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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known ) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house, on its exterior, appears today just as it looked when it 

was designed by the firm of Ryder and Fuller of Boston in. 1&58.

The house was completed in the fall of 1858 for William A. Blake of
V 

Bangor, Maine.

Ryder designed a Second Empire House with Italian/te influences not
. ..„„.—...,. . v ...,..,.. ..,.--=-••• /

unlike the one Ryder planned for Henry 0. Houghton at 100 Massachusetts 

Avenue in Cambridge, Massachusetts. The white exterior is of rusticated
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wood made to appear like free stone. A sweeping mansard roof is inter­ 

sected on the top floor by dormer windows with arched window hoods. A 

central porch with curved posts ornamented with brackets and consoles of 

intricately carved design alleviate the formal lines of the house itself. 

Under the overhang of the roof are heavier consoles and a broad molding 

beneath the eaves provides decorative border. Sometime later a semi­ 

circular bay with stained glass windows was placed on the east side.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Blake House is the finest example of its type in the city of 

Bangor and possibly the State of Maine.

It was designed by Calvin Ryder who executed many fine buildings in 

Bangor and Belfast in the middle and late 19th century. The Blake Mansion 

was a showplace when it was built in 1858 and remains today with minor 

alterations. The house is a fine example of the concept of alternate use,

since its owner Mr. George Carlisle utilizes it as an off/ce for his
V

woodlands operations while maintaining a strong sensitivity toward its 

architectural integrity.

There is little doubt that this was one of the first Second Empire 

Buildings in the State of Maine. It was designed by Ryder for his brother- 

in-law, William Blake, a wealthy Bangor merchant. It epitomizes the 

style of living attained by Bangor ! s upper class in the years just prior 

to the Civil War before her economy began to decline and her reputation 

as the "Queen City Of The East" began to decline.



Bangor, Whig and Courier. Oct. 5, 1858

Original architectural plans of Calvin Ryder and Enoch Fuller, Boston, 
Massachusetts. Now in possession of Mr. George Carlisle.

W. A. Sherman. Atlas of Penobscot County, Comstak & Cline. N.Y. , 1875
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