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U= Present Resdence

Original Residence

DECRIPTION

AN
Dae & 1700-1725

Source
Style First Period / Federal updating

Visual analysis

Architect

Exterior V@Il Fabric Q apboard
Qutbuildings garage - 20th c.

My or Alterations (wth dates) rear ell

(19th c¢?) raised to2stories by current

Condi tion Gxad owner

Mved N Date MA
Acreage s. 7 acres

Setting Faces south onslight rise, penen-
dicular toroad and set well back i n

open field.

Recorded by  Kora Pat Smal |
Organi zation Boston University

Date  August 1985
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Property Name Tenny House

Indicate each item o inventOTy foim which is being continued below.

SI GNI FI CANCE

The Tenney Honestead, whith it scurrently covered sponge painting and
mnimally visible First Period frame, indicates that i fthe later
coverings are removed, i twill yield informationimportant to our
understanding of late First Period room decoration under criterion D
The rare Massachusetts Bay early stone chimey enbodi es an unusual
and distinctive type of chimey construction, apparently indicative
of a regional trend i nwestern M ddlesex County, making i t eligible
under criterion C  The house retains integrity of location and,
under i tslater coverings, probably retains integrity of materials

and wor kmanshi p.
EXTER OR DESCRI PTI ON

The Tenney Homestead i sa 2 1/2 story, central chimey clapboarded
structure one cell deep with a two story el | (19thand 20th century?)
projecting from the right rear. The front door has a simple Greek
Revival surround. An ell.extends from the [eft end of the house, and
a short 1-story leanto i stucked into the corner between i t and the

rear left corner of the main house.

MAJCR FI RST PER OD FEATURES

Most First Period elements, including sponge painting on the
sheathing i ntheright first floor room are now conceal ed, but
enough remains visible on the first floor to indicate a late
transitional date for the house. The original stone central chimey
stack, which changes to brick from the attic floor up, i sa very
unusual and important feature i nthis part of Massachusetts. Ot her
First Period houses i nwestern M ddlesex County with stone chimeys
include the George Robbins House i nCarlisle, (#99,) and the
Brown- St ow House, (#115,) also i nStow. The right first floor room
does not have any visible First Period features. The present owners
uncovered early painted horizontal sheathing on the end wall, which
they have since covered up again. Photographs show the horizontal
boards with circular designs |/hich |ook Iike sponge painting.
Differences i nthe painted pattern on sone of the boards i nthe
photos indicate that the present two windows are replacements. The
left room has an exposed summer beamwith a late simple beveled
chanfer. The fireplaces i nboth roons have side beehive ovens (the
left i scovered), indicating a late transitional date.

H STORI CAL | NFORVATI ON

The house has a long associationwith the Tenney family, farmers i n
Stow from 1690 to the md 1930's.

Staple to Inventory form at bot m.
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