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Recorded by Leslie C. Abernathy, I I I 

Organization Rehoboth H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Date A p r i l 1976; revised 1981 

Town Rehoboth 

Address 60 Carpenter Street 

Historic Name Christopher Carpenter House 

Use: Present residence 

Original residence 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date ca. 1800 

Source a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l 

Style Federal 

Architect possibly Thomas Carpenter I I I 

Exterior wall fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings see text 

Major alterations (with dates) 

see text 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage_ 

Setting 75 feet from road ; rural 

wooded context 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.) 

This house i s a p a r t i c u l a r l y f i n e l o c a l example of a five-bay, center chimney 
and entrance design with pure Federal styl e d e t a i l s . The doorway treatment consists 
of flanking f l u t e d p i l a s t e r s supporting a pediment. The f a n l i g h t has unusually 
delicate tracery and a center "keystone" motif. Moldings i n l e f t (east) parlor are 
mitered frames. Dentiled cornices and other Federal motifs are found here and on 
the f l o o r above. Window sashes are twelve or twelve and twelve over eight replacement 
copies. The central chimney stack has a bake oven on each story. A two-story kitchen 
e l l added to the east end contains a chimney with f u l l fireplace and bake oven., . . 
HISTORICAL SIGKIFICWCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state (.Continued) 

history and how the building relates to the development of the community.) 

This i s one of two houses s t i l l standing on Carpenter Street b u i l t by members of 
that family ca. 1800 (see Form #129). A house possibly dating to Rehoboth's ea r l i e s t 
settlement stood i n t h i s v i c i n i t y by 1722 when i t was purchased by Joseph Barber 
and l a t e r deeded to Deacon Thomas Carpenter. The l a t t e r gave t h i r t y - f i v e acres on 
both sides of Carpenter Street to grandson Christopher (1762-1840), son of Peter, 
ca. 1800. Included was a hous which was considered o l d , even then. Christopher 
may have remodelled that structure as his new home. Walling's 1850 map shows t h i s 
house and one to the east belongting to a Captain Christopher Carpenter, possibly -
the same person, or his son. By 1871, the property belonled to Mrs. D. Read, and 
i n 1894, ovJnership, including the house and seven outbuildings, was shared by 
Mrs. Delight and C. Reed. 

One of Rehoboth's f i n e s t Federal period houses which c l e a r l y represents the d i s t i n c t i v e 
characteristics of that style i n a r u r a l environment, the Christopher Carpenter House 
meets c r i t e r i o n C of the National Register of Historic Places i n d i v i d u a l l y . 
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Architectural Significance (Continued) 

There i s some evidence to suggest t h i s i s part of an e a r l i e r house. There are a 
number of small 19th century and l a t e r outbuildings located on both sides of 
Carpenter Street associated with the house. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Christopher Carpenter House 
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