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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines
for Completirtg National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
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1. Name of Property

historic name Jefferson Cutter House
other names/site number

2. Location

Sreet & number 1 Whittemore Park N/~not for publication
city, town Arlington vicinity
Sae Massachusetts code 025 county Middlesex code 017 zip code 02174

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
| Iprivate E building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[1(1 public-local | Idistrict 1 0 buildings
| Ipublic-State n | Isite sites
| | public-Federal | Istructure 1 2 structures
| lobject 6 objects
8 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
Arlington NMRA listed In the National Register 1"
4. State/Federal Agency Certification NR 1984: noved 1989: delisted 1991

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

I~} nomination EZIrequest for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property meets CUdoes not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

Sgretii@ of eeriifying offiial Judifgdl B. McDonough, Executive Director Dae
M assachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer
Sate o Fedad agacy ad bureau

In my opinion, the property CU meets CUdoes not meet the National Register criteria. CUsee continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. Nationai Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
[Asritered in the National Register.
| | See continuation sheet,
n determined eligible for the National
Register, d ] See continuation sheet.
| 1determined not eligible for the
National Register.

I Iremoved from the National Register.
HU other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



Jefferson Cutter House, Arlington, Massachusetts

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Done Stic/Single dwelling Social / Meeting Hall; Civic
Recreation/ Exhibition Hall

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)

(enter categories from instructions)
foundation Granite
Early Republic/Federal wdls Wood/Clapboard
Greek Revival
roof Cedar Shingle

other.

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Jefferson Cutter House, listed individually in the National Register of
Historic Places in 1984 as part of the Arlington Multiple Resource Area, was
built in 1817, with its entryway updated in the 1830s. It is a five-bay, 2
1/2-story structure with center entry, double interior chimneys set behind the
ridge, 6/6 double-hung wood-sash windows, and Beverly jogs symmetrically
arranged on either side of the main block.

The entryway and door are elaborately carved and remarkably well preserved.
The entryway resembles plates found in Asher Benjamin's The Practice of
Architecture (1833), and similar though not identical examples are found in
nearby East Lexington. The entryway's pilasters are ornamented at the top
with a curvilinear suggestion of Greek fretwork; they support a flat
pediment. Two-thirds-length sidelights with delicate vertical muntins sit on
a base ornamented with bold bullet molding. The door itself is asymmetrically
panelled and elaborately carved, displaying a group of vigorous, intersecting
ellipses, horizontally arrayed, together with bullets of various sizes and
guarter-round molding. The door may well be the work of owner Jefferson

" Cutter, who was a millwright and turner by trade; no similar examples have
been identified.

The interior remains relatively intact, with very limited alterations and

renovations. Most of the doors retain original hardware, and much of the

interior trim is original. The original fireplaces survive in both front and

rear rooms. During the course of restoration (see below), samples of pattern

painting were discovered in the rear room mantles and on the stairway; these
; were replicated in the restoration work.

I In 1989, the house was moved about two miles east to a new location near the

; Arlington Center Historic District (also NR 1984). It was determined that f>
relocation was the only way of preserving the building, as the original owners
had other plans for the land on which it stood and would have otherwise
demolished it. The new owners are the Arlington Redevelopment Board, a public

body.

Pn See continuation sheet
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Its rew site isasnmall triangle of public land, less than one acre, forned by
the intersection of Massachusetts Avenue, Chestnut Street, and Mstic Street.
It is knomn today as Wittenore Park, ad is designed to be the coman public
space that Arlington never before had--the house today forns the focal point
for the park. site islocatedjust tothe north of the Arlington Genter
Hstoric District, abutting the district boundary (see nap). Qver the past
three hundred years, the land has hel d a succession of buildings, the first
bei ng the John Adans House (1652-1845). In 1845, the house vas taken domto
nake roomfor the tracks of the Lexington and Vst Ganori dge Branch Rail road.
A fragment of the tracks, which once linked Arlington and points west to
CGanor ' dge and Boston, survives on the lot. A depot, Arlington sfirst train
station, vas erected on the site beside the tracks in 1846 and stood there
until 1883, Aso on the lot at one tine was the Wnslow Peirce House, built
in 1846 by the owner of an adjacent coal yard.

The portion of the land south of the tracks becane town owed in 1850; the
remaining section, which held the Peirce Huse, was taken b¥ the town in 1946,
with the Peirce House demolished four years later. The coa {ard behi nd the
house al so went to the town in 1946, and has served as a parking | ot since
that tine. A one tine, Adans Street divided the and that now contains
Wittenore Park and the Qutter House into two portions. The street was
abandoned and no visible trace of it survives. Aso now standing on
Wiittenore Park are five (5) small placques deta|||n(t; the one-acre |ot's
history, two (2) 20th century fences, and a 20th century nonunent

conmenor at i ng Revol uti onary hero Sanoel Wi ttenore; the nonunent ves naved
to the newy forned park in 1989. Wth the exception of the fragnent of
railroad tracks, none of these elenments are considered contributing.

In its original location, the Qutter Huse was sited close to Missachusetts
Avenue, facing south; a turn-of-the-century photograph shows the building
fronted by a wood picket fence with granite posts, although in nore recent
decades, that had repl aced by densely planted and overgrown evergreen
bushes. Inits new setting, the building continues to face south onto
I\,assachlusetts Avenue, and a rew wood picket and granite post fence echoes the
original.

A the time of its |isti_n% inthe National Register, the house vas covered
with al unnumsi di ng, with an asphalt shingleroof; it vas otherw se insound
but dilapitated condition. Previously a single-famly and then atwo-famly
residence, it had been unoccupied for threeyears and instead was used as
storage space for its ower, an autonobile deal ership. My of the w ndows
and nuch of the exterior trimwere in need of repair, as was the cornice over
the front door. Before the nove, a rear enclosed porch of ca. 1920 was _
renoved. Qherwse, the buildi ng ves noved in its entirety, and vas placed in
its new site on the granite blocks that had forned its original foundation.
After it wvas noved, the building vas carefully restoredwth the help of a

(conti nued)
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grant from the Massachusetts Historical Commission. The siding was removed to
reveal circular-sawn clapboards with lapped and skived joints. These were
restored, and a new cedar-shingled roof was installed. Most of the building's
original fabric, including its fine door, required only minor repair and
restoration; replacement in kind occurred only if deterioration was
irreparable. A preservation restriction has been placed on the building.

(continued)
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Archaeological Description

No prehistoric sites are recorded on the property or in the general area
(within one mile). In general, the potential for significant archaeological
remains, either prehistoric or historic is low because of the small lot size
and extensive historic-period development of the parcel dating from the
seventeenth through the twentieth centuries.

There is a high potential for significant historic archaeological remains on
the property. Structural remains may survive from the 17th century John Adams
House (1652), Arlington's first train station (1846), and the Winslow/Peirce
House (1846), all built and no longer extant on the same one-acre lot.
Structural remains of outbuildings and occupational-related features (trash
pits, privies, wells) also likely survive associated with each of these
buildings. Engineering features, including the railroad bed for the Lexington
and West Cambridge Branch Railroad, also likely survive on the property.

(end)



Jefferson Cutter Hoiise, Arlington, Massachusetts
8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: N NQO\

I 1 nationally I 1 statewide [x] locally s OEO

Applicable National Register Criteria O A HHB {T\C I ID

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [U A [X]B Q C I |G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1817-1941 ca. 1830

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Jefferson Qutter House, Arlington, is awell-preserved exanple of the
five-bay, double-pile. Federal period house with double interior chinmeys. | t
retains nany original details andis unique inArlingtonfor its finely carved
ent r ynay (perhaprfé nspired by Asher Benjamn plates) andits symetrical

Beverly " j ogs. bui | di ng continues to retain integrity of desi ’gn .
materials, workmanship, and feeling inits newlocation, andto ul i
Criterion Cof the National Register of Hstoric Places onthe local level, as
wel | as Exception B

(onstructed tw mles north of its present site in 1817, the house was noved - -
to Arlington Genter in 1989 after it was determned that relocationwas the

only neans of preservi n? the building. The house now abuts the Arlington

CGenter Historic District, adistrict representing the historic and present-day
institutional, conmercial, and residential core of Arlington. The district
includes amxof buildingtypes and styles, wth nany datmg to the early
decades of the 19th century.  The Qutter Hbuse conpl enents the district's
character, significance, andintegrity. _ C

In its original location, the house held historical associations with
Jefferson Qutter and the Qutter famly, holders of mll privel eges on nearby
MI1 Brook. 'Ihefamlgl had settled inthe area in 1692 Jefferson Qutter and
his brother, Gershom built several early houses in Arlington, of which this
is the best preserved exanple. Qutter worked as amllwight, turner, and
edgetool naker during his career. Hs mll damprivel ege passed ulti rrateI){] to
the Theodore Shvanb . Because it no longer retains association wt
its or|?|na| site near the MIl Brook, the house mlonger neets Criterion A
one of the criteria under which it was originally listed. The Qutter House
present|y houses public neeting and exhibition space, as well as the offices
of the Arlington Ghanber of Conmerce.

fx] See continuation sheet



Jefferson Cutter House,

9. Major Bibliographical References

Rei nhardt,
Massachusetts", O d-Time New Engl and,

Al so:

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

| I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been requested

[x1 previously listed in the National Register

n previously determined eligible by the National Register

I ldesignated a National Historic Landmarl<

| lrecorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey #

I lrecorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property Less than one aTTF

UTM References

ALioid 13]2,2|8,2,0] 14,6]9,7]|9,2,0
Zone Easting Northing
cL~ I O O I e I I O I

Verbal Boundary Description
See assessor's nmap

Boundary Justification

Included i nthe boundary
Cutter House has been since it s1989
11. Form Prepared By
nameftitte Betsy Friedberg, National Register

organization M assachusetts Historical
dreet & number 80 Boylston Street
city or town Boston

Elizabeth W and Anne A GCrady,

See Arlington MRA and Arlington Town Center

i stheland known today as Whittemore Park,
relocation.

Commission

Arlington, Massachusetts

"Asher Benjamn i nEast Lexington,
W nter-Spring 1977, pgs 23-35

Historic District.

| | See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:

CEl State historic preservation office

| | Other State agency

| |Federal agency .
| ILocal government

| I University

e other f
Specify repository:

M assachusetts Historical Commission

B J 1L Lror3 L

Zone  Easting Northing v.f

J L

| | See continuation sheet

| | See continuation sheet

where thelefferson

| | See continuation sheet

Director

date November 1991

tdephone  (617) 727-8470

dae Massachusetts zip code 02116
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The building' soriginal setting had been severely conpromsed in recent
decades. The western end of Mssachusetts Avenue, where the house vas

| ocated, vas historically sem-rural incharacter, its lands supporting snall
farns. A turn-of-the-century photograph of the Qutter House shows crops being
cultivated infields behind the house. But inthe md 20th century, as
Missachusetts Avenue, al ways an i nportant thoroughf are, becane even nore
heavily travelled, the area becane nore densely built up wth commercial
enterprises, hoth Iarﬁe and small scale. Inrecent years, the house, by then
on a parcel of less than one acre, had becone surrounded on three sides by one
of the |largest car deal erships inthe area. The deal ership, owner of the
Qutter Hbuse, announced Fl ans to take down the house i norder to expand their
coomercial space. Wth their cooperation, however, the building's ownership
passed to the town of Arlingtonaxd a new site vas found. It was noved to its
new location in 1989. Wile the present |ocation does not replicate the
house's original site, it echoes its placenent and orientation on the |ot.

The Jefferson Qutter House remains one of the best preserved and nost _

el ahorate exanpl es of 19th century donestic architecturein Arlington. Like
nost houses of the period [ocally, the Qutter Huse is a center-hall-pian
house, five bays wide, 2 Y2 stories in height beneath a gable roof. There
are a nunber of extant exanples in Arlington (see ArlingtonMiltiple Resource
Area, R 1984). Mbst displ Ia_}/)ugl nple vernacul ar details, as, inall

li kel ihood, did the Qutter ewen it vas first constructed. Unlike these
other exanpl es, however, the Qutter House is Partl_cul arly distinguishedbyits
ornately enbell'ished entry\/\af/ that echoes plates in Asher Benjamn's The
Practical House Carpenter” (1830) axd The Practice of Architecture (1833). The
entryway and el aborate door appear to have been added in the 1830s. A nunber
of simiar entries have been identified in nearby East Lexington, but the
Qutter House i s Arlington's single knoan exanpl e.

Elizabeth W Reinhardt and Ane A Gady noted ina 1977 article that:

Benjamn' s books nake Geek design appealing . . . Geciannotifs
were |arger in scale, nore generously and broadly conceived than the
out noded Fonan. They were therefore both |ess expensive and easier
to execute.  Benmjamn's plates and text are quiteexplicit inthe
ways by which his design could be translatedinto wood, the basic
maferial of county construction. . . Ay skilled carpenter, using
one of Benjamn's pattern books, could easily adapt the rew style to
his om needs wth assurance.
_ (" Asher Berl\li')saniln I n East Lexington,
Massachusetts,” in Qd-Tine Nw England, vol. LXMI, Ns. 34, Wnter-Spring
1977, pp. 23-24)

(conti nued)
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It is likely that carpenter/craftsman Jefferson Cutter was familiar with
Benjamin's examples. His incised pilasters display slightly curved Greek
fretwork, a variation of Benjamin's Greek-inspired design that is common on
the East Lexington houses. And the device of mounting multipaned
three-quarter sidelights on ornamented bases also resembles East Lexington
examples, though Cutter's version again does not duplicate its neighbors. The
door itself, with its elaborate carvings of bullets and ellipses, is
apparently unique, the product of Cutter's om design. No other examples have
been identified in Arlington or elsewhere.

Also unique to the Cutter House are the paired narrow side ells, one bay wide,
knomn as Beverly jogs. The Cutter House boasts the only Arlington example of
this unusual Massachusetts feature of the early 19th century.

The fragment of railroad track on the property is also considered

significant. Part of the transportation network once vital to Arlington's
growth and development, this remnant will shortly be the only evidence of
local rail lines surviving as the soon-to-be-developed Minuteman Bikeway takes
form along the bed of other still-extant tracks through the community.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogi cal  Significance

H storic archaeol ogical renains described previously have the potential for
Prow ding detailedinformation onthe social, cultural, and economc Ratterns
hat characterized general patterns of settlement in Arlington fromthe 17th
through the 19th centuries. Anal ¥_S|s_of occupational -rel ated features can
al so Prow de information on specitic inhabitants wo lived on the ropert%/.
This type of information i s particularly inportant inrelation to the 17t
century John Adans House, which represents a period for which few exanpl es
survive, even in archaeol ogical contexts.

(end)
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Phot ograph Capt i ons

1. Theexisting front elevation at 1146 Massachusetts Avenue after the
al umnum si di ng had been renoved.

2. Vst elevation at previous site after a umnumsiding had been renoved.
Vst elevation at previous site showng rear addition to be renoved.
Front of house show ng cribbing prior to the nove.

Qribbing steel in place, dollies about to be installed.

The house naved of f its previous foundation.

House on site but not yet located over newfoundation.

Rear of structure showng newsills installed.

© O N O ok W

Vst elevation at newsite.
10. Rear elevation at newsite.
11. Front elevation at newsite.

12, Conpl eted project.
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SUPPLEMENTARY LI STI NG RECCRD

NRI S Ref erence Nunber: 85001028 Date Listed: 01/23/92

Cutter. Jefferson. House M ddl esex A
Property Nane County State

Arlington MRA
Mul tiple Nane

This property i slisted inthe National Register of Historic Places in accordance
with the attached nomination docimentation subject tothe followi ng exceptions,
exclusions, or amendnents, notwithstanding the National Park Service
certification included i nt henom nation docilnentation.

Date of Action

Amrended Itens i n Nom nation:

8. Statement of Significance: Areafs) andPeriodss)

Transgortation isjustified as an area of significanceunder Criterion Arelated
to theinportance of therare surviving remant of t helexington and Vst
Canbri dge Branch Railroad tracks located onthe site. s

The appropriate period of significance i s "1817; <¢.1846" t o includet he
contributing tracks.

This information was di scussed with Doug Kelleher, MASHPQ by tel ephone. n
Dl STRI BUTI O\

National Register property file
Nomi nating Authority (without attachment)
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NATIONAL
REGISTER

Novenber 27, 1991

M. Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Nat i onal Park Service

P O Box 37127

Washi ngton, BC 20013- 7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed please find theresubmtted nom nation:

Jefferson Cutter House, 1 Wiittenore Park, Arlington (M ddlesex County),
Massachusetts, 02174.

There have been no owner objection for theproperty listed above.

The nomi nation has been voted eligible by theState Review Board and has been
signed by nyself, astheState Historic Preservation Officer. Qaners were
notified of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days beforet he
meeting and were afforded t heopportunity tocoment. Nb comments have been
received todate.

Sincerely,

(*ith B MDonough

Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
State Historic Preservation Officer

encl osure

cc. Arlington Redevel oprent Board
Andrew Vorce, Town Pl anner
CGayle C Kiely, Chairperson, Arlington Historical Conm ssion
Charles Lyons, Chairman, Arlington Board of Selectmen

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, Siate Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



FORM B - BUILDING

PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white)
staple to left side of form

Photo number

SKETH MP
Show property's locationinrelation
to nearest cross streets and/ or
geographi cal features. Indicate
al| buildings between inventoried
property and nearest intersection.
I ndi cate north.

Recorded by Betsy Friedberc
Organi zationMass. Historical Gonmssion

Dat e T2/ 84

AREA KRV NO. 1

COMMCNWEALTH OF MA CA
MAYANWIKATC e

80 B3YLSION STREET
BOEHON MASSNHUETTS (2116

Tomn Arlington, MA

1 Address n4(™ Massachusetts Avenue

1 Historic Narme Jefferson Cutter House

Usee Present Dwdlng
Original Dwelling
1 DESCRIPTION:
Date .1817
Source Parker's History of Arlington
Style Feder al
Architect  Uhknown
Exterior wall fabric Vinyl siding

Qutbuildings Grage

Major alterations (with dates) 5fj JEEN
Rear encl osed porch

Mved N Date MA
Approx. acreage |ess than one acre
Setting The house i slocated close to
the street along aresidential section

of Mssachusetts Avenue.
UT7H: Zs2/0S-~/ & Z"-ZSCH

(Staple additional sheets here)



ARH TEWJR U S GN H CANCE (Describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate i nterns of other buildings within thecomunity.)

Despite itsvinyl siding, the Jefferson Cutter House renains a distingui shed exanpl e
of the five-biay Federal plan. |t retainsitsoriginal character and nany origina
details. The house is particularly noteworthy for itsfinely carved entryway and
its symmetric half-gabled w ngs. e Geek Revival entrance surround is probably a '
ca. 1830 addition. The entryway's Geek fret-adorned pilasters supporting a sinple
pediment, as well as itstwo-thirds-length sidelights with delicatenuntins, closel
resenbl e plates from Asher Benjamn's The Practical House Carpenter (1830). -Severa
hones i n adj oi ning East Lexington display/ simlar entryways. The Jefferson Cutter
Hbuse al so boasts narrow ells on either side, only one pay,w de, which areknown as "Beverly
HSTGRCAL SGANHACANE (Explain the role owers played m |ocal or statejogs." Itis the onl
history and how the buildingrelates t othe devel opment of the comunity.) house in Al ing
: ton known t o have this unusual
. Y , ¢e o Massachusetts feature.

The Cutter famly had settled in the area in 1692 The famly enjoyed mll priveleges
along MIl Brook for nany generations. Jefferson Cutter and his brother, Gershom

built several early houses in Arlington, of which this is the best preserved exanple. *
CQutter worked as amll wight, turner, and edgefoot naker during his carrer. Hs

mll damprivilege passed ultimtelytothe Theodore Schvant Gonpany.

R TERA KR BAALLATION .
The Jefferson Cutter Hbuse possesses inte?rity of location, design, settinﬂ, materials,
wor kmanshi p, feeling, and associations. tfulfills criteria Aand Cof the National

Register of Historic Places for itsassociations with one of Arlington's founding famlies, 8§
."as a distinguished exanpl e of early 19th century domesticarchitecture,

Bl BLI CnPHY and/ or REFERENCES (nane of publication, author, date and publisher)

Parker's History of Arlington
Assessors Records

A . ' ;M- - |Qvi - 7/82
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Name Arlington Multiple Resource Area

State
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Cutter, Jefferson, House (Arlington MRA)
Middlesex County
MA%C‘*UHS Working No.

MAR/ 6385

Fed. Reg. Da\.e:cjizz<zzz" ,

[H resubmission Date Due: e L?RN~ yyin”
L National AjAction: _trAC TF Tz~ S

e nomination by person or local government .REJECT.

e owner objection Federal Agency:

O appeal

Substantive Review: e sample * request CD appeal CZ NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
, See continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status f Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check on* Check one

excellent | | deteriorated unaltered e original site
im good I lruins altered moved date.
o fair I I unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
Cl! completeness

CU clarity
| | alterations/integrity
e dates

I Iboundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph)

CD summary paragraph .
CD completeness

CD clarity

CD applicable criteria

CD justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource K
e context --Mrfmn

CD relationship of integrity to significance
CD justification of exception
» other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date
13. Other

e Maps A

« Photographs

e other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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United States Department of the Interior A ﬂ
National Park Service |_|'
National Register of Historic Piaces
Registration Form NATIONAL
REGISTER

Thii form is for use in nominating or requesting detsrminstlons of eligibility for Individual properties or districts, See instructions In QuMsMtM
tor Competing Natlonul Rtgltfr Forma (National Register Bulletin 18). Complete each ltem by marking "x" In the ipproprlate box or by enttring
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable,” For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of ilgniflcance, enter only the categories and subcstagorles listed In the Instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
(Form 10-0008). Type all entries.

1. Nim« of ProMrty
historic namt Jefferson Cutter House (Town Center Historic District Amendment;

othT nam>s/iif numbT

2. Location

otr—t it numbtr 1 Whittemore Park not for publication
city, town Arlington HZi vicinity
etatt Massachusetts coda 025 co""ty Middlesex coda 017 zip coda 02174

3. CliMlflcatlon

Ownership of Property Catagory of Proparty Number of Rasourcas within Proparty
I I privata [X] buliding(a) Contributing Noncontributing
Pn public-local e diatrlct 1 _ 0 _ _ bulldinga
e public-State * site sitae
I 1 public-Federal I 1 atructura structuraa

e oObjact objects

L 0 Total

Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing rasourcas previously

Arlington MRA (Arlington Town Center Historic District) listed in the National Register_|_JI__~_
* Movad into Historic District
4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property meets doea not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

Signature of ceriitying official Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commiaw on;
State Historic Preservation Officer

Stats or Federal agency and bureau

my oplInl(n, the proMrty meeta doea not meet the National Reglater criteria. See continuation shfft

"Z\:2)y m\

ature of commenting or other offfclal

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property la:
I 1 entered in the National Register.
| I See continuation sheet.
[determined eligible for the National
Register. Q See continuation sheet.
I I determined not eligible for the
National Register.

I I removed from the National Register.
other, (explain;)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



Jefferson Cutter House. Arlington, Massachusetts

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/Single dwelling

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Early Republic/Federal

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Social/Meeting Hall: Civir
Recreation/Fxhihitinn UAT\

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation Granite
walls  Wood/Cl apboard

roof Cedar Shingle
other

IX"! See continuation sheet
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Jefferson Cutter House,
Arlington, Mssachusetts
Section number i Page ]

Amendment to Arlington Town Center Historic District, Arlington, Massachusetts

Description

The Jefferson Cutter House, listed in the National Register of Historic Places
in 1984 as part of the Arlington Multiple Resource Area, was built in 1817,
with its entryway updated in the 1830s. It is a five-bay, 2 1/2-story
structure with center entry, double interior chimneys set behind the ridge,
6/6 double hung wood-sash windows, and Beverly jogs symmetrically arranged on
either side of the main block.

The entryway and door are elaborately carved and remarkably well preserved.
The entryway resembles plates found in Asher Benjamin's The Practice of
Architecture (1833), and similar though not identical examples are found in
nearby East Lexington. The entryway's pilasters are ornamented at the top
with a suggestion of Greek fretwork, and support a flat pediment.
Two-thirds-length sidelights with delicate vertical muntins sit on a base with
bold bullet molding. The door itself is asymmetrically panelled and
elaborately carved, displaying a group of bold, intersecting ellipses,
horizontally arrayed, together with bullets of various sizes and quarter-round
molding. The door may well be the work of owner Jefferson Cutter, who was a
millwright and turner by trade; no similar examples have been identified.

The interior remains relatively intact, with very limited alterations and
renovations. Most of the doors retain original hardware, and much of the
interior trim is original. The original fireplaces survive in both front and
rear rooms. During the course of restoration (see below), samples of pattern
painting were discovered in the rear room mantles and on the stairway; these
were replicated in the restoration work.

In 1989, the house was moved about two miles to a new location in the
eArlington Center Historic District (also NR 1984). It was determined that
relocation was the only way of preserving the building, as the original owners
had other plans for the land on which it stood and would have otherwise
demolished it. The new owners are the Arlington Redevelopment Board, a public
body.

Its new site is a small t''!angle of public land, less than one acre, formed by
the intersection of Massachusetts Avenue, Chestnut Street, and Mystic Street.
Also on the site is a fragment of the tracks of the street railway that once
travelled down Massachusetts Avenue into Cambridge and Boston. The site is
located in the middle of the Arlington Center Historic District, a short
distance across Massachusetts Avenue from the OId Burying Ground to the
south. In its new location, the building continues to face south onto
Massachusetts Avenue. It forms the focal point for the town's newly
desighated Whittemore Park. The Cutter House presently houses public meeting
and exhibition space, as well as the offices of the Arlington Chamber of
Commerce.

(continued)
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Jefferson Cutter House,

Section number Lon Page 5 Arlington, Massachusetts

At the time of its listing in the National Register, the house was covered
with aluminum siding, with an asphalt shingle roof; it was otherwise in sound
but dilapitated condition. Previously first a single family and then a
two-family residence, it had been unoccupied for three years and Instead was
used as storage space for its owner, an automobile dealership. Many of the
windows and much of the exterior trim were in need of repair, as was the
cornice over the front door. Before the move, a rear enclosed porch of ca.
1920 was removed. Otherwise, the building was moved in its entirety, and was
placed in its new site on the granite blocks that had formed its original
foundation. After it was moved, the building was carefully restored with the
help of a grant from the Massachusetts Historical Commission. The siding was
removed to reveal circular-sawn clapboards with lapped and skived joints.
These were restored, and a new cedar-shingled roof was installed. Most of the
building's original fabric, including its fine door, required only repair and
restoration; replacement in kind occurred only if deterioration was
Irreparable. A preservation restriction has been placed on the building.

In its original location, the house held historical associations with
Jefferson Cutter and the Cutter family, holders of mill priveleges on nearby
Mill Brook. The family had settled in the area in 1692. Jefferson Cutter and
his brother, Gershom, built several early houses In Arlington, of which this
is the best preserved example. Cutter worked as a millwright, turner, and
edgetool maker during his career. His mill dam privelege passed ultimately to
the Theodore Schwamb Company.

Archaeological Description

No prehistoric sites are recorded on the property or in the general area
(within one mile). In general, the potential for significant archaeological
remains, either prehistoric or historic is low as a result of small lot size,
extensive urban development in the area and because the house was moved from
its original location in 1989.

(end)



Jefferson Cutter House, Arlington, Massachusetts

8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

|| nationdly O datenide (XI locdly

Applicable National Register Criteria [ H A [Z\B I ID

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ~ A [X]B [IHC CJF I |G

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Sigr.ificam rates
Architecture 1817-1940 N/A

Gomunity Planning and Devel oprent

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Sonificant Parson Architect/Builder
ch N/A N/A

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

| | See aontinuation shest
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Jefferson Qutter House,

. - Arlington, Mssachusetts
Sction nunt)er 8 Page ' ' y

S gni fi cance

The Jefferson Cutter House is a well-preserved example of the five-bay,
double-pile. Federal period house with double interior chimneys. It retains
many original details and is unique in Arlington for its finely carved
entryway (perhaps inspired by Asher Benjamin plates) and its symmetrical
Beverly jogs. The building continues to retain integrity of design,
materials, workmanship, and feeling In its new location, and to fu-Ifil
Criterion C of the National Register of Historic Places, as well as Exception
B. It contributes to the Arlington Center Historic District, a district
representing the historic institutional, commercial, and residential core of
Arlington. Because it no longer retains association with its original site
near the Mill Brook, the house no longer meets Criterion A.

(end)



Jefferson Qutter House, Arlington, Missachusetts

9 Jliilor Bbilogralh cd Ref erenc— )
" e TR a, N EF St 1 20, B

A'so: See Arlington NB® and Arlington Towm Center

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

0 preliminary determination of Individual Hating (36 CFR 67)
hat been requested

[J\ previously listed In the National Register

1 1 previously determined eligible by the National Reglater

undesignated a National Historic Landmark

z%g'gmn | n BEast Lexington, I\Aassg\c/hm

Historic District.

EH See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
m Stats historic preservation office
0 Other Stats agency

1 |Federal agency

| ILocal government

| 1 recorded by Historic American Buildings *  University
Survey # e other
I 1 recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record # Massachusetts® Hl«;tnriral rnmmiqc;inn
10. Qeoqraphlcal Pita
Acreage of propety See Arlington Town CpntPr Ni«:tnri> nicty-ir+
UTM References
7L BIL I I 111 J L J—L
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
1L puJd 1T 4 ¢ 3-1-
| 1 See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
See Arlington Tom Center Historic District.
| 1 See continuation sheet
Boundary Justification
See Arlington Towm Genter Historic District
| 1 See continuation sheet
11. Form Prepared By
namattitia Betsy Friedberg, National Register Director
organization Massachusetts  Historical Commission date  January. 1991
street & numb”ir 8U Boy Iston StriiT telephone (61 7) 727-8470
city or town Boston State _ M zip code DPIIfi

kUS.QP0:1988-0-223-91S



E\l'vrltFonni»«a»« om *am” NO. iiatooit
e

United Statea Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

3efferson Cutter House
Section number n Paga n Arlington, Massachusetts

Phot ograph Capt i ons

1. Theexisting front elevation at 1749 Massachusetts Avenue after the
al uninum si di ng~had been renoved.

2. Vst elevation at existing site after a umnumsiding had been renoved.

Vst elevation at existing site showng rear addition to be renoved.
Front of house show ng cribbing prior to the nove.

Qribbing steel in place, dollies about to be installed.

3
4
5
6. The house naved of f itsexisting foundations.
7. House onsite but not yet |ocated over the proposed foundation.
8. Rear of structure showng newsills installed.
9. Vst elevation.

10. Rear elevation.

11. Front elevation with fence andexterior lighting Installed.

12, onpl eted project.

» QQ,
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DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached conunents YN seeattached SLRY/' N
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