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1. Name
higoric  Memorial Hall
and/or common Memoria iiall
2. Location
street & number 22 South St4wr N/Anot for publication
city.town Foxboro NZAvidnlty of
state rhassachusetts code 023 coutty  Norfolk code 021
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district X public X occupied agriculture A museum
_ X bullding(s) private unoccupied commercial park

structure both work in progress educational private residence

site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious

object N/Ain process n yes: restricted government scientific

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:
4. Owner of Property
Town of Foxboro, Historical Gonm ssion
street & number  MEMOrial Hall, 22 South Street
city,tomn  Foxboro N/A  vicinity of sae Massachusetts
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, regidry of deeds, etc. Registry of Deeds
street & number High Street
Gity, town Dedham state Massachusetts
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Inventory of the Historic Assets

titte of the Commonwedld ™86 has this property been determined eligible? yes _X_no
dae 1981 federal X state county local

depodtory for survey records M assachusetts Historical Commission

city,tonn  Boston dae MA



7. Des<:ripti0n Memorial Hall, Foxboro, MA

Coupdltion Cfieck one Check one

—+ excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site
good ruins altered moved date N/A
fair unexposed

Describe the present andoriginal (if known) physical appearance

Menorial Hall isasmall conmenorative building standing opﬁosi te the Town Conman in
Foxboro Center. Located at a busy downtown intersection, the flat half-acre lot also
contains an earl?/ burial ground. A low granite curb encloses theJ)roperty onthree
sides; large nmaple, chestnut, and |inden trees al so frane the building.

Built in 1868 this Hgh Victorian Gothic structure i s one andone-half stories high,
built of randomcoursed, granite rubble. |1tsoctagonal planis formed by a cruciform
core with apyramdal roof and, at the interstices, four gabled wings. Articulating
the el evationsare cut granitestringcourses, copi nlq, and architraves. The conpl ex

roof iscovered with slate shi ngl es, crowned by a [ow octagonal cupola (with octagonal
wi ndows), onwhich stands a | Qfoot wooden statue of a Union soldier. Apair of stone
buttresses defines each corner of the building.

Each of the 8 sides of the building (exceptingthe southwest and southeast) contains
a single equilateral arched wndowwi th a banded architrave andtrefoil glazing. The
gable fields inthe north and south wings each containa small triangular w ndow
vdiile those i nthe east and west w ngs have a round wndow Low pitch roofed
additions nade c. 1875 filled inthe southwest and southeast comers, repeatingthe
material s and design of the original structure. The original w ndows on those wal | s
were re-used one story above to create gabled dorners.

The building isentered fromits northside, where granite steps |ead u? to a shal | ow
gabled frontpiece. An equilateral arch openi n? wi th banded architrave frames double
chestnut doors, all surmounted by an inset tablet ccrmenorating the year of construction.

Large stained gl ass wi ndows, |ocated onall eight sides of the structure, distinguish
the interior of Menorial Hall. The maost promnent of these isentitled "Liberty", placed
on the southern elevation where it immediately confrontsvisitors. A done encloses

the central hall, illumnated by a stained glass w ndowat the top and the eight

octagonal lights inthe cupola. WWndows and doors are all framed i n chestnut, which was
al so used t o panel the central room Tw small roons of f the main hall occupy the

1875 additionsi nthe southwest and southeast coners of the building.

Al'terations to the original building have been mninmal and generallyreinforce itsin-
tegrity. These include addition of the c.1875 al coves, renmoval of original wought
iron cresting (probably during roof repairs nade i n 1920), and a 1962 replication of
the original wooden statue, which had deteriorated beyond the point of repair.

In addition to Mernorial Hall, the property also containsa one-story wood frame
building viiich was erected i n 1979 as a storage sheet; 30 by 60 feet large, iti s

| ocated 80 feet fromthe Hall near the southern property line and i snot consideredt o
be a contributing structure. Afproxi mately three dozen sinple gravestones dating
fromthe late 18th through mddlie 19th centuries occupy the eastern and southern sides
of the' property. '



8. Significance Memorial Hall, Foxboro, MA

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture_  religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic . conservation law . science
1500-1599 agriculture . economics literature . sculpture
1600-1699 X architecture . education X military . social/
1700-1799 art . engineering music humanitarian
X _ 1800-1899 commerce . exploration/settlement philosophy . theater
1900- communications . Industry - .- politics/government . transportation
. invention . other (specify)
Specific dates 1% Builder/Architect J. St evens

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Menorial Hall issignificant asacivic tribute tothe Civil Vdr, forits finctions
as alibrary and nuseump and as a distinctive exanple of Hgh Victorian architecture
in Foxboro. The property neets Criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic
M aces, retaining integrity of design, materials, workmanship, |ocation and setting.

Menorial Hall was erected i n1868 as a "suitable nonunent'” t o the Union sol diers who
died intheCivil Wr, aswell astoall citizens \Ao had served and contributedi n
sone way t o the preservation of the Union. Nehemah Carpenter donated t o the town
the land for the structure, and EP Carpenter, owner of the prom nent Union Straw
Vrks, chaired the ccaranittee whi ch oversaw construction. This commttee envisioned
not only anarker but also a functional building. Thus while thehall originally

di spl ayed the nanes of the war dead, nermorabiliafromthe Civil Vdr, and ot her

obj ects relating totown history (operated by veterans fromthe G, the comttee
al so suggested that at sone future tinme it be used as the town |ibrary.

In 1872, one thousand books were donated to the tow and housed in Menorial Hall,

which served i nfact as the tow library until 1968. Since then, the building has
been operat ed by t he Foxboro Historical Conmssion, reverting toits original use

as the tow nuseum

Menorial Hall was erected at the height of Foxboro®s industrial prosperity i n the
late 19thcentury. Local wealth andpride are reflected i nthe, enpl oyment of re-
gionally known talent i nthe desi %n and execution of the building. e architect

was J. Stevens, nost |ikely John Sevens of Boston, \Aio was a popul ar desi gner of
civic structures i nthis period; the stone cutter wvas aM. A K Lilley of Providence;
the soldier was carved by L.F. Pratt; interior decoration was by a M. Brarier of
Boston; and the carpentry was by Abner Fal es of Foxboro.

The central location of Menorial Hall enphasizes its exceptionally fine Gothic Revival
design. Inatow with [ittle high style architecture, particularly i nnon-residential
buil dings. Menorial Hall isa special denonstration of the cultural values and
historical development of Foxboro. [Its excellent preservation i sfurther evidence of
the inportance town citizens afford tolocal history.

The cenetery on the property was a famly burial ground. The earliest grave i s that
of Elizabeth Carpenter, dated 1773, and the latest death was Abiathar and Lucretia
Robi nson, 1853; several graves were noved when Menorial Hall was built. No artifacts
have ever been found onthis property. '



9. ajor Bibiographica References

Aut hel et, Jack. Qinpses of Early Foxboro. Foxboro, M The Foxboro ., 1978.
Lane, M. and Ms. Clifford W This Ve Foxboro. Foxboro, M Rea Craft Press Inc. 1966.

10, Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 25,500 Square Feet
Quadrangle name Wrentham, MA Quadrangle sraig 1:25000
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Verbal boundary description and justification

S attached sketch map.

List all states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code
state code cournty code
11. Form Prepared By

namefite Wedy Frontiero, Preservation Planner with May Elizab e, consult

oganization Massachusetts Historical Commisson date 12/3
strest& number "4 Washington Street telephone 61
city or town Boston state MA 02108

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures setforth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature  fcii*Mu”® n AJMAAR AN

State Historic
""gPreservation Of fi ce® Massachusetts Historical Gonm ssinn
For NPS useonly
| hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register
Entered in t]"- date  AIA[[A3
yatloxmi fiegtij tflB

date  ?//(;/i3

fSs&pet of the National Register

/X
Attest: date 1

Chief of Registration
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1. Name
2. Location

3. Classification

4. Ownof of Property
5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

7. Description

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

alteration 8/integrity
dates

boundary selection



8. Significance

aummary paragraph
completeness
Clarity

-applicable criteria

Justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliograpltical References

10. Oeographicai Data

11« Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

log*!

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached

Phone:
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202

272 -3504
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The Commonwedlth of Massachusett]  FESSTER OF HSTORT pTikico

WiUiam Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonweahh
October 30, 2008 Massachusetts Historical Commission

Mr. J. Paul Loether

Nationa Regigter of Historic Flaces
Nationa Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW S* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosed pleasefind the following nomination form:
Medway Village HD, Medway (Norfolk Co.), MA

The nomination hes been voted digible by the Sate Review Board and hes been Sgned by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The ownersof the properties in the district were notified of
pending State Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded
the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

. Radb Pormponio, Medway Higtoricad Commision
Glen Trindde, Medway Board of Sdedimen
LaraKline, Claire Damnpsey, conautants
S.emn Affleck-Childs, Medway Ranning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617)727-8470 « Fax:(617) 727-5128
www. state, ma. us/sec/mhc



