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PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white) 
staple to left side of form 

Photo number 

SKETCH MAP 
Show property's location in relation 
to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate 
all buildings between inventoried 
property and nearest intersection. 
Indicate north. 

COMMONWEALTH Of MASSACHUSETTS 
MASs;cHUSFTT3 f:,•ST̂ •̂cAL co:.::.iiss:oN 

80 BJVLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02116 

Town Arlington. MA 

Address 224-226 Pleasant Street  

Historic Name Prentiss-Payson House 

Use: Present 

Original 

Resi dential 

Residential 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date .1856 

Source Menotomy Historic District Repoi 

Style Greek Revival/Italianate with 
later 19th century modifications 

Architect Unknown 

Exterior wall fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings shed 

Recorded by Betsy Friedberg 

Organization Mass. Historical Commission 

Date 12/84 

(Staple additional 

Major alterations (with dates) 

dormers and upper story window en­

framements ca. 1880. 

Moved Date JUL-

Approx. acreage ipc;̂  than one arrP  

Setting Like several other substantial  

homes in the area this one is situated  

very close to Pleasant Street. The rear 

of the house overlooks Spy Pond. 
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ARCHITECTUR-AL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe ijiqjortant _ architectural features md 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the comraunity.) 

Thismid-19th century frame vernacular residence is composed of a large main block and 
small rear ad.dition. Stylistically, its form, window enframements, and the return eaves 
o f i t s gable roof are Italianate in sensibility. Its main entrance with a full transom 
topped by an unbroken pediment, is Greek Revival in feeling. . . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state 
history and how the bxiilding relates to the development of the comraunity.) 

Built in'1856, this house's original occupants were a Miss Prentiss and a Miss Payson. 
They moved to Arlington from Charlestown, MA. For many years this was the residence 
of Payson Prentiss, organist at the First Parish Church aiid the" UniversaTfst"irhLrrch.~ 
He was a music teacher and' commodore of the original Arlington Boat Club on Spy Pond. 

• He died on June 9, 1906. His widow, Ellen, is listed at this address in the 1920s. 
The western shore of Spy Pond was the center for seasonal recreation activities in 
the second half of the 19th century. , . , 

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION 

The Prentiss-Payton House,typical of the mid-19th century suburban residences built 
along Pleasant Street, possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association. I t f u l f i l l s Criterion C of the National Register 
of Historic Places. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher) 

"Final Report of the Arlington Historic District Study Committee to the Town of Arlington,' 
March, 1972. 
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NPS Form 10-900-a 
(3-82) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name A r l i n g t o n M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
State Middlesex County. MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

Locke School 

Date/Signature 

'liitered 1B the -T^Jfeeper ^ ^ . ^ ^ ^ ^ - ' ^ ^ ^ - t - ^ ^ j K ^ - ^ - ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ j 

Attest 

32. M i l e s t o n e 
la t ional Ifegister 

Attest 

Prentiss-Payson House Balwrwd in tba 

Attest 

<^eeper ^yAu^^-^-^'-y^y^ ' A^A*^~ 

34. Prentiss, William, House Entsred la the ' / ^ P e ^ / A U ^ ' ^ ' ' - ' ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ 

National Begrister 
Attest 

35. Proctor, William, House Eatered In the 
ItetlDtiftl • • i^ ter 

^^^teeper ,yAAy-<-^y^^2<.i^' 

Attest 

36. Rawson, Warren, Building ra-^rscai^ ISa 

Attest 

37. Rawson, Warren, House 

38. Robindreau, Alfred E. 
House 

39. Robinson House 

40. Robinson-Lewis-G.F., 
Fessenden House 

Entered in the 
Rational lMt«ter 

•^Keeper {yAy-<'--^-^^^y^'*:y<^<^ z/y^" 

Entered in tha 
Hat1onal »e«t«ter 

Ea;<>red i n 
National S w i f t e r 

Entered In the 
Netlonal ll«#lBrter 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

/'iteeper 

Attest 

(̂1̂ Ceeper £ 

Attest 
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WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Prentiss-Payson House (Arlington MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

resubmission 
CZl nomination by person or local government 
EJ owner objection 
im appeal 

y p 1985 

Entered In thm 
National H * « ^ 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. D a t e T ^ . . 
Date Due: Z / Z / s S - / / > d / / - i 
Action: 

RETURN 
REJECT. 

Substantive Review: CU sample request • appeal 

I Agency: 

CU NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 

Accessible 
Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes CJ no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CU summary paragraph 
CU completeness 
CD clarity 
cn alterations/integrity - " • . . . . . . 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph) 

EJ summary paragraph 
CD completeness , . . -
EJ clarity • 
• applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
CD context ^ ' ' 
CD relationship of integrity to significance ' ' • 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title diriB 

13. Other 

CD Maps ,^ ; 
CD Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any Item may be conti'nued on an attached sheet 
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PONO 

Arl ington MRA 

Prentiss-Payson House 
224-226 Pleasant Street 


