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ARCHITECTURE jN

Architect/Builder: Uu . o
TS VYo IWA

Building Materials: Acoee

Building Type/Style: Paz Wouvse Tvew E/ \J E0 AU LA

Description of physical appearance & significant architectural features:
(Include additions, alterations, ancillary structures, and landscaping if applicable)

This is a 1-1/2 story adobe example of the TYPE II pair house. The Andersen
house is one of the oldest and most distinctive homes in Ephraim. An early
photograph shows that the house was originally exposed adobe and had a
seven-opening facade. The two outside rooms each contained two windows and
the center room had the predictable window/door/window pattern. A photo from
the early 20th century indicates that the inside windows on each of the side
rooms were Iilled in with adobe by this time. A plaster exterior was applied
to the adobe during the 1950s. Stove chimneys are located at both gable ends
and an unusual fireplace is found along the rear of the center room. The
placement of this fireplace is odd because chimneys are usually located
parallel to the ridgeline of the house, not along a rear wall. A cross gable
is found on the facade which contains a double-hung round arched door. The
windows have wooden pedimented heads and the cornice is graced by hand-cut
dentiling.

HISTORY £J7

Statement of Historical Significance: Construction Date:

The Claus P. Andersen House in Ephraim is significant as an example of
Scandinavian vernacular architecture in Utah. The house contributes
historically to the thematic nomination, ''The Scandinavian-American Pair House
in Utah."

Claus P. Andersen claims this city lot in 1869 and receives the Mayor's Deed
in 1872. Andersen sells the lot in 1879 to Soren Nielsen for $400. The early
nature of the house's design and construction, coupled with the value of the
property in 1879, seems to indicate that Andersen was the original owner and
probably builder of the house. Not much can be discovered about Andersen's
life, but Soren Nielsen was born in Christiania, Norway, in 1840. Nielsen
moved to Utah in 1853 and located in Ephraim in 1856. Nielsen was occupied as
a famer and had a freight business which carted fresh produce to the mining
camps along the Utah-Nevada border.
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