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DESCRIPTION
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—EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED —UNALTERED XXX_ORIGINAL SITE

XXf.GOOD —RUINS ^ALTERED —MOVED DATE.

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

The Shelby Park B-ranch.-/Library is situated in the Shelby Park neighborhood, 
east of the central business district. The library is adjacent to Shelby Park, 
a small urban green space.

The Shelby Park Branch Library is a Second Renaissance Revival style, Carnegie- 
endowed library. The symmetrical building is sheathed in smooths-coursed 
limestone. The facade consists of a central section flanked by two slightly 
recessed bays. The structure rests on a smooth-coursed stone raised basement 
articulated by a stone band. The bays each contain a large one-nover- one 
window with a stone reveal and an incised panel below. The attic story 
is decorated by a stone panel with collonettes and a narrow window in the 
side bays.

The main feature of the central section of the facade is the arched entry, 
reminiscent of B;runelleschi' s Pazzi Chapel. Two Ionic columns support a 
round arch entry with a keystone. The arch rests on a molded architrave 
which- is supported by the columns: and pilasters/ the architrave extends, 
across the central section. The entry consists of a double door with a 
transom. Inside the arch is a bas-relief with, the name of the library and 
decorative detailing. Four tapered pilaster strips extend to the architrave 
on the side of the entry. These are adorned with, lions' heads and naturalistic 
ornament. Two iron light brackets also flank the entry.

The structure has a deep hipped roof of red terra cbtta tile. The section of the
roof over the entry is accented by twcr acroteria, . Semi-circular side
bays add further interest to : the massing of the building. The structure
is further enhanced by a handsome iron fence and its setting in Shelby Park.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Shelby Park. Branch. Likrar-y is; one pf. s.eyen L9uisyille. l^bjra^ies, endpw^ed 
by philanthropist Andrew^ Ca^negi.e. The seyen buildings a,re. exceptionally 
fine examples of various classical reyiya,! styles,? popular at the"turn of/ 
the century. The Shelby Park Branch Library is: a refined ana beaut ̂frilly- 
proportioned example of the Second Renaissance Revival, The library wa,s; 
designed by one of Lpui.sville'.s g^pst important, architects, Arthur Lppiwis,

The Shelby Park Branch Library was ppened in 1911. The branch served the 
Shelby Park and Germantpwn neighborhoods, both areas with ethnic roots 
to the earlier German immigrations.

The architecture of the library is typical of Louisville's preference for a more
restrained expression of Beaux-Arts and classical revival styles. The building is
one of the finest examples in the city of the Second Renaissance Revival
style popularized by McKira, Mead and White in their well-known design
of the Boston Free Public Library. The Shelby Park Library shows the influence
of the Quattrocento Italian master, Brunelleschi's Pazzi Chapel in Florence,
in the entry treatment. Thougfe a relatively small structure, the Shelby
Park Branch Library is monumental in character, achieved by its proportions,
its Restrained elegance and simplicity. The building is further enhanced
by its site relation with an urban park.

The Shelby Park Branch Library was design by the prominent Louisville 
architectural:.firm of Lo;omis & Hartman. Arthur Loomis 1 career encompassed the 
late nineteenth and beyond the first quarter o.f the twentieth century. His 
partnership with Chas. Clarke produced soro® of the finest Victorian buildings 
in the city, including the Louisville Medical School (.National Register, July, 
1975), Conrad House C National Register, February, 1975), Whiteside Bakery 
C National Register, April , 1979) and the Levy Brother Building ( National 
Register, March, 1978), The firm of Lppmis & Hartman (.Julius) was established 
in 1908 and al«9 designed tHe Speed Building. Lppmis later.designed the 
J.B. Speed Art Museum in 1927, a restrained nep-classical revival building.

The Shelby Pa,rk Branch. Library is an putstanding example pf early twentieth 
century institutipnal structures., The building represents bpth. the high 
quality Pf design and the. social^educatipnal interests pf the early 
twentieth, century which, were subsidized pn an unprecedented scale by 
private philanthrophy.



Catalogue of the First Exhibition; Louisville Chapter of the American 
Institute of Architects, np. 1912.

"Shelby Branch Library to Open Tomorrow!1 Louisville Courier^Journal. 26 March 1911.
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