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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTQN, MA 02108-

PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white) 
staple to left side of form 

Photo number 

SKETCH MAP 
Show property's location in relation 
to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate 
all buildings between inventoried 
property and nearest intersection. 
Indicate north. 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUbETTS 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSWH 

80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MASS/VQHUSETTS 02116 

Town A r l i n g t o n 

Address ^0 Westminis te r Avenue 

Robinson-Lewis-G.F. 
Historic Name_^33^^^^^^,_^^ 

Use: Present r e s idenre 

Ori g i n a l farmhouse 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date ca. 1850 

Source h i s t o r i c a l 

Style I t a l i a n a t e (altered) 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings^one 

Recorded by Betsy Friedberg 

Organization Mass. H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Date December 1984 

Major alterations (vith dates) 

porches ca. 1895-1910;roof extended 

over side entrance, 1935. 

Moved no Date N/A 

Approx. acreage less than one acre 

Setting Located i n a heavily treed 

suburban area, t h i s house s i t s on the 

edge of a steep h i l l . 

^77// Z9/32Z>2^oJ9'^99JZ^ZZi 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARGiITECTUR.U SIGNIFICANCE (Describe iJiportant architectural featui'es and . ' 
evaluate in terras of other buildings within the comnunity.) 

The Robinson -Lewis-Fessenden House i s a well-preserved I t a l i a n a t e - s t y l e house. Of the 
early farmhouses predating the Crescent H i l l subdivision, t h i s one was probably 

the most fashionable. Ornate bracketed window surrounds and a dentilated entrance porch 
supported by square posts with beveled edges adorn an otherwise simple five-bay rectangular 
plan. The side chimney i s a l a t e r a l t e r a t i o n , as i s the extended single-story porch running 
across the facade of the side e l l . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state ~" ' 
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.) 

This is one of two early farmhouses that pre-date the ca. .1870-1890 subdivision of Cresent 
H i l l . Crhe other i s the Nourse House at 52-54 Westminister; the Hinsley House on Westminister 
may be a t h i r d . ) I t marks a period when t h i s steep and roclg^ section of northwest^ _ 
Arlington was used, not altogether successfully, for farmland. 

The Lewis family held t h i s property during much of the la t e nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. They were i n t)xe wood-turning trade and l a t e r , the milk business. Original 
ownershp i s a t t r i b u t e d to T.S.G. Robinson. 

CRITIRIA FOR EVALUATION ^ " ' 

The Robinson-Lewis-G.F. Fessenden House possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, fee l i n g , and association. I t f u l f i l l s CriterionC of the National 
Register of Historic Places as a well-preserved reprsentative of the I t a l i a n t e s t y l e . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY" and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher) 

1875 Beers map 
1898 Stadley map 
Building permit f i l e s 
Research by Kevin Doyle 
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Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name A r l i n g t o n M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
State Middlesex County. MASSACHUSETTS 
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• ^ l ' Locke School 
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37. Rawson, Warren, House 
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UNITED STATES DEPART MENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Robinson-Lewis-'QTg»< Fessendennlouse 
(Arlington MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

• resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
EJ owner objection 
• appeal 

Substantive Review: LH sample • request 

Working No. 6. m 
Fed. Reg. D a t e : ^ 
Date Due: Y / Z / f T — v / / : ^ / p j  

Action: C^^CEPT A~A^ ^ 

Eaterad 4n 1*« RETURN 
Jfat lDW^ REJECT 

Federal Agency: 

CU appeal EJ NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisit ion 

' Status 

Accessible 
Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CU completeness 
CD clarity . • • 
CD alterations/integrity —r-r-^. -
• dates • , 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance , 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph) 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity , •; 
EJ applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 

L J relationship of integrity to significance . . 
CD justification of exception . . 
CD other 

i* y y 1 loJ'yiil'iA) 

' . ' • " ^yy • ̂ ••''--iiisilL 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CU Maps 
CD Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet 








