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PHOTO C3x3" or 3x5", black § white) 
Staple to l e f t side of form 
Photo number 

SKETCH MAP 
Draw map showing property's 
location in relation to nearest 
cross streets and other buildings 
or geographical features. 
Indicate north. , ; \- . , fi 

See attached map. 

Newton Quadrangle '^• 
um Reference: 19/322990/4688610 

#: 53 

Area Form no. 

61/267 -m 

Town Brookline f̂ RA 

Address Penniman Place 

Historic Name 1\J/\-

Use: Original ^'^^^Sle f a m i l y d w e l l i n g 

Present Same 

Ownership :OI Private individual 
Private organization 

Public 

O r i g i n a l owner D a n i e l Sanderson 
•1 -'r ' •••^•f' -.-fp 

DESCRIPTION: , , 

Q̂ ĝ Probably between 18 30 and 18 37 

Source Brookline Tax L i s t s 5 Maps 

Style • Greek Revival 

Arch i t ec t I t i f o r m a t i o n n o t a v a i l a b l e 

Ex te r io r w a l l f a b r i c C lapboa rd 

Outbui 1 dings Parage and shed 

•^ff 

* 28'X3U', w i t h e l l , 16'X48'; small 
enclosure on n o r t h facade. 

Recorded by L e s l i e LarScin 

BHC Organization 

Date A p r i l , 19 8 0 

Major a l t e ra t ions (with dates) 
1912 - A l t e r a t i o n s by Fox and c^ale. 

E x t e n s i o n on r e a r added , 2 ^ - s t o r 3 
p i t c h r o o t , 1 2 ' X l b ' ; l a u n d r y on 
1 s t f l o o r , bedroom & b a t h on 2nd. 
A t t h a t t i m e , main b u i l d i n g was * 

Moved Yes Date 1912 

Approx. acreage 12,989 sq. f t , 

Setting Set back about 2 5 f e e t from 
the s t r e e t , at the end of Penniman 
Place, although on a r a t h e r small 
l o t , does not appear hemmed i n , as 
i t i s bordered on the l e f t by E l i o t 
Playground, a large open space-

(Staple additional sheets here) ' J, 



• ̂ 5ntrance, and t h a t t h i s plan enjoyed g-reat. p o p u l a r i t y during the middle t h i r d 
of the century. Although at one time there must have been a number of Greek 
Revival houses i n t h i s area, only one other has survived - the house at 15 5 
Reservoir Road, and t h a t one v̂ as also moved - otherwise i t would have been de­
m.olished l i k e m.any others. The b u i l d i n g type has survived b e t t e r i n the V i l l a g e 
see #s 12 and 19 Linden St. f o r s i d e - h a l l plans, the l a t t e r house also having 
a s i m i l a r side porch w i t h t a l l windows. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe inqsortant architectural features and ' 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

This i s a handsome, r a t h e r p l a i n Greek Revival vernacular design, w i t h heavy 
c l a s s i c a l p r o p o r t i o n s and strong three-dimensional forms. The house i s pos­
i t i o n e d w i t h i t s gable end t o the s t r e e t , and, w i t h the exception of the one 
s t o r y bay on the n o r t h s i d e , appears much as i t was b u i l t , since the a d d i t i o n 
at the rear of the b u i l d i n g was simply an extension of the o r i g i n a l e l l . Ele­
ments of the Greek Revival s t y l e seen here include the enclosed pediment, rak­
ing c o r n i c e , p i l a s t e r corner boards, wide entablature w i t h r e t u r n s , the simple 
s t r o n g l y fram.ed s i d e - h a l l entranceway w i t h p i l a s t e r s and s i d e l i g h t s , and the 
shallow side porch w i t h Doric columns and t a l l f i r s t f l o o r windows. See p. 

Old Cambridge f o r a s i m i l a r house - t h i s book states t h a t the s i d e - h a l l 
entrance plan i n t h i s s t y l e was more common than the c e n t e r - h a l l (Cont. above)* 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Cexplain the role owners played in local or state history 

and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

This housyis shown on the 1844 m.ap, but i s not on the 1830 map. According t o 
available tax l i s t s , Daniel Sanderson had b u i l t t h i s house by 1837 . He had 
bought the o l d Isaac Sparhawk Gardner place, on the other side of what was 
then known as Brighton St., from E l i s h a Penniman (house since demolisljed). I n 
1826 Penniman's t o t a l assessment was $18.00. I n 1837, Sanderson, owning the 
same property as Penniman had, was assessed $25.69 - obviously he had bought 
more land and b u i l t another house. H a r r i e t V7oods wrote "Mr. Sanderson, 
though not a n a t i v e of B r o o k l i n e , l i v e d here many years, held various town 
o f f i c e s , and was a prominent member of the B a p t i s t Church. [He was also a 
deacon i n the church'TT He b u i l t two houses on the west side of Brighton St." 
By 1849 Sanderson had sold the o l d Gardner property and was l i v i n g i n t h i s 
house or another one he owned close by (since demolished), and i n 1851 he was 
one ofy^number of prominent c i t i z e n s who subscribed $50 toward b u i l d i n g a road 
from the M i l l Dam t o Washington St. (present Brookline Ave.) The 1861 tax 
l i s t shows he had increased h i s land holdings g r e a t l y - t h a t year he owned 
2 houses, 2 barns and 33 acres on the west side of Brighton St. 

In 1912 t h i s house belonged t o Jessie Taylor P h i l l i p s . (See HI Taylor Cross-
way f o r inform.ation on her property and her parents'.) A f t e r 1907 the es­
t a t e was subdivided (see 44 Penniman Rd.) and i n 1912 t h i s house was moved 
from i t s l o c a t i o n at the i n t e r s e c t i o n of Dean Rd. extension and Chestnut H i l l 
Ave. t o i t s present s i t e . # 7 2 Penniman P l . , across the s t r e e t , was also 
moved from another l o c a t i o n on the P h i l l i p s estate at about t h i s time. , 

83 Penniman Place meets NR c r i t e r i a C, being an early and rare local example of the 
Greek Revival s t y l e p a r t i c u l a r l y unusual for this neighborhood composed of mostly - ,̂  
20th century Georgian and Tudor Revival single family homes. " • ' 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES . a 
Maps, 1830 , 1844 ,• . •- . ..... 
Tax l i s t s , 1826 , 1837 , 1851 > „.,• :'-
Woods, H a r r i e t , P l i s t o r i c a l Sketches of Brookline, P/ 2 02 , • 
Jones, Theodore P., Land Ownership~in Brookline *: 
Town Reports, 1851 .. . 
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("R" Juna 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

House (Brookline MRA) rs> yd.„̂ .v--t',~-*-v~ ^ } 
Norfolk County 
MASSACHUSETTS • J 

O resubmission 
O nomination by person or local government 
Q owner objection . 
d l appeal 

Substantive Review: • sample • request 

Working No. 4 1985 
Fed. Reg. D a t e : ^ / , ^ / ^ ; ^ ^ ~ 
Date Due: / o / ^ / g r - / a / p f / ¥ T 
Action: 

Entered 1B th« 
Agency 

>eCEPT 
RETURN. 
R E J E C T . 

/Pl - P 7 

CZI appeal CH NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Aoquitition 

Statut 
Aceettible 

Pretent Ute 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of l-egal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

exceiient 
im good 
• feir 

• deteriorated 

• ruint 
• unexposed 

Cheek one 

• uneltered 

• altered 

Check one 

• original site 

• moved date. 

Describe the present and original (If Icnown) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph • i?f 
• completeness 
• clarity 
• alterations/integrity 
I I dates . -K. 
• boundary selection 

• • .kwrkJr A-̂ uS.;;j-E}J;i*î .,.' 



8. Significann 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 1 ' ^C ' 5;; 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness ' '" , . V ^ - ^ - R , ^ -
• clarity ''•;•. 
• applicable criteria 
• justification of areas checked 
• relating significance to the resource 
• context 
• relationship of integrity to significance @&iJ jy j 
• justification of exception » 
• other 

'•• fr^ •• ". - n-f-h 

•...̂ û  •• .• . .... 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verlsal boundary description and justification ••rS',. 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature '"""'' .'•"". ••kk ...fi'kik'k.f^.-i 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
• Photo 
• other 
LJ Photographs 

• 'k 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any Itsm may be continued on an attached sheet 
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