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1. Name of Property

Historic name  Second Church in Boston

Other names/site number  Ruggles Baptist Church

2. Location

street & number 874, 876, 880 Beacon Street . not for publication
city oftown  Boston e vicinity

State  Massachusetts code MA county  Suffolk code 025 Zip code 02215

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property V”meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

national statewide local
Signature of certifying official Date

Brona Simon. Executive Director. MHC. SHPO

Title State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official Date

Title state or Federal agency and bureau
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I, hereby. rtify that this property is: ignature of Uie Keeper Date of Action
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Second Church in Boston
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
private building(s)
public - Local district
public - State site
public - Federal structure
private building(s)
object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

NA

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION: Religious facility

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Colonial Revival: Georgian Revival

Suffolk, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 buildings
sites
structures
1 objects
buildings
Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION: Religious facility

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation:  Concrete with limestone face

walls: Brick and limestone

Slate, standing seam metal and
roof:  membrane

other:



Second Church in Boston Suffolk, MA
Name of Properly County and State

Narrative Description

(Describe the histonc and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing
resources if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the
property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph

The Second Church of Bogton (now known as Ruggles Baptist Church) isthe architectural centerpiece of Audubon Circle,
an extenson of the Back Bay residentid areg, laid out in 1886. The church's prominent location at the northeest comer of
Beeoon Siret and Pak Drive dlowsfor distinct entries to the ssnduary and ateched parish house, which form an L-
sheped plan and partiadly endose atower topped by an octagond spire. The building is executed in the Georgian Revivd
dyle and iscondructed of red Harvard brick with rich limestone ornamentation on the sanctuary'stemple facade ad
tower, and more restrained daboration a the parish house The building remeins remarkably unchanged snceits
dedication nearly acentury ago.

Narrative Description

The Second Church of Bodon isared brick structure with limestone trim resting on aconcrete foundation. Located & the
comer of Pak Drive and Beeoon Stred, it retains an L-dhaped plan with the sanctuary facing west (on Park Drive) and the
parish house facing south (on Besoon Street). The gable-roofed sanctuary & ane leg and the gambre-roofed, three-gtory
parish house a the other leg comprise two distinct architecturd entities, effectively married by asguare, four-leve brick
and limegtone tower built near the comer of the L-plan. Thetower, surmounted by an octagond Spire and cgpped with a
gilded weethavane, rises 130 feat ebove dreet levd. A amdl triangular lawn occupies the angle betwean the ssnctuary
and parish house and the sdewak bordering the intersection. The eest wall of the parish houseis aparty wadl with the
neighboring four-gtory town house, while the north wall of the ssnctuary faces anarrow public dley leading to an gpen
"courtyard" area that provides limited parking to the buildingsin the city block defined by Bescon, Arundd, and Buswel
Sreats ad Pak Drive.

The intersection of Besoon Stret and Park Drive marks the crossing of two large boulevards at the heart of the Audubon
Circle neighborhood in the Ferway areaof the city. A black metd marker on apole gandard, ingtaled on the church lawn
in the 1930s isembossd with agar and "Elmer E. Bushndl Square™ Heavily trafficked, the crassoeds hes five
pededrian crossing idands, the MBTA Grean Line trolley line emarges from underground just west of the intersection,
bisecting Beeoon Sredt a5 it travels west. A densdy built collection of distinguished, late 19"-century rowhouse buildings
aurrounds the intersection and defines the origind residentid character of the neighborhood.

* The name is mispelled on the marker, which commemorates Elmer N. Buswell, who died in a World War | prison camp
in 1918 at the age of 23. Buswell's parents lived on West Newton Street in 1920; he and his family had no known
association with the Second Church of Boston. The marker is one of a series of memorial signs throughout Boston that
commemorate awar veteran.

(continued)
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Building Exterior

The ssncuary block at the main west fafade isa gable-roofed rectangleflankedbyfl at-roof edsde units. It isadassic
basilica form with agtanding metd seam roof ebove aderestory that illuminates the center a@ide of the sanctuary. A four-
foot band of rudicated limestone forms the besefor the church. Afirst-level bdtcourse encirdes the ssnctuary, tower, ad
parish house & ten feet above grade, (photo #2) A secondHleved  bdtcourse runs above the tops of the ssnctuary windows

a the parish housesill line. Hanking the gabled mess a the center of the ssnduary are two amdler blocks, st badk from
the faBade and ending a the height of the ssoond level bdt course; these contain the sanctuary's Sde aides. Sightly
aticulated blocks a the Srest eds of the Sde aides are faced in brick ebove the limestone weter teble with quoining
bdow thefirst levd bdt course and dtemating brick/limestone quoins above it. The strest end blocks are surmounted by
limestone pargpets with Smple souare piers separating carved baludrade sections; these conced the flat mamirane roof's.
The comergone inscripfion reeds"THE SECOND CHURCH IN BOSTON, 1649 - 1914."

The feBede a the west devation isatall, pedimented, richly embdlished form divided into three bays by four limestone
pilagters with Corinthian cgpitals thet reach from the limestone bese to the frieze. Three double-entry doors above shdlow
granite Sgps punciuate the rudicated limestone bese The canter door hes an omate pedimented hood supported by scroll
corbds theflankingentrances have smple rectangular surrounds. Three arched multilight double-hung windows (38/30)
above the doars dlow light into the rear bacony. Inscriptions under the north and south windows reed, respectively,
"EXCEPT THE LORD BUILD THE HOUSE THEY LABOUR IN VAIN THAT BUILD IT - EXCEPT THELORD
KEEPTHE CITY THE WATCHMAN WAKETH BUT IN VAIN" and "WHAT DOTH THE LORD REQUIRE OF
THEE BUT TO DO JUSTLY AND TO LOVE MERCY AND TO WALK HUMBLY WITH THY GOD." Three
limestone plaques with carved Adamesgue svags are cantered between the window tops, the pilegters, and the frieze. The
words"GOD ISOUR REFUGE AND STRENGTH" are inscribed into the frieze, (photo #3) The dentilated pediment
with block modillions is pierced by an oculus with daborate trim.

The north and south devations of the sanciuary block eech contain five arched, multilight, triple-hung windows
(38/24/24) regting onthefirst leve bdtcourse, and five double-hung, segmentd-arched windows (15/15) & the derestory
levd. Limesonetrim onthe streat end blocks of the Sde aide units mirrorsthat of the main facade, with the added
embdlishment of cartouches gpplied near the pargpet. There are two amal double-hung window openings (4/4)on the
north sde, and ane amdl double-hung window (4/4) on the south Sde of the Sde ade blocks. Five bessment-levd
windows with gaone lintels and sills on the north devation have been bricked in. Basament windows on the south
devaion ae contained in the granite water table.

A gabled goee projection from the reer wall of the ssnctuary at the eedt eevation contains asemicircular window & the
et wal and tal paired pointed arched windows sgperated by mullions within arched openings & the north and south
wals, (photo # 5) The gose projection intersects withfiankingone-gtory,fl at-roof edblocks containing offices. Two
besament-levd and three (tri-part)first-floor level windows with sSddights pierce the office block on the eest wall; a door
and double-hung window (6/6), both with sone keysones gopear on the northwall, (photo #6) A large brick chimney for
ventilating boiler geses rises a the intersection of the sanctuary and gose on the north Sde.

Thethree-dory, date-roofed parish house issmpler then the sanctuary in detail but more complex in form. The visud
effect from Besoon Sregt isof two intersecting gambre-roofed rectangles, (photos #3, 4) Not visible to pessardoy are the
nearly flat roofs behind the gambrds covering upper-floor support goece A shdlow, one-gtory, pedimented entry
containing asix- pand door, engeged column surround, and circular fanlight projects from the eegt Sde of the Besoon
Sreat (south) fafade and sarvesas the saoond entry to the church; it is gpproached by conarete gairs and awood handicgp
aooess ramp with ametd railing. A single double-hung window (6/6) on the ssoond fioor, and adae-chesked dormer
with an arched double-hung window st on the segp gambrd dope are saan on the eedt block behind the entry. The three-
bay gambrd gable end hes brick quoined cormers and contains three double-hung brick arched windows (18/12) with
done keygones and sills on the first level. Double-hung rectangular windows (12/12) with sone keysones and sills flank
atal multilight door with sddightsthat lets out onto awrought-iron balcorny on the sscond leve. At thethirdfloora
ocatared Pdladian window faces Besoon Street. Windows and dormers on the two-bay west devation of the parish house
mirror those on the gable end. There iswood trim & the windows and the dentilated comice.

(continued)
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The 130-foot tower and pire rises from the common limestone watertable in afield of bended brick broken by the
limestone surround & the south-facing tower door, (photos # 1, 3)The banded brick terminates a the common bdtcourse
wrapping the entire church and continues abovein asmple running bond pierced twice on each of three devations tothe
south, wes, and north by a narrow 6/9 window and acircular dock face with round limestone trim. A band of limestone
molding cgps the brick above the clocks. The next levd is punctuated by tall, copper-dad, archedtop louvers and four
uared pilagers on each face supporting a pedimented entablature. A shdlow, stylized, carved goneum restsd thetop
of each of the four corners

The next tier of the tower is octagona, completdy limestone-dad, and pierced through with archways a eech face. Above
eech ardhway isablank, recessad pand. Separating the ardhes a the gpex of each facet of the octagon isa three-quarter
engeged column with an ionic capitd supporting an articulated frieze and comice. Aligned with each column and above
the comice are projecting limestone piers, linked by carved baudrades and topped with Sone urns festooned with svags
and topped withflames.Behind the bdudrade is a shdlow-pitched roof divided into eight sections by carved brackets
around the bese of thefinal rise of the soire. The topmog length of Soire isatgpered shelf| of limestone divided into
horizonta bendsby Sx raised gone profiles. A blackened metd bal cgp and gilded rooster wegther vane top out the spire.

Building Interior

Cleregtory windows generoudy admit light to the two-gtory, badlica-plan sanctuary, whose interior is embdlished with
degant Classcd detail executed in white-painted plagter and gilt. The coffered ceilings and panded walls anchar origind
Cramdesgned brass chanddiers and soconces, (photo # 12) Barrd-vaulted Sde aidesflankingthe nave are supported by
lonic-capped, entablatured columns floral bosses decorate the vault ribs, (photo #11) The Sde ade coonnedesad in
merged column pairs a the chancd end of the nave The soaring, degantly styled Sde aides provide contragt with the
naves smple, megtinghouse-form, painted mahogany pew boxes The marble-tiled entry vestibule opensinto the nave
through three double French doors dad in legther.

Engeged column pairs and pilagters with lonic capitas frame the the chancd arch and omamat its badk wall, (photo #10)
Reconfiguration of the chancd fromitsorigind form induded removad of the choir gdls, wine dlass pulpit, dained-glass
dde windows, and "Truth," the 1898 Tiffany glasstessrae mosdic pand that originaly occupied the back wall. The
origind dtar remains, with dender columns and pilagters supporting assgmentd-arched  pediment withfinial s.A
baudrade now defines asymmetricd goeces to the left and right of the dtar, (photo #9) The main organ pipe assambly,
housed in acolumned, pedimented casing with finials andfiankedby floral cascades is located a the reer loft. A amdler
organ pipe unit with acurved broken pediment isingaled a the north Sde aide adjacent to the chancd, where the organ
console resdes

The threefl oorsof the parish house share auniform interior layout with alarge community soeoe and adjoining amdll
work and office goeces Originaly nemed after prominent Unitarians, the spadousfirst-floorJdohn Lathrop Room (now
Rider Room) and second-floor Mather Room (now Ford Room) have box-beam ceilingswith pilagters supporting the
beem ends (photo #13) Windows overlook the ssnctuary from the Maher Room. The third-floor Paul Revere Room (now
Paish Hadl) hes vaulted ceilings, floral bosses and origind brass chanddiers, (photo #14) Hoors are connected by a
marble darcage with agnuous mahogany handrail and spirdly tumed, wrought-iron baugters, (photo #15) Restrooms are
marble waled ad retain origind dnkfixtures.Wals and trim details are plager throughout. The besamat contains a
vault with afireproofeddoor, where shest metd mimicking other pandled doors isstt intoametd jamb ad frame
assambly concedled behind wood caaing that metches other building trim. The parish houseis saved by ane of the first
devaors to be ingdled in aBagton church.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark "x"in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property (Enter categories from instructions)
for National Register listing)
Architecture
A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

[ ] Religion

B  Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

of a type, period, or method of construction or

represents the work of a master, or possesses high Period of Significance
artistic values, or represents a significant

and distinguishable entity whose components lack 1912-1960

individual distinction.

PY D Property hasyielded, or is likely to yield, infomnation

important in prehistory or history. Significant Dates

1914 - building dedication

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" In all the boxes that apply) L
Significant Person

Property is: (Complete only If Criterion B is marked above)

owed by a religious institution or used for religious
A purposes.

. L . Itural Affiliation
B removed from its original location. Cultura

C abirthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

- . Architect/Builder
E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

Cram, Ralph Adams - Cram, Goodhue &

F acommemorative property. Ferguson, Arch

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance Norcross Brothers Company, builder
within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (justification)

The period of sgnificance extends from the desgn and condiruction of the church by important American architect Raph
Adams Cram (between 1912 and 1914) through fifty yearsfrom the present (1960) to reflect the ongoing assodations of
the propaty as the Ssoond Church of Boston.



Second Church in Boston Suffolk, MA
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (provide a summary paragraph that includes level of signficance and
applicable criteria)

The Second Church of Bagton is a handsome Georgian Reviva building designed 1912 by one of the nation's mogt noted
architects, Rdph Adams Cram, for Bogtion's leading Unitarian Universdist congregation, one that hed numerous homes
gnce it was founded in 1649. Raph Adams Cram, then assodated with the firm of Cram and Ferguson, wes architect for
the Cathedrd of Saint John the Divine in New York City and supervising architect of Princeton Univerdty. The Ssoond
Church isstrikingly executed in the Georgian Reviva gyle and represents a unique departure from the familiar Gathic
Revivd church formsfor which Cram is best known.

The Seoond Church is prominently sited on Audubon Circle, an architecturdly digtinguished residentid neighborhood
esablished a the Boston/Brookline boundary at the end of the 19 century by Frederick Law Olmaed, Americas most
influentia landscgpe architect and city planner. The church retains integrity of location, design, sefting, materids
workmeanship, feeling, and assodiation. It medts criterion A of the Nationd Regigter, with sgniflcance a the locd levd,
for itsassodationswith the changing face of Unitarianism in the early 20*' century and the movement's influence in
Bogton. Asasdignificant and wdl-preserved example of the work of Rdph Adams Cram, and one that wes concaived ad
executed in agyle not normaly assodiated with the architect, it dso meats Nationd Regider criterion C a the locd levd.

Narrative Statement of Significance (provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance)

The Second Church in Bogton is architecturdly significant es an unusud Georgian Reviva-gyle design by noted
architect Relph Adams Cram who is principaly assodated with the reviva of the Gothic style in American church design.
Although Cram and his partnersworked in avariety of syles, his mog nateble projects, including All Saints Episcopd
Church in Bagton and the Cathedrd of S John the Divine in New York City, ae amixture of Gothic and Romenesoue
Revivd gyles, and he was universdly credited with anew 20™-century goproach to eccesadic design, dbeit onewhich
relied heavily on long-ago influences. The Ssoond Church isan outstanding reminder that Cram's skill in reigious desgn
was nat limited to aparticular style.

The church issignificant under the areaof religion as the current location of oneof Baston's mogt notable and historic
parishes The Ssoond Church was founded in 1649, and was saved by saverd important American theologians, including
the Mather family (Samud, Increase, Cotton, and his son Samud), John Lathrop, and Raph Wado Emeason, whose
three-year caresr & the Ssoond Church ws his only pulpit assignment. During the church's hitory, its primary religious
doctrine chengad from Puritaniam to Cavinism to Unitarianism, anew American denomination established by the Ssoond
Church's Jon Lathrop. Becoming gradudly more libera, the Ssoond Church introduced festures such as achurch organ
and Sundey Schodl to Boston congregations. Mid 19™-century doctrine became consarvative in neture, as the Ssoond
Church atracted awedthier clientele, and the parish itsdf exparienced sevard physcid moves mirroring the wesward
movamat of many Bodon inditutions from downtown to the rapidly emerging Back Bay didtrict, to itscurrent location in
the early 20" century. Today's Ssoond Church isthe only extant church building for this historic parish ad it is the
longest-lived location in its more-than-three-century  history.
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Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)

Unitarianism in America and Boston

Unitarianism, aliberd reigioustheology and church denomination with degp roots in New England, wesflourishingin
Baoston when congruction of the Ssoond Church building begen in 1912, Espousing aform of Chrigtianity thet affirmed
God's exigence but rejected the doctrine of the Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Ghost), the earliest Unitarian churches
were edablished in Eaegem Europe in the mid 16" century and in England in the 17+ century. Asthe movement evolved,
the bdlief becameinditutiondized thet Jesus wes not the son of God, but amen with a unique rdationship to God.
Unitarianism dressed the importance of rationd thinking, the individua's direct relationship with God, and the humeanity
of Jesus

The movement wes brought to Americain the 18™ century and thrived in the early nation's embrace of religious freedom,
emerging primarily in Congregationd churches that dhose to ramove the conogpt of the Trinity from their liturgies.
Confiicts betwean Unitarian and Trinitarian factionsof Congregationd parishesin the late 18" century led to an eventud
bregk from Congregationdisam and the esteblishment of a Sngle Unitarian denomination, the American Unitarian
Assodiaion, in 1825. In the 19" century, under the influence of Trancendentadiam and actively engeged in nationd
debates about war and pacifism, Unitarians acquired their presant focus on religious plurdism. In 1961, the Unitarian
denomination mearged with the Universaists, agroup bdieving in universa salvation, to form the new denomingtion of
Unitarian Universaism.

TheFirg and Ssoond Churchesin Bogton prior to 1912

In Bogton, the saads of Unitarianiam took root in Chrigtian churches that were founded by Puritans and grounded in
Cavinidic theology. Such wes the caee a the Ssoond Church, a sucoessor congregation to the Frgt Church, Bodon's
oldest church established by covenant in 1630 as the first act of John Winthrop, first governor of the Massschusaits Bay
Compary. The Ssoond Church was founded in 1649 by seven Puritan laymen when the First Church could no longer mest
the neads of its growing, geographicaly dispersed, congregation. Etablished a@ North Squerein Bogton's North End, the
medinghouse wes referred to as the "Old North Meeting House" The Ssoond Church became one of the largest and most
influentia churchesin the New World and ane of theflrst to shekeoff the harsh Cdvinigt theology of its founders.

Revarend Samud Mather (1626-1671) preeched the dedicatory samon and wias mede minigter in 1650, foreshadowing the
"Mather Dynagty" that would leed the church through four generations of Maher ministers. The church prospered under
Samud'sbrother Increese (1639-1723), agaunch Puritan who took the pulpit in 1664 and supervised congruction of a
new church on the same site when the edifice was destroyed by firein 1676. He served as presidant of Harvard College
while holding the pulpit & Ssoond Church and was an active participant in colony poalitics and govemance, hdping to
negotiate anaw colony charter with King James |1, Increase wiss involved in the Sdem witch hysteria, defending the
judges and trid s but denouncing the spectrd evidence they relied upon.

Increese was uooasded by his son Cotton (1663-1728), amen of keen intdlligence who gooke Latin a age deven and
eamed two Harvard degrees before he was 19. A stholar and scientit, he published prolifically and promoted education
and public hedth, including early expeariments with amalpox inoculation. HisMagnaia Christi Americana, a collection
of writings onthe ecdedadica history of New England, hed great influenceinitstime. Like his father. Cotton bdieved in
witcheraft and contributed to the witch fever that gripped the region. Despite his erudition and notable achievements
Caotton is best ramambeared for his gem Puritaniam and hisrole in the witch hunts.

Cotton's son Samud (1706-1785) asoended to the pulpit and a congregation of 350 mambarsin 1732 and begento effect a
gradud liberdization of the Mather family and the Ssoond Church. Samud drayed 0 far from his father's theology, in
fact, thet he wes forced to resgn in 1741 for "looseness of doctrine' Hetook a splinter congregation with him to form
the Tenth Congregaiond Church in Bogton, which eventudly rejoined Seoond Church in 1785.

(continued)
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John Lathrop (1740-1816), who becameminigter in 1763 & the age of 28, wes respongble for the church'srole es the
"patriot church" during the Revolution. Chalenging Britain'spolitical and economic tryanny in inflammeatory samons,
Lathrop, dong with church member and "midnight rider” Paul Revere, promoted the cause of liberty. On January 16,
1776, the church building a North Square, known to Tories as home to "a nest of traitors,” was destroyed by order of
British Genard Howe, obgtengibly to obtainfirewood.(The destroyed building is nat be confused with the legendary Old
North Church on Sdem Street in Bogton's North End.) Reverend Lathrop and his congregation were invited to hold joint
svices with the New Brick Church on Hanover Strest (not extant), a 1721 spinoff congregation of Seoond Church. The
two congregations marged in 1779. A replica of the gold cockerd weethervanetha graced the degple a the New Brick
Church for more than two centuries Ststoday atop the degple a Ssoond ChurchVRuggles Baptist Church at Audubon
Circle.

Ove the course of his48-year ministry & Ssoond Church, John Lathrop revised his Calvinist views and moved his
congregetion towards Unitarianiam. By 1802, the transformation was complete, and in 1815 Lathrop hdped esablish the
American Unitarian Assodiation and the new denomination. Another founder of the American Unitarian Association, the
progressive Revarend Henry Ware, age 23, wiss ordained to sucosed Lathrop in 1817. Ware oversaw the ingtdlation of

an argan a the church, adaring innovation that contradicted church edicts that pipe organswere pretentious and not
gopropriate for rdigious music. The Seoond Church dso broke new ground with the esablishment of one of Bogton's first
Sunday Schods for children.

Relph Waldo Emerson was named assodate minister in 1829 & age 26 for what would be his only pul pit assgnment.
Although Emerson would later make enormous contributions to libera thought in America, his ministry & Ssoond Church
was uneventful until his departurein 1832 over the issue of communion. He came to bdieve that communion should be a
spiritud, nat materid, ohsarvance, and proposed to the congregation thet it be conducted as asmple commemorive
gathering without breed and wine. The church rgected Emearson's proposal but agked him to gay on as minister. Uneble
to continue in good conscience, he explained his position in asamon and gracioudy resgned.

Emason feared thet religion would "drangle itself in formality, areads ritud and ceremony.” ~ His 1840 eddress to the
Harvard Divinity Schod (Unitarian from its formation in 1816), in which he chalenged the traditiona purpose ad views
of the church, caused great upheavd in the Unitarian community. Most New England Unitarian congregations,
uncomfortable with Emerson's extremism, dhose amore cautious course. Ironically, despite Harvard Divinity School's
role as the epicenter of rdigious liberdism in America, New England Unitarianism became markedly consarvaive while
the regt of the country embraced the more progressive views expressed by Emerson and the Harvard-trained Unitarian
minigers. Theseinduded recognition of the 1) erors of the Trinity, 2) the humanity of Jesus 3) the mora enormity of
aonement, 4) the discovery of truth through experience, nat revelaion, and 5) the theologica misuse of dleged miradles

Chender Robbins, Emerson's sucoessor & Ssoond Church, led his church down the consarvative branch peth of
Unitarianisam. During his ministry from 1833 to 1874, the congregation became settled and staid, courting orthodoxy and
no longer attracting the the city's liberd dite. Robbins diganced himsdf from the sodd issuesof the time ad the
activiam of his predecessors church higtorian John Booth said that the ""Second Church pul pit became srangdy silent”
during the davery dabetes leading to the Civil War” In Robbins 320-pege history of the Ssoond Church, published in
1852, he bardy mede reference to Unitarianism.

During Rabbins tenure, the Ssocond Church oocupied five different church buildings and four temporary worship goeces
The New Brick Church building was condemned and demadlished in 1844, and replaced by an ornate brovngone Gathic
church that overran the budget and hed to be sold in 1848. In 1850, the congregation purchased the Freaman RHace Chapd
on Besoon Hill (not extant), and four years later merged with the Church of the Savior and moved into the Savior church
building on Bedford Strest (not extant). Another budget disadter, the Church of the Savior was a Gathic yle confection
by atig and architect Hammat Billings that was destribed & the time as ane of Boston's mogt beautiful churches Billings
desgnaed the Tremont Strest Methodigt Church, the Temple Club on West Street, and the Filgrim monumat in Flymouith,
Masschusdtts

(continued)
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In 1872, amid agenerd exodusof affluent sodiety to the Back Bay, and with businesses crowding the North End
neighborhood and parishioners moving away, the Seoond Church purchesed property on Boylston Street & Copley
Souare The Bedford Street church was dissssembled and reessambled into anew building that wes dedicated in 1874 (not
extant). The Seoond Church now st neer twoflourishingUnitarian churches First Church and Ariington Strest Church,
both more theologicdly liberd then the Second Church.

Reverend Thomes Van Nesswias mede miniger in 1893 and continued the congregation's movement towards a
consavdive Episcopdian-gyle liturgy. Heled preparations for Ssoond Church's 250*" anniversary in 1899, for which the
church commissioned four works of art. These induded "Truth," atesseraile mosac by Tiffany Studios ingaled behind
the dtar. The mosaic showed afigurein a Byzantine cowl holding the sivord of truth in hisright hand, the torch of
enlightenment in his | eft hand, and the key of knowledge around his neck. Two glasswindows were ingdled on ether

dde of the dhancd - oreillugtrating the protest of Increese Mather againg the surrender of the Massechuseits Bay Colony
charter, and the other the courage of charity. A marble bugt of Raph Wado Emearson commemorated hisonly settled
ministry & Seoond Church. (The memoridswere al moved to the new church building in 1914.)

Asthe ed of the 19" century gpproached, failure to thrivein its Copley Souarelocation (blamed on competition from
neatby liberd churches and the influx of budnessinterests) led the church to explore asariesof dtematives, including
church magars and relocation. Ultimately, it acogpted an offer of $475,000 from private investors for the Copley Souare
building and in 1912 purchasad undeveloped property in afashionable residentid areaat the boundary batween Bogton's
Back Bay and Brookline. Named Audubon Circle, the Frederick Law Olmated-designed neighborhood atracted
progperous Bodonians to its handsome rowhouses. Bromley mgps show Audubon Circle nearly devoid of buildings in
1890 but crowded with rowhouses by 1902. Its dredstoday are lined with fine examples of the Quean Anne,
Romeneque Reviva, Renaissance Reviva, Classicd Reviva, Jaoobeen, and Beaux Arts architecturd styles. Two Besoon
Street rowhouses condructed in 1892 were demolished to accommodate the congtruction of Ssoond Church.

Ralph Adams Cram and the Ssoond Church

In 1912, the church's standing committee announced its intent to commisson an architect to design "a new building
urpessd in beauty by no other church.”  Only further reseerch would reved the committegs rationde for choosing
Rdph Adams Cram, but ane might gpeculate that awel-heded congregation with orthodox indinations (despiteits
Unitarian affiliation) might fed affinity for the famous church builder.

Relph Adams Cram (1863-1942), ore of the mod influenfia architects, scholars and publicfiguresof histime, is credited
with inspiring a20"-century reviva of Gothic architecture in Americaand transforming church design. Son of a Unitarian
minister and named in honor of Transcendentdig/Unitarian minister Raph Wado Emerson, Cram was bom in Hampton
Fdls, New Hampshire At ege 18 he moved to Boston, where he gpprenticed as an architect in the office of Rotch &

Tilden and proved himsdf a gifted draftaman. While visifing Rome (perhgps on the requisite Eurgpean tour for apiring
Ameican architects), Cram underwent adramdtic rdigious converson to Anglo-Cathaolicism, an evert that would inform
his intdlectud exigence and his architecture for the rest of hislife. At the gart of his carear, he detemined thet
ecdesadica desgn would be the focusof hisprectice.

From the earliest daysof his practice. Cram and his partners (Cram & Wentworth 1889-1895; Cram, Wentworth &
Goodhue 1895-99; Cram, Goodhue & Ferguson 1899-1913; Cram & Ferguson 1913-57) proved themsdves versdile
designerswith broad styligtic range, often submitting severd designsin different syles for eech commisson. Desgnsfor
the Seedide Club in Bridgeport, Connecticut, for example, were given edectic, dasscd/medievd, and Colonid Revivd
trestments Thefirm'sentries inan 1839 competition for S. John the Divine church in New York City were Gothic and
Romenesgue Revivd. Despite his skill in executing perfectly scded and proportioned buildings in avariety of dyles, over
time Cram came to bdieve that the English Gothic style was "peculiarly indigenous to the westem church, rather like
Gregorian chant..."

(continued)
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Cram discounted the Renaissance and its embrace of Classcdam in favor of Gothic sources of inspiration. Hewes strongly
influenced by English-born Henry Vaughan, aprolific proponent of the English Gothic style who in the 1880s wesfast
becoming the leading church architect in New England. With Charles Goodhue, Cram designed  hisfirst church, the
Episcopal Church of All Saintsin Dorchester, Massachusdtts in 1892, The Gaothic church design brought fame to thefirm
and isconddered asgnificant landmark in American architecturd history, serving as the "modd for American parish
church architecture for the first half of the 20" century.™

According to biogrgpher Douglass Shand-Tucd, Cram bdieved that the Gothic style was uniqudly gpproprigte for Ango-
Cahdlic Chrigian churches, but was unsuiteble for pog-Reformation churches. For these, he recommended dassicd
forms as embodied in the Colonia Reviva syle” The Colonid Revival movement wes an expresson of American
patriotism that embraced the vdues of the nation's founders and retumed to the Classical architectura forms of the
Colonid period. The Colonid Revivd in at and architecture began in the lagt quarter of the 19™ century, spurred in part
by the Centennid Exhibition of 1876, and extended well into the 20*" century. For Ssoond Church, a congregetion with
degp American roots. Cram and the building committee mey have agresd that aClassicd desgn wes aslitablefit. A
building permit was obtained in Sgptembear 1913, and congruction of the church by the Norcrass Brothers Company wes
completed the following yeer. The church was dedicated on November 8, 1914.

The dhoice of the Colonid Revivd-sylefor the Unitarian Ssoond Church maey have hed abegsin earlier interactions
betwean Cram and Unitarian congregations. An articlein the Bogton Daily Globe on May 7, 1900, desribes a controversy
ove church design a the Frg Parish Unitarian Church in Cambridge, who hed contracted with Cram, Goodhue, and
Ferguson. The congregation wes divided, with amgority favoring aGothic desgn and the minority promoting a Colonid
design. Soakesmen for the minority, which indluded President Charles Eliot of Harvard, wanted abuilding resambling the
Colonid Revivd dructures on the adjacent campus and damed that "the gothic style cannot be condgtently adopted by a
Unitarian church." * The mgjority prevailed and the church was condructed in the Gothic style, dthough gripped of much
of the omamat seenin the design pictured in the Globe article.

The Colonid Reviva yle, dso referred to as Georgian Reviva, wes besad on Classicd forms and festured
digtinguishing features of Georgian and Federd architecture, including columns, pediments, entablatures, Sddights,
fanlights, modillioned comices, quoining, and Pdladian windows. The Seoond Church incorporates many of these
dematsin an degant, unifed whole described by an architecture critic a the time of its dedication as "a building of
intdlectud type, yet designed for arich at of worship."" Its done degple wes pattemed after one by English Clasidg
Sr Chrigopher Wren. The unusud height of the ssncuary and the dear windowsf| oodingthe soeoe with naturd light
contribute to the feding that one isin amedinghouse, abeit ameginghouse with unusudly omate trim. The ingddlation
of a chancd chair, characterized by Shend-Tuod &s the introduction of an Anglo-Catholic dement into an American
Protestant church, wes said to have "scanddized Presdent Eliot of Harvard & the dedication service™™' Eliot represanted
the liberd Unitarian movemeant besad a Harvard Divinity Schodl.

The Saoond Church inthe 2™ Century

Anglo-Catholic/Episcopd dements were fegtured in the liturgy as well as the surroundings a Ssoond Church. Under
Reverend Samud Raymond Maxwell, who presided over congruction of the new church, knedling bencheswere indaled,
the Bible rested on the dtar, and an orthodox prayer book wes introduced. Choir processionds and recessonds were led
by acrucifer and acolyte carrying acossand an Americanflag.Maxwell and Cram collaborated on the design of alarge
Madtese crass emulating the grest arossa the Cathedrd of Milan, which was sugpended from the chancd.

Revarend Maxwel| atracted well-heded, propar Bagtonians from the neighborhood to the church, which acquired a
reputation for exclusivity and adoofness. Worshippers were guided to their seets by gray-gloved ushasin moming suits
carrying slk top hats Inactive on sodd issuesand consrvative in theology, the church logt the liberd intdlectuds, socid
voice, and leedership assodiated with it in the previous century. Under Maxwell's suoccessor, the church enjoyed a
reputation for daborate religious pegeants ad festivas commemorating May Day and the Nativity.

(continued)
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During the Depression period of the 19305 the neighborhood demographic dhanged as residents moved to the suburbs and
the population became maore trandgent. Ssoond Church grew more democratic and respongive to the neads of its neighbors,
mearking areturn to the precepts of progressve Unitarianism. In the 1940s declining membership prompted the church to
risk $15,000 on apowerful orator with aradio ministry cgpable of restoring the church's influence. The experiment with
Reverend Wdton Cale wes successful, but the church's notoriety lagted only as long as Col€'s tenure. The church gained
nationd publicity in 1956 when ablack assigant minister wes proposad, and asmdl but voca consarvative ssgmant of
the congregation threatened to withdraw. By 1960, the retum to liberal Unitarianism was complete and the Ssoond Church
hed no crucifer, aoss, or Bible a the dtar. In 1961, the American Unitarian and Universaist churches merged to form the
Unitarian Universalist Association.

The congregation andfinancial resources of the Seoond Church dwindled through the 1960s and area damogrgphics
changad again as neighboring Brookline bacame home to more Jawish synegogues and the Audubon Cirde neighborhood
became asadlite to nearby Bogton University. In 1970, the Ssoond Church, which hed broken off from the Frst Church
dmog 300 years ealier, reunited with its larger "parent” to become the First and Seoond Church in Bogton. The
congregation sold the church building to the Ruggles Stret Baptist Church and moved to anew building in the Back Bay
that replacad the FHrst Church, which wes destroyed by firein 1968. The church a Berkley and Marlborough Stregts
incorporated the surviving Berkley Street fecade of the origind building in the new structure. In 2005, & the cdeoration
of the 375* anniversary of First Church, the mearged First and Ssoond Church camefull circle and returned to the neme
Fra Church.

Sewardship by the Rugges Baptig Church

The Ruggles Baptist Church cdearates 40 yearsof minigtry in the Raph Adams Cram-designed building in 2010. The
church owners have maintained complete integrity of the church exterior, but medeinterior modifications gppropriate to
conduction of the Baptigt liturgy. The chancd choirs were removed, cregting amore open and welcoming dtar areg, and
the wineglass pulpit was dismantled. The three Sained-glass windows & the chancd  were removed. Two panes of the
"Minister's Window" picturing Reverend Increese Maher were inddled at the First Church dong with the Emarson bust
(extant & 66 Marlborough Street in Bogton); one of the other windows wes sold to acommercid firm in New York City.
Leonard Callins, archivig a the First Church in Bogon, hes sated that awooden crasswas moved to a Roxbury church
but could nat confirm thet it wes the Mdtese arossdesgned by Cram and Reverend Maxwell."

The Tiffany mosdc a the gose wall was pandled over in 1970 and sold at auction in 1983, The three large rooms in the
parish hdl, origindly named for well-known Unitarians John Lathrop, the Mather dynedty, and Paul Revere, weare
renamed the Rider Room (for church pagtor Dr. James T. Rider), the Ford Room (for Bogton Baptist Socid Union founder
Danid Shap Ford), and Parish Hall, respectivdy. The origind beauty of the light-filled sanctuary with its degart
Classicd deails hes ben retained, however, and ingpires the same fedings of awe and gppreciaion that were dicited a
the church's dedicafion in 1914.

The Rugdes Srest Baptist Church was organized from two misson Sunday Schoals in Roxbury in 1870 and formdly
incorporated into the American Baptist Church in 1878. It drew its nemefrom its addressa 159 Ruggles Street, nemed
after aRevolutionary War hero. The church hes ahigtory of evangdiam and adrong sanse of civic purpose ad
responghility. A 1915 announcament in the Bogton Glabe reported thet, in addition to Sunday sarvices the church offered
an employment bureau, afree lunch room for the unemployed, afree dispensary with three doctors in atendance, grocery
and clothing departments, and freedigtribution of milk for babiesin needy homes”™ The church's commitment to public
hedth and wdfareled it to found the Boston Baptist Hospital in 1893, later to beoome New England Baptist Hospitd.

Danid Shap Ford (1822 - 1899), wedthy publisher of the Baptist weskly newgagper. The Christian Watdmen and
Reflector, and The Y outh's Companion megeazine, was a Rugdles Church mambea and benefactor, and founder of the
Bogton Baptist Socid Union. He contributed generoudy to the union, leaving a$1.25 million beguest with a large
eamark for his childhood church. Ford underwrote a Europeen concart tour for the Ruggles Strest Church mde quartet,
increasing their fame nationdly and abroad.

(continued)
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The church thrived in Roxbury through the 19305 serving aheavily populated areaof low- and middle-iincome families
and wecoming more then 1,200 children awesk to its Sunday School. The church building, an old  medinghouse
remoddled twice to accommodate the growing congregation, wes destroyed by fire in 1925. The congregetion moved into
the Old Swedish Baptist Church, eventudly congructing anew building in 1934. Membership exasaeded 1,100 in 1940 &
the church's 70t anniversary, but dowly dedined theredfter. The 1940s saw dramatic dhangein the neighborhood thet
Rugdles Srest Baptist Church sarved, with families moving to the suburbsin the wake of an ethnic and economic shift.
Buildings were ebandoned and demoalished, crime increesad, and by the late 1980s aress around the church were dated

for urben renewd. Making matters worse, the government laid plans for anew highway, the proposad southeest
expressway, that would run directly through the church office building. Mogt of the congregation was commuting into
church from the suburbs by the early 1960s

Rans weare mede to move the church to adte that met the three requirements of the Boston Baptist convention - anethat
wes in Bogton proper, saved a congregation mede up of "working people” and was not neer ancther Baptist church.
With the assigance of the Bogton Baptist Socid Union, and the church owner-trustees, land wes acquired in the Heeth
Sregt-Misson Hill areaof Jameica Plain, where New England Baptist Hospitd and the Lahey Clinic planned to build a
hospital. When plans for congtructing achurch in Jamaica Plain ddled, and as arangemants were being medefor a
temporary church location, it wes discovered thet the Ssoond Church was available for sale The Ruggles Siret building
wes 0ld to the . Frand's de Sdes Catholic Church and the Ruggles congregation moved to Audubon Circdle in 1970.

For the next 40 years the Ruggles Baptist Church congregation adgpted and grew inits new surroundings. According to

its current minister. Revarend Larry Showdlter, the church trangitioned from a " neighborhood/family” church in Roxbury
to a"network" church in Bogton. Today the church sarvesadiverse urban community thet indudes longgtanding mambas
who live in the suburbs young singles and couples from nearby gpartments and condiminiums, and more trandent
universty and foreign exchange sudents from nearby Bogton University. A significant outreach ministry fostered
formation of a new branch church in 1991 on Mission Hill in Jamaca Plain, where the Ruggles Baptist Church planned to
edablish itsdf in the late 1960s before the decision was mede to acquire the Audubon Circle building. To maintain sound
fiscal footing and srengthen community ties, the church enlisted "tenant” congregations of various denominaions to
dhare the ssnduary and invited numerous secular organizations to meke use of rented meeting and dassroom goece

The gewards of the church are committed to the presarvation of this digtinguished building and have worked hard to
asreitsfuture. Faoad with deferred maintenance issues when the building was acquired, the congregation remedied
urgent conditions and conducted an exterior survey that led to athree-phased restoration carried out batwean 1983 ad
1992. With planning as3gtance from the Stiegples Project through Historic Boston Incorporated, in 2008 the owners of the
church commissoned a conditions assessmat and meder plan to guide repair and maintenance activities and address
goee nexds The gewards of the Ruggles Baptist Church face the future eguipped with agood undersanding of the
building's physicd nesds ad the tools nesded to achieve their presarvaion godls.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  Less than one acre
(do notinclude previously listed resource acreage)

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 19 326568 4690220
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property)

Bounded by Beaoon Stret to the south. Park Drive to the wes, the public dley opening to Park Drive on the north, and
on the eest by ademarcation of the rear yard comimon to Bescon Streat properties dong aline twenty feet eedt of the reer
wadl of the church terminating & the line of Besoon Sirest rowhouses and shifting to beocome common with the center line
of the party wall dividing the parish house and the adjacent row house to the eedt. The property is ssan on the atached
assor'smap. Parod 1D #2100196000.

Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)
The nominated property indudes the entire parcd historicaly assodated with the Ssoond Church of Bogton inits Back

Bay location.
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nameftitte  Lynn Smiledge, Menders Torrey & Spencer, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date May 2010

street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone  617-727-8470
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e-mail betsv.friedbera(a)sec.state.ma.us
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Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

* Maps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key ail
photographs to this map.

¢ Continuation Sheets

« Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Photographs:

Submit clear and descriptive black and white photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi
(pixels per Inch) or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Name of Property: Second Church of Boston

City or Vicinity: Boston

County: Suffolk State: MA
Photographer: Lynn Smiledge/Patrick Guthrie, Menders, Torrey & Spencer
Date Photographed: January 2009

Description of Photograph(s) and number:

1 of 15. View NE of sanctuary, tower, parish hall from traffic island, Beacon St./Park Dr.

2 of 15. View E of sanctuary.

3 of 15. View N of sanctuary, tower, parish house.

4 of 15. View NR of parish house and adjoining row house.

5. of 15. View SE of chancel and adjoining parish house.

6 of 15. View W along public alley, N elevation of sanctuary.

7 of 15. View E along public alley, N elevation of sanctuary.

8 of 15. View E, detail of sanctuary cornice at N corner

9 of 15. View E of sanctuary and chapel.

10 of 15. View SE of sanctuary and chancel, showing chandelier detail.
11 of 15. View E of sanctuary arcade and clerestory windows.

12 of 15. View up from sanctuary, coffered ceiling and chandelier.
13 of 15. View N of John Lathrop Room, first floor

14 of 15. View S of Paul Revere Room, third floor

15 of 15. View of parish house staircase.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq ).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response Including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, PO Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Please submit aneformfor each group of digital images

About your digital files:

Camera Used (make, modd): Canon Powershot SD870 1S, 80 megapixds

Resdlution of original image capture (camera setting induding resdlution and file format):
Recording pixds- 8M, Large, 3264 pixds x 2488 pixds, superfine compresson

File namg(s) (attach additiona sheatsif necessary) check here 0t o refer to atached photo log:

About your prints.
Printer make and modd: Epson R 1800

Pape: brand & type (i.e, Epson Premium Glossy Phato): Epson Premium Glossy
Ink: Epson Premium Ultrachrome

Printed by Northeast Document Conservation Center; see attached satement on longevity.

Sgnature: (By signing below you agree that the information provided hereistrue and accurate.)
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MR 09210

BOSTON BAPTIST SOCIAL UNION
179 Green Street MASS HIST. COMM
M elrose, M assachusetts 02176
(781) 662-6262

March 9, 2010 -
BY TELECOPIER (617) 727-5128

Brone Simon, SHPO and Executive Director
Massachustts Historical Cominission

220 Morrisey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

Re:  Ruggles Baptist Church - Nomination to National Rceister of Historic Places
Dear MsSimon:

| amwriting to you as Ctair of the Board of Trustees of the Boston Baptist Socid
Union ("BBSU") with respect to your consderation, on March 10, 2010 of the nomination
of the Second Church in Boston, eka Ruggles Baptist Church, Boston, Massachusetts
("Ruggles B~ tist Church") for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places,

BBSU isthe holder of three (3) mortgages on the property owned by Ruggles
Baptist Church located a 874-880 Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusetts, which
mortgages have acombined principal baance of approximatdy $2,500,000, and accrued
interest inthe amount of approximately $1,245,000.

As BBSU isthe mortgage holder on the premises, we condder oursdves to
possess an ownership interest in the property, and are concerned that the inclusion of
Ruggles Baptist Church in the National Register of Historic Placesmay in some way
impair, diminish our adversdy impact our rightsand/or responsibihties as Mortgegee.
Please be assured that BBSU has absolutely no desire to unduly hinder Ruggles inits
effort to achieve this recognition, but as the BBSU Board of Trustees, we are responsible
for overseaing the investment interests of BBSU, and have afiduciary obligation to make
this determination.

Unfortunately, a thistime, we are unable to determine the impact of the listing of
Ruggles Baptist Church onthe National Register of Historic Places and respectfully
request that your consideration of the nomination of Ruggles Baptist Church be deferred
to your next meeting (which | undersand isin June. 2010) to give BBSU the time to
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BOSTON BAPTIST SOCIAL UNION

Brone Simon, SHPO and Executive Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission
March 9, 2010

Page Two

determine the potential impact to our interests. If your consideration can not be deferred,
kindly consder thisletter to be our objection to the nomination of Ruggles Baptist
Church to the National Regigter of Historic Places.

Feasecal meif you haveany quesionsorif I can be of any further assgance
regarding this matter, n

*Respectfully,

Mark H. Holly
Chair, Board of Trustees
Boston Baptist Socia Union

MHH/alk
CC: James R. Pduso, Exiire
Larry Showadlter, Pagtor

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Suffolk, ss ' March 9,2010
Then personaly gppeared the above-named Mark H. Holly, Chair, as aforesaid, proved to
me through satisfactory evidence of identification, which was my persond knowledge of
the identity of the dgner, to be the person whose name is sgned on the foregoing

ingtrument, and acknowledged to me that he signed the foregoing instrument voluntarily
for its gated purpose and as hisfirceact and deed as said Chair.

2™ ary Public,

003

My Commission expires. 0'A--'2"0 - "2°01 "2
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Ruggles Baptist Church, 874 Beacon Sreet, Boston MA 02215 (617) 266-3633 Larry Showalter, Pastor

Betsy Friedberg

National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

March 18,2009
Deer Ms. Friedberg:

| writeon behdf of the Ruggles Baptist Church and its leedership in enthusiadtic support of
individual National Regiger designation for our building, formerly known as the Sscond Church
of Boston. We are pleasad that the property hes bean deamed dligiblefor the National Regigter
and look forward to its eventud listing.

We gppreciate and are inspired by the artistry of our remarkable church building and honor its
digtinguished pagt and itsties with significant historic figures and religious movements in Boston.
National Regiger designation will strengthen our congregation's pride in our church home and
regpect for its bricks and mortar. Listing will dso alow a broader audience in the community and
beyond to gppreciae the physica virtues, historic significance and preservation worthiness of
Ruggles Baptist Church/The Second Church of Boston.

Yourstruly.

Rev. Larry Showalter
Minister
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MY 11 2010

The Commonwedlth of M assachu

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth

May 5,2010 M assachusetts Historical Commission

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Pak Service

1201 Eye Street, NW S"'floor
Woashington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosed pleesefind the following nomination form:
Second Church in Boston, 874-880 Beascon Street, Bogton (Suffolk), MA

The nomination hes been voted dligible by the Sate Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sae Historic Presarvaion Officer. The owners of the property in the Certified Loca
Government community of Boston were natified of pending State Review Board consideration 60
to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.  While we have
received a letter of objection from the Boston Baptist Socid Union, it is our understanding that
they are amortgage holder, not the owner, and thus do not have astanding to object. One letter
of support, from the present minister of the church, hes been received.

Copies of bath letters are enclosed.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg u
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC. Lym Smiledge, Madars Torrey & Spenoa, conditant
Emily Wolf, Bogton CLG coordinetor
Thomes Menino, Mayoar, City of Bogon
SN Prage, Bogon Landmaks Commisson
Rev. Lary Showdlter, Ssoond Church in Bagton

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, M assachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax; (617) 727-5128
www. state, ma. us/sec/mhc
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