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The Benjamin Church house, built by Church, a carpenter, in 1843, is a some­ 
what diminutive Temple style JGreek Revival structure. It is a one-story, 
five-room frame house with an attic. Seriatim, front to rear in the main 
house, are living room, dining room and kitchen. The front door opens dir­ 
ectly into the living room. Symmetrically flanking the living and dining 
rooms is a small bedroom wing on each side. A stairway leads from the 
kitchen to the attic.

At the front is a Doric tetraprostyle portico with fluted colnns which 
support the entablature. There is no pediment as the portico extension 
of the main house roof is hipped. The flanking wings also have hipped 
roofs. The rear is a gable end, however, with pilasters at the corners 
to support the cornice returns. Between the studs there is brick nogging.

The house was moved in 1939 from its original location to avoid demolition, 
placed in Estabrook Park, restored, and opened to the public as a museum. 
The move was a cooperative effort on the part of the Wisconsin Society of 
Colonial Dames, the Milwaukee County Historical Society, and the Milwaukee 
County Park Commission. The Colonial Dames undertook the task of furnish­ 
ing the house appropriately for its period and have continued their inter­ 
est as custodians. In late 1970 a fire caused internal damage amounting 
to about $12,000, with most of the loss confined to the furnishings and 
minimal damage to the interior structure of the house itself. Repair and 
restoration of the interior have been in progress during the summer of 1971 
and should be completed by late autumn. Concurrently the Colonial Dames 
are preparing to refurnish the house.

The house is sided with clapboards. The front opening is a plain framed 
single door with a single vertical panel. The two front windows, one on 
either side of the door, are plain framed, 6-paned double hung sash. On 
the side of each wing toward the front of the house is a single, simple, 
small window which matches the main front windows. Windows on the sides 
and downstairs rear are single-paned double hung sash, but there is a pair 
of six-paned double sash windows at the rear of the main house at attic 
level, quite small in size.

At the time when the Church house was measured for the Historic American 
Buildings Survey in 1936, the delineator noted on his drawings that there 
had been numerous additions to the house over the years that were not in 
harmony with the original house, and drew detailed plans only of the original 

building. When the house was restored after being moved to 
>cation in Estabrook Park, these additions were removed and 

to its original state. It is thus a faithful restoration 
charm of this early Milwaukee Greek Revival house
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

According to Perrin, many of Wisconsin's earliest Greek Revival buildings 
followed details of design which were published in various handbooks, of 
which one of the most popular was Mintfard LaFever f s "The Young Builder's 
General Instructor," published in 1829. Perrin goes on to state,"If any 
of the remaining old Greek Revival houses seems to have an air of quiet 
dignity and the charm of good proportions and refined detail, its design 
was probably taken from one of the handbooks of Minard LaFever or his 
contemporaries."^

Such a building is the Benjamin Church house, an excellent example of the 
Temple style of_Greek Revival frame houses and one of Milwaukee's oldest 
and best-known landmarks. It was built in 1843 when the city was still 
a small settlement and is one of few survivals of its day and probably the 
only one of its kind in Milwaukee if not in the state as a whole. It is 
quite small and varies from tha more frequently seen Temple style Greek 
Revival houses in lacking a pedimented portico and having a hipped roof on 
both house and wings, but there is much refinement of detail in the treat­ 
ment of cornices, columns and pilasters. Much of its charm and dignity lie 
in its simplicity as well as its symmetry and excellent proportion. This 
house is exactly the kinjj of building that led the late architect, Alex­ 
ander Carl Guth, to express wonder at the skill with which early day build­ 
ers in Wisconsin constructed houses with much classical refinement without 
the benefit of professional architects, the availability of handbooks like 
LaFever's notwithstanding. 2

1. Perrin, Historic Wisconsin Buildings, 28.
2. Guth, "Early Day Architects in Wisconsin," 141-14
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Property: (church, Benjamin, House,j Milwaukee County, Wisconsin

2. Correct location: Parkway Drive, Estabrook Park
Village of Shorewood, Wisconsin (not City of Milwaukee)

10. U.T.M. Reference (corrected siting): 16/426910/4771130

New U.S.G.S. Quadrangle attached showing both correct siting and U.T.M. 
reference.

4 November 1976
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