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The Lottie Roth Block in Whatcom, Washington (now part of the City of Bellfngham) was 
built in 1890 by C. I. Roth, owner of the Chuckanut Sandstone Quarry. It was named for 
Roth's wife Lottie. The building has an exterior facing of Chuckanut Sandstone on its 
Holly and "G" Street elevations, and walls of brick masonry construction on its off-street 
facades. Patterns of alternating rock-face and smooth-dressed sandstone characterize 
the street elevations and give the building a great deal of textural variation.

Originally the ground floor consisted of heavy sandstone piers dividing each facade into 
four shopfronts with wood-framed plate glass display windows. Banks and small businesses 
were the street front occupants. By the 1920's these spaces had been partially converted 
to first floor apartments, with the resulting infill of sandstone wall surfaces and 
double hung windows.

Centrally located on the Holly Street elevation, below the stone panels identifying 
the Lottie Roth building, is a round arch, Romanesque entryway leading to the upper 
stories. The two upper floors originally served as office space but are now used as 
apartments. An inner courtyard rises from second floor level to the building's roofline. 
The interior's most distinctive features include varnished, turned stair balusters and 
third floor balcony railings. Much of the original fir panelling remains in place.

Situated on the edge of Bellingham's present day business district, the Roth Block is 
a handsome remnant of the once flourishing commercial center of old Whatcom,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Roth Block is one of the few remaining Chuckanut sandstone buildings in Bellingham
and is the largest and most impressive of its kind. It is a major symbol of an early
and important local industry.

The Chuckanut Sandstone Quarry was one of the institutions that helped to make Bellingham 
famous. It was located just outside the city limits, on the line of the Great Northern 
Railroad and on Chuckanut Bay, which location afforded both rail and water transportation, 
These quarries were discovered in the early 1850's by Captain Henry Roeder, first 
permanent white settler in the Bellingham Bay and Whatcom County area. Opened in the 
early seventies, the quarries were first worked in a small way. Roeder's son-in-law 
Charles I. Roth bought an interest in the business in 1888, and by the middle 1890's 
the quarries, equipped with modern steam derricks, a saw mill and other appliances, 
constituted one of the most up-to-date stone working plants in the country.

Chuckanut sandstone was extensively used in first class buildings on the Sound and also 
in San Francisco, Portland, Vancouver, B.C., New Westminister, B.C., and other pi aces 
where high-grade stone was required. The federal government, at the time, was using it 
exclusively for all its building operations in the Northwest, at Bremerton Navy Yard, 
Fort Lewis, Casey, and post office buildings in Portland and Seattle. It was a favorite 
stone for business blocks and residences, schoolhouses, courthouses, etc., throughout 
the Sound. It was used locally in the erection of the now demolished Whatcom County 
Courthouse and for the foundation of the New Whatcom City Hall, now the Whatcom Museum 
of History and Art,

Chuckanut was an unusually fine sandstone, ranking, it was said, with the best sandstone 
in the United States, It was of good, even color, unusual strength and durability, and 
exhibited fine weathering qualities. It was awarded the gold medal at the Portland 
Exposition and a silver medal at the St, Louis Exposition.

It was during the boom days on Bel Unchain Bay tn 1889^90 tb.a,t tfie idea, wa,§ conceded of 
erecting a building which would be a monument to the guilders as well a* a, pe.rm,anent 
testimony to the value of Chuckanut stone, Th.e Roth Block, first permanent frre- 
proof building of any size In old Whatcom, was the result of this enterprise. The 
fine arched doorway proudly bears the words ''Lottie Roth Block,, M At first this building 
was fully occupied with a bank, stores and professional offices, but the tide of business 
drifted eastward towards old Sehome. The Roth Block was remodeled, first into the 
Chuckanut Hotel and then into what was at the time a modern apartment building,
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The Roths were community leaders in both business and society, Charles Roth, a lawyer, 
was also a c -jty council member and state legislator. He was instrumental in the passage 
of the state seven year statute which served to clear title to a large portion of the 
Whatcom townsite, as well as other locations in the state. Much of this land in Whatcom 
had been bought during the 1858 Fraser River gold rush boom, and although the owners had 
long since abandoned their land and stopped paying taxes, the titles were still cloudy. 
Roth was also greatly involved in the Donahue Road Bill, which is the foundation of 
Washington's modern road system. Charles I. Roth married Charlotte T. (Lottie) Roeder, 
daughter of Bellingham's first permanent white settler, in 1885. Mrs. Roeder Roth 
was later supervisory editor of the 1926 two-volume historical pub!ication Htstbry of 
Whatcom County.

The Roth Block is significant in its associations with the Roths, important local and 
state figures of their time, and for its demonstrative use of Chuckanut sandstone. 
The sandstone quarry was a leading regional industry, of crucial importance in the 
development of Bellingham. Architecturally the building is a handsome and distinctly 
regional contribution to the city's commercial streetscape.


