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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The two-story Wilson house is constructed of large, coarsely-dressed limestone
blocks laid in random ashlar pattern, and sits on a foundation of the same
material. It is rectangular in plan (24%' x 32'), and has doors centered in east,
north and west facades. Three windows are in each wall on both floors, with
heavy stone sills and lintels. The front (west) door has four-pane 51de11ghts
There are two chimneys, and the gable roof is covered in composition shingle.

The only decorative feature of the house is a plain cornice of white-painted wood
beneath gables and eaves.

A one-story frame addition to the east side was made in 1896. It was feplaced
in 1969 with a similar, but more modern structure. Co

The interior hasAfivé TOOmS downstairs (kitchen, pantry, dining room, living
room and parlor) and upstairs (three bedrooms and two dressingrooms). An open
stairway connects the floors, which are bisected by central hallways. Floor-
boards are 6'" oak and walnut, walls are plastered. Alterations to this sec-
tion have been.limited to the removal of shutters, installation of alumlnum
sash windows, modern heatlng, electrical and water systems.

AT X '7 smokehouse, built the same time as the house, is located to the
northeast of the house. It has a hip roof and a highly unusual use of
brick quoining. ’
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Wilson house exhibits a craftsmanlike use of local materials in the construction
of a typical midwestern "farmhouse style' dwelling. It was built by Anson

Wilson with assistance from a stonecutter, F. Zimmerman, in 1860. Wilson (1816-
1907) was born in Canada and came to Jackson County in 1839. In 1840 he made

a "prairie claim" to land, and squatted there until it became available for
purchase from the US government in 1846. During his early years in Iowa, Wilson
supported himself by digging wells, hiring out as a teamster, particularly for
hauling lumber, and at one point formed a brief partnership with Jason Pangborn

to make plows. By 1860 Wilson evidently felt financially secure enough to replace
his first log house with one of limestone. Outbuildings for farm operations were
also built, and Wilson did his own milling and threshing on the property. Over
the years, he became well known locally for his avoidance of debt, simple living,
and strict attention to his own affairs.

The property has remained in the hands of Wilson's descendants.
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