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B DESCRIPTION 

~EXCELLENT 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

One of the most architecturally unusual houses in Arkansas is the Hotchkiss 
House, located in the southeast Arkansas town of Monticello. Built c. 1895 
by locally prominent architect S. c. Hotchkiss, the house combined a wide 
variety of architectural styles and textures as an advertisement for his 
abilities. The two-and-one-half story house is of frame construction, 
and rests on a brick foundation. 

The Hotchkiss House is sheathed with weatherboards on the first story 
level, with rectangular shingling on the second story and rectangular 
irregularly imbricated shingling on the two-and-one-half story level. 
The multi-gabled roof is covered by hexagonal-shaped shingles. The 
exterior of the house combines various shapes of bay windows, porticos 
and dormers which provide a total eclectic effect. 

The facade (east elevation) is dominated by a shingled pedimented gable 
at the two-and-one-half story level. This gable is marked by a centered 
Palladian opening with railing and turned balusters, supported by two 
small Tuscan columns. A pair of double-hung windows at the second story 
level are located directly over a first floor oriel window. Beginning 
in the center of the facade, a two-story portico supported by Tuscan 
columns with railing and turned balusters circles around the corner to 
the north elevation. A leaded glass door ~eads from the second floor 
to the portico. The first floor entry has a single-paneled door with 
leaded glass in the upper half. To the north of the entry door is a 
round-arched double-hung window with unusual rectangular patterns in 
the upper sash. 

The north elevation features a jerkinhead roof with shingled end. A 
small doUble-hung window is centered in the roof end. One of the most 
unusual features of the house is the three staggered stair windows 
with an architrave featuring a scroll and fan design. A shed roof 
dormer, with muntins in somewhat of a Chinese Chippendale fashion, 
extends from the roof of the house just to the north of the jerkinhead 
roof projection. A flat-roofed room with small stained glass windows 
rests on the roof on the one-and-one-half story rear of the T-shaped 
house. 

The south elevation features a two-and-one-half story pedimented gable 
projection which at the first floor level is marked by an offset bay 
window with arched sections from an 1850's house and an abutting corner 
bay window. A small stained glass window is located to the north of 
the bay. ,A,,shed: roo~ qqrmer , wit;~ d~amond-shaped lights extendl? :from 
the roof above this small window. The rear elevation contains the 
original lattice porch adjoined to the one-and-one-half story section of 
the house. 
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The interior features of the Hotch~iss House are even more interesting 
than the exterior. Each room is different in style, utilizing a 
mixture of various interior architectural features. The foyer is 
decorated in rich wood-paneled wainscotting, gilt-edged ceiling moldings, 
gadroon borders on the do0r architraves and the fireplace is enriched 
by an ornate overmantel. The unusual half~turn with landings stairway 
features paneled and incised line step-ends, and a fluted Ionic column 
at the corner parallel to an identically-styled pilaster. An outstanding 
fan-shaped piece with spindles graces the turn of the stairway. Clear 
beveled glass and stained glass abounds in the house as do wide baseb0ards 
stenciled ceilings and o:rrnate fireplace mantels. Hotchkiss, as an 
arcfuitect, did not fail to design a unique workroom for himself. Located 
in the gable at the two-and-one-half story level, this room has windows 
designed to provide overhead light without glare, built-in drawing 
boards, cabinets, work tables and a speaking tube,connecting with the 
kitchen. 

The only structural alteration to the house was the moving of an inside 
wall in the rear of the house 24 inches to provide a larger kitchen 
area. The house is remarkably well-preserved and in excellent condition. 
A deck to the southwest corner of the house was added ~y the second 
owner. 

To the rear of the house is a one-and-one-half story carriage house 
which has been remodeled and utilized as office space and l.iving 
quarters. A shingled hipped roof covers the structure with a hipped­
roof dormer projecting from its north elevation. 

Resting on its original large, tree-,shaded lot, the Hotchkiss House has 
changed little since its construction. As one of the most architecturally 
unique houses in the st.ate, the Hotchkiss House is a historical iliandmark. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Hotchkiss House, built c. 1895, is one of the most architecturally 
unusual structures in the state. Built by an architect as an example 
of his variety of abilities, the house combines styles from classic to 
Victorian in its eclectic style. 

The two-and-one-half story house is of frame construction with a multi­
gabled roof. Resting on a brick foundation the house is T-shaped. 
Weatherboards cover the first floor, with shingling on the second story 
and on the gable ends. The exterior combines various styles of bay windows, 
porticos and dormers which provide a total eclectic effect. 

The interior of the Hotchkiss House features highly crafted woodwork in 
doors, mantels, wainscotting, baseboards, and ceiling moldings. The 
stairway in the foyer features paneled and incised line step ends 
and an unusual fan-shaped piece with spindles at the tur~ of th~ s~airs. 

The architecturally significant structure was constructed by local 
architect S. C. Hotchkiss. He was born in Homer, Michigan, January 28, 
1841. At the age of six he moved with his family to New York and in 
1852 the family moved to Chicago. 

In Chicago Hotchkiss attended private shcools. In 1857 he graduated 
from Sloan Commercial College in Chicago. 

As a young boy, Hotchkiss had a natural talent for architecture and in 
his leisure time and during sehool vacations he studied under W. H. 
Boyington, a prominent architect of the time. Hotchkiss apprenticed 
himself to Jonathan Clark, a leading builder in Chicago for three years 
without pay to learn carpentering and contracting. 

Hotchkiss lived in Chicago for 29 years. As his health began to fail, 
he, by advice of a physician, journeyed southward. In 1868 he stopped 
in Springfield, Missouri staying untill888 when he moved to Monticello, 
Arkansas. 

Although when Hotchkiss moved to southeast Arkansas the demand for an 
architect was small, he saw possibilities of establishing an architectural 
firm. He built up a strong architectural business and was responsible 
for designing many of Monticello's finer structures. Hotchkiss died 
in Pine Bluff, ·Arkansas on January 14, 1909. 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
The Advance. January 14, 1909. 
Arkansas Gazette. January 14, 1909. 
Davis, Mr. and Mrs. Jerry T. Personal interview at Hotchkiss House, July 8, 1976. 
Industrial and Souvenir Edition of the Advance, December 17, 1907. 

II!]GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY less than One acre 
UTM REFERENCES 

A~ l6ll 1 lj8 14 101 
ZONE EASTING 

cLLJ I I 1 I 1 1 I 

13 17l2,1J7,4 1ol 
NORTHING 

I I I I I I I I 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DE.SeRIPTION 

B l..t._j 
ZONE 

Dl.t.J 
''=""="=I ~I +I .-.... ..... ! I I I I I 
EASTING NORTHING 

I I I 1 I I I I I I 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE 

STATE CODE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Sandra Taylor, Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
STREET & NUMBER 

COUNTY 
.i. 

COUNTY 

DATE 

9-14-76 
TELEPHONE 

CODE 

CODE 

300 West Markham . {~,01-) .- 371..,.1639 
CITY OR TOWN 

Little Rock Arkansas 
STATE 

Arkansas- -. · 

ISSTATE HIST~RIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS : 

NATIONAL_ STATE__ LOCALL' 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservat.ion Act of 1966 (Public Law 8 9-665). I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. -

STATE HISTORIC PRE~JORVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE Anne Bartley 

GPO 888·445 



Form No. 1,P-300a 
(Hev 10-74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED OCT 18 1976 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF IDSTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY-- NOMINATION FORM 

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 

DATE ENTE~ED DEC .12 1976 

PAGE l 

The Hotchkiss House has had one other owner between Hotchkiss' death 
and the time the present owners purchased the house. It now belongs 
to the Davis family, who have authentically restored the house to 
its present excellent condition. 

As one of the state's most architecturally unusual structures, the house 
is a local landmark. Its interesting features combine to pro.vide an 
eclectic feeling and make the Hotchkiss House a significant historical 
structure. 
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J' Frame, clapboarding, shingling; 2t stories, irregular 
shape, gabled roof sections, interior chimneys, BaBEKKKB 
front recessed 2-story entrance porch, recessed attic 
porch in gable with Palladian opening, bay windows; ex­
cellent interior woodwork. Qu~n Anne. Desig~Td ~ 
locally prominent architect S ~c. Hotchkiss as ~~esl­
dence; ~P fiimBe]fs .. demonstrateSa multitude of ar-
chi tEfctural forms ana" textures. 


