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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Colonel William Jones house was built in 1834 of bricks burned on
the site. This L shaped five room, one story, Fedéral style structure
is of bearing wall construction with the bricks laid in header bond.

The house faces South over a valley that once had Col. Jone's store and
about a dozen log cabins forming a small community along the road. The
low gable roof has plain cornices with short returns and two chimneys

at either end located on the ridge but inside the walls. The front of
the house has four windows, two on each side of the centered door. There
are also two very small windows high on the gable ends. The windows are
six over six sash with finished limestone lintels and sills. The door
has transom and side lights and is framed by a porch added about 1887
with square pillars, a gable roof, and a full pediment.

Through the front door there is a central hall with a room on each

side. The rest of the L is formed by two rooms entered from the west
room of the main section. The main section has fireplaces at each end
that have cupboards extending to the ceiling on each side. All rooms
are decorated with a cornice. The house has had few alterations since
1887, when the family that now owns it bought it. A rear porch has been
removed and some front steps with a porch have been added. The house is
in need of considerable repair. A wall on the rear section is bulging,
the roof is in bad shape, the wood work needs renovation, and the interior
has been damaged by the leaking roof so it needs replastering in all
sections. The house has electrlclty, but no plumbing, There is also a
early barn near the house that is in poor condition.

The woodwork and decorations around the fireplaces are intact and much of
the original paint survives.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built in 1834, the Colonel William Jones House is one of the very early
houses remaining in Spencer County, Indiana and is certainly one of the
first brick homes built in that area. It is a fine example of Federal

Style architecture executed in the modest way of the frontier by using

materials from the ground on which it was built. At one time this was

the most impressive house in a community of log cabins and belonged to

one of the prominent men in the area.

Colonel William Jones_was a leader in a gathering of pioneer cabins
called Jonesboro. He had lived in the area for at least ten years 601ng
such things as running a general store, the Post Office, and organizing
flatboat trips to carry salt-pork to New Orleans before constructing
this house. The store he ran was 2-1/2 miles from the Lincoln home in
Indiana that is now the Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial. Local legend,
backed with some evidence, has it that Abraham Lincoln clerked at the
Jones store as a young man, perhaps getting some of his interest in
politics from reading the newspapers that Colonel Jones subscribed to.
Lincoln is also said to have spent the nlght in this house after making
a speech in nearby Gentryville when he was in Indiana campaigning for

Henry Clay in 1844.

The Jones house is all that remains of a community that once stood in
southern Indiana and that, combined with its architecture and Col. Jones
prominence in the area, make this a significant structure.
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