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CD District Qj Building E Public 

Q Site [H Structure CD Private 
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LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Register of Mesne Cbveyance
STREET AND NUMBER:

Charleston Countv Courthouse
Cl TY OR TOWN:

Charleston
*6f fteseNf AflON IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:
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CONDITION
CD Excellent CD Good CD F°' r

(Check One) 

2£J Deteriorated

(Check One) 

(Xl Altered CD Unaltered

D Ruins

(Check 

CD Moved

CD Unexpased

One) 

Qjj Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Original physical appearance: plain, two-story, brick with 
a wooden parapet. Bricks in English Bond, interior arches enclosing 
a rectangular courtyard.

Present physical appearance:fortresslike exterior, stucco 
on_brick, thirteen-bay front, four stories, flat roof with battle­ 
ments, corner towers, arcaded central court, detached east wing.

From 1843 (when The Citadel occupied the old arsenal) to 
1922 (when the campus was moved) the original building was twice 
made higher, and wings were added. These changes heightened the 
effect of the courtyard by superimposing two tiers of small arches 
above the original large spans, but the exterior lost its original 
character when it was altered by Edward B. White.

The original architect was Frederick Wesner (1788-1848)^ 
Robert Mills described the building in his Statistics, 1826:

"An extensive citadel, or fortified arsenal and barracks, 
is now erecting at the upper end of the city, on the site of the 
old Tobacco inspection, where the principal stand of arms, etc. 
will be kept. The works will be guarded by bastions at the four 
angles, on which cannon will be mounted   the whole surrounded 
by a high wall.!'

The building is now used as the County Center.
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'ER1OD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

CJ Pre-Columbian! D 16th Century 

O >5th Century D 17th Century

18th Century 

19th Century

20th Century

SPEcrFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE fChec* One or JMore as Appropriate)

Abor iginal

C] Prehistoric

n Historic 

[~~1 Agriculture 

f£] Architecture 

D Art 

| | Commerce 

| | Communications 

[ 1 Conservation

PI Education 

[~~| Engineering 

Q Industry 

| [ Invention 

[~~| Landscape

Architecture 

I | Literature 

(3J Military 

G Music

n Political

Q Religian/Phi- 

losophy

C~| Science

I I Sculpture

| | Social/Human­ 

itarian

Q Theater

| | Transportation

[~] Urban Planning 

O Other (Specify)
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Old Citadel, which dominates Marion Square in the center 
of historic Charleston, has three-fold significance:

Historically, in its origin as a S^tate Arsenal and strong­ 
hold, the building of which was prompted by Charleston's abortive 
Negro insurrection of 1822;

Architecturally, because of the exceptional use of semi­ 
circular arches of great thickness, unembellished by any architrave 
moldings around the face, and supported on massive Doric columns> T 
the arches enclosing the rectangular courtyard giving the interior 
a picturesque quality;

Educationally, as the South Carolina Military Academy, liberal 
arts military college established in 1842 by the State Legislature.

The Citadel derived its"name" from the sturdy old fortress which 
became its home inJL843 and remained so until 1922 when the college 
was removed to the Greater Citadel by the Ashley River.

Added historical significance comes from occupation of The 
Old Citadel by Federal troops from 1865 to 1881^ndTfrom the part 
Citadel cadets played in the Confederate War. This included firing 
of the first shot of the War (January 9, 1861) at the Union relief 
vessel, "Star Of The West," approaching Fort Sumter.
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As the designated State I^iaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 
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National Register.
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