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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
The Murray Courthouse is a two-story, clapboard building with a gable roof. This

modest rectangular shaped building is enhanced by such Italianate details as pedimented 
frames encasing the facade f s second story openings and a bracketed cornice between the 
first and second story.

The first story store front imitates the then-popular cast iron in wood. The 
second story doorway suggest that a balcony once extended from the second floor. This 
was removed prior to 1900.

All windows are 2x2 double hung sash, set in frames. Only the front windows are 
pedimented. Two side doorways have been boarded up.

The roof is of corrugated galvanized iron. There is small one-story board and 
batten addition to the rear, and a brick vault on the east side where county records 
were kept.

The principal alteration to the structure is the removal of the front porch.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Murray Courthouse is significant as a good example of frontier mining 
architecture of the 1880 f s. Its frame construction and gable roof, pitched to shed 
the snow, is typical of north Idaho's mining town architecture. The use of Ital- 
ianate motifs on a public building is also typical of the time and place.

The building is one of only four good examples of 1880's construction remain­ 
ing in Murray, one of the state's most important historic mining towns. It is one 
of the last surviving courthouses dating from Idaho's territorial period, but due 
to its condition is in danger of collapse unless a restoration project is begun in 
the immediate future. The county is concerned about this building and desires to 
preserve it as a landmark of the early mining years of the Coeur d'Alene region.

Murray, the oldest surviving city in the Coeur d'Alene mining region, was 
laid out on January 22, 1884, on three creek claims, only months after news of 
A. B. Prichard's discovery of gold was made public, which precipitated the fall of 
1883 gold rush.

The town grew rapidly and in 1885 wrested the Shoshone county seat from Pierce, 
the mining center of the 1860's. The courthouse was built in the summer of 1885. 
In 1898 the county seat was moved to Wallace, the major shipping point in the more 
important lead-silver region of the Coeur d'Alenes. In the Murray courthouse many 
of the major mine claims disputes were settled including the famous Bunker Hill 
Jakcass case, which determined the ownership rights to the Bunker Hill mines, one 
of the world's largest lead-silver mines.
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