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The Dantforth Brown Residence is an early Brooke County home along
Waszhington Pike one mile gast of Wellsbhurg, West Virginia. The home was
butlt Just as the turnpike from Washington, PA, to w@“laburq e

i

[

as |

il
e

in 18d2. The house 1s of frame and brick constructi with some details
from the later part aof the nineteenth century. DUStwaulﬂg a fire in the
1870 s, Today the home would be considered Italiarate 1n character. The

original springhouse contributes to the property and reste ab the
southeast corrner of the propecity.

The Brown home sits on a high bluff on the north side of Washington Fite
There 1s a tieldstone wall, constructed 1n the dry-wall method, acting as
a retaining wall across the front property line with a center set of
concrete stepas., The criginal lsnd grant once had over 300 acres but the
plat for the Brown House has beern veduced to one scre around the
farmhouse . The driveway to the property is along the west propsasrity line
until 1t b to the gast to the Ay garage bhavs.

The front oy south farade has five bavs and beveled clapboard.
House 15 an I-haouse form with two stories, a center hall with a yoc
pach side and end chimneve on the gable roof. The rear ell 1a of
with a tan mortar. The crenter door has a large pane of glass with
below. A1l the window onenings or the frame tion of the houszse have a
nedimented window hoods and a &/2 double-hung opening. There 18 a3 center
shed roof porvoch with four turned support posts and fwo Dack prlasters.
There 15 scrollwork 1 the corners made by the supports. The porch hags &
wooden deck with sandstore pier =supporis.

The sandstore foundation 1s visible on the southeast correr of the house
th the c=llar tran door on the 2ast

2vat1om. The fronmt prolecting

ection of the bouse ha
with the rest of the f:

ocof peak. o the vigh
There 13 a
b

window on the right side of the first floor
having plarn si1ding and 2 brick ohi

o the esast facade the house recedes back to f
rame additlion attached to the ffmnt zection of bthe
f the (~shape floor plan for & bathroom, To the
- an cpen shed poroch with turned poste and a wooden
dect, Z2aBuats on the rear brick ell have seagmental asrch openings
with voussoilrs., Th E=E vt por has fTour bays wibh 278 double-hung
. The fir floor has two operniry
bitohen, 4 later concrete block gars
end of the red 211 and has two openings
cdoors are or the west facade, Tre framir
& timbers from the old barn which was
~emoved Tor o a neighboring modern home.,

windows, one

one heing an
Mas Dheen atbtb
cach facade,

for the

The west facade has the orne story QQVT;W o the left arnd the two sto
%vz*n ell attached to the vight The weet gable end of the front frams
A

cocbion 1s to the far vight,  The center brachk eoll has Tour bays on the
firast ?iamr and three on the second floav., The ewit door o np onto a
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was like many others of the developing west who located their homes alo
the new highways

g the land and promoting development.

Anticipating the plarmned route that the road would taeke t“”@ugh Brooke
County, Danforth purchased the former Woyvrell Farm in 1EEO. Oritgaimally
weived as oa military land grant by Major William Mahen iw 1786 as part
of his zervice in the Revolutionary WHar, the 180 acre fFarm pass
wite, Ann Mahan, upon the s th 1rm 1797. His widow
Edweard wmrrgll who sold the 2 o Danforth Brown., While 1r
Browm used the home as 3 1 owas Lang
speculation, Broaka County was growlng at this btime and Dan
Fand 10 the exchange of prapecty.

H

mayriled
sidence,

=3 whir

Danforth Hrown and hie
and also cwred propecty
brother, Danftarth owned
these lots bis will
Canforth owmned 448 acr

brother, John, bought and sold land 1 Wellsh
b o = by himself or o waith F

obther counties.

{
HoH o lote at ore time or anoih

coon Wellebourg.
he renmnted 1n

s oautside the ciiy 1n County, renting one
Farm to Bazel Wellz which was kroown as the Narrews farm., He also gwred
and rented two farms 1n both Mason and Jesckson Counties of Virginia, now

Weat Virginia

It was two vears af:
Bullt his home an L
that & t
the I-house Form with o central hall and a r
“loovg of the first floor of the home have been
bormaturall available in the wooded o
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com to =sach saide o the two
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v oway af the Uhio River from either Tenness
ira and ther moved over the future twnpike to the Tarm cito. The
house did suffer a e 1n the rear ell of the home in the 1870's, buat
this did not damage the front interiors of the ~ooms constructed oy
Danforith Brown., This coincides with the physical evidenocs found 1n
change of the materiale o red“ orick 211, This sect i
the house has the later segmental arct ndows and docrwavs.  White
flooring has 20 ov the vear 3OS Qf the @11 an botn the fire
second story, sugagesting that the fire damagsd only these portions of the
house. T hoods on the frame =zection of the facade were
probably & is time to the then D spular [taliasnate fashion that
is found on a few late nineteenth century homes along gton i
It 1o unkoown 1T this change toob place mhlle Danforth’ ¢ nephew owned
1
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meyvchants who continued to ralse ohe There was also & small
on the farm that Danforih and his Samuel Jacob operated.
The bashington Pikes plaved an important vrole in the development

ot

County and was a major transportatiorn link with Washington, PH,
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the window hoods were altered 1o the later davs of

the core of the house, 1fs siting on the bluff, ar 11
sriniahouse 111 ovepy i f ste that Darntorth dewe

d his home to tabe advanrntage of this
t

=]
development

along the route. His home 1s one of

of B

County. Although

nireteenth cenbury,

k=)

LR e

loped.




(NPH Form 10-500)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Servics

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

DANFORTH BROWN HOUS
Section Number 9 Page 2

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Jacolh, J.G5. RECORD OF

OMINENT EVENTS, 1882

Brarnt and Fuller. HISTORY OF THE UPPER OHIO VALLEY.
Tolume I, Madizon T: Democcrat Publiching Co. 189G, ». 512
¥ w s t

Newton, J.H. HISTORY OF THE PANHANDLE. Whesling, WV: J.4A. Caldwsall,
18749,

Chapman, Frank, and Dorothy Chapman., HOMES ALONG THE WASHINGTON PIKE.
Wellsburg, WV, 19785, op. &6-7.

T

o}

Brooke County Taw Recovds, Book 1

Frooke Countyv Land Record RBooks

£

Brooke Countyv Will Book 2, o, 421,

Interview with Frank and Dorothy Chapman, Llocal historvians.

Interview with Laryy CGribhen, wood floor expert and historian.

Rew, A BIOGRAPHICAL ISKRETCH OF CAPTAIN OLIVER BROWN. 1882

S

OLD CHURCHES AND FAMILIES OF VIRGINTA. Volume 2, p. 337,

Joseph.,  THE SETTLEMENT AND INDIAN WARS ”T TE L WESTERN PARTE OF
PENNSYLVANTR, 1763-17873. P&IB&QB‘ ublishing Co.,

¥
oE. 2842346,



United States Department of the Interior

AT e i e 1 .|
WA LAl

¥l I,‘ 5 s

NATICONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

DANFORTH DROWN HOUSE

PHOTO INFORMATION

il
=
=
gl
ot
K
-
[
[
e

OTG:  May

NEGATIVE ¥ILED:

1oor
Phe oo

-7 -

oot
[ o
] R

¥
O
&
-
iy
-
s




DANFORTH BROWN HOUSE

Sketch Plan/Photo Map
Map taken from Brooke Co. Tax Assessor Office

RAFTED AT 1" = 400

SEE cC-17 bJ

KEY

A Danforth Brown House
B Springhouse




