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1. Name nf Property
historic name Wamsutta Mills
other names/site number.

2. Lnr.atinn

Street & number Acushnet Ave., Logan, Wamsutta and North Front Streets not for publication
city or town_ New Bedford vicinity
state Massachusetts ccde_MA county Bristol code £K15 .Zip code 02740

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this HThomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

N meets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally « statewide fflTlocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, Executive Director n Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

state or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

state or Federal agency and bureau

4. Natinnal Park Service Certificatinn
heraldy certify that this property is: Signature o/the Keepfcr i . Date of Action
V gemtered in the National Register

« See continuation sheet.
« detemnined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Wamsutta Mills
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

X private _ building(s)

_ public-local A district

_ public-State _ site

_ public-Federal _ structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

6. Fiinctinn nr Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

INDUSTRY- manufactiiring facility

7. Descriptinn
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

Other: Utilitarian industrial

Narrative Description

Bristol, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
~m 1
n

.building
sites

. Structures
objects

Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed

in the Nationai Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

INnNiJSTRY- manufacturing facility
COMMFRCFrrRADF

WORK IN PROGRFSS- multiple dwelling

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation stone

walls brick

stone
roof. asphalt, rubber
other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Narrative Dexription

The WamaLita Mills complex is primarily located on an gpproximatey ningteen-acre ste bounded by Acushngt Avenue,
Wamalita, Logan, and North Front Streets. One building, located outside the city block on the south Sde of WamsLita
Sret directly oppodte the mainyard, isthe only other WamaLita Mills building and is contiguous to the main city block.
Beginning in 1847, the Wamauita Mills deveoped the complex over the course of B years though a saries of building
campaigns as the budiness expanded its operations. Although afirein 1924 dedroyed three of the earliest dructures (the
four-gory Mills Nos 1, 2 and 3), the complex today indudes a wdl-presarved grouping of two- to four-gtory mill
buildings, saverd ancillary sructures and amill pond.

The Wamauta Mills complex is dtuated in the Logan-Hicks areaof New Bedford. Origindly accessble from the wes by
foot aoss aralyard from the Wamauita Mills Housing in the Acushnet Heights Nationa Regider Didtrict, the railyard
was converted into a rased highway (Route 18) in the latle 20* century, severing that connection. Dominated by a
massve "T" dgpe aeded by Mills No. 4, 5 and 6, the nearly 1,000-foot-long west faBade presants a commanding
dregtscgpe on the et dde of Acushnet Avenue, which runs north to south, pardld to the devated MA Route 18. To the
north and south of the main complex, saverd amdl indudtrid buildingsand residentid properties are locatied within city
blocks primarily utilized for surface parking or ae vecat. To the eedt, averd mid-szed brick ad graniteindudtrid

buildings assodated with New Bedford Coppar Works, condructed concurrently with Wamauttas devdopment, seperate
the WamaLita complex from the Acushnet River.

Largdy utilitarian in design, the buildings are condructed inbrick and donewith hipped and flat rooflines. As typicd of
utilitarian industria architecture, very little gpplied ornamentation is presant; however, some detailing adds decorative
interest to the buildings, including brick corbeling, cut granite sills and watertables, bracketed overhanging eaves ad

decorative wrought-iron detailing. Also typicd of indudrid architecture of the era, very large, regularly goecad windows
ae aprominent feature, desgned to maximize naturd light and ventilation. The regularity of the Sze and plecemant of

the windows to address these nesds produced the uniformity of dedgn and conddency of eech devation with its
neighbor. Dexoite the eectrification of the mills in the lale 19*'century, daylight remained the primary source of
illumination of the textile manufacturing busness, as naturd light was both chegper and better quited to detailed textile
work.

Mill Nos 4 ad 5 ae the mog visible of the factory buildings. Mill No. 4 (1868), ad its assodaed No. 4 Ficker House
(ca 1875), is atached to Mill No. 5 (1875) by the dightly st back No. 5 Ficker House' The No. 6 Ficker House (ca
1924) is atached tothe No. 5 Picker House and Mill No. 5. Mill No. 6 (1882) extendsdmog dl the way aoross the eedt-
west boundary of the dte. The Old No. 6 Picker House is located a the west end of Mill No. 6. It wes originaly
oconnected to the No. 4 Ficker House and No. 6 Ficker House by connecting bridges on the third floor. The freestanding
Weave Sed (ca 1905) on Logan Sret is agngle-story, square-plan building with a saw-tooth roof  The ClothVHamess
Room (1889) is afreestanding, two-gtory building within the southwest quedrant of the dite, Stuated perpendicular to Mill
No. 6. Rodman's Pond, located in the northeest quedrant of the city block, isalarge mill pond that predates the Wamautta
Mills, but one that was subgtantidly dtered for use by the textile company beginningin 1847. Across from the main city
block, the samdl two-gory, red brick, unnumbered Wede House (ca 1900) is the only extant manufacturing- rdaed
building outdde the core Wamauttta city block.

(continued)
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Omamenta detail on the pesk-roofed, 4/2-gtory, 495 foot x 75 foot Mill No. 4 (1868) (Photographs 1 and 5) islimited to
radiating vousoirs forming nearly flat ssgmentd-arched windows with granite sills.  Fenedration condgs of large,
multipaned double-hung saeh. The windows condst of Sngle-hung, 12/12 duminum replacement sseh with historically
gopropriate dimendons, muntin pattern, and brick mold. The pesked roofline, cdlad in agphdt shingle, is defined by
unomamented overhanging eaves Skylightsrun the length of the est roof

The flat plane of the 48-bay faBade of Mill No. 4 dong Acushnet Avenue is broken by two evenly goeced, four-story
metd fire excgpes The wrought iron scrolled brackets gppearing below eech levd of the fire escgpesare sgnature detals
of Wamautta The regularity of the Acushnet Streat facade is only broken on the northernmogt bay of the first floor with
the indlusion of a 9ngle doorway acoessad by a st of degp granite dairs.

The south exterior wall of Mill No. 4 is asmple eght-bay facadewith afull a-grade besemant, acoentuated by a full-

height cut-granite watertable. Thetwo centrd bays are further defined by athree-levd wrought iron fire escgpe matching
those dong Acushngt Avenue. A single entry door on the eest end of the  dlevation, protected by an overhanging wooden
hood, smilar to those found on the Wamsutta mill housing neerby, provides aocess to the ground floor.

The main devation of Mill No. 4 isdongthe eed fafade. Origindly condructed in 1868 to face Mill No. 1 (not extant)
and aresarvoir (now  the parkinglot) betwean thetwo, the eedt facade of the mill isdefined by two ssvendory dartowers
evenly placed midway from the haf-point of the mill. A large dock in a cupola is located aop the south tower. In
photogrgphs dating to 1898, a smilar, if not the same, docktower is ssen aop the Sairtower betwean Mill Nos 2 ad 3
(ot extant). Itislikely that the dock mechanicas, and possibly the clock faces, were removed from the tower following
the 1924 fire and reingaled aop the south dar tower of Mill No. 4. At the beseof the south tower, aconarete Sairway
leeds to an entry door directly over avertica bay of four doors. The upper two leves of this bay digdlay a |/l window
above one amdl, unevenly goened opening originaly used for ablock and tackle to raise goods to the upper floors. The
ssoond vertical bay in the south tower exhibits an even row of 1/1, sngle-hung, historically gppropriate auminum
replacamat windows  The north tower duplicates the design of the south tower, though no dnenges have been mede to
the bese of this tower.

The fenedration pattem on the eedt devation isdmilar to that of the west devation. An devaor tower d0 interrupts the
regular pattem of the faBade and risss five levds to connedt the ground floor with the attic by way of a flat-roofed
pesssge TheNo. 4 Ficker House isdirectly connected a grede and levels one and two  to the mid-point of Mill No. 4, ad
to the Sair heedhouse a thethird levd.

Theinterior of Mill No. 4 (Photograph 3) is primarily characterized by exposad wood beams decking and columns, ad
wood floors. Thefirst through fourthfl oorsand the &tic are currently being converted to large |oft-style gpartments with
exposd calings. Long corridors throughout the building provide aocess to the monumental circular Saircasss
(Photograph 4), with exposad brick wals and cellingsin thetwo towers. The brick walls have bean painted.

Mill No. 5isconnected to Mill No. 4 viathe three-dtory No. 5 Picker House (1875) (Photograph 1). TheNo. 5 Ficker
House isasmple brick building inset and dightly sepped badk from the long and flat facedes of Mill Nos 4 ad 5 dong
Acushnet Avenue Dueto the change in devation from Mill No. 4toNo. 5, the No. 5 Picker House isdightly dgoressed
from the floor heights of Mill No. 4 and dightly above the floor heights of Mill No. 5. A dngle fire gair with a wrought
iron balcony islocated on the saoond floor and hes lost one decordtive bracket as aresult of the later condruction of a

(continued)
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loading or dorage area and endosad brick and concrete block one-dory addition a the first level. Like Mill No. 5, the
No. 5 Ficker House exhibits a mbber membrane, flat roof, and overhanging bracketed eaves The windowsagain conds
of sanglehung, 12/12 duminum replacement sseh with historically gppropriate dimendons, muntin pattem, and brick
mold. The interior of the No. 5 Ficker House is characterized by primarily exposad wood bearms decking and columns,
and wood floors. The threefl oorsare currently being converted to large, |oft-style gpartmentswith exposad ceilings. The
brick walls have bean painted.

Mill No. 5 (Photographs 1 and 5), condructed in 1875, is dmog identicd in plan ad form to Mill No. 4. The
digtinctive differences betwean the two are the flat, rubber mambrane roof and lower sairtowers of Mill No. 5. Thered
brick, four-story, 453- x 75-foot building extends dong Acuding Avenue from the No. 5 Ficker House (1875) to the
comer of Logan Sirest. Along Acudhinegt Avenue, Mill No. 5 is amply detailed with an overhanging, bracketed wood
comice, which is further defined by sepping forward the facade and window ardhes by a dngle brick width. The
regimented multi-bay fafade is broken & two locations by a par of three-story wrought-iron fire excgpes with scrolled
brackes Unlike Mill No. 4, with itsheavy cut-granite watertable, the wes devation of Mill No. 5hes abrick fafade st
on adngle course of granite. The windows aong this devation conds of 20/20 sngle hung, duminum replacament
windows with historically accurate dimendons, muntin pattem, and brickmolds. Low besament windows dso contain
sngle-hung, duminum replacemant saeh. The tap leve of the south devation of Mill No. 5 rises ebove the roof of the
No. 5 Ficker Hous=

The north devation dong Logan Sireet is a near duplicate of the south evation of Mill No. 4, with the exception of the
flat roof ad overhanging bradketed comice. The red-brick fafade is nine bays wide ad four dories tall, s¢ ona sngle-
ocourse granite bese A threedory fire escgpe with decorative wrought-iron brackets is located & bays four ad five.
Windows in this devation congs of 2020 sngle-hung duminum replacement windows with historically acourete
dimendons and brickmolds. Similar to Mill No. 4, the eest devation of Mill No. 5isdominated by two dartowers evenly
goecsd midway from the half point of the building. The heavy overhanging brackeled comice is carried around to this
dde of the building. Unlike the savendory towers of Mill No. 4, the rooflines of Mill No. 5 towers ae levd with the
roofline of the building. Additionaly, a narrow devator tower projects above the roofline ad is located adjacant to the
north tower. A narrow granite belt course abovethe brick besamant leve runs dong the eedt devation. The fenedtration
of Mill No. 5iscondgent with Mill No. 4, with evenly goecad, large windows. The eadt devation windows dso contain
sngle-hung duminum replacement windows with historically accurate dimendons and brickmolds.

The 9de devations of the north and south towers e exhibit the same large window openings, ad &8 double-hung
caeamat sseh ad bradketed cornice. The et devation of both towers dso exhibits identical, two baey wide doors ad
window paitem. A brick pessage, aregted from an original window opening, was added in the north tower of the deveator
tower.

The interior of Mill No. 5 is primarily characterized by exposed wood beams decking and columns, and wood floors.
The first through fourthfloorsae currently being converted to large, |oft-style gpartments with exposad ceilings. Long
corridors throughout the building provide aocess to the wood Saircages with beed board wainscoting, eqposad brick walls,
ad cailingsin thetwo towers. The brick walls have bean painted.

(continued)
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Built ca 1875, the three-dtory, red brick No. 4 Picker House (Photograph 9) extends eesward viaa connecting pesssge
from the midpoint of Mill No. 4. The extremdy utilitarian rectangular form of the building gopears largdy undhanged

dnce itscondmction. The south devation condds of afive-baywide fenestration pattem interrupted only at the ssoond

bey by asolid brick wall. The ssoond and thirdfl oorsof the remaining three devations exhibit the same Sze and pattem

of windows a Mill Nos. 4 and 5. The first floor of eech devation is dightly different than those above of dternating
windows with brick bays At the southeest end of the eedt devation, the last bay on the ssoond floor hes been bricked in
where a former covered pessage provided direct aocess over the former resrvoir to the Cloth and Hamess Room.

Similarly, & the eedt ed of the north devation betwean the ssoond and third floors, another bay hes bean bricked in a the
location of a covered pesssge to Mill No. 6. Windows congst of sangle-hung aluminum replacement windows with

higtorically accurate dimendons, muntin pattem, and brickmolds. The interior of the No. 4 Picker House is charecterized
by primarily exposad wood beams decking and columns, and wood floors. The ssoond and third floors are currently

being converted to large, 1oft-style goartments with exposed ceilings, and the first floor will be utilized as a hedth club
and support facilitiesfor the gpatments  The brick walls have bean painted.

A boiler house (not extant) was replaced by the exigting four-story No. 6 Picker House (Photograph 5) inca 1924,

projecting fromthe No. 5 Ficker House and southem end of Mill No. 5. The four-story No. 6 Picker House deviated from
the traditiond Wamautta design while continuing to provide adequeate naturd light, but in an architectura expresson

commonly found in ingtitutional architecture of the period. The facades are characterized by the regularly soeosd multi-
pane windows st in cagt concrete slls and lintels and abrick pergoet detailed with acast-gone bdtcourse The entire esdt
faBeade ad projecting bey on the north devation is further articulated by two ribbon courses of brick a the third floor. A
two-gory connector wees elso added to the south devation to provide direct aooess to the building from Mill No. 4. A

sngle-dory, red brick, at-grade loading dock is located on the north devation and indudes two window openings and an

ached entry door. A smadl, wood-frame, shingled panthouse is located on the roof of the building, which was added to

provide a gar from the fourth floor of Mill No. 5. The interior of the No. 6 Ficker House is characterized by primarily

exposed wood beams decking and columns, and wood floors. The fourfl oorsare currently being converted to large, 1oft-
dyle goatmeants with exposad ceilings. The brick walls have bean painted.

The Cloth/Harness Room (Photograph 10) is a freestanding, two-story, red brick building Sted perpendicular to Mill
No. 6. Thisbuilding replaced an earlier smcture in 1889. The 26- x 5-bay building gopears to have been condmaedin
asngle building campaign and was originally connected to Mill No. 1 (not extant). The nearly flat, very low-pitched roof
is amply detalled with an overhanging cornice st on rafters extending from the face of the wall to the edgeof the eave
Unlike any of the other gmctures on the Wamsautta Site, the ClothYHamess Room (o named for its uses as acloth room on
thefirst floor and a hamess and office on the ssoond) isilluminated by large arched windows st on cadt donesilison the
seoond floor. The first floor condgts of large arched openings extending from grade to the ssoond leve. Today, the
ssoond floor windows have bean replaced with sats of two 1/ double-hung windows.  The mgjority of the first- floor
adhaed entry doors have been completdy blocked in with concrete blocks and vertical matd shedting.  Along the wet
devaion, ane bay on the first floor hes been converted to a pededtrian entry with en overhang. Additionaly, a second-
floor ached entry, originaly utilized as an aboveground pessege over the former resarvoir (now a parking lot) to the No.
4 Ficke House, hes been endosad with concrete block. The interior of the Cloth/Hamess Room is charecterized by
primarily exposed wood beams, decking and columns and wood floors. The interior hes bean subdivided with modem,
gypsum board walls as needed for individud tenants  The brick walls have bean painted.

(continued)
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Sevad gmdl remnant Sructures or gone walsof Mill No. 1 (not extant) gopear to have bean repared and incorporated
into the eadt dde of the Cloth/Hamess Room which survived the 1924 fire. The footprint of the northem ell, congtructed
partidly of rubblestone, concrete, and brick, corresponds to a smdl two-gory smcture identified as the "hamess dore
room" assodated with Mill No. 1 onthe 1906 Sanbom Magp.  The southem ell gopearsto be the ramans of a four-gory
connectar between the ClothHamess House and Mill No. 1. Thisremnant is congmcted of aut granite blocks, smilar to
the ground floor treetment of Mill No. 4 and conggent with the exterior of Mill No. 1, as san in higtoric photogrephs,
with concrete in-fill and dtered or bricked in window openings

Contemporary in desgn with Mill No. 5, Mill No. 6 (1882) (Photograph 7) and the Old No. 6 Ficker House (1888) have
the same dightly pitched roof with overhanging brackeled eaves Thethree-dtory, red brick, 569- x 95-foot, Mill No. 6 is
connected to the 69- x 95-foot Old No. 6 Picker House by a party wall. The 67-bay facede of Mill No. 6 condgs of
cortinuous arched windows, now in-filled with plywood and amdl diding sseh. The south devation is broken only by
two wrought iron fire escgpes with scrolled brackets on both ends of the building, halfway between the midpoint of the
dmcture. A narrow, granite belt course defines the besement levd (partidly above grade) from the upper floors.

At roughly & the half-point of the building, a multi-bay, endosed concrete loading dock hes bean addad to the building,
dtering severd bays of windows on the second floor. A large earthen ramp sysem, obscuring 12 bays of the besamant

and first-fioor windows, hes been condructed. The besement and first-floor windows covered by the ramp sydem have
been blocked in. The loading dock extends off the south devation of Mill No. 6 to the north wall of a remnat

outbuilding origindly atached to Mill No. 1. This amdl, two-gtory, brick dructure gopears to be one of four amdl

rectangular buildings identified in 1898 as "Eng Rm" and in 1906 as "Belt Room." This amal smcture may be the one of

the oldest dructures on the ste; however, smilar to the connector off the Cloth/Harness Room, it too is aramnat of a
larger st of buildings. The building is in poor condition, with four deteriorated and broken windows on its wes
devdion, two dtered window openings on its south devation, and totd and partid obscuring of the north and eadt

devations, repectivey, by the eathen ramp. Additionally, the concrete retaining wall on the wes end of the earthen
ramp supporting the loading docks, extends along aportion of the west faBede of this building.

A sscond conarete-block loading dock hes been condructed & the beee of the earthen ramp. This Sngle-story, endossd
loading dock obsoures four bays of the first fioor and basament.  Located further eedt, thisend of the building is acoessd
via ast of granite Sgps leading to a doorway on first floor. Additionally, a doorway with en overheed anvning & the
besamat levd of a vertical bay of double leaf cargo doors provides a ssoond means of acoessto the building.  Both the
et and wet ends of the building are eight bays wide with asingle point of entry at the besament levdl. Unlike Mill Nos.
4 and 5, however, baconies are not present.  The north faBade of Mill No. 6 is dso a smple red brick devation of
continuous bays of arched windows st on granite sills. Facing Rodman's Pond, this eevation witnessed limited changes
until the 1920s when a large devator tower wes indaled a the midpoint of the building. Thissmple red-brick tower is
three dories in haght and embdlished with wide blind arches Other dteraions to Mill No. 6 incdude a numbe of
overhead passsges congmcted between 1883 and 1950.

The interior of Mill No. 6 is primarily charecterized by expossd wood beams decking and columns, and wood floors.
Where needed, the interior of the building hes been subdivided with modem, gypsum-board wallsfor individud tenants
The brick walls have beamn painted.

(continued)
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The eght westeanmos bays extending westward off Mill No. 6 are known as the Old No. 6 Picker House (1838) ad
differs subgtantialy from the res of the regularly goecad faBede of Mill No. 6. A large, two-gory arched opening
(currently infilled with concrete and an off-center, square garage door) is shown in the 1888 Sanbom Map with a gour
track running through the building. Severd doors and windows of various dimengons definethis end of the building asa
receiving depatment. 1n 1833, thisend of the building isidentified as "Opener, Dug Room, Ficker, § ], Spooling.” To
the wegt of the large arch, alarge overhead garage door opening hes been introduced. Tothe eedt of the large arch, a st
of granite dars provides aooessto the first floor through alarge door. By 1893, the gour track crossng through the Old
No. 6 Ficker House no longer gopears on mgps as divery of maerids gopears to have bean consolidated into the new
ClothYHamess Room. The interior of the Old No. 6 Ficker House is primarily characterized by exposad wood beams
decking and columns, and wood floors. Where nesded, the interior of the building hes bean subdivided with modem,
agypsum-board wdlsfor individua tenants. The brick walls have bean painted.

Typicd of its time, but a depature for the traditional Wamautta desgns the ordinary sawtooth roof Weave Shed

(Photograph 6), dso known as Mill No. 8, was condructed ca 1906 as asingle-gtory, square, red brick building desgned

gpecificaly for weaving cloth. Congtructing the Weave Shed dlong Logan Street to take advantage of the northern light

necesstated filling a amdl comer of Rodman's Pond. Depite its utilitarian form, the building is defined by continuous

IVi-gory rectangular bays with a corbdled comice. Insst in each bey on the wed devaion ae low, gently ached

windows which have 9nce been in-filled with brick. Severd smdl square openings, which have dso bean bricked in &
the ends of each saw tooth on the east and west devations, ae presant. The sawtooth roof hes dso been dtered by the

removd of the origina windowsand replacement with solid in-fill materids  1n addition, the Sxth bay of windows dong
the roof, fronting Logan Street, hes bean shingled over. A smdl brick "bump-out,” with two smdl in-filled windows

ebovealow vent, islocated off the canter of the eedt devation in Rodman's Pond. This bump-out does not gopear on ay
of the historic mgps but does gppear contemporaneous  with the remainder of the building. The interior of the Weave Shed

is primarily cheracterized by expossd wood and ged beams decking and columns, and wood floors. Where nesded, the

interior of the building hes bean subdivided with modem, gypsum-board walls for individual rooms, and the brick walls

have bemn painted.

The Waste House (Photograph 8) was origindly utilized as an Openar and Dugt Room on the first floor and a Ficker

Room on the saoond floor inca 1900 and converted to a Wede House following the condruction of the existing No. 6

Ficker House inca 1924. The two-gory, red-brick building contains punched opening and is located oppodte themain

mill complex on Wamsauita Stret. Originally abutting the Acushnet River, the land south of the existing building wes
filled by the New Bedford & Taunton Railroad for use as arail yard. The building contains athree-gory projecting tower
with a wide overhanging roof. The utilitarian building contains rudicated granite window slls ad large punched

openings A large garage door hes been cut into the west devation of the building & the ground floor. The interior of the
Wede House is primarily characterized by exposad wood beamns decking and columins and wood floors. Where nesded,

the interior of the building hes been subdivided with modem, gypsum-board wallsfor individua rooms The brick walls
have bean painted.

Rodman's Pond (Photograph 4) wes located within the dte when it wes purchased for the Wamautta Mills in 1847. A
fresh water millpond, the body of water covers goproximady 3.7 axes of the city block. Altered from its origind
gopearance as the dructures were condructed on the Ste, the pond is roughly square in shgpe abutting the north devation
of Mill No. 6 ad the eedt devation of the Weave Shed. Surrounded by chain-link fence, the pond, though overgrown,
continues to provide secondary, gravity-fed fire protection to the main mill complex.

(continued)
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A large metal storage building, congructed ca 1990, is located in the southeedt section of the Site. This building
features ashdlow pitched roof ad verticd metd siding. The building is congdered noncontributing to the historic
digrict as it fallsoutsde the period of sgnificance ad isnot assodated with the Wamautta Mills.

Archasological Decription

While no andeat Native American Stesare known within the didtrict, Stesmay be present. Four Native Stes have bemn
identified in the generd area(within one mile). Environmentd characterigtics of the property prior to indudria and urben
devdopmeant represented locationd criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that were favorablefor the
presance of andent dtes The digtrict oocupies alevd to moderaidy doping riverine terrace located dong the westem
shordine of thetida Acushnet River. Theriver islocated less than 1,000 feet eadt of the didtrict. A freshwater pond is
located within the digtrict. Given the ebove information, the district areawould have provided an excdlent settlement
location for Native Americans with aooess to awide variety of fl oraand faunafrom upland and marine-rdated ecosysems
avaladlefor their subsgence In generd, however, the potentid for locating significant ancient Native American
resourcesin the digtrict islow.  Congmction of eight mill buildingswith besaments severd indudtrid outbuildings, and
rdaed utilitieswould have destroyed any ancient resources that were located in thearea

No higtoric archaenlogicd resources that predateinitial mill congtruction in 1847 have bean identified within the didtrict.
Those potentia resources, if they exig, were dso desroyed by textile mill congtmction in the ssoond haf of the 19*
century and early 20* century. Structurd evidence may survive from Mill Nos. 1, 2, and 3, al desroyed by firein 1924.
Mill No. 7 weas demadlished in 2005. Architectural sudy of the extant mills meay identify portionsof the bumed millsthat
have baan incorporated into the extant industria buildingsin the digtrict. For example, remnant dructures or done wals
from Mill No. 1 gppeer to have bean repaired and incorporated into the eest 9de of the ClothYHamess Room, which
survived the 1924 fire. Structurd evidence mey aso survive from severd industria outbuildings destroyed in the 1924
fireor demadlished by the mid-20* century. Industrid outbuildings indude the gaetehouse (demoalished between 1968 ad
1968), located dong Wamaltta Strest; a carriage shed (demolished between 1958 and 1968), located neer the
ClathyHamess Room; a dorehouse (demoalished betwean 1924 and 1950), located neer Mill No. 6; the No. 3 Storehouse
(demdlished by 1950), formerly the gasomeer providing ges to the mills, converted assoond timeto aresaurant by 1924;
the No. 4 Sorehouse (demolished by 1924), located neer Mill No. 7; agorehouse on North Front Street; and severd
dorehousess and dheds onthe west dde of the former railroad tracks, now Route 18 (demolition dates unknown), es well as
svad oha andl dructures located within the complex and utilized in asupport role for the mills.

Archaeologicd evidence of occupationd-rdated fegtures (trash pits, privies, wells) may dso survive within the digtrict.

Indudtrid trash aress may typify this resource category. Basamant leves of mills destroyed in the 1924 fire mey have
be filled withfire-rel ateddebris and industria waste from extant mills.

(end)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Wamautta Mills in New Bedford, Massachusdtts alate 19%' and early 20*‘century mill complex, is represantative of
the large, sdf-contained, utilitarian, brick pier and masonry goandrd manufacturing facility typicaly congmcted in New
Bedford as the city converted from New England's mgor whaling port to a large indudtrid city largely focusad on the
production of cotton textiles. Named for WamaLita, son of the Sscham Massasoit from the local Narragensett tribewho
s0ld tracts of land to the origina settlers of the New Bedford area in the Acts of Incorporation, the complex isd
sgnificant for its assodations with United States Congressman Josgoh Grinnell and leading textile manufacturer and

commission agat Thomes Bennett.  The period of dgnificance for the complex extends from 1847, when the oldest
extant resource within the complex was devdoped (Rodman's Pond), to 1958. Despite alarge fire in 1924 and demalition
of saverd buildingswithin the complex, the Wamautta Cotton Mills complex retains integrity of location, design, setting,

maeids feding, asodaion, and workmanship and retains its architectura integrity. In recognition of its historica

sgnificance as the first cotton textile-mill complex in the city of New Bedford, and its architectura dgnificance as awell-
preserved example of indudtrid architecture, the Wamsuita Mills complex isdigible for ligting in the Nationd Regder of
Higtoric FHlaoes under criteria A and C and isdgnificant & the locd level.

New Bedford weas originaly part of the town of Dartmouth, esablished in 1664. During the early years of settlement in
Dartmouth, mogt of the resdents weare Quiakers from Plymouth and Taunton, Massachusdits and Portamouth, Rhode
Idand. Thisaearemanad largdy agriculturd until the middle of the 18* century, when the harbor wasfirst exploited
for whaing and locd ad foreigntrade. By the 17605 the resdentid and commercid devdopment of the town wes
focusad dong the waterfront. Support indudtries began to emage such as shipbuilding, rendering plants, and ropewalks.
Whding becamethe number ane industry in New Bedford and generated a greet ded of wedth for itsinvestors During
the Revolutionary War, however. New Bedford became a haven for privatears and suffered gregily following a British
dtack on the town in 1778 which burned many of the homes vessds and budnesses of the rebd Ameaicans Asaresult
of condderable redevdopment in the area New Bedford was incorporated as a sgparate township in 1787.

Following the Revolutionary War, New Bedford rebounded economicaly and by 1804 hed relumed to prewar prosperity,
but this proved to be short-lived, ending lessthan a decede later with marine embargos assodaed with the War of 1812
Dexiite thexe obdades by 1820, New Bedford hed surpessed Nantucket in the whaling industry.  New Bedford wes
chatered & acity in 1847 following rapid devdopment as an urben center ad the extenson of the New Bedford &
Taunton Railroad into the north end of New Bedford. By 1857, loca whaling ships landed nearly hdf of dl whde oil
used in the United States. Dueto the high rate of retum on whding ventures, many of New Bedford's wedthiest investors
faled to invegt in other activities, such as the emerging textile indudry.

Wamaita Mills, incorporated in 1847, manufactured fine cotton goods and provided a good retum to its smdl board.
Dexpite its initial suooess it failed to atract subgtantid investments during this early dage 1t would be twenty yeers
before the next textile manufacturing company was condructed in New Bedford, largdly as aresult of ovarsock of whde
oil in 1857 and further complications to the indudtry as a result of the discovery of petroeum in Pennsylvania in 1859.
New Bedford's whaing industry declined further as thefl eetwas decdmated by southem rebd ships during the Civil War.
At the same time, whaling in the Arctic, which provided the mgor godk bese of Bowheed baeen and whdebone, wason
the rise s an dterndive budnessto whde oil. Following the callgpse of the whaling indudiry, the city's wedthiest men
finally tumed to the emerging textile indudry as away to day afloat.

(continued)
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Incor poration of Wamautta Mills

The WamaLita Mills wes the first textile manufacturing compeny ingtituted in the City of New Bedford. Incorporated by
an adt of the Massachusdtts Legidatureon April 1, 1846, a the request of Ceptain Abe Howland, a sea cgptain out of New

Bedford, the mills did not begin operation for another year. According to the Act of Incorporation, Wamsuita wes

incorporated "for the purpose of manufacturing cotton, wool and iron inthe Town of New Bedford." Unfortunatey for
Captain Howland, he was unable to gather together the necessary investors for this risky undertaking such that hed never

been sanin New Bedford, acommunity focused on itswhaing industry.

The egablishmant of the Wamauita Mills was largdy due to the partnership of two men, one ayoung man looking for a
future, the other apowerful and wedthy citizen of New Bedford. Thomas Bennett, X, the son of a Farhaven sea captain
and educaed & the Friends Acadamy in New Bedford, moved to New Orleans for the warm dimate and took up work as
awaehouse derk a a cotton mill owned by ancther Farhaven native. After afew yearsof work there, Benett redized
that a cotton mill could be a potentiad windfall. On atrip north, Benngtt sopped in Washington, D.C, to propose a
business opportunity for a cotton mill in the South to the New Bedford Congressman Josgph Grinnell, who wes d0 a
Queke ad vay wedthy. Grinnedl, a srewd busnessman and got politician, proposed a mill devdopmeant in New
Bedford rather than the South and sant Bennett bedk up north to soout alocation for such aundertaking in his hame town.

In 1847, Benngtt and Grinngll met in New Bedford to discuss what types of products would be manufactured by the fiiture
mill. Both agreed that "fine goods' would be the mog profitable product, to avoid competition with textile millsin
neertby Fal River producing lessrefined and printed cloths. Following this meeting, Benneit began to meke arangaments
to teke over the charter for the Wamautta Mills from Captain Howland.  The procurement of the charter wes likdly to
have bamn done with addicate hand, as Howland, the newly dected Mayor of New Bedford, hed mn egaing Grinndl in
the Congressond dections, which Grinndl won. Given Howland's new responghilities of his office, Howland
rdinquished the charter to Bennett, and the devdopmeant of the WamsuttaMills begen in eamedt after aoneyesr hiatus.

Bennett and Grinndl determined that $300,000 in cepitdl wes nesded to establish the mill, and they st out to tgp the
resources of New Bedford's wedthy investors. The origind gockholders induded sevard mambars of the Howland
family, sa captains and wedthy invesors in the whding indudry. Invesors were hard to come by with only an
anticipated 6% pa year retum while investing in the whaling industry brought in a 100-300% retum on a two-to-four-year
voyage Bemett and Grinndl were only able to amess $160,000 in cash, but dedded to begin the project with this
consavative budget.

The Early Yearsof the Mills

With cagh in hand, Bennett st out to locate a gte for the mill. He found the ided locationfor the Wamaltta Mills on a
five-acre piece of proparty owned by Benjamin Rodman. The parcd of land was located dong the Acushngt River, where
the New Bedford-Taunton Railroad hed recently congtructed a wharf, dso had a freshwater millpond (now known as
Rodman's Pond), and where a spur track off the recently laid railroad could be built. The only dissdvantege to this
location wes its lack of housing, as this area of New Bedford was gparsdly populated and would require the compeany to
condruct resdences for the mill workers. Despite the lack of houdng, however, the Wamautta Compeny, a ther first
board meeting (heeded by the newly gppointed Chairman Grinnell) gppropriated $7,500 for the purchese of the five-acre
plot.

(continued)
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Bennett immediady drew up specificationsfor what would become Mill No. |, which wes located parpendicular to the
river (pardle to and behind the existing Mill No. 4). The company hired the repected New Bedford architect Sah H.
Ingdlsto draft plans for the mill building that would be 217 feet long, 69 feat wide, and three doriestall. Theood of this,
the first large-scdle geam-powered mill in New Bedford, would tota $36,000, a mongtrous sum for thet time. Newspeper
advertisaments for capenters and mesons were liged in the New Bedford Standard Times requeding proposals for
condructing a mbblesone mill with ashingleroof and coppar gutters. The carpentry company of Fierce and Wright and
Dudey Davenport won the bid for $19,560, which required importing all their materidls  Meanwhile the firm of Haile
Luther undertook the masonry work, including quarrying sonefrom nearby Marsh Idand, for $16,395.

Mill No. 1weas completed in 1848, and the first shipment of cotton arrived by ship inthe fall of that year. Themill wes
desgned to acoommodae 15000 spindles and 300 looms Due to the board's concam about quantity of output, and
bdance and efficiency of production, the mill wes outfitted with only 10,000 spindles and 200 loomswith some arriving
from Englandin the fall of 1848.

Work could not begin in the mill until it had skilled laborers to dothe job. New Bedford's population in 1848 wes largdy
devoted to the whding industry. Dueto the lack of qualified workers, Wamautta initially hired oversears and operatives
from mills in Rhode Idand, Connecticut, and centrd Massachusetts  Concurrently, the company  began condmcting
dwdlings and boardinghouses for the workerson nearby land. Early on, the comperny d<o redized the mechinigsin New
Bedford lacked not only the skills required to kegp the compeny operating, but a<o the toolsto do it, as these machinigs
were d0 devoted to tending to whaing ships  To address this nesd, a machine shop wiss quickly condructed inthe
besamat of Mill No. 1

By early 1849, the boiler room wes in operation to fuel the looms and spindles, and in Febmary of that year, thefirst
yads of cloth were produced by Wamaltta 1t became immediatdy dear that thefine-qualityshedting produced by the
company was their most successful product; however, the shirting dso became an immediae favorite. By May 1849,
107,000 yards of cloth had been woven, and with these suocoesses Bennett mede his first bid to the board to purdhase
more machinary to expand production.

At the 1849 dockholders mesting, Bennett gated, "Although our bills payeble may a this time seamn large, we have
something which will inthe course of a few months engble us to reduce them congderably. It gopears from the ectud
results of the work a the Mill during the past month that the esimates of production and cog of cdoth presated to
dockholders a their medting on the 19* were not far from being correct and are under rather than over-dated, the
production being 19.73 yards per day to aloom, and the cog per yard for cotton, labor, and daily expanses not exceading
8 ad 4 one hundredths cents par yard ingeed of 8 and 10 hundredths yards es etimated.” He weant on to note that
preparaion and spinning machinery produced 2,835 pounds of yarn to be woven into cloth, "which would reduce the cogt
pe yad deven hundredths of a cat, leaving the cogt of cloth a 7 and 98 hundredths™ These podtive datemants
encouraged sharehdlders to raise an additiond $140,000.

With the new infusion of cash, Bennett purchesed a new boiler and equipment that increesad cegpadity of Mill No. 1to
5824 ring goindles for warp and 6,840 mule soindles for filling, for atotd of 12,664. In Jnuary 1850, the company
dedared a 30 dividend. By Feruary 1, production of shedting totded 1,066,272 yards, prompting the sharehddars to
dose the subscriptions of dock. After ayear of production, WamaLita was conddered a suooess and quickly dhanged the
occupaionsin New Bedford from seamen, sailmaker, and rigger to oversaar,fireman,and weaver.

(continued)
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The fine qudity of the Wamsutta products wes continudly improved by Benngtt.  In addition to usng high- qudity
Missssppi cotton, the dendty of the completed product, & an averege of 34 inches wide with 80 picks par inch inthe
warp and 96 picks par inch for the 40-inch-wide filling, was extraordinary. Not satisfied with the qudity of the cloth,
Benndlt upgraded the product again in 1850 after leaming of the superior qudity of shedting dhown a the American
Inditute in New York and & the Franklin Indtitute in Philaddphia. Not to be outdone, Benneit st out to produce a new
cloth meesuring 36 x 41 inches with the purchase of new mechinery opearated out of the besamant of the mill. By theed
of the year, dividendsfor shareholders was up to 6%.

By 1853, sharehddars were more than comfortablewith their retum on their investment and dlocated $270,000 for the
congmction of Mill No. 2, desgned by Sah Ingdls. Condruction began on the mill immediatdy and wes completed in
1855. The new mill wes condructed perpendicular to the original mill and wes connected a the end. The three-gtory mill

wes dightly longer then the original, six bayswide & the end, and pardld to the Acushnet River forming en "L" shgpe
around a codyard.

In what would become typical of the Wamsutta Compeany in later years, the company embreced modemization as early as
1859, Captain Abe Howland, the origind kegper of the Wamautta Charter, hed sarted anew venture in New Bedford: a
gss compay. Up until this point, the Wamautta Mills were illuminated by whae oil, which was quickly becoming scarce
with the dedine in the whde population. The company quickly dedded that illuminating the mills by ges wes the more
efficient mathod and entered into acontract with its originator.

The Expangon of the Mills

In 1860, the Wamautta Mills, buoyed by their early suooess began condruction on a third mill desgned entirdly by
Bennett. Mill No. 3, located eedt of Mill No. 2 on Wamatta Street, was completed in the summer of 1861, and wesa nesr
mirror imege of Mill No. 2. With the outbresk of the Civil War, the mills wert on short time (an eght-hour day) dueto
the sudden shortage and high price of cotton. The compeny atempted to dop purchase on the machinery it hed ordered
for Mill No. 3, but contracts hed dreedy bean sgned and the goindles and looms arrived in the Summer of 1863.

During the war, the price of cotton jumped from 92 centsto 60 cants, and there wes pressure on mills in New England to
produce the mogt product with the leest amournt of cotton.  Wamautta refused to reduce the qudity of their products
While Mill No. 3 & unusad until 1865, due to the shortage of labor and goods the congmction of Mill No. 4 wes
completed in 1868. Following the war, production begen again in eamest in four mills on the dte. Despite a drike in
1867 inwhich opaatives damanded reduced hours Wamudtta continued to be profitable. Bennett remained on the board
until 1874 when he retired, leaving the company operating with 150000 soindles. Bennett, who Sarted as superintendent
of the company & $15 awesk, mede $ 10,000 ayear by retirement.

By 1875, Wamautta hed $2,500,000 in capital and onoe again wes looking to expand. In 1875, Mill No. 5wes completed
just north of Mill No. 4 on Acushnat Avenue following amotion by the sockholders which gated, thet "the directors are
hereby authorized and ingtructed to build and equip amill north of No. 4 for the manufacture of cotton good, whenever in
their judgment it isfor the interest of the company.” The four-story Mill No. 5was 589 7z feet long and 95 feet wide, and
it housad 50,000 spindles and 1,000 looms that were oparated by 600 employees  During this period, the No. 4 Ficker
House and No. 5 Ficker House were dso condructed.

(continued)
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The 1870s and 1830s were profitable decades for the Wamaita Mills and the City of New Bedford. The influx of French
Canadians Irish, and other Europeen immigrants dramatically changed the make up of the city and the operdives & the
mills throughout New Bedford. 1n 1876, Wamsutta begen experimenting with "percae” aFrench term usad to destribe a
high qudity cotton shedting with the gopearance and fed smilar to silk. The compeany began production of the Wamautta
Percde in 50yard baiches ad it immediatdy became a best dler. By 1881, Wamsutta hed grown to employ 2,600
people and oparated 203,000 spindles and 4,500 looms.

By 1882, the Wamautta Compeny hed $3,000,000 in capitd. It usad 19,000 balesof cotton, producing 20 million yards of
cloth and 12,000 miles of shirting and shedting. Spurred on by the increase in dividends, ground wes broken on Mill No.
6, desgned by Edward Kilbum, increesing the production of cloth to 23 million yards. Not longer after this expangion,
Josph Grinnell, the presdent of the corporation, died in 1885, Fdlow boardmember Andrew Fece took over the
presdency until 1889, when he was suocoeeded by William Crapo.

Under the direction of Crepo, the Wamsutta Mills saw ups and downs a the tum of the century and through World Wer 1.

By 1889, Wamautta was powered by a 300-horsspower Corliss upright engine, a pair of 800-horsspower engines ane
pair of 1100-horsspower engines and a huge pair of 2000-horsgpower engines Within a few years, the company wes
operating with four enginestotaling 6,500-horsgpower and used 18,000 pounds of cod ayear. The company produced &

leest 80 products, including cambrics, mudins, ssteans and plain, twilled, and double warp, in widthsup to 124 inches

Investors a0 saw the pinch during this period when Wamsutta stock fell from 1544 in 1839 to 83/z in 1878. By 1881,
however, the vdue of sock hed recovered to 1424/2

The Lewis Brothers, Wamauttas leading distributor, went bankrupt in 1889 and cogt Wamautta $300,000 in losses
Degpite this loss ad typical of the forward thinking company, Wamautta built two more weave shaeds and added 2,000
looms to increase production for its other didributors.  Workers lived in nearby tenaments of Six to saven rooms with
rents roughly $6.50 to $9.00/month. By 1891, Wamautta operated 220,000 spindles and 4,200 looms in Sx mills.
Twenty-two thousand baes of cotton weare goun into 25 million yards of fabric by 2,200 operatives With a weskly
payroll of $15,000, the average worker mede $6.80 awesk. In 18%4, the Generd Strike hit Wamauttaas aresult of a 10%
at inwages Recoveing from the drike by the tum of the century and taking advantage of the profitable wartime
economics, Wamalita remained one of the largest employers and mod successful textile operations in New Bedford,
which hed become atruly immigrant city with large French Canedian, Poligh, Irish, Italian, Scottish, Portuguese ad
Gresk communities

The Modernization of the Mills

In 1918, Oliver Presoott sucoasded William Crgpo as presdent. Preoott hed an entirdly different goproach to operating
the mills and bdlieved that modemization of the aging factories and equipment was paramount. Bewean 1918 and 1927,
Presoott goant $2,500,000 on modemization of the mills. He immediatdy begen a land survey of the property and
devdoped a new, more efficient layout of thefioorswith the aid of advanced enginearing that included removing walls of

the millsif necessary.
An inventory of machinery was undertaken and all outdated equipment wes removed. The pickers and spinning ad

weaving departments were revolutionized with 2,000 modam loomsand 18000 new ring spindles Fewer new pieces of
equipment wereingdled as the old hes bean removed. Additional work goece wias freed up, which resulted in an increese

(continued)
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in production and asavings in labor costs  Pahgosthe mod revolutionary change to Wamaltta Mills, however, westhe
replacement of deam-driven machinary with dectric-powered equipment.

In addition to physica changes to the mills, Presoott o pioneared market reseerch. Under his direction, market surveys
on the qudity of Wamalttas sheats and pillowcases were underteken.  The survey determined that businesses wanted
Wamalitato maintain the high qudity of their products Another Sgnificant change occurred in digribution. Until 1921,

Wamalta markeled and sold "grey goods™ Grey goods weae sat unfinished to bleaching factories and dothing

manufacturers, or s0ld as unfinished cloth. The practice of dedling in grey goods dlowed the didributor, through
licengng, to use ay labe on the cloth they purchesed. Ingenard, only half of the products distributed were sold under
the Wamsutta |abdl.

Prescott took over the digtribution of the materids, brought in supervisors knowledgegble in fabricating finished goods,
and retrained workersto do thejob. Digtribution of the finished products wes licensed to Ridley Watts and Co. of New
York, acompany owned by Ridley Watts who hed worked for Grinnell Willis. Wamsutta hed dosed the circle and now
controlled production of its products from raw cotton to finished shedts and pillowcasesto distribution.

In order to increese didribution and profits for the compeny, Wamauita began advertisng directly to conaumas  Full-

color as in women's megazines such as the Ladies Home Journal said "Your grest grandmother bought Wamauita
Shets”  Direct advertisng proved an effective way to increese seles and production, and therefore, increesed profits and
employment.  In 1920, New Bedford's textile manufacturing reeched its pesk of production with atotd of 121,217

workers.

Expanded advertisng, market reseerch, and ingpection of products increesed selesin 1925 to 87% over the previous yesr.

Meanwhile, Wamauita maintained the prices of their goods This is a particularly sunning accomplishmant, es the

Wamaltta Mills suffered ahuge fire in 1924 that destroyed Mill Nos. 1,2, and 3. As the largest textilerdated fire in the
higtory of New Bedford, it might have bean expected that the effects on WamsuttaMills would have been devadating; on
the contrary, in the fire's wake, modemization continued, and a year laer, in 1925, Wamsutta wes worth $4,000,000,

oparated 236,000 goindles and 4000 looms, employed 2,700 people, and manufectured an array of products from percde

dhegts tolingerie

The effects of modemization and technology did not dop a the doors of the Wamautta Mills. In the 1920s aprofessor a
the Massschusdits | ndtitute of Technology tested anumber of brands of sheatsfor drength, lusrousness and oftness He
determined that the Wamauita brand was the sronges, mod ludrous, and softest et on the market. A Wamatta:
goonsored market Sudy inladies megezinesdirectly asked the housewifeif Wamsutta should chegpen the qudity of their
dhedts for a lower price, a tactic teken by many textile mills in the weke of the Grest Degoresson.  The reeders
ovarwheming regponsewas "no." Bolgstered by these udies, Wamauita abandoned itsthree other gradesof shedting and
manufectured only percde

During the 1920s mery mills were forced to liquidate, and the majority were faced with the Great Strike of 1928, At lesst
twenty mills in New Bedford done were forced to dose their doors during the Depression, but Wamsautta survived once
agan due inlarge part to innovative technology. In the 19305 Wamsutta adopted the "Equi-tenson” method of handling
yam. This process pulled dry threed from section beams and ddivered them into a box for Szing and then to drying
cylinders. During the entire process, all threeds were kept under even tension thereby maintaining their eladticity. Not
long after, Wamauttaregisered "Equi-tenson’ as atradename

(continued)
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Wamautta dso continued to purchese high-quaity cotton and to run production lines & goeads and presares tha
produced the best reaullts. In 1934, under the direction of Presdent Broughton, alaboratory wes edablished & the mills to
devdop new and better products. 1n 1935, the company indtituted a new Wamauita dandard of "Supercde” However,
after two yearsof research, the lab devdoped anew broad cloth nemed "Lustercae,” which hed the gopesranceof sk but
was mecke entirdy of cotton.

During World War |1, Wamaita, like mog the country's manufacturers, hdped in the war effort. Wamsutta produced
products ranging from baloon cloth to gastmask fabric, devoting 400 of its loomsto the production of war products The

ocompay dso wove lighter fabrics used for powder begs, camouflage purposes, and ponchos Wamaltta even produced
nylon flak doth for thewar.

In 1946, Wamautta cdebrated its centennid, but the cdebration wiss short-lived. 1n 1954 Wamautta Mills was bought out
by M. Lowendein add Sons In 1958, a5 a reqult of unfavorable tariff laws, Wamaiita Mills dosad its doors its
mechinery was shipped off to other mills, and the buildings sold in the following yearsto anumber of dothing compenies
who produced textiles on the Site. The mod recant tenant, Shephard Clothing Company, went bankrupt in 2001 Mill

Nos 4 ad 5, and Fcker Houses 4, 5, and 6 are currently undergoing a subgtantia rehabilitation into 250 units of |oft-
dylerentd units.

Operatives of the Mills

While in operation, the Wamautta Mill weas the dte of a number of labor digoutes and employed a modly low-wage,
immigrant community in New Bedford. Poor working and living conditions, long hours, low weages and the occasond

pay cut led to the occadond upheava of a workers drike. Wamatta initially provided housing for its workers, first
congdmcting housing on Front Sreat (no longer extant), but with the dedline in profits and as aresult of numerous labor

problems, the ned for houding was eventudly met by amdl-scae landlords, some of whom were mill workers themsdves
who built multi-family houses and boardinghouses  Hedth conditions for workers was equaly poor with ane in five
children bominto alow-wage family dying by itsfirst birthday compared to one in seventeen for awedthy family.

Working conditions for an average New Bedford mill worker consged of a 54 hour wesk if working full time and 40
hours awesk if working part time. Generdly all mambas of a family worked garting es early as egeten. Mod children

a the mills were taught weaving by their parents, but their labor during this period was unpaid. To address some of these
isues unions weae eteblidhed reatively early on in the New Bedford textile history, however, these unions were
genedly defined by independent crafts auch as weavers spinnars, loom fixers, or other skilled workers. Mog of these
ealy unions were mede up of skilled workers who spoke English, leaving the majority of mill workerswho did not goeek
English unrgoresented  due to discrimination by American-bom workers. Like mary communities and individua mill

corporations. New Bedford and Wamatta were the sites of multiple strikes by its employees

Strike of 1866-67

Ore of the first labor digoutes & Wamaltta wes in 1866-1867. Fal River textile workers formed the Fal River
Amdgamaed Short Time Committee to petition mill owners for a 10-hour day. When the owners refused, the committee
weat on srike axd mills were dosad for two wesks  Sate Saaor Sanud Chese mediated the strike, and the ownars
agreed to the 10-hour day without a peay cut.

(continued)
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In New Bedford, Thomas Benndtt, . agreed to 10-hour work day if other mill owners across New England dso did.
They refused and workersthregtened to srike.  Locd dergy and newspgpears brokered a compromise of a 10-hour work
day with comparddle pay cut. Bennett acogpted the compromise, which creted a rift between skilled and unskilled
workers. Skilled workers, paid by the piece, could work faster and maintain their old wages  Unskilled workers, paid by
the wesk, would work for lower weges a a pace directed by the skilled workers. Due to the intemd strifein the mill,
Benndtt fired five of the drike leedars, caudng all workers to wak off thejob. Workers damanded that he rehire the
leeders ad inditute a 10-hour day without a pay cut. Strikers offered a compromise of a threeemonth tria of a 10-hour
day without apay cut to e if other citiesfollowed. Bennett acogpted but refused to rehire the strike organizers. Despite
threats to continue the drike, mogt workers retumed to work under the origind conditions.

Strike of 1877

After three wage cauts in three years, a drike committee was orgenized in 1877. The mgority of Wamaita workers
thregtened to walk out after the third wage cut, and the company retracted the latest cut. Buoyed by their suooess workers
thregtened to drike unless the other wage cuts were restinded and the goesdups in production reduced.  The company
refused and the workerswalked out. It is noteworthy that William Henry Johnson, an ex-dave who hed become a lawyer,
saved aslegd cound for the striking workers.

The drike collgpsad as areault of the English workers own issues with immigrants, the English gpat modt of their drike
relief fundspaying the French Canedians to day out of the mills. To wait out the srike, the mills smply sold off their
dock. When ned for work won out, many French Canedians retumed to work a the mills. The drike collgpsed, ad
workers continued under the wage cut.

Strike of 1898

A 10-parocent wege cut wiss indituted by New Bedford's textile mill owners in 1898, According to the 18 ownersof New
Bedford'sfine-clothtextile mills, it was required as aresult of increesad competition from the South and large inventories
offinishedcloth in the gorehouses  In the years Snce the 1877 drike, craft unions for textile workersgrew, including the
American Fedaation of Labor (AFL). Asareault, on January 17, the day the wege cut wes indituted, 6,000 soinnars,
weavers and loomfixers waked out of the New Bedford mills, followed by 9,000 unorganized mill workers. Workers
were pad from donations by other unions outdde of New Bedford who were not on strike and from the Oversaars of the
Poor who werelegdly dlowed to pay onethird of a wege for eight weeks

Depite the bad press reaulting in the gtrike for the mill owners, they reftised to give in. Owners refused requested
negatiations with striking workers and caled upon the city's mayor to fine workers $300 (ayear's weages) if they picketed
outdde the gates  In addition, the Ovarsaars of the Poor dated that anyone accepting aid would be conddered a pauper
and would not be dlowed to vote.

Conflicts between craft unions and nonunion workers d0 erupted.  Some unions wanted to add damaendsto the drike,
while gtill more unions complained of the political nature of other unions Non~union employess damanded a dhare of
reliefftindsfrom unions  After three months, strike and rdief fundswere gone Tenamat ownes, pressrad by the
governmeant, began evicting tenants. Wamsutta evicted workers from their mill-owned housng. Retail grocers dopped
offering goods on credit.  Although some mill owners gopeared to be giving up ground by dating that the cut wes
omenhare betwean three and ten percant, giving the unions a compromise, other owners refused and announcad the mills
would reopen. The drike wes deed and workers retumed to any wages they could get.
(continued)
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Strike of 1928

Following the Strike of 1898, the Textile Council, agroup of saverd independent unions of skilled workers emerged to

assg workersin discussing concems over wage and working conditionswith the owners. The Council maneged to broker
svad deds successtully with the owners for the benefit of the workers. However, on April 9, 1928 anctice a& 27 mills
in New Bedford, including WamaLtta, announced a 10% weage cut effective the foll owing week, which was contrary to the
agreamant of 30 daysnoatice the Council hed brokered with the owners

The mill owners once again daimed the cut was the reault of oversiock and the recesson that hit New Bedford's textile
meanufecturers in 1926. Conditions in the mills worsened when amdler mill owners, who could not reduce the goed of
production and day solvert like larger mills such as Wamautta, broke their longstanding agreemants and bagan to increese
production, further glutting the market. As areault of this overproduction, the textile market for the cartd plummeted
and the drike was imminent.

Lessthan awesk after the announcemeant, the unions assodaed with the Textile Council voted to gtrike. Although the
unions rgresanted only the skilled workers (weavers, oinnars, etc.), on the Monday moming of the pay cut, unskilled
workersa Wamaita Mills followed the leed of the unions and did not show up for work. On the ssoond day of the Srike,
the mills dosad their gates  In order for the drike to be successful, the Textile Council was forced to raise mongy to
upport the unskilled, low-wage mill workers to kegp them from retuming to the mills.

Union mambas from non-griking mills in New Bedford pledged 10 percat of the weekly eamings The Textile Council
st out people to raise money from other unions aoross the country during the strike. A citizen Sirike Relief Committee
was edeblished to didtribute funds to non-union workers,  Donetions came in, grocery dores offered credit to striking
workers, and soup kitchens opened.  The Textile Council even convinced the city's public wedfare board that the mill
owners hed dosed the gates 0 nonunion workers could not work and were therefore digible for relief

The mill owners were charged with creating their own problems by the "American Cotton and Wool Reporter™” which

dated thet the New Bedford mills were using selling methods of 50 years ago.  In addition, the editor of Fairchild

Publications (a leading publisher of textile magazines) noted that aweage cut would not simulate demand and mill owners
should nat punish mill workers for their own migakes Membes of the Manufacturers Asociaion (the mill owners)

a0 divided batwean the old guard, including Wamautta Mills, and the new, which produced cotton for automohbile tires, a
booming busnessin the 1920s  Despite these divisions, many of the mill owners were kept afloat by smply continuing to
s off the overstocked goods that hed initiated the pay cuts.

The Textile Manufacturers Committee (TMC) soon arrivedin Nev Bedford. The TMC, bom out of the early Communigt
Paty inthe United States, entered the soane to support the nonunion Portuguese, Polish and other immigrant workers in
New Bedford. The TMC united the unskilled, low-wege workers againg the mill owners a& Wamautta and other mills.
The TMC organized pickets, handed out legflets, and mede more damands on the mill owners such as requesting 40-hour
work wesks and 20% peay increesss. In retdiation, the Textile Council darted to goreed rumors in the press of "reds”
dluding to communids about the TMC. The feuding led up to a fight between two leeders of the organizations a the
gates of the Wamautta Mills during a day of picketing.  Unlike the Textile Council, which weas conddered lawv-abiding by
the city govemment, the TMC was harassed by police, and picketers were condantly arested.  Eventudly, even snging &

(continued)
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pickets was conddered disturbing the peece One rainy day during the summer of the drike, abrawl eupted outsde the
Wamauita Mills when a mamba of the TMC wes put under arest for snging while picketing. Other picketers became
araged ad a mdee broke out. It became obwvious as a reault of thee arests the govemment was backing the mill
owvnes

Following these disurbances and their subsequent trias, mambars of the Textile Council begen to arrivea TMC pickets.

On de 18 mambas of the rival organizations picketed together a Wamautta Mills.  Not long after the July 1 perede of
TMC mill workers, which was blocked by police vehides, the inventories of the mill owners went dry.  The mill owners
announced they would open the mills for production on July 9 with the \0% pay cut. On that moming, thousands of
workers howed up to picket, and the mill owners dosed the gates in defeat.  Soon after, the mill owners pressured the

mayor and city police for support. Hundreds of picketers and parade marchas weare arested and tried in court over the

next two months

With the coming of winter, mill workersworried about survival. The strike hed bean going on for Sx months Mediators
were caled in to broker aded between the mill owners and the Textile Council. The TMC weas not invited. As aresult of
mediation, the two agreed to afive percant wage cut. The drike wes over and the mills reopened.  Depite the urgings of
the TMC leedas on October 8 (the day the mills reopened) to kesp the drike going, workers retumed to the mills. The
drike wes over.

Catton Cloth Production

The manufecture of cotton cloth & Wamautta required hundreds of skilled and unskilled workers over the course of its
higory. The process from ddivery of baes of cotton to the mills to shipment of completed cloth to vendors wes
undertaken in acomplex process divided into three distinct operations: preparation, spinning, and weaving.

Preparation
Cleaning

Upon recapt, bales of cotton were taken from the sorehouse to the opening room in the picker house The cotton beles
weae goaned ad placed into the opening machineg, which with a bedting action loosed the fibers and sgparated
impurities from the fibers. The cotton wes processad through severd picker machines.  There were three kinds genardly
used: the bresker picker, the intermediate picker, and finisher pickers. The bresker picker, which wasthefirst mechine in
the saries took cotton in a fluffy mass partialy deaned it, and then produced the cotton in awide shet of matted fibers,
which were rolled into a cylinder-like shepe cdled algp. The intermediate picker hed the same function as the bresker
with the exception that four of the lgps were fed into the machine and aleveing device mekes the product (which wes d0
in lgp form) into a shet of even thickness. The finishing picker wes the same as the intermediate and completed the
process by deaning and fluffing the cotton afinaltime.

Carding

The next dep in the process of preparation of the fibers, wes performed by a carding machine This sgperated and
padlded thefibers, removed impurities, and ddivered thefibersin the form of divers, long loosdy twisted pieces of
cottonfibers,which then went to the drawing frame.

(continued)
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Drawing and Combing

The drawing frame operation, immediatedly following carding, partly pardlded and drew down the fibers. This wes

accomplished by feeding afew of the divers from the carding machine a a dow goead through fluted feed rollers. They
then pessed & a gregter oad though another st of rallers, caled ddivery rollers. The combing proocess brought the

fibers pardld to eech other, ramoved ngps (naturaly occurring knots in the fibers of the cotton) and other impurities,
extracted a large portion of the short fibers, and was mog commonly used to produce fine yam. Next, the dubbing

machine "drew down" (reducad the dze of) and loosdy twisted the diverstogether into aroving, adightly twisted diver
of cotton, which weas sufficient in strength for subssquent oparations.  The roving was then pessad through thef Iy frame
in which two grands of roving were combined in awishbone-dhaped meachine into one until it met the desred weight.

Spinning

Spinning wes the final process in drawing down and twigting cotton fibersinto yam. One or more drands of dightly
twided roving were used to aregte a 9ngle drand of goun yam, which was wound onto bobbins by the goeeder madhines
Yam wes differentiated into warp (the yam running lengthwise in the cloth), and the filling (the yard which mns
aossnvise in the cloth).

In preparation of the gock for spinning, two or more lgps divers, or rovings were doubled or combined and fed into the
next operaion from which it would emearge as a dngle lgp or diver. The winding machine then wound a continuous

length of yarn into a spoal.

The yam wes then placed on the ring-spinning machine, which utilized a method of spinning yam utilizing aring and

travder that insated the twist and guided the winding of the yam onto a bobbin in a continuous and Smultaneous
spinning operaion from the roving to the goun yam on abobbin.  The mule spinning machine, with intermittent in action,

first goun the yam and then wound it on aspindle into asmall packege caled a cop (acylindrica unit of yam wound on a
paper tube). 1t goun yams of any count but was generdly ussd to obtain veryfi necounts, snce mule-spun yamfibersdid
not lie draight in the yam (as they do inring goun yam), they formed abulkier yam and thus afabric that wes fuller.

Next, the yam was warped to prepare it for the next operation. Beam warping condsed of winding the yam in ashest on
sction beamsfor the dadher or Szing operation. Next, the warp yam was Szed though the dashing machine  The yam
was taken in an even shedt from the section beams passad though the Sze liquid and through squeszeralls, then around

hot cylindersand fansto dry the sheat, and finally was pressad solidly on to the loom beam, or hamess

Weaving

Weaving wes the interlacing of warp ad fill or woof. Warp yam from the loom beem and woof yam from the gpodls or
bobbins were woven on aloom. The loom beam hed to be drawn in, a process where eech of the warpfilamentswes
treeded from the loom beam into the loom. When the hamess was emptied, the ends of the yam were twided to yam from
anaw loom beam by hand. Asthe loomran, itraised eveary other drand of warp yam while the shuttle, apointed block of
wood, pulled the woof yam through. The position of the warp Srandswes reversed and the shuttle pulled through in the
reverse direction. Sooadls or bobbins were replaced when emptied by this process and the empty bobbins retumed to the
Spinning room.
(continued)
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Clath fram the looms wasthen st to the dath room whereit wasingpedted ad graded for quality before bang shipped.
Utilization of the Mills (1910)

Although portions of the mill buildingsa Wamsutta changed uses over the years the following is a shgpahat of the
Wamalita Mills operation during abusy production yeer.

The besamat of Mill No. 1 (not extant, destroyed in 1924 fire) wes utilized as amachine shop. Spadlas were located on
the first floor, while shipping activities were undertaken on the ssoond floor. The third and fourthfl oorshoussd mule
ginning operdions. Severd amdl dhops were located off the northem end of Mill No.l  which condged of an engine
room, belt shop, and tin shop servicing the complex.

Attached by multistory pessegewey to Mill No. 1, the first floor of the Cloth/Harness Room wes dedicated to cloth
ingpection. Meanwhile, the ssoond floor of the building wes divided in a Hamess Room & the far northem end, acloth
room &t the center adjacent to an overhead passsgeto the No. 4 Picker House, and offices a the southem ad of the
building.

The supply room, gorage, and shipping aress in Mill No. 2 (not extant, destroyed in 1924 fire) were rdegated to the
besamat. On the ssoond floor, soesdars were located on the west end of the building while the drawing frames were on
the eest. Smilarly, the combing and doubling operations shared the third floor. Also on the third floor, ring pinning wes
caried out. Mule spinning was located on the entire fourth floor.

Power for Mill No. 3 (not extant, destroyed in 1924 fire) was provided by the dynamo a the west end of the besamat, a
goece daed by the twisting and warping operations. The entire first floor of Mill No. 3 was ddegated to the carding
operaion while the ssoond floor wes dedicated to mule spinning. Thethird floor was shered by the ring soinning on the
wes end and mule spinning on the eadt end, an operation that aso took wp the entire fourth floor.

The two-story No. 3 Ficker House (not extant, destroyed in 1924 fire) conasted of openars and picker medchines onthe
first floor and finishing pickers on the sscond.  Adjacent to the No. 3 Ficker House was the No. 2 Engine House (not
extant), which induded engines and a boiler room.

The besamat of Mill No. 4 weas shared by the carding, combing, andf | yframes operations. Updarson thefirstfioor,the
carding operation wes located immediatdly ebove the carding operdtion in the besamat & the southem ed of the

building. Doubling, dubbers drawing, ad fly frames utilized the remainder of the first floor area The entire ssoond

floor of Mill No. 4 wes utilized for weaving cloth. The far northem end of the third floor was dedicated to mule

spinning, which as occupied the entire fourth floor. The remainder of the third floor was shared by the gpoders adring

innas

Attached by pesssgaway from Mill No. 4, the No. 4 Ficker House wes furnished with openers and picker madhines on the
first floor. The ssoond floor consged offinishingpickers, while the third floor was dedicated to dashing.

(continued)
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The earthen-floored besameart of Mill No. 5weas utilized as amachine room and dorage of loom bearms st @ove on the
first floor, weaving took place on the entire level. From the southem end northward, the seoond floor was shared by the
carding, drawing frames, dubbears and combing mechines, ad fly frames a the northem end. Hy frames wae A0
located a the far north end of the third floor. Ring Soinning, goooling and warping were d <o located onthisleve. On the
fourthfloor,mule spinning encompessad the entire floor.

Adjacentto Mill Nos. 4 & 5isthe No. 5 Picker House, the first floor of which was dedicaied to shafting, condgting of
threading the loom hamesses The first floor of the building housad openers and pickers.  Finishing pickers were
dadicated to the ssoond floor while dashing wes located on the third floor.

Thefirst floor of the No. 6 Picker House was shared by the opener and picker on eestem ed of the building, the dust
dorege & the canter, and wade Sorage a the wetem end.  Above the waste Sorage on the ssoond floor wes the drawing
in room that dhered the floor with the Intermediaie FPicker. Finish picking was located on the entire third floor, and
warping and gpooling took place onthe fourth floor.

Thefirst floor of the Old No. 6 Picker House was dedicated to the gpenars and pickers. The inteemediate pickers ad
finishing pickers were located immediatdy ebove onfloorstwo and three. The carding operations were located on the
third floor ebove the monumentd archway. The fourth floor was shered by the warping and spooling operations

The machinery inMill No. 6 was partly powered by the dynamo located on the first floor of the building. The mgjority of
thefirst floor, however, was dedicated to shafting, loom, machine and miscdlaneous Sorage. The entire ssoond floor wes
deadicated to weaving. Thethird floor of the mill was shered by the carding, combing, doubling and dubbers and drawing
frames opardions  Meanwhile, the mgjority of the fourth floor weas dedicaied to mule spirming, while ring Soinning wes
located & the far wetem end of the floor. The onedory Mill No. 8, ds0 known & the Weave Shed, wes entirdy
dedicaed to weaving.

The mgjority of activity in Mill No. 7 (demolished in 2005) was dedicated to weaving activities located on ahdf of the
first floor, the entire second floor, and the majority of the third floor. Other operations in the building induded a doth
room on the first floor and a dashing and drawing in room on the third floor. The No. 6 Engine House and its square
anokedack, located on the north Sde of west end of the Old No. 6 Ficker House, housed large boilers to power the mill
(demdlished in 2007).

Sevad other buildings, no longer extant, located within the complex induded the gatehouse (demolished betwean 1958
and 1968), located dong Wamauita Stret; a carriage dhed (demolished betwean 1958 and  1968), located near the
ClothYHamess Room; a dorehouse, located near Mill No. 6 (demdlished baween 1924 and 1950); ad the No. 3
Storehouss, formerly the gasometer providing ges to the mills, which was converted a ssoond timeto aredaurant by 1924
(demadlished by 1950). Inaddition, the No. 4 Storehouse (demoalished by 1924), located neer Mill No. 7, agoreéhouse on
North Front Srest, and severd sorehousss and heds on the west Sde of the former railroad tracks, now Route 18
(demalition dates unknown), and severd other amdl gructures were located within the complex and utilized in a support
role for the mills. The 12 -gory No. 6 Engine House (ca 1888 and 1893) extended northward from the west end of Mill
No. 6. The removd of the boilers significantly dtered the south and west devations of the building, and the amokestadk
was sgnificantly truncated after 1958 when the complex was sold.

(continued)
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Mill Nos 4 ad 5 and Ficker House Nos 4, 5 and 6 are currently undergoing asubgtantia rehabilitation utilizing date and
federd hidoric pressrvdion tax credits. These buildings will be conveted into 250 units of marke rae, loft-style
gpatmeants ahedth dub, and the Wamautta Mills textile museum. No dhange of use is currently proposad for Mill Nos.
6 ad 8 Old No. 6 Ficker House, the ClothYHamess Room, or the Wade House, dl currently utilized for commerad ad
light industrid uses  Improvements to the parcds of land assodaed with the renta units indude new surface parking,

landscgping idands, lighting, and stregtscgpe enhancameantt.
Archasodlogical Sgnificance

Higtoric archeenlogica  resources destribed above may contribute important information rdated to the architecture,
technology and manufacturing process assodated with the first cotton manufacturing facility in the City of Nev Bedford.
Structurd evidence of Mill Nos 1, 2, and 3 and anumbea of indudtriad outbuildings assodated with the mills mey
contribute important information related to the architecturd characteridics of early geampowered cotton mills in New
Bedford and techniques usd in their congruction. Detalled andlys's of dructures and artifacts assodated with industrial-
rdated sructures and trash arees may contribute important evidence rdated to power technologies in ue a the millsand
the textile technologies used in the manufacturing process Higtorical and archaeologica  resources may contribute
important information reated to al pheses of the manufecture of cotton cloth, from the ddivery of cotton bales to the
shipmant of completed cloth to vendors. Archaeologica resources may contribute detailed information related to the
three digtinct operdtions thet characterized the complex manufacturing proocessfor cotton cloth: preparation, soinning and
weaving.

(end)
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Name of Property County, State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property approx 19.3 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1, 19 339420 4612640 3, 19 339720
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting
2. 19 339700 4612660 4, 19 339440
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting

_ See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet )

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet,)

11. Form Prepared By

namel/tittle Taya Dixon, Epsilon Associates, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director. MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission ,date  July 2008
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard . telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA .Zip code 021125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name multiple; see attached list
street & number. .telephone,
city or town state. , Zip code.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This infonnation is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a

benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S,C, 470 et seq,).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18,1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of

4612360
Northing

4612320
Northing

this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Paric Service, P O, Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of

Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The boundaries of the former Wamutta Mills are outlined in bold on the accompanying Ste mgp and indudes
plot-lot 72-261, 78-125, 78-218, 78-219, 78-220 78-224, 78-225 in the City of New Bedford.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION
The boundary indudes land totaling gpproximatdy 193 aores which indude the deven buildings ad dructures
higoricdly assodated with the Wamautta Mills ogparated in New Bedford, MA, including Mill Nos. 4, 5, 6, 8, Fcker

House Nos 4, 5, 6, Old Ficker House No.6, the Cloth/Hamess Room, the Wade House (located on the south Sde of
Wamatta Strest), Rodman's Pond, and aone noncontributing metal dorage building.

(end)
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ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION

LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS

MA_New Bedford(Bristol County)_Wamsuttal .tif
*+  Name Wamsutta Mills*
. Location: Acushnet Avenue, Logan, Wamsutta and North Front Streets, New Bedford, Bristol County, Massachusetts*
+  Photographer: Brian Graves, Epsilon Associates*
. Date: December 6, 2007*
* Location of Negative: Original Digital Image at Epsilon Associates, Maynard, MA*
. Description of View: View northeast of west elevations. Mill No. 4, No. 5Picker House, Mill No.5

MA_New Bedford(Bristol County) Wamsutta2.tif
+  Description of View: View esst of interior. Mill No. 4

MA New Bedford(Bristol County) Wamsutta3.tif
+  Description of View: View of south stairtower. Mill No. 4

MA_New Bedford(Bristol County) Wamsutta4.tif
+  Description of View: View northeast of Rodman's Pond

MA_New Bedford(Bristol County) Wamsuttab.tif
. Description of View: View northwest of esst eevation, No. 6 Picker Houseand Mill No. 5

MA New Bedford(Bristol County) Wamsuttab6.tif
+  Description of View: View southeest of north devation. Weave Shed

MA_New Bedford(Bristol County)_Wamsutta?.tif
+  Description of View: View northwest of south eevation. Mill No. 6

MA_New Bedford(Bristol County) Wamsutta3.tif
+  Description of View: View southwest of eest and north devations. Wage House

MA_New Bedford(Bristol County) Wamsutta9.tif
+  Description of View: View southwest of eest devations No. 4 Ficker Houseand Mill No. 4

MA New Bedford(Bristol County) WamsuttalO.tif
. Description of View: View northeest of west and south devations, Cloth and Hamess Room

* Applies to all photographs
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PROPERTY OWNERS:

Armand A. Rheeume Trust
d/o George Rhesume

48 Wamalitta Srest

New Bedford, MA 02740

Coggedhdl Invesment, LTD
FO Box 61008
New Bedford, MA 02746

Wamaita Pond Corporation
FO Box 690307
Quincy, MA 02269

William Stregt Corporation
100 North Front Sret
New Bedford, MA 02740

Wamaltta, LLC
PO Box 690307
Quincy, MA 02269

Wamaiitall, LLC
PO Box 690807
Quincy, MA 02269
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DISTRICT DATA SHEET
Parcd Property Address Building Name Date Congruction Architectural  C/NC
ID No. Syle
78 219 800 Acushnet Mill No. 4 183 Heavy timber frame  Indugtrid C
Avenue
78 225 800 Acushnet Mill No.5 1875 Heavy timber frame  Indudtria C
Avenue
78 224 1 WamaLita Stret Mill No. 6 1882 Heavy timber frame  Industria C
78 218 22 Logen Stret Weave Sed (ekaMill  ca 1906 Heavy timber frame  Industrial C
No. 8)
78 224 800 Acushnet No. 4 Picker House ca 1875 Heavy timber frame  Industrial C
Avenue
78 219 800 Acushnet No. 5 Picker House 1875 Heavy timber frame  Industrial C
Avenue
8 25 800 Acushret No. 6 Picker House ca 1924 Heavy timber frame  Industrid C
Avenue
8 224 1 Wamauitta Strest Old No. 6 Picker 1838 Heavy timber frame  Industrid C
House
7815 61 WamautaSreet Cloth and Hamess 1839 Heavy timber frame  Industria (o
Room
72 261 48 Wamauta Srest . Wedle House ca 1900 Heavy timber frame  Industrid C
8 220 Logen Sregt Rodmean's Pond 1847 C
78 224 1 Wamaita Stregt Metad Sorage Building ca 1990 Sed frame Indugtrid N/C

(non-contributing)
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonvifedth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

July 7, 2008

Mr. J. Paul Loether, Chief

National Register of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

1201 Eye Stregt, NW 8 floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosed plessefind the following nomination form:
Wamautta Mills, New Bedford (Bristol), MA

The nomination hes beaen voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes bean sgned by the
Sate Higtoric Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property in the Certified Local
Govemment community of New Bedford were notified of pending State Review Board
congderation 60 to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Endosure

(6 0% TayaDixon, Epdlon Assodates conaultant
Anne Louro, New Bedford CLG Coordinator
Joan Baubian, Char, Newv Bedford Historicd Commisson
Soatt W. Lang, Mayor, City of Newv Bedford
Gaoge N. Smith, Char, Hanning Board
Ameand Rneseume Trus
Wamautta LLC
Warautall, LLC
Weamauta Pond Corp.

William Srest Corp.
Coggesdl Invesment, LTD

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.sec.sate mausmhc



