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1. Name of Property

historic, name: BOi,i^Di^ .

other name/ si te number : OLD WORRELL FARM

2 . L o c a I. i o n
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s t r ee-1 & number : 555__W__i_ish2_i_n.g_tj3j%_ P.jJi.e_^ _______S_._[ ?_

not fur publication: N/A

city/town: W s j_l §. bliJ[_CL...._..__.___________________ vicinity: _ _X

state: WV_ county: Br__ocJ:;.e.__._____________ code: 009 zip code: 26070

3. Classification

Ownership of Property : P.!lLli£LiliL___.__._.._.____ 

C^ be gory of Proper tv; B U1L D2jy_3S____._....._._..__ 

Number of Rt?sourc:es within Property:

C o n t r i b u t i' • i q !\l o n c. o n 11" i b u t i n g

_._.S?._ ...__J^__ bu i i d i TIGS
____, sites

__.__ ____ structures)
____ .„___ objects

2 C) Total

Nij rub e r o f c o n t r i b u t i ng r e s o u r ces p r evio u s 1 v 1 i <s ted i n t b e Ma t i o n a 1 
Register: __0_

Name of re 1 a ted p)roperty 1 i. s t ing :_!l!Z.zL_______..______.______________



B ta hf;?/Fed era I Agency Cer 11 f i ca t. i on

As the des ignated authority under the National Historic Preservation Ac t 
of 1.986, as amended , I hereby certify that this

..X. n ° m l n a 11 o n
request for determination of eligibility

meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
N a 11 o n a 1 R e q i s t e r o f H i s t o r i c P 1 a c e s a n d m e e t s t h e p r o c: e d u T - a 1 an d 
professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Par t 60. In my opinion, 
t h e p r o p e r t y 
^ meets

does not mee t 
the Mob LA anal Reg i st^\ Criteria. See continuation sheet.

ig n at u re or Le rtifying 0 f rTe ia 1

State or Federa 1 agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property
,_... m eets

does not meet 
t h e N a t i o n a 1 R e g i s t e r c r I t e r I a See continuat ion sheet

Signature of co mmentinq or other o ff icial Date

S t a t e or F e der a I a g e n c: y a n d h u r e a u Date

5. National Park Service Certification
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I , hereb y c: e r t i f y that t h i s p r o p e r t y i s

e n t e r e d i n t h e N a 11 o n a 1 Re g i s t e r 
_ See continuation sheet,

determined el i g i b 1 e f o r the 
N a 11 o n a 1 R e g i s t e r

See conti n u. atio n shee t ,
determined not eligible for the 
Nat ional Register

removed from the Nat ional Register

*^_^t^K iSr"?n8' *
2e€i^-

other (explain):

Sig na ture of Keep er Date of Action



6 . Function or Use 

Historic: D m est ic . Sub: Dofne^st^c :..... sin_qle

Current : Dg_me_s_t_i_cj Sub : D om e st

7. Description

Architectural Classification 
LATE VICTORIAN: Ttalianate

Other Description: I-house*

Materials: foundation Stone 
walls Brick/Wood

r oof Asgha11 sh i ngle
other

Describe oresent and historic physical appearance, 
sheet.

X See? continuation

8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance cf this property in 
relation to other properties: _ local.. __ ._.._. _____ *

Applicable National Register Criteria: A _ & _ B 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) : N/_iA_ 

Areas of Significance: ].r?mj»P g r t a_t i

Period(s) of Significance: 1G23 to 1G62 

Significant Date^s: _ ._ __ __ _ _

Significant Pe r s o n ( s ) : nj[_p_j^j) ^ D_^nf j] r^J: h

Cultural Affiliation: N/A

Arch i tf»c t /Bu i 1 der : Unk nown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, 
considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 
X See continuation



9. Major Bibliographical Reference?-

See c o n 11 n u a t i o n sheet. _X

P r f? v i o u s d o c: u me n t a t i o n o n file ( NF'5 ) : _j_l/A-

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has heec
requested,

previously listec in the National Register 
previously determined eligible by the National Register 
designated a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by H i s t o r i c A m e r i c a n B u i 1 d i n g s Survey tf ________
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # ___^____

Prinary Location of Additional Data:

State h i <=> t o r i. c p r e s e r v a t i o n o f f ice
Other state agency
Federal agency
Local government
L!n i ver s I ty
Other ----- Specify Repository: __

10. Geographical Data
,™ " 'r." zrr ™ _~ xi" ™ ~~~ ~ zz. i~« zr, ™ zr: " " rr: ^t rzf r,r r^ rr: :ir

A c r e 2 a g e» of P r- o p e r t y : /J^

UTM Prefer enc es : 2c ne Eas 1 1 ng No r t h i ng Zone Eas t i ng No r t h i ng

Verbal Boundary Description: Bee continuation sheet,

Beginning at a point at the soutruAjest corner of the property as it meets 
the north side of Washington P i \- e ; thence 220 ' east along the north side 
of Washington Pike; thence north 137' to the north boundary; thence west 
22O ' to the3 west boundary line; thence south 137' to the place of 
beq i nrri ng ,

B o u n d a r y J u s 1, i f i c a t i o r i : S & e c:' o n t i n u a t i c n s h e e t .

The property boundariec, reflect; the boundaries historically associated 
with the Danforth Brown House.

1 1 . Focm Prepared By

Name/I' i t J e : Me . & Mrs , Dav i d Cost

Organization: Qw_ne_i; -si____

Street & Munniier; 5.5S__ 

City or ToiA'n: bi(cl,IttbjJi;f

Telephone: _..L^

State; WV c I P : 26070
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T h e Danf or thi Brown Residence is an early Qrooke County home? along 
Washington Pike one mile east of Wellsburg, West Virginia. The homo was 
built just as the turnp i ke from Washington, F^A, to WelJsburg was laid out 
In 16c*S, The house is of frame and brick- construction with some d e t a i Is 
from the late r par t o f~ the nineteenth century, postdating a fire in the 
1870'5. Today the home would be considered I tal ianate? in character. The 
original spr i nghouse contributes to the property and rests at the 
s o u t h e a s t c o r n e r o f t h e p r o p e r t y .

The Brown home sits on a high bluff on the north side of Washington P:k e . 
There i s a fieldstone wall, constructed in the dry-wall method, acting as 
a retaining wall across the front property line with a center set of 
concrete steps. The? original land grant once had over 300 acres but the 
plat for the Gr own Hnusie has been reduced to one acr e around the 
farmhouse. The driveway to the proper ty is along the west property line 
until it bends to the east to the rear garage bays.

The front or south facade has five bays and is beveled clapboard. The 
house i s an I-house form with two stories, a center hall with a room to 
each side arid end chimneys on the gable r oof. The rear ell is of b r- i c k 
with a tan mortar. The center door has a large pane of glass with panel^ 
k.) e 1 o w. Al 1 the window openings on the frame sect ion of the house have a 
ped imem ted window hoods and a 2/2 double-hung opening. There is a center 
shed r o o f porch with Four turned support posts and two hack pilasters. 
There is scrollwork in the corners made by the supper ts, The p o r c In has a 
wooden dec k with sandstone p i e r supports.

The sands tore foundation is visible on the southeast corner of t In e house 
with the eel la'- t r a p door on the east elevation. The front projecting 
sect i on of the h) o u s e has one window on the right side of t h e? f i r- s t floor 
with the rest of the facade having plain siding and a brick chimney at the 
roof peak. To the r igh b on the east facade the houne recedes back to the 
rear ell. There is a frame addition attached to the front sec t ion of the 
houne filling in par t u f the L-shape floor plan for a bathroom. To the 
r ight of the a d d i t i o n is an open shed porch with turned posts and a wooden 
deck. The openings on the rear brick el 1 have seamenfcal a r r h openings 
with vousso i r s . T h e second floor has four bays w i t h 2/r- doub 1 o-hunq 
windows, one shortened f o r a bathroom. The first floor has two openings, 
one being an exit d o o r from the k i t c h e n. A later concrete block gar a g e 
has been attached to the north end of the rear ell and has two open, ing?; on 
each facade. The doub1e garage doors a r p or the west facade. The framing 
for the asbitrd a s p h a 1 t r o o f used timbers from the old b a r n which w a s 
removed for a neighbor ing modern home.

The west facade has the one s t o r y garage Co the 1 eft and the two s t o r y 
b r i c: k el 1 attached to the right. The west gable end of the F ront frame 
sec h i on is to t h e far Y" igh t . The center brick ell has ^oor bays on the 
firs t< f ] oor and three on the s e c o n d floor . T h e e y i t door opens onto a
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shed D ore: h we Hi turned oosts, and a cement floor. There i s a center 
chimney on the north end of the rear ell. The front ganle end cf the 
house tas plain beveled siding with no openings. The shimnsy flue ha-, 
been remeveci from the roof peak.

The interior- o"f' the home has en original hear" t piss floor set in raedcs 
widthE en the front; portion of the home, with later white pine beards in 
the in ice: ell. The hesr t pine is not found in West Vie gem a and ;- 
thought, to have beer' shipped up the- Oh i e Riser te hie 1 led erg eeseo the ho ess 
was built. The fire in Ids 1 Ode's m^irniy a f for ted the portion of the 
house that now has a brick ell, whieh accounts lor the segmsota] window 
sso- "e -'.• • ".- es:i ore ; os.-: s e R" d '" ] c o ." I • • e , "r h e eeccnd floo:' rsjST.s eiso have the 
-•',->:• v Oe e 1' :: tf- O ; ne f e'-s-'S;.. r 't nre.. =;f t ;'S.: - -ns'S^s !'sn./P v- •/. -.SJS :"• e ;i - ': e 1 S :.-e t !" C ^ : et 
i --eft } nse-' In-: , s r'S"i, i b ] s f .•• •"ST- 0:' i o :';e- ;-, c /" '; , h-h: ^ o , Tr^ so---. .•• *d"! ;;. .; • v '-•,-- -r •; •• t 
f ]-.:)o:" [™.fi \- ••••-• narr-jw rnsc les^vje la •" t; le wit'"; those or> tov i e --eo'G :cj 'dlrsv t) j--n-in .:, 
he^eo-* OMotsI. fd:;e:""sj •--:. ) es in sose o c trrs second f 1 one- aed i. i t s t-r^e f'e.ier- 
secipsei; MO?" -eo rn..^p -en:: ••; r: s - ;. e n fRee/e^ , The fee:) '-d; ?: t a i •' woy is od. •:. o w-iite 
p i ne w :. t h so i nd ] ed r 3 i IB and c n • • v =- si nve- 1 ,;; s ••> t ,

Cjn thnr east s i cie c f " thf-.!' 00=030 is o eeeero, e i ah covering o e^ste-m for foo 
faniTi, Grape v i oes tun- e tioee olontec* en the hillside. Trees mark 'die 
front corners of the property,. At the srjutheast corner of tree ft cot bhuff 
is o, eon to. i bo t I eg spr' i op! 10 use set at o diagonal, which dates to 1 8 Re, The 
spring bod hies forth from the hillside under an open gaole eoefen 
ovee-Reanp . it then runs node1 !'" the -f looe of the- rusticated stone biord- 
portion of the speioghouss- that was used to store milk aod other 
pe}o } shah lt? ia . There are two doors to the: op r i eg ho use? , one from the noe-fh 
facocf- and one uncer they ooen oserR=aop , The over ha no rests on the top of 
a flags tone eall set into the hillside with the sp !"inp at the bottom.

The Brown resi dense is recognized local ly as ao ear ] p Brooke County 
farmhouse built at a rise:- when the new Washington Rite erne opersinq the 
area for development. While the ma i n sore of the house and founoation is 
the early 1823 home, Inter additions after- the fire in the iS^R'e changed 
the appearance a *r the home to Itadianafe. This is no i n ly reflected on thf? 
exterior by the 5 eg me o tod. aod Itad. isoate wind on hoods and door opo'-oincjs.
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T he Da n f o r t h Gro w n House i s b e i e g n o m i n a ted u. n der M a t i o n a i R e q i s t c? r 
Criterion A f O'- its association with the development c f the Washington 
Pike, and Criterion B fur its association with Danforth G r own, a. no ted 
land developer who h el pied to promo te the Washington Pike a re? a in Brooke 
County . The per i od of significance ex tends from the? time5 Brown b u i It his 
home in 1823 to take advantage of the? Wiish i ng ton Pike, to hi c d e a t h in 
1 862 .

The Washington Pike was proposed to connect t h e Oh io River port of 
We • 1 sour g , West V i rg i n i a ( then Virginia) , w i th Wash i ng ton , Pennsy 1 van i a , 
in the early years of the nineteenth century . The passage had been 
suggested i r* 180O aa the final link i n. t h e National Road which wa 6 the 
first: federally turdecj highway t h a t was to connect the eas t coast w i i, h the 
Ohio Rioeo, T h F? r o u t e w a s vetoed , however , in favor of the course to 
Wheel i ng , which is approximately i 5 miles to the couth. S t i 1 .1 in need of 
the p" i mar y route to t. h e e a s t i f the p.- o r t of Wellsberg was to continue to 
d e v e 1 c p , the? local men meet to plan a r o a d b h r o u q h the hi lie eas t of tov-rn.

T h i e c o <T. m i c s i o n e r G', set as i d e $15, 0 C'' 0 w c r t h o f s t o c k. i c i, h e r oad t o I: > e c o I d
in shares of $5O each and any excess o f ' pec fit over 15 percent was to be 
cescei to pao bad the s t o c k . l\lu t h i ng more war, done on t h e Wash i ng ton Pi k (•:•
until aeaio t h e r E' was a chance i or it to do- a par t of th? National Road, 
T h e eceeciee of the National Road f r o m Wash i ng ton to Wheel in,; ooco . n ver •/ 
p o o r shape, R a t h & r "her: rep air it, t tie route o v e r t he Wash 1 ng tor, Pike w a s 
eo -4 • e o f Oe~ae:' i n the early l.ePC'e, The :~uaci was laid o u i: in 1 822 an.j i. n 
I Oe r He-- « 01; '.. e e.e:; :ee ..-••• o • ! cod ,eor !• -ore to-coa « ,'.', c a i r . t !-. 7? route eo, i, 
to. ; r.'e-d '.If.'wn e;, \ e e-r k"eo aian of td'or P e a- '• ,-• =e • ] , e-k, i.d". r,e= : c ••• ; •• .• r '! o * • • • 
'.]••• a !.!(••• . At the def ::e r-cri nn r; f thi--; • i I 1 e: ^de-e^ Jd-e D •••.•-•<'• , - !. h B-C-:I.,--- \-c-,\.i^. 
eiei h u i 1 h . o a v b e in ho pee ef eeejeic c p r o f i t' helping the ee;:e:e'ei c ,e' 

r Oil; . Wo r #•• o-n ^; h e road el oeed hu ': oiae f «eiicd:ed Lo 18 30.

A ] t h u : .' •• ! •' •• t '' •• ; i oi; to 0.00 oo t o •;• j •• ' IO F Ja •-.•••?• -'C6 t i ona'J F-'oa J , i t, wa 3 vi/-r ,•• 
import are- Oecauae it y/a '•:• thie onlv r c.i a r. ! ir !d i ? •• , •/,( •!. t : •:•• o e '" tOe CO' ;n h r / t •: 
points east . ft helped t h e Wellabeioj a r a? a to deeeO ep a r-, d prosper . Also- 
it cave t h e western p a r t of Pennsylvania a. trade and shipping route- t c: the 
r i ver and made Wel 1 sburg a ma i n r i ver shipping p o r t of t: h e t i me .

D a n f o r t h Gr cwn was, a leading buaieeae man arid industrial leader 10 the 
early town of Char les dce/ei. which was 1 a t e r renamed Wellaburg. He first- 
worked for a t i me a a a bank, caehier f r o m 1 S 13 tc 1016, be^f or .:? moving i rot o 
1 and speculation. He a 1 so developed a fourth interest in t h e Duval Glass 
Company in Wel lab ore:] which opera ted fooe 1G 1 3 to 1 838 . Danforth became a 
very prosperous man, we? 1 1 respected in the commun i ty . (He was generous 
w i t h the c oat ri bet ion for the construe t i on of a meet i ng house for the 
Protestant. Episcopal Church in Wellsharg, a long with hie brother John , He 
was a lea elected bo t h e educate on board of the B r o o k. e A res dene/ j u s t. b e f o r e 
h i s d e a t h . He was the eon of C a p) t a i r 01 i ver Brown, a Revolutionary Ore 
veteran and local p o 1 i t i c a 1 f i g u r e who served on the board of 
commissioners which determined the r o u t e of the turnpike in 1 822 . Danforth
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was like many others of the developing west who !orated their homes along 
the new highways settling the land and promoting development.

Anticipating the planned route that the? road would take? through Brooke 
County, Danforth purchased the former yorrell Farm in 1820. Originally 
received as a military land grant by Major William Mahan in 1,786 as par't 
of his service in the Revolutionary War", the 180 acre f arm passed to his 
wife. Ann Mahan, upon the; Major's death in 1797. His widow later married 
Edward Worrell who sold the? farm to Danf or th Brown, While in residence, 
Drown used the home as the? base for his business which was land 
speculation. Brooke County was growing at. this time and Danforth had a 
hand in the exchange of property.

Danforth Brown and his brother, John, bought and sold land in Wellsburu 
and also owned property in other counties. Either by himself or with his 
brother-, Danf or'th owned 06 lots at one time or another in Wellsburg. On 
these lots his will shows at least three houses that he rented in town, 
Danforth owned e68 acres outside the city i n Brooke County, renting one 
fa ran to Bazel yells which was known as the5 Narrows farm. He also owner 1 
and rented two farms in both Mason and Jackson Counties of" Virginia, new 
Wes t; Vi ng i n i a ,

It was two years after purchasing the Worrell property that Danforth Brown 
built his home on the bluff overlooking the route of the Wash, i rig ton Phi k e 
that was to pass its front door. The frame residence was constructed in 
the l-hou.se "f orm with a central hall and a room to each aide on the two 
fleers. The floors of the first floor' of the home have? been found to be 
heart pine which was not naturally available in the wooded area at the 
time of construction. It has been suggested that the lumber was 
transported by way of the Ohio River from either Tennessee or North 
Care 1 i n a 3 n d the n m o v e d o v e r- t h s? f u t u r e t u r n g i k e to the f a n m site, T h e 
house did surf en a fi v~e in the near eli of the home in the IG'^O's, but 
this did not damage the front interiors of the? ^ooms constructed by 
Danforth Brown, This coincides with the physical evidence found in the 
change of the materials jsed on the new rear brick ell. This section of 
the house has the later segmental arch windows and doorways. White pine 
floaning has been used on the rear rooms of the ell on both the first and 
second story, suggesting that the fire damaged only thc-se portions of the 
house. The front window hoods on the frame section of i:he facade were 
probably altered at this time to the then popular I tali aria te fashion that 
is found on a few late nineteenth century homes along the Washington Pike, 
It is unknown if this change took place while Danfoeth'e nephew owned the 
property, inheriting upon Brawn's death in 1862.

On his own 180-acre farm in Brooke County, Danforth led a singie life
raising sheep Ton wool as many of the neighbor-ing farms did at this time.
When the farm was sold in the 1870's by his nephew, the buyers were? wool
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fiI e T - c; h a n t 5 w h o c: o n t i n u e cl t o r a i s e '::> h e e o , T h e r' e w a s also a s m a 1 1 c o a 1 n; i n e 
on the? farm that Oarrforth and his neighbor Gamuel Jacob operated.

The Washington Pike played an important role in the development of Broof-o 
County and was a major transportation link with Washington, PA, and other 
eastern cities, Danforth Brown sited his home to take advantage of this 
new highway which allowed development along the route. His home is one of 
a h a n d f u I 3 t i 1 ] s t a n d i n g f r o /n t h e e a r 1 y days of B r o o t e Co u n t y , A 11 h o u g h 
the window hoods we>ro altered in the later days of the nineteenth century, 
the core of the house, its siting on the bluff, and the original 
spr i nqhouse otill represent thre 18H3 farm site that Danfortti developed.
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PHOTO

PROPERTY NAME: Dan forth Brown House

LOCATION: 195 Washington PiPe
OPallsPnag, OP/ 
Brooke County

PHOTO CREDIT: Rons Reed

DATE; OR PHOTO: May 1.992
NEGATIVE PIPED; Department of On] Pure & History, Historic Preservation
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