and west sides of this stage each have an oculus framed by a Greek cross shaped archi-
trave. The fourth stage has a paired |ouvered openings framed by colums and set within
a circular arched window. A bracketed table gives rise totheconical slate roof above.
This i scrowned by a cross. The western end of t hefacade i sa two bay wide projecting
section with two symmetricallyplaced 8 light arched windows on thefirst and second
stories. There aretwodormers directly above. The recessed entrance section i sat the
center of thefacade. Three stone steps lead t ot hedouble wooden doors headed by a
sem -circular fan. This i s headed by paired arched wi ndows separated by an engaged
colum at its center. A double window dorner with triangular pediment occupiesthe

roof space overhead.

To thewest of thetower on t heeast elevation i sthemin body of thebuilding. It is
two bays deep with two 4/4 arched wi ndows onthefirst and second stories, andtwo
dormers above. The west elevation i sfour bays deep with 4/4 rounci arched fenestration.
The partially exposed basement has four three light w ndows.

The south (rear) elevation has six dormers. The chapel i sconnected at thebuilding's
south elevation. | tisa two story, gable and enclosed porch connected t ot hemin
building by a one bay deep, one story section. The east gable end has a smal | gabl ed
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one story enclosed entrance porch containing anarched wooden door. Above this i s a
triple round arched stained glass window | nthegable peak aretwosmall narrow, |eaded

glass casenents. The west gable endhas a full twostory three part window. Thecenter
portion of t hew ndow has four large panes. Thelower portion i shlind asarethe two
flanking openings.

The south elevation of thechapel has five sided, onestorj- apse. Each side has a single
round arched window with |eaded glass casement. There i sathree story fire escape on
the south elevation of thebuilding.

Col by Hall contains seven large, well | itclasroonms, asmall robing roomonthe first
floor, four offices ontheupper floors, and storage andrest roons i nt he basenent.

The structure has not been altered, andi si ngood condition. The chapel i sused daily
by thesemnary. Thelarger hall i s unused since 1960.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Col by Hall i sarchitecturally unique,, andhistorically significant t oboth the communitys
to theBaptist denom nation nation wide. Andover-Newton i st heresult of the unionof
Andover Theol ogi cal Seminary, founded i n Andover, Mass. i n1807, and t he Newton Theol ogi -
cal Institution established i nNewwon Centre at the Colby Hall site i n1825. The school
is theoldest Protestent graduate theological school i nAmerica. | ti sdedicatedto the
education of nen and wonen f or t he parish mnistry for theBaptist Church, theUnited
Church of Christ, andall Christians theworld over. Thevast majority of living graduates
of this institution receivedtheir semnary eduation i nColby Hall.

The building pre-dates many structures i nNewton Centra.Because of its hillside location,']
overlooking Newton Centre, there i savisual inpact forthecity residents aswell as
for thestudents, faculty, trustees and friends whocone t ot heschool regularly.

Sanuel Francis Smth wote thewords t o "Arerica" i n1832while attending t hesemnary.
Following hi sgraduationandordination. Dr. Smth served theFirst Baptist Churchi n
Newton Centre for many years. A plaque marking the location of hi shone i nthe Centre
was placed onthat site sone years ago by the Newton Centre Vénen's Club. Theclub
nmeets regularly at Colby Hall for its business and social events.

Students, faculty, trustees and friends of t heschool areconcerned about the restorati
and mai ntance of theproperty forfuture use aswell asforthearchitectural beauty ant®
historical valuerepresented.
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