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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Nuart Theater is a two-story brick movie theater in the moderne style. It
is characterized by its fine terra cotta ornamentation and its various brick-
work patterns in rich dark colors. It is three bays wide with the center bay
containing a centered moderne ticket booth, the entries, and the marquis which
was made by the Carison Company of Rexburg, Idaho. The bays on either side
contain store/office spaces which have obscure glass "transoms."

The second story is given over exclusively to brick and terra cotta ornamentation,
with the exception of two opalescent windows in the center bay. Four major
pilasters demarcate the bays. The center bay has three additional minor pilasters
and the flanking bays have one each. All pilasters are of brick, with a common
bond employed, and have terra cotta decoration at the top. The spaces between

the pilasters display various brickwork bonds including herringbone, .basketweave
paving on edge, vertical flemish and three dimensional header. These spaces

also include several terra cotta plaques and a band molding.

The 1interior also conveys the moderne style. The 750 seat auditorium includes
pastel colored ornamental plaster reliefs, green mottled marble pillars and art
deco 1ights on the walls and ceilings. There is no balcony. The foyer also
maintains the moderne motifs.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Nuart Theater is one of the best examples in Idaho of the moderne style
rendered in brick on a modest scale. With its intact interior as well as exterior
it remains a period piece. The craftsmanship is of high quality. Contractor
Fletcher M. Taylor was responsible for the immaginative brickwork and J. Charles
Schnorr of Pueblo, Colorado, did the interior plaster work. Schnorr, a former
student of John Singer Sargent, was a ¥énowned muralist who had moved west

for his health. He had painted the murals for the Hippodrome in New York and

did numerous paintings for western theaters and public buildings.

The Nuart is symbolic of the commencement of a new era for the motion picture
industry. Unlike Idaho's earlier theaters, it was designed and constructed

with the emerging "talkies" in mind. As such its owners chose a new architectural
style to house the new art form, and as the theater's advertisement proclaimed,

it was "all the name implies."l

! Daily Bulletin, February 11, 1930, p. 1.
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