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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built c. 1790 by John Blocker (grandson of Prussian emigré,
Michasl Blocker), Cedar Grove is & large two-story house with white

delicate Adamesque detail, First level portico has two, fluted
engaged columns at rear and is supported by four slender columns
crowned with square capitals and mounted on raised pedestals. Ornate

by semielliptical fanlight with geometric design and flanked on
both sides by diamond-paned sidelights.

Second level portico has four square columns with Tuscan capitals
which form a flat central arch with basket-handle arches on either
side. Two engaged columns at rear, Pediment of delicate proportions,
above second level portico, is decorated with dentil ornamentation.

Portico shelters double doors with diamond-paned sidelights and is
enclosed by balustrade ldentical to that of first level portico.

Both levels have a pair of nine-over-nine, shuttered windows on
either side of porticos.

Interior features a barrel-vaulted ceiling in central hall,
which runs full depth of house. Dining room walls covered with
distinctive hand-painted French wall paper depicting courtship and
marriage of two lovers, Hand-carved mantels and dentil moldings
are also important architectural details of interior.

The grounds feature tall cedars brought from Prussia; meny old
English boxwoods; and traces of an original rose garden.

Servants' quarters and original kitohen still stand.

clapboard exterior and high gable roof. Double-tiered portico features

balustrade encloses portico. Main entrance has double doors surmounted

33

SNOIT1DO2N¥yLSNI



INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
™} Pre-Columbian|
] ®5th Century

[ 16tk Century
[C] 17th Century

X 18th Century
[TJ 19th Century

[C] 20th Century

SPECtFIC DATEL!S) (If Applicable and Known) 1790
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal [] Education [ Political {3 Urban Planning
[ Prehistoric [] Engineering [] Religion/Phi- [} Other (Specify)
[] Historic [ industry losophy
[1 Agriculture [1 Invention [] Science
X Architecture [J Landscape {3 Sculpture
1 Art Architecture [} Sacial/Human-
[0 Commerce [ Literature itarian .
7] Communications T Military [T} Theater i
[C] Conservation [ Music [} Transpartation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Cedar Grove is a fine -- and, in Edgefield, a unique -~ example
ot the Adam Style, which reached its apex in the early Federal period.
Since Marcus Whiffen, in his American Architecture Since 1780, notes
that the Adam Style was "dominant, except In the Sou ere
Jeffersonian Classicism ruled," the architectural importance of
Cedar Grove is even more significant, (The typical Edgefield

architectural. style is Greek Revival with various modifications,
as is true of many Southern plantation communities.)

Historically, Cedar Grove is one of the oldest surviving
homes in this area of South Carolina. Its sophisticated architecture
&ttests to the wealth and culture of the rural Edgefield community
in'the 18th and the first half of the 19th century. Valuable
collections include Indian artifacts, antique maps and documents,
rare china, silver and portrait glass,
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[12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA1ION

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluateed according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

ce of this nomination is:

level of signific

National

Name

2/14/71

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Presgrvatx
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