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Town 
Stow 0/] 

Address 156 Taylor Road 

Historic Name Tenney Homestead 

Sketch Map: 

Use: Present Residence 

Original Residence 

DESCRIPTION 

- ^ ca. 1700-1725 Date 

Source 

Style 

Visual analysis 

First Period / Federal updating 

Architect 

Exterior Wall Fabric Clapboard 

Outbuildings garage - 20th c. 

UTM REFERENCE 

USGS QUADRÂ <GLE 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Z E N 
19 / 293-210 / 4702-3ia V 

Hudson 

Major Alterations (with dates) rear ell 

(19th c?) raised to 2 stories by current 

Condition Good owner 

Moved No Date N/A 

Acreage s. 7 acres' 

Setti ng Faces south on slight rise, pemen-

dicular to road and set well back in 

open f i e l d . 

Recorded by Kora Pat Small 

Organization Boston University 

Date August 1985 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM ŜSICN 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccniiuiity: Form No: 

STOW 116 

Property Name: Tenny House 

Indicate each item on inventOTy foim which is being continued below. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Tenney Homestead, whith i t s c u r r e n t l y covered sponge p a i n t i n g and 
minimally v i s i b l e F i r s t Period frame, i n d i c a t e s t h a t i f the l a t e r 
coverings are removed, i t w i l l y i e l d i n f o r m a t i o n important t o our 
understanding of l a t e F i r s t Period room decoration under c r i t e r i o n D, 
The r a r e Massachusetts Bay e a r l y stone chimney embodies an unusual 
and d i s t i n c t i v e type of chimney c o n s t r u c t i o n , apparently i n d i c a t i v e 
of a r e g i o n a l t r e n d i n western Middlesex County, making i t e l i g i b l e 
under c r i t e r i o n C. The house r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n and, 
under i t s l a t e r coverings, probably r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of m a t e r i a l s 
and workmanship. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Tenney Homestead i s a 2 1/2 s t o r y , c e n t r a l chimney clapboarded 
s t r u c t u r e one c e l l deep w i t h a two s t o r y e l l (19th and 20th century?) 
p r o j e c t i n g from the r i g h t rear. The f r o n t door has a simple Greek 
Revival surround. An ell.extends from the l e f t end of the house, and 
a sho r t 1-story l e a n t o i s tucked i n t o the corner between i t and the 
rear l e f t corner of the main house. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

Most F i r s t Period elements, i n c l u d i n g sponge p a i n t i n g on the 
sheathing i n the r i g h t f i r s t f l o o r room, are now concealed, but 
enough remains v i s i b l e on the f i r s t f l o o r to i n d i c a t e a l a t e 
t r a n s i t i o n a l date f o r the house. The o r i g i n a l stone c e n t r a l chimney 
stack, which changes to b r i c k from the a t t i c f l o o r up, i s a very 
unusual and important f e a t u r e i n t h i s p a r t of Massachusetts. Other 
F i r s t Period houses i n western Middlesex County w i t h stone chimneys 
include the George Robbins House i n C a r l i s l e , (#99,) and the 
Brown-Stow House, (#115,) also i n Stow. The r i g h t f i r s t f l o o r room 
does not have any v i s i b l e F i r s t Period featur e s . The present owners 
uncovered e a r l y p a i n t e d h o r i z o n t a l sheathing on the end w a l l , which 
they have since covered up again. Photographs show the h o r i z o n t a l 
boards w i t h c i r c u l a r designs l/hich look l i k e sponge p a i n t i n g . 
D i f f e r e n c e s i n the pain t e d p a t t e r n on some of the boards i n the 
photos i n d i c a t e t h a t the present two windows are replacements. The 
l e f t room has an exposed summer beam w i t h a l a t e simple beveled 
chamfer. The f i r e p l a c e s i n both rooms have side beehive ovens (the 
l e f t i s covered), i n d i c a t i n g a l a t e t r a n s i t i o n a l date. 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

The house has a long a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the Tenney f a m i l y , farmers i n 
Stow from' 1690 to the mid 1930's. 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y form at b o t m . 
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LS â AC 

12 

23-5 

23-6 

23-7 

0. 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000281 


