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1. Name

historic North Atti Town Center Historir nic;t.rirt.

and or common  Downtown North Attleborough

2. Location

Properties on Bank, Bruce Avenue, Church, Grove, Mason

street & number Avenue, and North and South Washington Streets HA- "o< <& publication
city, town North Attleborough NA vicinity of
state Massachusetts code 025 county Bristol code 005
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
X_district public X occupied agriculture museum
bullding(s) private unoccupied X_commercial X- park
structure  JL both work in progress X_educational X- private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X yes: restricted X- government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial X. transportation
no X_ military other:

4. Owner of Property

Multiple Owners
name

street & number

city, town vicinity of state
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Bristol County Registry of Deeds

street & numtier 11 Gourt Street

city, town Taunton state Massachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Hstoric Assets of the Gonmorveal th

of Massachusetts, Inventory has this property been determined eligible? yes no
62, 64, 68, 82-100, 113-127
date 1983 federal _J< state county local

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Cninmis«;inn .

city,town 80 Boylston Street, Boston state Massachusetts



7. DescriptioNyyth atiphnrnuah Tom Center Hstoric District
North Attleborough, Massachusetts

Condition Checit one Check one
A excellent ' deteriorated unaltered original site
X good ruins X. altered moved date
X fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The North Attleborough Town Center Historic District is a twenty-six-acre area
located in the north central section of North Attleborough, Massachusetts, a
town 31 miles southwest of Boston on the Rhode Island border. Providence,
Rhode Island is located twelve miles to the south. The district extends
linearly along North and South Washington Streets, and comprises the town's
central business district. Fifty-two properties are included in the

district: primarily commercial, they also include several residences, one
church, and a number of municipal structures. Six properties are of late 20th-
century construction and are considered intrusions, while three buildings have
been altered substantially and no longer retain integrity.

The Towmn Center Historic District represents North Attleborough's business
core, which developed hand in hand with the town's thriving industrial base.
Dominating the district are conservative, well-designed late 19th- and early
20th-century business blocks and institutional buildings. A number of these
large masonry nonresidential structures replaced mid to late 19th-century
frame structures that burned in a series of early 20th-century fires. Since
the mid 19th century, jewelry manufacturing facilities have been located to
the north, east, and immediate south of the district. The northern portion of
the district encompasses a greater variety of building types, including
modestly scaled residences, a large apartment block, the public library,
commercial properties and the district's only church. Open space in the
district is limited to the modem Tom Hall's well-landscaped park and the
contiguous, tree-shaded grounds of the Grace Episcopal Church and Richards
Memorial Library. Voids in the streetscape include the lot where the Guild
Block once stood (built ca. 1875, burned 1983) at the southwest corner of
North Washington and High Streets and the former site of the Universalist
Church at the northwest corner of Church and North Washington Streets
(presently used as a bank parking lot).

The district is located along North and South Washington Streets, a Federal-
period thoroughfare running parallel to East Street, a major link between
Boston and Bristol, Rhode Island. A short distance to the east runs the
Tenmile River, a meandering waterway that eventually empties into Narragansett
Bay. The district's terrain generally consists of gently sloping land, and
soil is sandy to gravelly.

Architecturally, the district's greatest strength is its collection of red
brick Georgian Revival and Classical Revival business blocks and institutional
buildings. Several of these structures represent the work of Boston
architectural firms. Local builder James A. Munroe was responsible for all
but one store on the east side of North Washington Street between EIm Street

Continued
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ad Nson Arenue ad ves the builder of the Misonic Building ad the Library
apartnents, as well as his am residence on North Veshington Street, now knom
as the Loeb Estate. Residental structures wthin the district exenplify well
crafted frane vernacular interpretations of the Geek Revival, Italianate, ad
Qeen Are styles. Several of these buildings rnow serve conmercial purposes,
ad a few have been substantially altered toward that end Miterials include
wood, Dbrick, and stone wth trim conposed of brwmstone,T[gEranlte, sandst one,
ad cast stone. Scale ranges fromorne to four stories. The concentration of
relatively large scal e, nasonry nonresidential structures in the southern ad
central ﬁoruons of the district contrasts wth the nodest frane dwellings of
naghbor to the east ad west. The district is further isolated .
parking |ocated to the rear of nany of itscommercial buildings. The district
extends northvard to include residential structures associated wth North
Atleborough's nare promnent jewel ry nanufacturers.

In general the buildings of the district are in to excellent condition

have seen continuous use. The application of a unnumsiding, hownever,
has obliterated salient historic architectural elenents on the facades of
several business blocks, nest notably the @ Fellows Hill at the sout hwest
corner of Church axd North Véshington Streets. These el enents still be
extant beneath s%/nt. hetic coverings. The Telephone Building at 38 South
Viishi ngton Street is a good exanpl e of an early 20th-century Georgian Revival
building that has recently undergone a sensitiverestoration. Wthin the
borders of the district i'sa si n?le manuf acturing building at the corner of
Bruce Arenue axd East Street. 1tsbrick nucleus, wth bracketed gable roof,
was built in 1877-1878 to house a nachine shop ad galvanic battery
rraﬂjfacturlng facility. Light nanufacturing 1s still conducted withinits
val | s.

Bl ow are dESCFIPtIOHS of significant ad representative buil dings.
Nonresidential structures are discussed first, followed hyresidential
buildings ad finally, by noncontributing structures ad 1ntrusions. Ineach
category, buildings are discussed chronologically.

NS [ENM AL BJ LO NGS

North Attleborough National Bak Building. 17 South Véshington Street (ca.
188 wth ca. 190 addition, rap #7, MC #9Fy.

This structure i s a handsone, three-story square-plan Italianate block built
of yellow brick ax enclosed by a very shallow hipped roof wth .
overhanging eaves. The building is five bays wde on each side, adits
regul arl'y ordered wndons exhibrt heavy nol ded caps. Doubdle-hung 21 sashis

nt i nued
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i later replacement. Originally, the bank's entrance was set in the center of
:he South Washington Street facade under a heavy columned Italianate portico.
Juring the 1920s, however, a one-story masonry storefront was added across the
Jrincipal facade, obscuring the original entryway.

~osworth Machine Company, 4 Bruce Avenue (1877-1878 with ca. 1891, 1940, and
1960 additions, map #5, MHC #118).

This Italianate-style industrial structure is the district's only
nanufacturing building. Its brick three-and-a-half-story nucleus was built in
1877-1878 to house a machine shop and facility for the manufacture of galvanic
catteries. Possessing a rectangular plan, the original structure has
symmetrically placed 6/6 wood sash windows set in thin segmental arches. A
segmental-arched two-bay barn door, with a pair of six-paned windows, is
centered in the third story; above is a blind round arch. A steeply pitched
gable roof, supported by paired Italianate brackets, caps the building. The
East Street entrance, also framed by a segmental arch, is located below

grade. A corbelled brick chimney projects from the building's northwest
corner. Later additions include a low, one-story frame structure abutting the
north wall (post 1890), a two-story asbestos shingled west wing (ca. 1960) and
a two-story brick and glass structure that projects from the southern, Bruce
Avenue facade (ca. 1940).

Ri char d&morial Library, 118 North Washington Street (1894, map #32, MHC
WT.

Tre Rchards Li brar% I sthe nost architecturally splohl sticated of the
district's late 19th-century buil di nlg_s. It was built in 1894 fromdesigns
provided by the Boston architect WII[iam Herbert MLean. This hi ghl
ecclectic edifice i sconstructed of brick wth Versau B ue Sone terra
cotta trimand ared slate roof, and blends Renai ssance Revival elenents wth
a (hat eauesque roof and picturesque ol onial Revival copper dorners.
Particularly noteworthy 1sthe nain facade's east-facing portico, wiichis
supported by lonic blue stone colunms. The library's interior islavishl

poi nted wth mhaga'?/ doors, cypress bookcases, a glazed art tile fireplace,
ad mul tipanel wai nscoting, _all In agood state of preservation. The building
has seen constant use as alibrary since it was first erected.

Hll Bock, 54 North Véshington Sreet (ca. 1895, nap #18 MC #100).

Despite the application of asbestos "brick" siding and the nodernization of
its ground-floor storefront, theHll Bock retains theformand nassing

Gont i nued
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characteristic of North Attleborough's late 19th-century commercial

buildings. The block is two stories in height, and has a flat roof fronted by
a parapet with a heavy, bracketed cornice. The second-story 2/2 sash is
original.

Attleborough Savings Bank, 48 North Washington Street (1903, with 1920
addition, mgp #17. ML #99):

The two-story, flat-roofed brick savings bank, essentially Georgian Revival in
styling, was altered in 1922. At that time, the original red-brick facade was
refaced with white limestone and adorned with cartouches. White granite
stringcourses and splayed keystone lintels were retained on the side
elevations. A heavily dentilated cornice with modillions caps the structure.
The building's entrance no longer retains integrity: black granite and glass
has recently replaced the original round-arched entryway.

Chronicle Building, Church Street (1906, mgp #15, ML #98).

The three-story Chronicle Building, originally the home of North
Attleborough's Evening Chronicle, is square in plan, built of brick, and
displays both Georgian Revival and Renaissance Revival details. Splayed stone
lintels cap the main facade's asymmetrical fenestration, and a keystone lintel
surmounts a slightly off-center entryway. On the side elevation, brick
segmental arches top the windows. A stone parapet crowns the front

elevation. The building has recently undergone rehabilitation.

Telephone Building, 38 South Washington Street (ca. 1906, mgp #2, MH #68).

The recently renovated Telephone Building is a well-maintained, finely-
proportioned red brick Georgian Revival-style building, built ca. 1906. The
small structure, set on a high basement, rises one-and-one-half stories to a
slate shingle-covered hip roof. The entrance is set at the center of the
three-bay facade; the double door is placed under a round arch with stone key
and spring blocks. Flanking paired windows are set under round-head arches.
The corners are articulated with brickwork quoins and the molded cornice is
heavily dentilated. Projecting from the building's north wall is a late 1950s
brick addition that is compatible with the main block.

Badarracco Building, 6 South Washington Street (ca. 1908, mep #8, ML #84).

This imposing business block was constructed of red brick ca. 1905-1910 and
mey represent the early work of the prolific North Attleborough builder James

Continued
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Mrvroe. Thebuilding isof rectangul ar plan andrises three stories toa |ow
hi roof wth pednented dorners. The ground floor contains five stores
wth nodern commexcial storefronts. Awperineter cornice divides thefirst ad
second story. Both the second andthird floors of the principal facade have a
symmetrical ~design Of paired wndows and natching narble sills and lintels,
second-fl oor wrdows exhibit keystone lintels. Third-floor wndows are
surnounted by roundarch |inestone Panels wth high relief decorations. The
cornice consists of a three-tiered frieze and a broad soffit. @ the south
side of the buildingis anoctagonal stairway, probably alater addition, that
is cantileveredout Tromthe burlding s face and extends only between the
second and fourth floors.

CGentral Building, 3L North Veshington Street (1916, nap #12, NAC #86).

This two-story yellow brick structure ranks anang the | east altered exanpl es

of early 20th-century commercia bl ocks in North Attleborou%% S?/rmretrlcal

ax five bays wde, wth extensive polychromatic trim the Gentral Bock is a
fine exanple of the Cassical Revival style. @ thefirst floor, two
storefronts flank a central entrance that is enfraned by pilasters ad a
classicized entabl ature nade of brownstone. Qourses of sandstone

separate the two stories and encl ose patterned brick panels. The second floor
exhibits four groups of three Y1 wndows, capped bytransons, flankinga pair
of simlarly topped wndows. Above the second level is another sandstone
course and a brick parapet wth aheavily dentilated cornice. Adate stone at
the parapet center reads "1916."

North Attleborough Post Cifice, 30 South Véshington Street (1916, nap #3, NAC

mr.

The post office is agxﬁ exanpl e of the work of Janes V@t nare, architectural
supervi sor of the U Treasury Departnent fromca. 1895 toca. 1935  Built
in 1916, this chastely rendered exanpl e of early 20th century Georgian Revival
ost office architecture rises onestory toaflat roof. I[ts five-bay nain
acade i ssymmetrically arranged, dommnated by atrio of tall central "entrance
bays set within anarcade. [Doric linestone pilasters culmnating in roud
arches wth linestone trimand consol e keystones delineate the arcade. The
PHasters.of the arcade support a wde cornice band, which iscarried around
he building. Hanking the entrances are oversized round headed wndons wth
heavy nuntins, multipane sash, and spring bl ocks.

Gont i nued
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Minufacturers' National Bank, 67 North Veshington Street (1922, nap #23 MC
mr.

Located on a corner |ot, thepresent branch office of Bay Bak was designed in
1922 by the Boston architectural firmof Hitchins and Fench. Despite its
small sSize, the building has a grand appearance and i s a good exanpl e of the
Georgi an Revival st¥|e. The building 1's of red brick, i s onestory in height
ad I's capped by aflat roof. Three bays by four bays inform it's centra
entrance 1S set between two snal|l rectangular wndows and i s surnounted by a

oken pedi nent, above which is amltipane round arched wndow w th hea\g/
muntins. The wndows on the secondary facades are sinilarlyround arched.
I\d?mrtd Doric pilasters, supporting a broad projecting pedi nent, flank the
ent r ance.

DeBois Building, 145 North Veshington Street (ca. 1925, nap #0, MC #94).

The (olonial Revival-style DeBlois Building is one of anuer of conmercial/
residential structures erected in thedistrict during the 1920s. The front
elevation of the building is presently faced wth brick, while therest of the
building retains itsoriginal clapboardi n}g_. I't rises three stories toa flat
roof supported by awde cornice. Three first-floor storefronts are largely
intact, wth original display wndow arrangenents and transons. A br

nal ded cornice divides the conmercial space fromthe two stories of

residential space above. Five bays of fenestration consist of paired 31

s?sh.. Aconcrete plaque bearing the building's rene separates thetwo upper
stories.

lIE@rr}i eri Building, 53-59 North Washi ngton Street (ca. 1926-1927, map #]

Tvo stories tall and constructed of red brick and cast stone, the Ranieri
Building shelters five storefronts under broad arches of cast-stone blocks on
its first floor. Al five retaintheir original naterials ad form plate
glass wth snall nulti-paned wndows above and exterior electrical fitting of
copper lanps and overhead |ights. The five-bay second floor features triply
rouped w ndows, separated by concrete Panels wth cast foliate designs. A

nol ded cornice and a brick parapet broken at regular intervals by
(assSical Revival-style concrete urns crows the nain facade.

Hotel Hxon. 85 North Veshington Street (1928, nap #25, MC #93).

e of the largest buildings in thedistrict isthe Htel Hxon, built in
1928, It isasinply adorned four-story structure inthe Golonial Revival

nt i nued
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style, slightly U-shaped in plan with a long rear ell and two projecting
single-story additions on the main facade. Two enclosed pediments with
centrally placed vents mark the gable roofs of the main block's two wings; two
large chimneys pierce the roof. Constructed by local builder Howard Harris,
the hotel presently shelters a nursing home.

Bristol Lodge, 36 South Washington Street (1926, map #1, MHC #82).

The Bristol Lodge Masonic Building is located at the far southern edge of the
district facing the City Hall Park. It was designed in the Classical Revival
style by Hutchins and French of Boston in 1927. The three-story building is
large, massively scaled, and possesses a rectangular plan. It is constructed
of red brick and is topped by a flat roof. Its main elevation features a
pedestal-1ike ground floor crowned by a stringcourse and forming the base of
the temple form that dominates the facade. Plain pilasters composed of cast
stone frame the main facade's three bays of round-arch-framed 6/6 windows.
They support a heavy continuous entablature and a wide pediment, enclosed in
which is the Masonic compass set within a cartouche.

Dana Block, 35 North Washington Street (ca. 1927, map #14, MHC #87), and
Slotnick Building, 47 North Washington Street (ca. 1927, map #16, MHC #88).

On opposite corners of North Washington and Orne Streets, the Dana and
Slotnick buildings are small, single-story flat-roofed commercial buildings.
The former building, though recently reworked in an unsympathetic manner,
retains a fine Classical Revival-style brick and concrete parapet with angled
corners, plaques, and decorative stonework. The latter structure, less
altered, retains flat, cast concrete columns separating intact storefronts and
supporting a frieze with bas-relief fruit baskets.

Grace Episcopal Church, 104 North Washington Street (1931, map #28, MHC #6).

Set back from the west side of North Washington Street, facing well-landscaped
grounds and a semicircular drive, is the late Gothic Revival Grace Episcopal
Church. Built in 1931 to replace an 1859 Gothic Revival frame church and
parish house that burned in 1928, the new church was designed by the Boston
architectural firm of Smith i Walker. It is built of coursed ashlar and is
dominated by a large square tower at its northern end. The church possesses a
cruciform plan, and a large rose window is centered in the front-facing gable,
above the entryway. The building also has fine lancet-shaped stained glass
windows.

Continued
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RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS

J. C. Albro House and Tailor Shop, 97-101 North Washington Street (ca. 1845
with early 19th-century wing, map if*"WATWITTET. Together with the Capt.
Abraham Hayward Store, discussed below, the Albro House is one of two early
19th-century houses in the district that also served commercial purposes. The
house assumed its present L-shaped configuration by 1871, as evidenced by a
Bristol County atlas. Its components include: the ca. 1845 main block; a
one-and-one-half story attached cottage at the front (north) of the lot with
front-facing gable and projecting enclosed single-story porch with flat,
bracketed roof; a two-and-one-hal f story gable-roofed structure to the south
with central entrance; and a single-story rear ell (ca. ?7?). Albro's tailor
shop was located in the rear of the property.

Capt. Abraham Hayward's Store, 113 North Washington Street (ca. 1845, with ca.
1930 additions, map #30, MHC mTTT.

Although extensively altered by the addition of a single-story early 20th-
century addition to its main facade, Capt. Hayward's store retains much of its
original form and detail. When first constructed, this building--probably
used initially both as a residence and a store--was a three-bay vernacular
expression of the transition from Greek Revival to Italianate styling. Still
in evidence are 6/6 sash, fascia boards set beneath the side walls' eaves,
shallow cornice returns, and a pair of corbelled chimneys projecting from the
gable roof.

Capt. Abraham Hayward House, 117 North Washington Street (ca. 1780, with mid
and late 19th century alterations, map #31, M #64).

The Capt. Hayward House, the earliest structure in the district, has sustained
numerous changes since it was first constructed in the late 18th century.
Local tradition holds that this building was originally a single-pile Federal-
period cottage. An ell was added some time in the 19th century. Later
alterations include a Greek Revival-style elliptical lunette in the gable peak
and a late 19th-century single-story Queen Anne-style wraparound porch with
half timbering and starburst pattern on the porch gable. A large projecting
bay on the second-story side elevation is also a later addition.

William W. Fisher House, 125-127 North Washington Street (ca. 1860, map #35,
MHC #123).

Ore of the best preserved and most finely detailed houses in the district is
the William W. Fisher House. This commodious Italianate-style double house

Continued
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was built ca. 1860 for a well-to-do jewelry manufacturer. In general, windows
are fully enframed and cornice-headed, with 6/6 wood sash. A pair of narrow
round-arched windows above the entrance are united by a pediment. The low-
pitched central gable displays a stained glass multipaned oculus window. The
cornice exhibits a narrow continuous Greek Key motif. Projecting from the
five-bay main facade is a pedimented, Tuscan-columned front porch, a early
20th-century Colonial Revival-style addition. The main block is crowned by a

gable roof. A rear wing with low hipped roof may actually be an earlier
structure.

Otis Bartlett House, 16 Grove Street (1871, mep #34, MH #116).

The Otis Bartlett House is a well-preserved example of an Italianate frame
vernacular single-family dwelling. Sheathed in clapboard, the building is
two-and-one-half stories in height, gable-roofed, with a side-hall plan and a
two-story rear wing. Narrow corner boards frame the building. The three-bay
facade features a pilastered entryway with enclosed pediment--probably a
turn-of-the-century alteration—and windows are fully enframed, with
shallow-headed lintels and bracketed sills. A broad cornice displays carved
brackets, and the front-facing gable has shallow returns. A contemporaneous
frame barn to the rear of the property has two large doors on the ground
level, a hayloft door centered in the gable roof, and narrow corner boards.

Henry F. Barrows Cottage, 15 Bank Street (1878-1880, mep #6, M #114).

This narrow, compact Queen Anne-style house was originally one of a compound
of buildings that included the mansion of Attleborough's leading jewelry
manufacturer, Henry F. Barrows, a greenhouse, and stables (no longer extant).
It is characterized by an irregular plan, a variety of window shapes, a
sweeping roof line, and pitched gables. The attic gables retain patterned
shingling. Projecting from the main elevation's second floor is an oriel
window supported by carved wooden brackets.

Charles P. Young House, 107 North Washington Street (1880, mgp #29, ML
imv.—

Although it has lost its original wraparound porch and is now sheathed in
asbestos shingles, the Charles P. Young House retains its Queen Anne-style
plan and massing, with cross gables and a pyramidal corner tower. Projecting
bays and oriels and cast-iron cresting remain as well. Bargeboards on the
front and side gables display punchwork and sunburst decorations.

Continued
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Charles P. Young Barn/Stable, 103 North Washington Street (1880, map #27, M

Now a residence, 103 North Washington Street originally served as a barn and
stable for the Charles P. Young estate to the west. It was converted to
residential use ca. 1900 and now is a good example of a Queen Anne-style
cottage. Essentially L-shaped in plan, on its main facade the building
features a wide gable over a projecting porch with sawcut brackets and turned
posts. A smaller gable projects to the porch's south. Fenestration is
irregular and includes a bank of single-pane fixed windows surrounded by small
square panes.

W. H. Riley Houses, 11, 13-15, 17-19, 21-23, 25-27 Mason Avenue (1907, map
#22, 23, 24, 25, 26; MHC #115).

This group of five Queen Anne-style vernacular multifamily houses was built in
1907 on speculation for jewelry manufacturer William H. Riley. The builder
was probably James A. Munroe. The structures vary in height from one-and-
one-half to three-and-one-half stories, and stand with their gable ends to the
street. Number 11, the tallest in the group, is surmounted by a distinctive
gambrel roof. Several of the buildings retain original two- or three-story
porches; the houses are otherwise devoid of ornamentation.

Loeb Estate, 159 North Washington Street (1918, map #40A, MHC #183).

The Tudor Revival-style Loeb Estate, built by local builder James A. Munroe as
his own residence, has a syntnetrical facade with two front-facing steep-
pitched gables linked by a three-bay-wide pavilion. The first story is brick,
while the overhanging second story is stucco-clad. Colored glass is embedded
in the stucco-sheathed gable peaks, and false half timbering adorns the second
story and attic. Decorative exposed rafters divide the two stories and
project from the building. There is a brick-columned open verandah crossing
the front facade.

INTRUSIONS AND NONCONTRIBUTING BUILDINGS

It is unfortunate that the North Attleborough Town Center has lost a number of
valuable assets in recent years; these buildings have been replaced with
buildings or parking lots now considered as intrusions. Among these are one
building and two parking lots that have replaced structures included in North
Attleborough's 1982 inventory. These are the housing for the elderly building
at 20 South Washington Street, which was built in 1984 in place of the Art

Continued
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Deco-style NETOGO Community Theater (1928); the parking lot at the corner of
North Washington and Church Streets, where the Universalist Church (1882)
formerly stood (demolished 1983); and another parking lot at 60-70 North
Washington Street, where the Guild Block (ca. 1985), a fine, Italianate-style
commercial block, stood until it burned in 1983 during a rehabilitation
effort. Other recent structures include the Town Hall on South Washington
Street, built ca. 1975 on the grounds of the now-demolished Henry Barrows
Estate; the L'il Peach convenience store at the corner of North Washington and
Elm Streets, which replaced the Second Empire-style Wamsutta-Emerson House
(1874); the Durfee Attleboro Multibank Building, 6 North Washington Street;
and several other small infill commercial structures. The construction of all
these buildings reflects the continued commercialization of North
Attleborough's town center.

Further reflecting the town center's growing commercialization during the late
19th and early 20th centuries, a number of buildings in the district have
sustained some alterations, particularly early residences converted to
conmercial use by the addition of a later storefront. And "modernization" in
the early years of this century also had an impact on some of the district's
late 19th-century commercial buildings. Nonetheless, most retain much of
their original form, massing, detail, and scale, and are considered as
contributing structures. Several buildings in the district have been so
altered, however, as to be unrecognizable. These noncontributing structures
include the Odd Fellows Hall, 32 North Washington Street, a ca. 1875 building
with corner tower that has been severely changed over time and is now sheathed
completely in aluminum siding, and the Boyle Block, 8 North Washington Street,
built in 1887, a building whose details are also obscured by synthetic siding
and whose first floor is now dominated by a modern "colonial" storefront.
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statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The North Attleborough Towmn Center Historic District retains integrity of
location, design, setting, and association. Historically, the district is
significant as the commercial and residential area that evolved linearly in
direct relationship to North Attleborough's manufacturing and mercantile
enterprises. From the mid 19th century (ca. 1865) to the mid 20th century
(ca. 1930), North Attleborough was an internationally known center for jewelry
manufacturing. Factories were located to the north, east, and west of the
nominated district. Jewelry manufacturing, on a more limited scale, continues
within a number of these factories today. Architecturally, the district is
significant for its assemblage of late 19th- and early 20th-century commercial
and domestic buildings--well-designed Georgian, Colonial, and Classical
Revival office blocks and municipal structures, as well as Queen Anne-style
and other late Victorian residences and businesses of those associated with
the jewelry industry. The district also includes several pre-Civil War
buildings associated with North Attl eborough's earlier development. The North
Attleborough Tomn Center Historic District thus meets Criteria A and C for
listing to the National Register of Historic Places, with significance on the
local level.

Located thirty miles to the south of Boston in Bristol County, North
Attleborough is currently bounded by Plainville to the north, Mansfield to the
northeast, Attleborough to the southeast and Cumberland, Rhode Island, to the
west. The town was included in the Rehoboth North Purchase of 1666, along
with Attleborough, parts of Mansfield and Norton, and Cumberland, Rhode
Island; this large tract was granted to the inhabitants of Rehoboth by the
Plymouth Government. The earliest English settlement in the Attleboroughs was
established by John Woodcock in the vicinity of the Baptist Common, to the
north of the district. Woodcock was licensed to operate an ordinary in 1670.
His establishment was located on the Bay Road (now East Washington Street), a
native trail providing the primary overland route between Boston and Rhode
Island. Woodcock's ordinary was built in 1669, and demolished in 1806.

Named for a town in Norfolk County, England, Attleborough was incorporated as
a town in 1694; at that time, its population stood at 180. Incentives for
settlement in the northern section of Attleborough included an ample water
supply provided by Whitings Pond to the west and the Tenmile River to the
east. Saw and grist mills were the first industries to be located on the
river's bank. During the 18th century the focus of North Attleborough
community life was at Old Town, a village located a few miles to the south of

Continued
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the present tom center along wiat i s ow Missachusetts Foute 1. UWitil the
md 19th century. North Attleborough inhabitants were engaged primarilyin
agricul tural pursuits.

The birth of the town's internationally inportant jewel ry trade datesto

1780. Inthat year an . fell ow knom only as "the Fenchnan” .
(probably Le Fornier) established a brass hi n%gmar‘dvhgv\elr -naki ng enterprise
at a forge near the junction of Chestnut and South Veshi ng¥on Sreets (outside
the nomnated district). B/ 1804, George W Robinson forned a to
nanuf acture buttons and jevel ry on Gonmorveal th Avenue in North At ebor ough
(al'so outside the nommnated district; no |onger extant). Robinson speciallzed
In ornanental coat and waistcoat buttons. By 1812, he was naki ng netal
buttons and by 1826, gilt buttons were being produced. In 1834, Robinson's
firm enploying 65 hands, was said to be the nost extensive producer of netal
buttons inthe Lhited States.

Qher button ad jewel ry firns were established on the periphery of what is
mw the tom center of North Attleborougrh fronthe 1820s through the 1840s.
Inportant early firns included Draper, Tifft and . (established 1821), H M
ad E |. Rchards (1833), ad Sephen Rchardson ad . (18362. The
R chardson firmwas |ocated on the south side of HEm Street on the Tenmle
Rver ad vas the first to export [Jroducts to Europe and. by 1854, tonaintain
an office inNw York Aty. Qly the Rchards factory rena ns.

The prosperity of these nanufacturing conpanies pronpted the establishnent of
nercantile enterprises ad institutions nearby the tom center. B/ 1855 the
northern portion of Atleborough had a popul ation of nearly 3,000 ad

contai ned 24 {ev\elry manuf act uri ng conpani es (producing al nost &L million
worth of jewelry annually) as vel[" as enterprises devoted to the nanufacture
of carriages ad the sale of hardware, dry goods, and furniture. During the
Gvil Ve, nany of North Attleborough's firns received business fromthe
Lhited Sates Any, wWo ordered |arge quantities of gold, silver, and rolled
plate badges ad enlens. The first nercantileenterprise inthe district was
a conpery store (1848) that briefl occugl ed the site of the Italianate-style
National “Bak Building (ca 1858, #9? at the corner of Bak and South
Veishi ngton Streets. e surviving exanpl es of antebel |umstructures that
housed connercial concerns includethe J. G Abro Huse ad Tailor Shop,
97-1001 North Veishington Street (ca. 1845 wth early 19th century rear wng,
joined ca. 1871 #126) ad Captain Arahamtayward s Sore (MC #122) at
113 North Veshington Street, built ca. 1845 inthe Geek Revival stylewth
ca. 1930 additions.

Qont i nued
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Although few buildings from the 1860s survive in the district, one of the best
preserved is the William W. Fisher House, built ca. 1860 for a partner in the
S. E. and W. W. Fisher Company, manufacturer of "rolled plated goods of the
finest grades" and specialist in ladies' lace, pins, drops, bangles,
bracelets, and lockets. Fisher's Italianate-style double house continues to
serve a residential use at 125-127 North Washington Street (map #35, ML
#123).

The growth of North Attleborough's town center was further fueled by the
completion in 1870 of four miles of railroad track for the Attleborough Branch
Railroad, linking North Attleborough with Attleborough and thence, Boston and
Providence. A Stick-Style railroad station stood for many years on South
Washington Street, opposite Barrows Street, just outside the nominated
district. In 1930, rail service through North Attleborough ceased, and the
station was torn down at that time.

Following the Civil War, residential construction dominated the district.
Several well-crafted frame residences were the homes of families associated
with North Attleborough's jewelry trade. The centerpiece of the downtown was
the Second Empire-style Wamsutta House (later the Emerson House Hotel), which
was built in 1874 at the northeast corner of North Washington and EIm
Streets. The building burned in 1918. Machinist Otis Bartlett built a fine
Italianate-style house at 18 Grove Street in 1871 (VHC #116). Charles P.
Young, a partner of the jewelry firm of Young and Bennett, manufacturers of
"solid rolled gold plate chains and trimmings,"” owned the ca. 1880 Queen
Anne-style house and stable at 103-107 North Washington Street (VHC #124). At
the southern extremity of the district, all that remains of jewelry
manufacturer Henry F. Barrows' estate is a ca. 1878-1880 Queen Anne-style
cottage at 15 Bank Street (VHC #114) and the Municipal Park. The estate
itself, which stood just south of the district boundaries, was destroyed in
the early 20th century. Occupying some of its lands today is the mid
20th-century Tomn Hall on South Washington Street. The two-family residence
at 12-14 Grove Street, the G. Herbert French House (ca. 1895, MH #117), was
the home of a partner in the jewelry manufacturing firm of Riley and French.

A linear cluster of buildings recognizable as a town center was gradually
constructed along Washington Street between Bank and High Streets during the
final decades of the 19th century. These include the Anawan Building, 16-28
North Washington Street (1881, with early 20th-century alterations, ML #97),
the Boyle Block, 8 North Washington Street (1887, with mid 20th-century
alterations, ML #96), and the Hall Block, 54 North Washington Street (ca.
1895, MHC #100).

Continued
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B/ the close of the 19th century, the tom center also included space for
social clubs ad civic organizations. The aforenentioned Hil B ock hous
the Knights of Gl unbus, andapronnnently sited at the southwest corner of
Church and North Veshington Stireets is the@d Fellows Hill (MC #62?1. The
|atter housed shops and offices as well as neeting space for the Rght Varthy
Gand Lodge of Massachusetts. [ts Second Enpire-style nucleus (1875) retains
its original form and a late 1880s front tower also renains. However, the
?mbldl ngis prgls.entlysheathed insyntheti ¢ siding, axd none of its historic
abric 1svisible.

Domnating the tom center's post-Avil Ve streetscape were the Gthic
Revival steeples of Gace Eﬁl scopal Church (built 1859, burned 1928) ad the
Lhitarian Universalist Church (built 1882 destroyed 1983). Qurrently the
only church remining inthe district isthe well-designed late Gthic Revival
second Gace Episcopal Church dedicated in 1931 It represents the work of
the Boston architectural firmof Smth & Vel ker ad repl aces the 1859 frane
bui | ding that burned in 1928.

Tre Italianate-style Bosworth Michine (II[]H”% (MC #1_18%, at 4 Bruce Avenue,
is the only manufacturing plant standing within the historic district's
boundaries. Its brick nucleus was built for Pliny Bosworth in 1877-1878 to
house a nachi ne shop for jewel ry-naking tools. the close of the 19%th
century, the buildingwvas also a gal vani c battery nanufacturing facility.

North Attleborough separated fromAtleborough ad was incorporated as atom
on July 30, 1887. The tom expanded considerably during the |ate 19%th
century; by 1890 the 9opulat|on was greater than 6,000, ad the tom had an
assessed val ue of $3,708,678. The towis jewel ry products and allied

manufact ures were exported worldw de and included sterling silver, platedad
ten-carat jewelry, ad rolled gold plate. Badges, nedal s, fraternity pins,
chains, ad belt bupkl es were anang the specialty products nanufactured by
North Attleborough jewelers. Prosperityand growth pronpted construction
fol low ng incorporation, and North Attleborough's dowtomn assuned its present
appearance inthe first decades of the 20th century. Its brick and nasonry
conmercial bl ocks exhibit surface treatnents derived fromclassical tradition,
reflecting an effort to emulate architectural trends inlarger urban centers.
Mbst are of nodest architectural character, but are well-preserved, nany wth
original fenestration and other details retainedintact., Atransportation
revol ution between 1890 and 1925-bringing wth it the introductionof the
electric trolley and the autonobile<inked the tom nare closely wth the
outside world and played a key role in expanding the tom center' s conmercial
core.

@nti nued
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Built in 1894-1895, the Richards Memorial Library (VHC #8) at 118 North
Washington Street is the first municipal building erected in the town center
following incorporation. The cost of its lot and construction were funded by
the children of North Attleborough jewelry manufacturer E. Ira Richards. This
architecturally eclectic and lavishly appointed structure was one of the first
buildings in the town center designed by a Boston architect--William Herbert
McLean (1870-1942)--and is significant both for its fine design and as a
reflection of North Attleborough's increasing sophistication and associations
with Boston.

Important early 20th-century buildings constructed in the town center include
the Georgian Revival-style Telephone Building (1906, M #6) at 38 South
Washington Street; the Chronicle Building, Church Street (1906, MH #98), home
of North Attleborough's first independent newspaper; the Post Office Building
(VHC #83) on South Washington Street (1916); and the Attleborough Savings Bank
(VHC #99) at 48 North Washington Street (1903). The new commercial blocks
were given the names of prominent local businessmen: the Badarracco Block,
named for fruit and confectionery store owner David Badarracco, 6 South
Washington Street (VHC #84), a handsome ca. 1908 Georgian Revival-style
building, and the Riley Building, 61-65 North Washington Street, built for
jewelry manufacturer William H. Riley in 1913 (MHC #90). In 1907, Mr. Riley
had also built five multifamily houses on Mason Avenue, just off Washington
Street, for speculative purposes (VHC #115). For many years the town offices
were housed in the ca. 1900 C. W. Ralston Building, a long, two-story
commercial building now considerably altered by the application of new
storefronts and aluminum siding (VHC #102).

The town's continued prosperity as a jewelry manufacturing center played an
important role in the downtown's early 20th-century building boom. By 1915
North Attleborough, with a population in excess of 10,000, contained thirty
steam power plants and sixty-one jewelry concerns and allied industries. The
total value of all types of goods produced in the town was seven million
dollars. The Loeb Estate, home of James Munroe, a local builder responsible
for several early 20th-century commercial blocks (including the Badarracco
Block), is the only residential structure of this period within the district.
It marks the district's northernmost boundary at 159 North Washington Street.
Continued commercial construction to serve the expanding motor trade reflects
this 20th-century prosperity. Among the two-story brick and masonry blocks
built in this period are two Classical Revival-style business blocks: the
1916 Central Building at 31 North Washington Street (VHC #86) and the
1925-1926 Ranieri Building (VHC #89) at 53-57 North Washington Street. The
red brick Classical Revival-style DeBlois Block (VHC #94), 145 North
Washington Street, the district's northernmost commercial/residential block.

Continued
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was built ca. 1925. The Dane Block and the Slotnick Block (both built ca.
1927, located at 35 and 47 North Washington Street, respectively, MHC #387 and
#88), are more modest single-story storefronts that nevertheless display
finely detailed Classical Revival parapets and decorative stonework.

Built on the eve of the Depression, the Classical Revival-style Masonic Temple
(VHC #82) at 36 South Washington Street, with its monumental temple form,
reflects the height of North Attleborough's early 20th-century prosperity. It
was designed by the Boston architectural firm of Hutchins A French,
specialists in the design of bank buildings. They were also responsible for
the ca. 1922 Georgian Revival-style Manufacturers National Bank at 67 North
Washington Street (VMHC #91). The Hotel Hixon, a large Georgian Revival-style
building at 69 North Washington Street (MHC #93) was built in 1928 to provide
the town with guest accommodations and function rooms. It is currently used
as a nursing home. North Attleborough's first movie theater, a fine Art
Deco-style theater run by the New England Theatre Operating Corporation, was
built in 1929 at 17-26 South Washington Street. The building also housed live
stage shows and served as the site for town meetings. The building was
demolished in 1983 and replaced by housing for the elderly.

In 1930, the Attleborough Branch Railroad ceased operation and all rail
service to North Attleborough came to an end. Coupled with the Depression and
the construction of the East Washington Street bypass in the 1930s, diverting
traffic from the business district. North Attleborough's town center entered a
lengthy period of decline. Over the past ten years, however, the town center
has revivified. The result in part is the construction of several infill
structures in the district, as well as alteration or loss of other significant
older buildings. Accompanying the revitalization of the town center, however,
is a new awareness of the community's resources, and at least one sensitive
rehabilitation project (the Chronicle Building) has been the result.

ARCHAEOLOGY

While archaeological considerations are not a major component of the
significance of the district, there is potential for archaeological resources
in the district. No prehistoric sites are currently recorded within, or in
close proximity to, the district. However, the high density of sites reported
further down the Tenmile River in Attleborough suggests that prehistoric sites
may survive within the district. Historic archaeological potential centers on
the likelihood of occupation-related features (wells, pits, privies, etc.)
around residential buildings as well as the potential for documenting
buildings and structures no longer extant. The significance of these features
would relate to the social and economic evolution of a community dominated by
a single industry, jewelry manufacturing.
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10.  Geographical Data
Verbal Boundary Descriptionand Justification

See attached assessors', sketch, and US GS naps for an exact delineation
of district boundaries. The selection of boundaries has been based on a

consi deration of historical devel opnent patterns and integrity, as well as

the presence of nodern construction and noncontributing structures in the

i nnedi ately surrounding area. |ngeneral, the bounds enconpass the late 19th-
early 20th century coimercial and institutional core of the town. Several
residential propertiesat the northem edge of the district have devel opnental
and historical ties to North Attleborough's ccrmercial evolution.

Specifically, the bounds have been drawn t odelineate an essentially linear
district along North and South WAshington Streets, the nmain thoroughfare

of North Attleborough. The sout hem boundaries of the district include

several early 20th century buildings—he Masonic |odge, the tel ephone conpany,
and the post office—and a park, formerlypart of the estate of North Attleborough's
| eading 19th century jewelry manufacture, Henry Barrows. North Attleborough's
recently erected Town Hall now occupies part of the Barrows Estate grounds.
Boundaries proceed northward along rear | ot lines on the west and east sides

of South and North Washington Streets. The westem edge i s extended t o include
the Barrows Cottage on Bank™ Street and the Chronicle Building on Chtirch

Street; Dboth are buildings with ties tothe town's ccnnercial devel opnent.

East em bounds areextended t oincludethe [ate 19th century Bosworth Machi ne
Gnpany on Bnte Avenue and a rowof multifam |y housing on Mason Street,

built on speculationfor a local jewelry manufacturer inthe early 20th century.
At its northemend, the district includes a 3nall residential enclave

built at the height of North Attleborough's early 20th century prosperity.
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7. DescriptionNpgtn atlphnrnuah Tom Center Historic District
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Condition Check one Check one
A excellent ' deteriorated unaltered A original site
X good ruins X altered moved date
X fair unexposed

Descritie; the present and original (if known) physical appearance
¢« OS

The North Attleborough Tomn Center Historic District is a twenty-six-acre area
located in the north central section of North Attleborough, Massachusetts, a
town 31 miles southwest of Boston on the Rhode Island border. Providence,
Rhode Island is located twelve miles to the south. The district extends
linearly along North and South Washington Streets, and comprises the town's
central business district. Fifty-two properties are included in the
district: primarily commercial, they also include several residences, one
church, and a number of municipal structures.Seven properties are of post-

1935 construction and are considered intrusions, while three buildings have
been altered substantially and no longer retain integrity.

The Town Center Historic District represents North Attleborough's business
core, which developed hand in hand with the town's thriving industrial base.
Dominating the district are conservative, well-designed late 19th- and early
20th-century business blocks and institutional buildings. A number of these
large masonry nonresidential structures replaced mid to late 19th-century
frame structures that burned in a series of early 20th-century fires. Since
the mid 19th century, jewelry manufacturing facilities have been located to
the north, east, and immediate south of the district. The northern portion of
the district encompasses a greater variety of building types, including
modestly scaled residences, a large apartment block, the public library,
commercial properties and the district's only church. Open space in the
district is limited to the modermn Tom Hall's well-landscaped park and the
contiguous, tree-shaded grounds of the Grace Episcopal Church and Richards
Memorial Library. Voids in the streetscape include the lot where the Guild
Block once stood (built ca. 1875, burned 1983) at the southwest corner of
North Washington and High Streets and the former site of the Universalist
Church at the northwest corner of Church and North Washington Streets
(presently used as a bank parking lot).

The district is located along North and South Washington Streets, a Federal -
period thoroughfare running parallel to East Street, a major link between
Boston and Bristol, Rhode Island. A short distance to the east runs the
Tenmile River, a meandering waterway that eventually empties into Narragansett
Bay. The district's terrain generally consists of gently sloping land, and
soil is sandy to gravelly.

Architecturally, the district's greatest strength is its collection of red
brick Georgian Revival and Classical Revival business blocks and institutional
buildings. Several of these structures represent the work of Boston
architectural firms. Local builder James A. Munroe was responsible for all
but one store on the east side of North Washington Street between EIm Street

e «  Continued .
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and Nson Arenue and vas the builder of the Misonic Building and the Library
apartnents, as well as his om residence on North Véishington Street, now know
as the Loeh Estate. Residental structures within thedistrict exenplify well
crafted frane vernacular interpretations of the Geek Revival, Italianate, and
Are styles. Several of these buildings now serve conmercial purposes,
ad a fewhave been substantially altered toward that end. Materials include
wood, brick, and stone wth trim conposed of brownstone, granite, sandstone
ad cast stone. Scale ranges fromone to four stories. The concentration of
relatively large scale, nasonry nonresidential structures i nthesouthern ad
central portions of the district contrasts wth the nodest frane dwel|ings of
nelglhbor tothe east and west. The district is further isolated by
parking located totherear of nany of itsconmercial buildings. Thedi'strict
extends northvard toinclude residential structures associated wth North
Attl eborough's nare promnent jewel ry manuf acturers.

In general the buildings of the district are in toexcellent condition
ad have seen continuous use. The application of a unnumsiding, hovever,
has obliterated salient historic architectural elenents on the facades of
several business blocks, nest notably the @d Fellows Hall at the southwest
corner of Gurch and North Véshington Streets. These el enents still be
extant beneat h s%/nt hetic coverings. The Tel ePhone Bui I ding at South
Viishi ngton Street is a exanpl e of an early 20th-century Georgian Revival
bui lding that has recently undergone a sensitiverestoration. Wthin the
borders of the district i's asi n?le manuf acturing building at the corner of
Bruce Avenue and East Street. |tsbrick nucleus, wth bracketed gable roof,
was built in 1877-1878 t o house a nachi ne shop and galvanic battery
nalnlufacturlng facility. Light nanufacturing 1s still conducted wthinits
wal | s.

Bl ow are descriptions of significant and representative buildings.

Nonresi dential structures are discussed first, followed by residential

bui ldings and finally, by noncontributing structures and intrusions. Ineach
category, buildings are discussed chronol ogically.

NONRES [ENITAL BU LD NS

North Attl eborough National Bank Buil di ng, 17 South Washi ngton Stree
1858w t h ca. 1920 addi ti on, map #7, MHCi9W.

This structure i s a handsone, three-story square-plan Italianate block built
of yellow brick and enclosed by a very shallow hipped roof wth deep
overhanging eaves. The building is five bays wde on each side, axd its
regul arl'y ordered wndows exhibit heavy nol ded caps. Double-hung 21 sashis

Gnt i nued
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a later replacement. Originally, the bank's entrance was set in the center of
the South Washington Street facade under a heavy columned Italianate portico.
During the 1920s, however, a one-story masonry storefront was added across the
principal facade, obscuring the original entryway.

Bosworth Machine Company, 4 Bruce Avenue (1877-1878 with ca. 1891, 1940, and
1960 additions, map #5, MHC #118).

This Italianate-style industrial structure is the district's only
manufacturing building. Its brick three-and-a-half-story nucleus was built in
1877-1878 to house a machine shop and facility for the manufacture of galvanic
batteries. Possessing a rectangular plan, the original structure has
symmetrically placed 6/6 wood sash windows set in thin segmental arches. A
segmental-arched two-bay barn door, with a pair of six-paned windows, is
centered in the third story; above is a blind round arch. A steeply pitched
gable roof, supported by paired Italianate brackets, caps the building. The
East Street entrance, also framed by a segmental arch, is located below

grade. A corbelled brick chimney projects from the building's northwest
corner. Later additions include a low, one-story frame structure abutting the
north wall (post 1890), a two-story asbestos shingled west wing (ca. 1960) and
a two-story brick and glass structure that projects from the southern, Bruce
Avenue facade (ca. 1940).

Richards Memorial Library, 118 North Washington Street (1894, map #32, MHC
WT.

The Richards Library is the most architecturally sophisticated of the
district's late 19th-century buildings. It was built in 1894 from designs
provided by the Boston architect William Herbert McLean. This highly
ecclectic edifice is constructed of brick with Warsau Blue Stone and terra
cotta trim and a red slate roof, and blends Renaissance Revival elements with
a Chateauesque roof and picturesque Colonial Revival copper dormers.
Particularly noteworthy is the main facade's east-facing portico, which is
supported by lonic blue stone columns. The library's interior is lavishly
appointed with mahogany doors, cypress bookcases, a glazed art tile fireplace,
and multipanel wainscoting, all in a good state of preservation. The building
has seen constant use as a library since it was first erected.

Hall Block, 54 North Washington Street (ca. 1895, map #18, ML #100).

Despite the application of asbestos "brick" siding and the modernization of
its ground-floor storefront, the Hall Block retains the form and massing

Continued
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characteristic of North Attl eborough's late 19th-century commercial

buildings. The block is two stories in height, and has a flat roof fronted by
a parapet with a heavy, bracketed cornice. The second-story 2/2 sash is
original.

Attleborough Savings Bank, 48 North Washington Street (1903, with 1920
addition, mgp #17, ML #99):

The two-story, flat-roofed brick savings bank, essentially Georgian Revival in
styling, was altered in 1922. At that time, the original red-brick facade was
refaced with white limestone and adorned with cartouches. White granite
stringcourses and splayed keystone lintels were retained on the side
elevations. A heavily dentilated cornice with modillions caps the structure.
The building's entrance no longer retains integrity: Dblack granite and glass
has recently replaced the original round-arched entryway.

Chronicle Building, Church Street (1906, mgp #15, ML #98).

The three-story Chronicle Building, originally the home of North
Attleborough's Evening Chronicle, is square in plan, built of brick, and
displays both Georgian Revival and Renaissance Revival details. Splayed stone
lintels cap the main facade's asymmetrical fenestration, and a keystone lintel
surmounts a slightly off-center entryway. On the side elevation, brick
segmental arches top the windows. A stone parapet crowns the front

elevation. The building has recently undergone rehabilitation.

Telephone Building, 38 South Washington Street (ca. 1906, mgp #2, ML #68).

The recently renovated Telephone Building is a well-maintained, finely-
proportioned red brick Georgian Revival-style building, built ca. 1906. The
small structure, set on a high basement, rises one-and-one-half stories to a
slate shingle-covered hip roof. The entrance is set at the center of the
three-bay facade; the double door is placed under a round arch with stone key
and spring blocks. Flanking paired windows are set under round-head arches.
The corners are articulated with brickwork quoins and the molded cornice is
heavily dentilated. Projecting from the building's north wall is a late 1950s
brick addition that is compatible with the main block.

Badarracco Building, 6 South Washington Street (ca. 1908, mep #8, ML #84).

This imposing business block was constructed of red brick ca. 1905-1910 and
may represent the early work of the prolific North Attleborough builder James

Continued
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Mivoe. The buildingisof rectangular plan andrises three stories toa |ow
hi roof wth pedinented dorners. The ground floor contains five stores
wth nodern coomercial storefronts. Aperineter cornice divides thefirst and
second story. Both the second andthird floors of the principal facade have a
synmetrical ~design of paired wndows and natching narble sills and lintels.
second-f| oor 'wndows exhibit keystone lintels. Third-floor wndows are
surnounted by round-arch Iinestone Pa_nels wth high relief decorations. The
cornice consists of athree-tiered frieze and abroad soffit. @ the south
side of the buildingis anoctagonal stairway, probably alater addition, that
Is cantilevered out fromthe burlding s face and extends only between the
second and fourth floors.

CGentral Building, 3L North Veishington Street (1916, nap #12, NAC #86) .

This two-story yellow brick structure ranks anang the |east altered exanpl es

of early 20th-century conmercial blocks in North Attleborou%% g/rmetrlcal

ad five bays wde, wth extensive polychromatic trim the Central Bock is a
fine exanple of the (assical Revival style. @ thefirst floor, two
storefronts flank a central entrance that is enfraned by pilasters ad a
classicized entabl ature nade of brownstone. urses of sandst one

seﬁar_ate thetwo stories and encl ose patterned brick panels. The second floor
exhibits four groups of three 1 wndows, capped by transons, flankinga pair
of simlarly topped wndows. Above the second |evel is another sandstone
course and a brick parapet wth aheavily dentilated cornice. Adate stone at
the parapet center reads "1916."

North Atleborough Post Gfice, 30 South Veshington Street (1916, nap #3, NAC

mr.

Tre post office is a(épod exanpl e of the work of Janes Vetnare, architectural
supervi sor of the U Treasury Departnent fromca. 1895 toca. 1936  Built
in 1916, this chastely rendered” exanpl e of earIY 20th century Georgian Revival

st office architecture rises onestory toaflat roof. I[ts five-bay nain
acade i s synmetrically arranged, domnated by a trio of tall central "entrance
bays set wthin anarcade. Doric linestone pilasters culmnating in round
arches wth |inestone trimand consol e keystones delineate the arcade. The
Pllasters_of the arcade support a wde cornice band, which iscarried around
he building. Hanking the entrances are oversized round-headed wndows w th
heavy nuntins, nultipane sash, and spring bl ocks.

@nti nued
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Manufacturers' National Bank, 67 North Washington Street (1922, mgp #23, M
?5TT:

Located on a corner |ot, the present branch office of Bay Bak was designed in
1922 by the Boston architectural firmof Hitchins ad French. Despite iIts
snal| size, the building has a grand appearance and is a good exanpl e of the
Georgian Revival stkll e. Thebulding is of redbrick, is one story in height
and I's capped by a tlat roof. Three bays by four bays inform itS central
entrance 15 set” between two snal|l rectangular wndows and is surnounted by a
broken pedi nent, above which is amultl?ane round arched wndoww th heavy
nuntins. The wndows on t he secondary facades are simlarly round arched.
wa Doric pilasters, supporting a broad projecting pedi nent, flank the
ent r ance.

DeB ois Building, 145 North Veshington Street (ca. 1925, nap #40, MTC #94).

The Golonial Revival-style DeBlois Building is one of a nunber of commercial/
residential structures erected inthedistrict during the 1920s. The front
elevation of the building is presently faced wth brick, while therest of the
building retains its origrnal clapboardi n?_. It rises three stories toa flat
roof supported by awde cornice. Three first-floor storefronts are largely
intact, wth original display wndow arrangenents and transons. A broad

nal ded cornice divides the coomercia space fromthe two stories of

residential space above. Five bays of fenestration consist of paired 31

s?sh, Aconcrete plague bearing thebuilding' s nene separates the two upper
stories.

Ranieri Building, 53-59 North Véshington Street (ca. 1926-1927, nap #19, MC

mr.

Two stories tall and constructed of red brick and cast stone, the Ranieri
Building shelters five storefronts under broad arches of cast-stone blocks on
its first floor. All five retain their original materials and form: plate
glass with small multi-paned windows above and exterior electrical fitting of
copper lamps and overhead lights. The five-bay second floor features triply
grouped windows, separated by concrete panels with cast foliate designs. A
heavy molded cornice and a brick parapet broken at regular intervals by
Classical Revival-style concrete urns crowns the main facade.

Hotel Hixon, 85 North Washington Street (1928, mgp #25, ML #93).

Ore of the largest buildings in the district is the Hotel Hixon, built in
1928. It is a simply adorned four-story structure in the Colonial Revival

Continued
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style, slightly U-shaped in plan with a long rear ell and two projecting
single-story additions on the main facade. Two enclosed pediments with
centrally placed vents mark the gable roofs of the main block's two wings; two
large chimneys pierce the roof. Constructed by local builder Howard Harris,
the hotel presently shelters a nursing home.

Bristol Lodge, 36 South Washington Street (1926, map #1, ML #82).

The Bristol Lodge Masonic Building is located at the far southern edge of the
district facing the City Hall Park. It was designed in the Classical Revival
style by Hutchins and French of Boston in 1927. The three-story building is
large, massively scaled, and possesses a rectangular plan. It is constructed
of red brick and is topped by a flat roof. Its main elevation features a
pedestal-1ike ground floor crowned by a stringcourse and forming the base of
the temple form that dominates the facade. Plain pilasters composed of cast
stone frame the main facade's three bays of round-arch-framed 6/6 windows.
They support a heavy continuous entablature and a wide pediment, enclosed in
which is the Masonic compass set within a cartouche.

Dana Block, 35 North Washington Street (ca. 1927, map #14, MHC #87), and
Slotnick Building, 47 North Washington Street (ca. 1927, map #16, MHC #88).

On opposite corners of North Washington and Orne Streets, the Dana and
Slotnick buildings are small, single-story flat-roofed commercial buildings.
The former building, though recently reworked in an unsympathetic manner,
retains a fine Classical Revival-style brick and concrete parapet with angled
corners, plaques, and decorative stonework. The latter structure, less
altered, retains flat, cast concrete columns separating intact storefronts and
supporting a frieze with bas-relief fruit baskets.

Grace Episcopal Church, 104 North Washington Street (1931, map #28, MHC #6).

Set back from the west side of North Washington Street, facing well-landscaped
grounds and a semicircular drive, is the late Gothic Revival Grace Episcopal
Church. Built in 1931 to replace an 1859 Gothic Revival frame church and
parish house that burned in 1928, the new church was designed by the Boston
architectural firm of Smith & Walker. It is built of coursed ashlar and is
dominated by a large square tower at its northern end. The church possesses a
cruciform plan, and a large rose window is centered in the front-facing gable,
above the entryway. The building also has fine lancet-shaped stained glass
windows.

Continued
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RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS

J. C. Albro House and Tailor Shop, 97-101 North Washington Street (ca. 1845
with early 19th-century wing, mgp #26, M #126). Together with the Capt.
Abraham Hayward Store, discussed below, the Albro House is one of two early
19th-century houses in the district that also served commercial purposes. The
house assumed its present L-shaped configuration by 1871, as evidenced by a
Bristol County atlas. Its components include: the ca. 1845 main block; a
one-and-one-half story attached cottage at the front (north) of the lot with
front-facing gable and projecting enclosed single-story porch with flat,
bracketed roof; a two-and-one-haif story gable-roofed structure to the south
with central entrance; and a single-story rear ell (ca. ??). Albro's tailor
shop was located in the rear of the property.

Capt. Abraham Hayward's Store, 113 North Washington Street (ca. 1845, with ca.
1930 additions, mgp #30, M #1'27T:

Although extensively altered by the addition of a single-story early 20th-
century addition to its main facade, Capt. Hayward's store retains much of its
original form and detail. When first constructed, this building--probably
used initially both as a residence and a store—was a three-bay vernacular
expression of the transition from Greek Revival to Italianate styling. Still
in evidence are 6/6 sash, fascia boards set beneath the side walls' eaves,
shallow cornice returns, and a pair of corbelled chimneys projecting from the
gable roof.

Capt. Abraham Hayward House, 117 North Washington Street (ca. 1780, with mid
and late 19th century alterations, mep #31, ML #64).

The Capt. Hayward House, the earliest structure in the district, has sustained
numerous changes since it was first constructed in the late 18th century.
Local tradition holds that this building was originally a single-pile Federal-
period cottage. An ell was added some time in the 19th century. Later
alterations include a Greek Revival-style elliptical lunette in the gable peak
and a late 19th-century single-story Queen Anne-style wraparound porch with
half timbering and starburst pattern on the porch gable. A large projecting
bay on the second-story side elevation is also a later addition.

William W. Fisher House, 125-127 North Washington Street (ca. 1860, map #35,
MHC #123).

Ore of the best preserved and most finely detailed houses in the district is
the William W. Fisher House. This commodious Italianate-style double house |

Continued
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was built ca. 1860 for a well-to-do jewelry manufacturer. In general, windows
are fully enframed and cornice-headed, with 6/6 wood sash. A pair of narrow
round-arched windows above the entrance are united by a pediment. The low-
pitched central gable displays a stained glass multipaned oculus window. The
cornice exhibits a narrow continuous Greek Key motif. Projecting from the
five-bay main facade is a pedimented, Tuscan-columned front porch, a early
20th-century Colonial Revival-style addition. The main block is crowned by a
gable roof. A rear wing with low hipped roof may actually be an earlier
structure.

Otis Bartlett House, 16 Grove Street (1871, mep #34, M #116).

The Otis Bartlett House is a well-preserved example of an Italianate frame
vernacular single-family dwelling. Sheathed in clapboard, the building is
two-and-one-half stories in height, gable-roofed, with a side-hall plan and a
two-story rear wing. Narrow corner boards frame the building. The three-bay
facade features a pilastered entryway with enclosed pediment--probably a
turn-of-the-century alteration--and windows are fully enframed, with
shallow-headed lintels and bracketed sills. A broad cornice displays carved
brackets, and the front-facing gable has shallow returns. A contemporaneous
frame barn to the rear of the property has two large doors on the ground
level, a hayloft door centered in the gable roof, and narrow corner boards.

Henry F. Barrows Cottage, 15 Bank Street (1878-1880, mgp #6, ML #114).

This narrow, compact Queen Anne-style house was originally one of a compound
of buildings that included the mansion of Attleborough's leading jewelry
manufacturer, Henry F. Barrows, a greenhouse, and stables (no longer extant).
It is characterized by an irregular plan, a variety of window shapes, a
sweeping roof line, and pitched gables. The attic gables retain patterned
shingling. Projecting from the main elevation's second floor is an oriel
window supported by carved wooden brackets.

Charles P. Young House, 107 North Washington Street (1880, mep #29, M
Imv.

Although it has lost its original wraparound porch and is now sheathed in
asbestos shingles, the Charles P. Young House retains its Queen Anne-style
plan and massing, with cross gables and a pyramidal corner tower. Projecting

bays and oriels and cast-iron cresting remain as well. Bargeboards on the
front and side gables display punchwork and sunburst decorations.

Continued



NPS Form 10-JOO-. OMB No. 1024-0018
0.82) Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior ». i,.m.. HIM n
National Park Service For NPS use only
National Register of Historic Places received
Inventory—Nomination Form date eritered

North Attleborough Town ft
Continuation sheet Center Historic District ltem number 7 Page

North Attleborough, Mass.
Charles P. Young Barn/Stable, 103 North Washington Street (1880, map #27, MLC

m.

Nov a residence, 103 North Washington Street originally served as a barn and
stable for the Charles P. Young estate to the west. It was converted to
residential use ca. 1900 and now is a good example of a Queen Anne-style
cottage. Essentially L-shaped in plan, on its main facade the building
features a wide gable over a projecting porch with sawcut brackets and turned
posts. A smaller gable projects to the porch's south. Fenestration is
irregular and includes a bank of single-pane fixed windows surrounded by small
square panes.

W. H. Riley Houses, 11, 13-15, 17-19, 21-23, 25-27 Mason Avenue (1907, map
#22, 23, 24, 25, 26; MHC #115).

This group of five Queen Anne-style vernacular multifamily houses was built in
1907 on speculation for jewelry manufacturer William H. Riley. The builder
was probably James A. Munroe. The structures vary in height from one-and-
one-half to three-and-one-half stories, and stand with their gable ends to the
street. Number 11, the tallest in the group, is surmounted by a distinctive
gambrel roof. Several of the buildings retain original two- or three-story
porches; the houses are otherwise devoid of ornamentation.

Loeb Estate, 159 North Washington Street (1918, map #40A, MHC #183).

The Tudor Revival-style Loeb Estate, built by local builder James A. Munroe as
his own residence, has a symmetrical facade with two front-facing steep-
pitched gables linked by a three-bay-wide pavilion. The first story is brick,
while the overhanging second story is stucco-clad. Colored glass is embedded
in the stucco-sheathed gable peaks, and false half timbering adorns the second
story and attic. Decorative exposed rafters divide the two stories and
project from the building. There is a brick-columned open verandah crossing
the front facade.

INTRUSIONS AND NONCONTRIBUTING BUILDINGS

It is unfortunate that the North Attleborough Town Center has lost a number of
valuable assets in recent years; these buildings have been replaced with
buildings or parking lots now considered as intrusions. Among these are one
building and two parking lots that have replaced structures included in North
Attleborough's 1982 inventory. These are the housing for the elderly building
at 20 South Washington Street, which was built in 1984 in place of the Art

Continued
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Deco-style NETOQO Community Theater (1928); the parking lot at the corner of
North Washington and Church Streets, where the Universalist Church (1882)
formerly stood (demolished 1983); and another parking lot at 60-70 North
Washington Street, where the Guild Block (ca. 1985), a fine, Italianate-style
commercial block, stood until it burned in 1983 during a rehabilitation
effort. Other recent structures include the Town Hall on South Washington
Street, built ca. 1975 on the grounds of the now-demolished Henry Barrows
Estate; the L'il Peach convenience store at the corner of North Washington and
ElIm Streets, which replaced the Second Empire-style Wamsutta-Emerson House
(1874); the Durfee Attleboro Multibank Building, 6 North Washington Street;
and several other small infill commercial structures. The construction of all
these buildings reflects the continued commercialization of North
Attleborough's town center.

Further reflecting the town center's growing commercialization during the late
19th and early 20th centuries, a number of buildings in the district have
sustained some alterations, particularly early residences converted to
commercial use by the addition of a later storefront. And "modernization" in
the early years of this century also had an impact on some of the district's
late 19th-century commercial buildings. Nonetheless, most retain much of
their original form, massing, detail, and scale, and are considered as
contributing structures. Several buildings in the district have been so
altered, however, as to be unrecognizable. These noncontributing structures
include the Odd Fellows Hall, 32 North Washington Street, a ca. 1875 building
with corner tower that has been severely changed over time and is now sheathed
completely in aluminum siding, and the Boyle Block, 8 North Washington Street,
built in 1887, a building whose details are also obscured by synthetic siding
and whose first floor is now dominated by a modern "colonial” storefront.

While the MacKreth Memorial Building (1939-1940) is a fine late Colonial Revival
structure. Us age does not allow its significance to be evaluated by National
Register cntena, and it must be counted as a non-contributing building.



8. Significance North Attleborough Town Center Historic District
North Attleborough, Massachusetts

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric X archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture X religion
1400-1499 X-archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture _JL economics literature sculpture
_ X 1600-1699 X architecture _ X education military social
_X_1700-1799 art - engineering music humanitarian
_X_ 1800-1899 X commerce —~ exploration settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics government transportation
invention _X_ other (specify)
Community Development
Specific dates 1670-1930 ~ Builder Architect |[*[tI~le”™ arclLttectS

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The North Attleborough Town Center Historic District retains integrity of
location, design, setting, and association. Historically, the district is
significant as the commercial and residential area that evolved linearly in
direct relationship to North Attleborough's manufacturing and mercantile
enterprises. From the mid 19th century (ca. 1865) to the mid 20th century
(ca. 1930), North Attleborough was an internationally known center for jewelry
manufacturing. Factories were located to the north, east, and west of the
nominated district. Jewelry manufacturing, on a more limited scale, continues
within a number of these factories today. Architecturally, the district is
significant for its assemblage of late 19th- and early 20th-century commercial
and domestic buildings--well-designed Georgian, Colonial, and Classical
Revival office blocks and municipal structures, as well as Queen Anne-style
and other late Victorian residences and businesses of those associated with
the jewelry industry. The district also includes several pre-Civil War
buildings associated with North Attleborough's earlier development. The North
Attleborough Town Center Historic District thus meets Criteria A and C for
listing to the National Register of Historic Places, with significance on the
local level. "

Located thirty miles to the south of Boston in Bristol County, North *
Attleborough is currently bounded by Plainville to the north, Mansfield to the
northeast, Attleborough to the southeast and Cumberland, Rhode Island, to the
west. The town was included in the Rehoboth North Purchase of 1666, along
with Attleborough, parts of Mansfield and Norton, and Cumberland, Rhode
Island; this large tract was granted to the inhabitants of Rehoboth by the
Plymouth Government. The earliest English settlement in the Attleboroughs was
established by John Woodcock in the vicinity of the Baptist Common, to the
north of the district. Woodcock was licensed to operate an ordinary in 1670.
His establishment was located on the Bay Road (nhow East Washington Street), a
native trail providing the primary overland route between Boston and Rhode
Island. Woodcock's ordinary was built in 1669, and demolished in 1806.

Named for a town in Norfolk County, England, Attleborough was incorporated as
a town in 1694; at that time, its population stood at 180. Incentives for —
settlement in the northern section of Attleborough included an ample water
supply provided by Whitings Pond to the west and the Tenmile River to the
east. Saw and grist mills were the first industries to be located on the
river's bank. During the 18th century the focus of North Attleborough
community life was at Old Town, a village located a few miles to the south of

Continued
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See Continuation Sheet.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property .
Quadrangle name Attleboro Quadrange scale 1:25,000
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Se Continuation Sheet

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state  NA code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

namefttle Betsy Friedberg, Preservation Planner, with Edward Gordon, Preservation Consultant

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date July, 1985
street & number 80 Boylston Street telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
State Historic Preservation Officer signature V(XXiXKJi.

State Historic Presei”™ation Officer
tite Executive Director

For NPS use only
I here)>y%certify that thisproperty i&included in the National Register

date /:1":10-9S'
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the present tom center along what i s mw Msssachusetts Foute 1. Witil the
md 19th century. North Atleborough inhabitants were engaged prinmarilyin
agricultural pursuits.

The birth of the tow's internationally inportant jewelry trade dates to

1780. Inthat year an _ fell ow knom only as "the Fenchnan” .
(probably Le Fornier) established a brass hi n%euandvhgv\pl -maki ng enterprise
al a forge near the junction of Chestnut ad South Véshi rg¥0n Streets (outside
the nomnated district). By 1804, George W Robinson forned a to
nanufacture buttons and jewel ry on Gonmanveal th Avenue in North At ebor ough
(al'so outside the nomnated district; no longer extant). Robinson special Ized
in ornanental coat and waistcoat buttons. By 1812, he was naki ng netal
buttons ad by 1826, gilt buttons were being produced. In 1834, Robinson's
firm enploying 65 hands, was said to be the nest extensive producer of netal
buttons inthe Lhited States.

Qher button and jewelry firns were established on the periphery of what is
mw the tom center of North Attleboroug?h fromthe 1820s through the 1840s.
Inportant early firns included Draper, Tifft and . (established 1821), H M
ad E |. Rchards (1833), ad Sephen R chardson add M. (18362. The

R chardson firmwas |ocated on the south side of Hm Sreet on the Tenmle
Rver ad vas the first to export Products to Europe and. by 1854, to naintain
an office inNw Yook Oty. Qly the Rchards factory renal ns.

The prosperity of these nanufacturing conpani es ﬁronpxed the establishnent of
nercantile enterprises and institutions nearby the tom center. B/ 1855 the
northern portion of Attleborough hed a popul ation of nearly 3,000 and
contained 24 jewel ry nmanufacturing conpanies (producing alnost $L mllion
worth of jewelry annually) as vell" as enterprises devoted to the manufacture
of carriages and the sale of hardware, dry goods, ad furniture. During the
CGvil Ve, nany of North Attl eborough's firns received business fromthe
Lhited Sates Any, vwo ordered large quantities of gold, silver, and rolled
plate badges ad enbl ens. The first nercantile enterprise inthe district was
a c store (1848) that briefly occupied the site of the Italianate-style
National “Bak Building (ca. 1858, #9? at the corner of Bak ad South
Viishi ngton Streets. e surviving exanpl es of antebel | um structures that
housed commercial concerns includethe J. G Abro House and Tailor Shop,
97-101 North Veshington Street (ca. 1845 wth early 19th centuer:rear W ng,
joined ca. 1871, #126) and Gaptain ArahamkHaywvard s Sore (MC #122) at
113 %h ggspgngton Street, built ca. 1845 inthe Geek Revival stylewth

ca. addi ti ons.

nt i nued
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Although few buildings from the 1860s survive in the district, one of the best
preserved is the William W. Fisher House, built ca. 1860 for a partner in the
S. E. and W. W. Fisher Company, manufacturer of "rolled plated goods of the
finest grades" and specialist in ladies' lace, pins, drops, bangles,
bracelets, and lockets. Fisher's Italianate-style double house continues to
serve a residential use at 125-127 North Washington Street (map #35, M
#123).

The growth of North Attleborough's town center was further fueled by the
completion in 1870 of four miles of railroad track for the Attleborough Branch
Railroad, linking North Attleborough with Attleborough and thence, Boston and
Providence. A Stick-Style railroad station stood for many years on South
Washington Street, opposite Barrows Street, just outside the nominated
district. In 1930, rail service through North Attleborough ceased, and the
station was torn down at that time.

Following the Civil War, residential construction dominated the district.
Several well-crafted frame residences were the homes of families associated
with North Attleborough's jewelry trade. The centerpiece of the downtown was
the Second Empire-style Wamsutta House (later the Emerson House Hotel), which
was built in 1874 at the northeast corner of North Washington and Eim
Streets. The building burned in 1918. Machinist Otis Bartlett built a fine
Italianate-style house at 18 Grove Street in 1871 (VHC #116). Charles P.
Young, a partner of the jewelry firm of Young and Bennett, manufacturers of
"solid rolled gold plate chains and trimmings,” owned the ca. 1880 Queen
Anne-style house and stable at 103-107 North Washington Street (MHC #124). At
the southern extremity of the district, all that remains of jewelry
manufacturer Henry F. Barrows' estate is a ca. 1878-1880 Queen Anne-style
cottage at 15 Bank Street (MHC #114) and the Municipal Park. The estate
itself, which stood just south of the district boundaries, was destroyed in
the early 20th century. Occupying some of its lands today is the mid
20th-century Tomn Hall on South Washington Street. The two-family residence
at 12-14 Grove Street, the G. Herbert French House (ca. 1895, MHC #117), was
the home of a partner in the jewelry manufacturing firm of Riley and French.

A linear cluster of buildings recognizable as a town center was gradually
constructed along Washington Street between Bank and High Streets during the
final decades of the 19th century. These include the Anawan Building, 16-28
North Washington Street (1881, with early 20th-century alterations, ML #97),
the Boyle Block, 8 North Washington Street (1887, with mid 20th-century
alterations, M #96), and the Hall Block, 54 North Washington Street (ca.
1895, MHC #100).

Continued
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By the close of the 19th century, the town center also included space for
social clubs and civic organizations. The aforementioned Hall Block housed
the Knights of Columbus, and prominently sited at the southwest corner of
Church and North Washington Streets is the Odd Fellows Hall (MHC #62). The
latter housed shops and offices as well as meeting space for the Right Worthy
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. Its Second Empire-style nucleus (1875) retains
its original form, and a late 1880s front tower also remains. However, the
building is presently sheathed in synthetic siding, and none of its historic
fabric is visible.

Dominating the town center's post-Civil War streetscape were the Gothic
Revival steeples of Grace Episcopal Church (built 1859, burned 1928) and the
Unitarian Universalist Church (built 1882, destroyed 1983). Currently the
only church remaining in the district is the well-designed late Gothic Revival
second Grace Episcopal Church dedicated in 1931. It represents the work of
the Boston architectural firm of Smith & Walker and replaces the 1859 frame
building that burned in 1928.

The Italianate-style Bosworth Machine Company (MHC #118), at 4 Bruce Avenue,
is the only manufacturing plant standing within the historic district's
boundaries. Its brick nucleus was built for Pliny Bosworth in 1877-1878 to
house a machine shop for jewelry-making tools. By the close of the 19th
century, the building was also a galvanic battery manufacturing facility.

North Attleborough separated from Attleborough and was incorporated as a town
on July 30, 1887. The town expanded considerably during the late 19th
century; by 1890 the population was greater than 6,000, and the town had an
assessed value of $3,708,678. The town's jewelry products and allied
manufactures were exported worldwide and included sterling silver, plated and
ten-carat jewelry, and rolled gold plate. Badges, medals, fraternity pins,
chains, and belt buckles were among the specialty products manufactured by
North Attleborough jewelers. Prosperity and growth prompted construction
following incorporation, and North Attl eborough's downtown assumed its present
appearance in the first decades of the 20th century. Its brick and masonry
commercial blocks exhibit surface treatments derived from classical tradition,
reflecting an effort to emulate architectural trends in larger urban centers.
Most are of modest architectural character, but are well-preserved, many with
original fenestration and other details retained intact. A transportation
revolution between 1890 and 1925~bringing with it the introduction of the
electric trolley and the automobile--linked the town more closely with the
outside world and played a key role in expanding the town center's commercial
core.

Continued
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Built in 1894-1895, the Richards Memorial Library (MHC #8) at 118 North
Washington Street is the first municipal building erected in the town center
following incorporation. The cost of its lot and construction were funded by
the children of North Attleborough jewelry manufacturer E. Ira Richards. This
architecturally eclectic and lavishly appointed structure was one of the first
buildings in the town center designed by a Boston architect—Will iam Herbert
McLean (1870-1942)—and is significant both for its fine design and as a
reflection of North Attleborough's increasing sophistication and associations
with Boston.

Important early 20th-century buildings constructed in the town center include
the Georgian Revival-style Telephone Building (1906, ML #6) at 38 South
Washington Street; the Chronicle Building, Church Street (1906, MHC #98), home
of North Attleborough's first independent newspaper; the Post Office Building
(VHC #83) on South Washington Street (1916); and the Attleborough Savings Bank
(VHC #99) at 48 North Washington Street (1903). The new commercial blocks
were given the names of prominent local businessmen: the Badarracco Block,
named for fruit and confectionery store owner David Badarracco, 6 South
Washington Street (MHC #84), a handsome ca. 1908 Georgian Revival-style
building, and the Riley Building, 61-65 North Washington Street, built for
jewelry manufacturer William H. Riley in 1913 (MHC #90). In 1907, Mr. Riley
had also built five multifamily houses on Mason Avenue, just off Washington
Street, for speculative purposes (VHC #115). For many years the town offices
were housed in the ca. 1900 C. W. Ralston Building, a long, two-story
commercial building now considerably altered by the application of new
storefronts and aluminum siding (VHC #102).

The town's continued prosperity as a jewelry manufacturing center played an
important role in the downtown's early 20th-century building boom. By 1915
North Attleborough, with a population in excess of 10,000, contained thirty
steam power plants and sixty-one jewelry concerns and allied industries. The
total value of all types of goods produced in the town was seven million
dollars. The Loeb Estate, home of James Munroe, a local builder responsible
for several early 20th-century commercial blocks (including the Badarracco
Block), is the only residential structure of this period within the district.
It marks the district's northernmost boundary at 159 North Washington Street.
Continued commercial construction to serve the expanding motor trade reflects
this 20th-century prosperity. Among the two-story brick and masonry blocks
built in this period are two Classical Revival-style business blocks: the
1916 Central Building at 31 North Washington Street (MHC #86) and the
1925-1926 Ranieri Building (MHC #89) at 53-57 North Washington Street. The
red brick Classical Revival-style DeBlois Block (MHC #94), 145 North
Washington Street, the district's northernmost commercial/residential block.

Continued
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was built ca 1925.  The Dane Bock and the Jotnick Bock (both built ca.

1927, located at 35 and 47 North Véshington Street, respectively, NAC#87 and
#88), are nore nodest single-storystorefrontsthat neverthel ess display

fi nely detail ed Qassical Revival parapets and decorative stonework.

Bui It onthe eveof the Depression, the dassical Revival-style Misonic Tenpl e
(MIC #82) at 36 South Véshington Street, with its nonunental "tenple form
reflects the height of North Attl eborough's early 20th-century prosperity. | t
vas designed by the Boston architectural firmof Hitchins & French,

SﬁeCI alists inthe design of bank buildings. They were also responsible for
the ca. 1922 Georgi an Revival -style Manufacturers National Bank at 67 North
Véshi ngton Str eet %I\HC #91). The Htel Hxon, alarge Georgian Revival-style
building at 69 North Vshington Street (NAC #93) was built 1'n 1928to provide
the town with guest acconmodations and functionroons. |tiscurrently used
as anursm%] hone. North Attleborough's first novie theater, afine At
Deco-style theater run by the Nw England Theatre Qperating Corporation, was
built in 1929 at 17-26 South Véshington Street. The buildingalso housed |ive
stage shows and served as the site Tor town neetings. The building was
denol i shed i n 1983 and replaced by housing for the el derly.

In 1930, the Attleborough Branch Railroad ceased operation andall rail
service to North Attleborough cane to anend. Qoupled with the Depression and
the construction of the East Wshington Street bypass in the 1930s, diverting
traffic from the business district. North Atleborough's town center entered a
lengthy period of decline. Qver the past ten years, however, the town center
hes revivified. Theresult inpart is the construction of several infill
structures inthe district, aswell as alteration or |oss of other significant
ol der buil dings. Accorqnanw ng the revitalization of the town center, however,
Is a new awareness of the cormnun!tP/'s resources, and at |east one sensitive
rehabilitation project (the Chronicle Building) has been the result.

ATAEDOY

Wii | e archaeol ogi cal considerations are not a na or conponent of the
significance of the district, there is potential " for archaeol ogi cal resources
inthe district. N)ﬁreh!stouc sites are currentlyrecorded within, or in
cl ose prommtz to, the district. However, the high density of sites reported
further dom the Tenmle Rver in Attleborough suggests that prehistoric sites
survive within the district. Hstoric archaeological potential centers on
the likelihood of occupation-related features (wells, ?Hs, privies, etc.)
around residential buildings aswell as the potential for docunenting
bui | dings and structures no | onger extant. e significanceof these features
woul d relate to the social and economc evol ution of a conmunity domnated by
a single industry, jewel ry nanufacturing.
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10. Gecraphical Data
Verbal Boundary Descriptionand Justification

See attached assessors', sketch, andUS GS nmaps for an exact delineation
of district botmdaries. The selection of boundaries has been based on a

consi deration of historical devel opment patterns and integrity, as well as

the presence of nmodern construction and noncontributing structtires in the
innedi ately surroxnding area. |ngeneral, the bounds enconpassthe |ate 19th-
early 20th century coimercial and institutional core of the town. Several
residential propertiesat the northem edge of the district have devel opmental
and historical ties to North Attleborough's conmercial evolution.

Specifically, the bounds have been drawn t odel i neate an essentially |inear
district along North and South Washington Streets, the main thoroughfare

of North Attleborough. The southern boundaries of the district include

several early 20th century buildings—he Masonic |odge, the telephone ccnpany,
and the post office—and a park, formerlypart of the estate of North Attleborot™h's
| eading 19th century jewelry manufacture, Henry Barrows. North Attleborotigh's
recently erected Town Hall now occupies part of the Barrows Estate grounds.
Boundaries proceed northward along rear | ot l[ines onthe west and east sides

of South and North Washington Streets. The westem edge i s extended t o include
the Barrows Cottage on Bank; Street and the Chronicle Building on Church

Street; both are buildings with ties tothe tow's coimercial devel opnent.

East em bounds areextended t oincludethe late 19th century Bosworth Machi ne
Gonpany on Bnte Avenue and a rowof multifam |y housing on Mason Street,

built on speculationfor alocal jewelry manufacturer inthe early 20th century.
At its northernend, the district includes a small residential enclave

built at the height of North Attleborough's early 20th century prosperity.
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1 Bk Street
15 Bk Street
2 Bruce Avenue
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DISTRICT DATA SHEET

HISTORIC NAVE STREET ADDRESS DATE OF
TmWCTION
Richards Memorial 118 N. Washington Street 1894

Library

William W. Fisher
House

125-127 N. Washington

Street

ca. 1860 with
ca. 1900 additions

Library Apartments 130 N. Washington Street ca. 1928

Blackinton House 132 N. Washington Street ca. 1850 with
late 19th c.
and ca. 1972
additions

B. L. Cleaners 135 N. Washington Street ca. 1928

na 142 N. Washington ca. 1880-1891
Street

na 146 N Véshington Street ca. 1880-18381

DeBlois Building ~ 145 N Véshington Street ca. 1925

Loeb Estate 159 N Véshington Street 1918

Badarracco Building 6 S Vdshington Street ca. 1908

Lock and Key Service 7 S \Vdshington Street md 20th c.

SIYLE

Rennai ssance

Revi val / Queen
Anne/ @l oni al

Revi val

|talianate

(ol oni al

Revi val

Federal Revival
[tal i anat e/ Queen

Anne/early 20th
c. conmer Ci al

early 20thc.
conmer ci al

Late Italianatel
Qeen Are frane
ver nacul ar

Late Italianatel
Qeen Are frane
ver nacul ar

Gl onial Revival
Tudor Revi val
Georgian Revival

Non-cont ri buti ng
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1913
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Revi val

Georgi an Revival
Queen Ane
(al tered)
Col oni al  Revival

Italianate
ver nacul ar

Qeen Are

Late Gothic
Revi val

Qeen Ane

Geek Revival/
Italianate
transitional

Federal /
Geek Revival
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North Atleborough Hstoric District
North Atleborough, Missachusetts

OSIRCT DNA
NC # HSIGRC MWNE STRET ATHRSS DATE OF STYLE
CONSTRUCTION

% North Attl eborough 17 S. Washington Street ca. 1858 with Ital ianate
National Bank ca. 1920 addition Commercial
Bui | di ng

na Husing for the 20 S. Washington Street mid 20th c. Non-contributing
Hderly

83 North Atleborough 30 S. Washington Street 1916 Georgian Revival
Post Cfice

82 Bristol Lodge 36 S. Washington Street 1926 Classical

Revival

68 Tel ephone Bui | di ng 38 S. Washington Street ca. 1906 Georgian Revival

na Tom Hil | 43 S. Washington Street 1975 hbn-contributing

903 Women's Christian S. Washington Street 1911 Neo-Classical
Temperance Union (in front of Town Hall)

Fountain
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WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

North Attleborough Town Center Historic District
Bristol County
MSSACHLEETTS

Working No. K/ kA~ /[~ A

Fed. Reg.Date:o ~/j " ;"

Date Due: Z>ANMNAN
Action: __™MACCEPT
N resubmission RETURN.
CH nomination by person or local government REJECT.
n owner objection Federal Agency:
im appeal
Substantive Review: C2 sample *  request * appea
Reviewer's comnients: 'Ot-*. ciUiOt ctf M. AM*FACIBU<A ANNMEAVU
Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Ctassification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible
4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no
7. Description
Condition Chedk one Check one
excellent I I deteriorated unaltered original site
CZI good I lruins altered moved date.

e« fair CZI unexposed
Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CZl summary paragraph
CZI completeness

CZ clarity

| | alterations/integrity
CZl dates

CZ boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

CH completeness

CZ clarity

CZl applicable criteria

CZ justification of areas checked

CZ relating significance to the resource

e context

CZ relationship of integrity to significance
CZl justification of exception

CZ other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CZ Maps
CZl Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

GPO 91 8-450
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The Commonwedlth of M assachusetts
Office of the Secrdary of Siate
Michad Josgph Connolly, Secretary

Massachusdts Higtorical Commisson
Valerie A. Tadmage

Executive Director

Sate Historic Preservation Officer

My 13, 1985

M. DCave W Dogan

Drector, (Oficer of Rea Estate
US Postal Service

475 L' BEnfant P aza, SW
Véishington, DC 20260

RE North Attleborough HstoricDistrict
North A tleborough, Missachusetts

Cear Property Qmwner:

W are pleased toinformyou that your proi)erty. The North Attl eborough Post
Gfice, 30 S Veshington Street, North Attleborough, Missachusetts, |ocated
wthin the North Attl'eborough Hstoric District, North Attleborough,
Missachusetts will be considered by the State Review Board for nomnation to
the National Register of HstoricPlaces. The National Register is the
Federal Gwernnent's official [ist of historic properties worthy of - i
preservation. Listing in the National Register provides recognition and i
assists in preserving our Nation's heritage. Enclosed isacopy of the ' *
criteria under which properties are eval uated.

EFFECT OF LI STING VLN Vv |

Listing in the National Register provides the followng benefits to historic
properties:

*(onsideration in the planning for federal |y assisted projects.
Section 106 of the National storic Preservation At of 1966
provides that the Advisory Gouncil on Hstoric Preservation be given
an opportunity tocoment on projects affecting such properties.

Eligibility for Federal tax benefits. [f a property islistedin
the National Register, certaintax provisions may apply. The Tax
RformAct of 1976, as anended by the Revenue Act of 1978 and the
Tax Treatnent Extension Act of 1980, and the Economic Recovery Tax
Act of 1981 as anended by the Tax Eqwéé/ and Fiscal Responsibility
Act of 1982, contain provisions intended to encourage the

F>HinlsliV*slriV Kwt.>n \1 i -1 0



Preservation of depreciable historic structures by allow ng

avorable tax treatnments for rehabilitation, and to discourage
destruction of historic buildings by elimnating certain Federal tax
provisions for demolition of historic structures. Beginning January
1, 1982, the Economc Recovery Tax Act replaces the rehabilitation
tax incentives available under prior law with a 2% investnent tax
credit for rehabilitations of certainhistoric comercial,
industrial and residential rental buildings. This can be conbi ned
wth a 15-year cost recovery gerlod for the adjusted basis of the
historic building. Hstoric buildingswth certified
rehabilitations receive additional tax savings because they are only
required to reduce the basis of the buildinghby oe half the anount
of credit. Thre Tax Extension Act of 1980 includes provisions
regarding charitable contributions for conservation purposes of
partial Tnterestsinhistorically inportant land areas or structures.

«Consi deration of historic values in the decision to issue a surface
coal mning permt where coal is located, inaccord with the Surface
Mning and Control Act of 1977.

*Qualification for Federal grants for historic preservation wen
funds are avail abl e.

RGT T© GRET O LISTING 1

Qwers of private properties nomnated to the National Register of Historic
P aces nust be given an opportunity to concur in or object to ||st6§g in
accord with the National Hstoric Preservation Act Anendnents of 1980 and
Federal regulations 38R Part 60. Ay owner or partial owner of private
El_roperty wo chooses to object to listing isrequired to submt to the State
Hstoric Preservation Officer a notarized statement certifying that the party
I's the sole or Part[al owner of the private property, as appropriate, ax
objects to the |st|n?: | famyjority of the owners objects to listing, the
district will not be listed. Each owner or partial owner of private property
inadistrict has one vote regardl ess of hov nary properties or what part of
one property that party owns. |f the district cannot be Iisted because a
majority of ov'nars objects prior to the submssion of a nomnation by the
State, the State Historic Preservation Officer shall submt the nomnation to
the Keeper of the National Register for a determnation of the eligibility of
the district for inclusioninthe National Register. |fthe property is then
determned eligible for ||st|n?, al though not formally listed. Federal

agenci es Wil required to allow the Advisory Qouncil on Hstoric
Preservation an opportunity to conment before the agency ny fund, |icense, or
assi st a project which will affect the property.

COH AT ONBY THE STATE R BV B2YD

If you wish to conment on whether the property should be nomnated to the

Nat | onal Reg!ste_r, pl ease send your conments to this office. Cnments and

notarized objections ray be submtted up to the date of the neeting; follow ng

the.n{eetlng they nay be submtted directly to the Keeper of the National
gi ster.



The @massion neeting will be held on Vednesday, July 10, 1985, at 1: 00 ﬂm
at the dnan Estate Carriage Hbuse, Lincol n, Massachusetts. Acopy of the
nomnation isonfile inour office andwll be nade availableto you upon
reavest. |f YOU have any questions, please feel free tocontact the MNational
Register staff of the Missachusetts Historical Gonmassion.

Sincerely,

Valerie A. Tamage
Executive Director
State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Commission

VAT/sac
Enclosures



(acef ptsogpa Olhurd| o Morti| M tleborougli

(INCORPORATED 1978)
104 NORTH WASHINGTON STREET -
NORTH ATTLEBORO. MASSACHUSETTS 02760-

THE REV. SINCLAIR D. HART, RECTOR /(33 -Q~r A\
TEL. 695-5471 1/ «

July 5, 1985

Pl assachusBtts Hi storical GComm ssion
Attention: Wlerie A Tal mage

8D Boyl ston Street

Boston, rnassachusetts 02116

Dear P s. Tal nage:

QG ace Episcopal Church of North
Attleborough i s delighted tohave been
considered for nomnation tothe National
Regi ster of Historic Places. | f ue can
provide youuiith anyinformation tothis
end, please don't hesitate to ask.

Sinrely,

Jill H Nagorni ak
Clerk of the Uestry



P-irf-/11/1-1r]

The Commonweakh of M assachusetts

Office of the Secretary of State
Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary

Massechusatts Historical Commission
Vdeie A. Tdmeage

Executive Director

SateHistoric Preservation Officer

October 28, 1985

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20012-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed you wi || find therevised nomnation formfor:

North Attleborough, North Attleborough Tom Genter Hstoric District; Bank,
Bruce Avenue, Church, Gove Mson Avenue, and North and South Véshi ngt on
Streets, 52 properties.

The nomnation has been revised t o showthe Mckreth Buil ding on Mson Arenue
as a non-contributing building, duetoits age of less than 30 years. You
will alsofind aletter notifying the Federal Preservation Oficer for the
US Postal Service of thelisting.

Yours truly,

Srah J. 2 nner nan .
Director, PreservationPanning
Massachusetts Historical Gonmissi on

S |s

fov 7

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470



