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Cedar Grove, R.F.D. 2
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South Carolina
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Edgefield County Court House
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____South Carolina Survey of Historic Places (Preliminary)
DATE OF SURVEY:
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South Carolina Department of Archives & History
STREET AND NUMBER:
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(Check One) 
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Moved [Xj Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built c. 1?90 by John Blocker (grandson of Prussian emigre, 
Michael Blocker), Cedar Grove is a large two-story house with white 
clapboard exterior and high gable roof. Eouble-tiered portico features 
delicate Adamesque detail. First level portico lias two, fluted 
engaged columns at rear and is supported "by four slender columns 
crowned with square capitals and mounted on raTsed pedestals. Ornate 
"balustrade encloses portico. Main entrance has double doors surmounted 
"by semielliptical fanlight with geometric design and flanked on 
"both sides by diamond-paned sidelights.

Second level portico has four square columns with Tuscan capitals 
which form a flat central arch with basket-handle arches on either 
side. Two engaged columns at rear. Pediment of delicate proportions, 
above second level portico, is decorated with dentil ornamentation. 
Portico shelters double doors with diamond-paned sidelights and is 
enclosed by balustrade identical to that of first level portico.

Both levels have a pair of nine-over-nine, shuttered windows on 
either side of porticos.

Interior features a barrel-vaulted ceiling in central hall, 
which runs full depth of house. Dining room walls covered with 
distinctive hand-painted French wall paper depicting courtship and 
marriage of two lovers. Hand-carved mantels and dentil moldings 
are also important architectural details of interior.

The grounds feature tall cedars brought from Prussia; many old 
English boxwoods; and traces of an original rose garden.

Servants 1 quarters and original kitbhen still stand.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Cedar Grove is a fine   and, in Edgefield, a unique   example 
ot the Adam Style, which reached its apex in the early Federal period, 
Since Marcus Whiffen, in his American Architecture Since 1780, notes 
that the Adam Style was "dominant, except in the South Where 
Jeffersonian Classicism ruled," the architectural importance of 
Cedar Grove is even more significant. (The typical Edgefield 
architectural, stjile is Greek Revival with various modifications, 
as is true of many Southern plantation communities.)

Historically, Cedar Grove is one of the oldest surviving 
homes in this area of South Carolina. Its sophisticated architecture 
attests to the wealth and culture of the rural Edgefield community 
in'the 18th and the first half of the 19th century. Valuable 
collections include Indian artifacts, antique maps and documents, 
rare china, silver and portrait glass.
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