FORMVA - AREA Formninbers inthis area Area letter

MSSACHEETTS H STCR CAL GCMISS ON o, 5o 104, 105, 106, 69
294 Véshington Street, Boston, M\ 02108 A-par B

Town Springfield

Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple toleft side of form

Phot 0 nunier

Nane of area (if any) Apremont Triangle

Generd date or period 1 9i n-1Q/6

Sketch nap. Drawa general nap of the area indicating propertieswthin it.
Nuntoer each property for which individual inventory forns have been conpl eted.
Label streets (including route nunbers, i f any) andindicatenorth. (Attacha

YMOABuUI | di ng

Tarbel | -Vters Building
Hot el Ki nbal |

G een Bl ock

Harris Bl ock

Bi m e Bl ock

Aprenont Triangle Park

Assessor's Map # #313, 402, 403 - Apb-
UM Ref er ence- 18/ 699340/ 4664080 Recorded by Fred Gark: Mrc’o “bb-ar
Springfield South (Quadrangl e Organi zation Springfield Historical

Conm ssion: ANF Inc.
Date MNarch 1979; June 1981

(Staple additionc/ sheets here)



ARCH TECTURAL 9 GN A CANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).

A The Aprenont Trianglei satriangular green space/park which iswell-contained on all
sides by a grouping of buildings designed expressly toharnonize with one another and
to conpl ement, i nscale and nassi n?, t he design and scal e of thepark. The parkis
bounded by si dewal ks Ld al | three of its outside edges. A paved path runs fromthe
center of the westem edge toa flagpole near thecenter of thepark. Landscapi n% '
consists of several Iar?e trees near the outside edges of thepark and a | ow, u-shaped
hedge of shrubs at theflagpole. A bronze plaque, comenorating the Battle of i”renmont,
France, i saffixed toa rough-hewn slab of granite near thepark's westem edge.

The Hotel Kinball i sthehighlight of thedistrict and forns thewestern edge of the
grotf%i ng. Itsrich detail and bol d massing work together todrawattention tothis end
of thepark. The Birnie Harris and G een Blocks were all designed by the Sanuel M
G een onpany as conpati bl e nei ghbors for one another and toforma clear edge to the
ability todesign using avariety of stylistic vocabularies. These buildings were

Hi t aM '*iteclfe?* "oMFl SgrfA27° A vAropm' o¥°areaf "'wa¥ ' ¢ a » M '
and how it affected cormunity; be specific).

The Aprenont Trianglei s one of the fewpublic open spaces providedin® downtown
Springfield for public use. It was developed i nafornerly residential area, but

not until 1924. A though t he Hotel Kinball was conpleted 1 n1910, therest of the
area di d not becone comercial until 1924. Inthat year. Pear|l Street was realignedto
join HIlmn, and Bridge Street was extended east toformthetriangle. The park was
dedicated as aWrld Ver | nenorial and i s naned after thefanous Vorld Vér battle

at Aprenont, France.

Commerci al devel odprrent of theareawas a |logical outgrowh of expansion in the
downtown. Located on arise above the downtown, this area boasted cleaner air than

in thenow congested downtown, and it al so coul d coomand a fine panoramc view of the
Connecticut Rver tothe west. For auto showoons,|arger spaces were needed that t he
old Main Street blocks could afford. |t was logical tolocate these showoons as close
to downtown as possible, but alsowthin range of theauto manufacturers, which were
mainly i nEast Springfield and Brightwood. The area has remained commercial inits
orientation, but retains a quieter pace than therest of doantown. This i sinpart due
to theconscious effort nadetocreate a park-1ike setting for thebuilding. Ihe
district neets criterion Cof theNational Register of Historic Places.
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The first floctr was originally occupied by Arthur E Center Inc., which was the |ocal
agency for Pontiac Autonobiles. 1 n1933, AE Center noved acrossthetriangle to the
Bi m e Building but retained this store for used car sales.

Samuel M Geen . occupied nost of the seccnd floor until M. Geen's death i n 1934.
M. Geen had forned his conpany of architects andengineers i n1908. The conpany was
particularly wel | suited for large technical projects and eaned an intemational
reputation. : . ..

105. Harris Block; 454-472 Bridge Street; 1925. Architect-Samuel M Geen (.,
Style-Connercial (classical). ,

This building i sone of three simlar structures desi ?ned by the Samuiel M Geen
Coi pany at Aprentnt Triangle. [|tstwo-story height, [imestone facing and
rhythmcal |y spaced openings are harnonious with theother buildings facing the
Triangle and help t odefine thestrong context of thepark. The entrances and
com ce decoration are characteristicCassical motifs which addvisual interest
to the desi %n. These buil dings replaced theformer large house |ots of what had
prew_ousl/\?1 een a residential nei ghborhood. The building is naned after Daniel L.
Harris, whose hone formerly stoodOTI thesite.

The bui | di ng was designed t o house five stores, with entrances on Bridge Street.
Upstairs were professional offices. The comer store was first occupied by Rolls
Royce of Anerica as their branch office and showoon. [ n 1920, Springfield had

been selected as site for the Averican headquarters and plant for the conpany.

Until this buildingwas conplete, all sales were handled at the East Springfield
factory. For several years, Rolls-Royce played amjor role i n theindustrial
devel opnent and auto i ndustry boomwhi ch Springfieldexperienced i nthe 1920's.

The showr oom houses t hree custon-built auto bodi es manufactured | ocally.
played aninportant role i n the Aprenont Triangle inmage as an auto-related

connercial area. Several auto repair shops |ocated nearby on Wnter Street;

and i nthe 1920's, several other auto showoons also were |ocated at theTriangle. £ .
The area's proximty tothecentral dowtown nade i t a conveni ent and

accessible locale for auto sales. » ,

106. Bim e Bl ock; 109-121 Chestnut Street, 1923. Architect-Sanmuel M G een
Styl e- Conner ci al (Modene). o=

This i satwostory buildingwhichisfacedwth linestone. [ts 192 G5conmmercial
design i senlived by Mbdene details. NoLo-

This i s one of three conmercial buildings designed by the Samuel M G een Gonpany

at i“remont Triangle. |t is naned after WIliam Bi m e whose houses fornerly
occupied thesite. Sixstores occupied the Chestnut Street frontage, wiile twolarger
stores were on Pear|l Street. These latter stores served as showoons for several

aut onobi | e deal ers. : »

Staple tolnventory form at bottoa
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represent a conscious effort to create a visually cohesive area, which was typical ¢
of city planning attitudes during the first quarter of hte century.

64. Tarbel-Waters Building; 144-154 Chestnut Street; 1924-1926
Architect-H.L. Sprague; Style-Conmercial with Gothic Revival Details

The building serves as an edge to the northwest comer of the Apremont Triangle
district. Its five-story height creates a transition between the taller Hotel
Kimball and the two-story Bimie Building. Architecturally, the building is an
interesting example of 1920's design. |t conbines Gothic Revival details at the
comice and upper stories with large windows achieved through modem steel con-
struction techniques. The storefronts remain largely intact.

Edwad Tarbell and Franklin Watters foimed a compay in 1915 to distribute auto
parts. Their business grew rapidly with the growing autonobile trade. By 1923
they were able to hire H.L. Sprague, Springfield's prominent architectural firm,

to design a five-story building. Twoyears later, another building permit wes filed
to build and adjoining large two-story building. This is the present structure. The
auto supply business occupied the first floors and the remaining portion was rented.
In the mid-thirties most of the tenants were doctors.

66. Hotel Kinbal; 134-140 Chestnut Street; 1910 Architect-Albert W Qobb; Style-
Renai ssance Revival .

This i s aninportant ocal exanple of Renai ssance Revival desi %n el ements adapt ed
to acontenporary hotel structure. [ts setting, adjacent to the open space of
Aprenont Triangl e, highlights the large scale and bol d nassing of the facade.
Careful attention todetall creates avery grand appearance for the hotel. Sty-
listic details include the rusticated stone base, arched w ndow openings with
stone voussoirs, vertical stone bandi ng, which creates a "quoined" effect, and a
richly articulated cornice profile of Classical derivations.

The Hotel Kinball wasthe first conmercial structure i nthe Aprenont Triangle
area and marked the transitionof the area fromresidential to connercial use. | t
was huilt in 1910 by apartnership of 50 Ieading busi nessnen who forned the .
Hanpden Hot el Gcnpany i nresponse t o a recogni zed need f or newhotel roons t o
meet the city's growng role as aregional trade center. Col. Charles H Tenney,
George W Sheeney and Charles W Shean headed this group and were |argely res?on-
sible for the hotel's early success. WlliamM Kinball, whose nane the hote

has retained,served asits first nanager. Reflecting the prosperity and confidence
of the times, the hotel was built at a cost of $1, 000,000 and was consi dered t he
|argest and finest hotel inthecity. It has the largest ballroomof any area
hotel. 1n 1923, anaddition was built, bringing the total roons to 309. It could
acconodate 500 guests and boasted every nodem conveni ence i nhotel acconodations.

The buil di n? vas designed by Al bert Wnslow Qobb, whowas better known for his
revival style residences than for his connercial projects. He also designed the
Steiger's store i nHartford and the Poland Springs Hotel i nMiine. Heisalso
renenered f or spearheading the drive to save i he Bulfinch Statehouse.

Staple to Inventory form at bott
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69. WN@ABUI | ding; 114-122 Chestnut Street; 1916,1929 Architect - Shattuck
5 Hassey; Style-Classical Revival

The MMCABui I dingrelates well to adjacent buildingsinterns of scale and nassing,
and with themdefines an edge of the Apranont Triangle district by enclosing its
southwest coner. The scale maintains the strong westem edge begun by the Hot el
Kimbal |, while the building' snortheast conmer waps around the coner of Hllmn
Street toeffectively orient its comer bay to the Triangle. Architecturally, the
YWCAfeatures Classical Revival detailing of white stone to accentuate the east and
north facades. This includes stone coursi n% at the ground and second floor levels
and two projecting three-bay bal conies at the second story of the east facade.

The bal cony bays are further articulated by five story brick piers \*lich extend
upward to frane round-arched w ndow openi ngs at the sixth story. The first floor
w ndows have arched heads, keystones, and are trinmed i nstone. The topstory
repeats and el aborates upon the Classical thene i nits even bol der use of stone
coursing, wndowtrimand richly modelled frieze beneath aprojecting stone com ce.
The M\M@Abuilding issignificant to Springfield s growth as aconnercial and bus-
iness center well into the first third of the 20th century. The Springfield YINGA
was founded i n 1857 to provide decent housing and services to the growing influx

of travelling businessmen who visited the city during its earlyyears as arail-
roading and conmercial crossroads. First located close to the railroad station

for proximtytoits clientele, the YWMDAlater noved to its ow building at the
comer of State and Evright Streets. These quarters, aproninent Fonanesque Revival
structure, were again outgrown, pronFH ng the 1915 constructionof the Chestnut
Street facility adjacent to the Hotel Kinball, recently opened and veryprestigious

anong | ocal hotels.

The YM@A provided arelatively inexpensive hotel facility for travellers to the
city and vas very popular. This led to the 1929 constructionof asevenstory
addition at the southemside of the original building, enabling the YN@QAto offer
130 hotel roons. The lower floors of the building contained recreationfacilities
for use by guests, as well as by local residents.

The decline of SPri ngfield s connercial econony fron the 1930's onward included a

| essened denand for hotel facilities. The. YIRS enphasis shifted to recreational
prograns for conmunity residents and youth groups, and the hotel roons were adapted
to Icng-teimboarders. The YNMOA noved to anew facility in 1968

104.  Geen Bl ock; 486-496 Bridge Street; 1925. Architect-Samuel M Qeen .,
Styl e-Commercial (Classical).

This is atwo story buildi n? which is faced with linestone. |ts1920's comerci al
design isenlivedby arichly detailed classical com ce.

This is one of three conmercial buildings designed by the Sanuel M Geen . at

Aprentnt Triangle inthe md 1920's. Qnelarge store occupied the first floor while
offices were cn the second floor.

Staple t olnventory form at bottoa



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Connnunity: Form No:

MASSACHUSEETIS HISTORICAL CCMMISSGN

) Springfield Area B.
Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property Name N

Page 4 Apremont Triangle
I ndicate each itemoninventory fom whidi is being continued bel ow

The auto show oons occupying the major ground floor spaces of the block contributed
to the Triangle's inage as anautonobile-related connercial area i nthe 1920's.
Proximty to downtown conmerce and Wnter Street auto repair shops nade this an

| deal location for the growing auto-related sal es industry, which was supported by
the nany |ocal conpanies, whuch as Durea, Snith Carriage and Rol|s Royce, vAowere
manuf acturing autos and auto parts.

Acreage; 3.8 acres

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification
The district includesthei”renont Triangle, a small early twentieth century

park, and the sixperiod buildings vtiich enfrane it. Boundaries were selected
to highlight this relationship. Pease refer to assessor's naps #313, 402, 403.

Staple t olnventory form at bottom
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