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1.

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Saint Thomas Episcopal Church was built in 1846 and is attributed to John
Notman, Architect. Only very minor alterations have taken place over the

"the outward corners of the tower. The roof is gable with slate

Exterior: The exterior walls of the church are of brown New Jersey
ironstone in a random rubble pattern with brownstone trim. The
masonry had originally red mortar pointing, now covered by ordinary
sand-colored mortar. There is a narrow water table. The church is
one story, with a three-story entry tower, and is in the Gothic
Revival style. There are stone buttresses along the sides and at

shingles, with stone copings at either end. There is a small stone
belfry over the crossing. The entry tower is crenelated at its
top. The entry doorway in this tower is a pointed Gothic arch, as
are the glass window above and the bell tower opening above that,
The windows of the nave and sanctuary are also pointed arches.

Interior: The plan is rectangular, one bay wide by three bays long
with a square entry vestibule and polygonal apse chancel extending
to the east. There is a center aisle leading to a raised choir
and altar. The walls are plaster scored in an ashlar pattern above
a dark brown wainscot of beaded boards. The floor is of narrow
oak flooring. The ceiling is plaster with applied pointed wood
arches between transverse wood trusses with king posts. Dark
brown pews have ends with molded polygonal tops, and there is a
rail with pointed Gothic arch motif. The choir stalls have trefoil
decoration. The chancel ceiling is dark brown beaded boards with
stenciled rosettes. The apsidal half arches in the chancel are
gathered at the king post and have a wood drop pendant. The nave
windows are mostly mottled and frosted glass in leaded diamond
panes with stylized colored flowers at their peaks. The two
stained glass windows in the nave are not original.

Site: The church is located on a level site on the southeast cor-
ner of two urban streets. There is a graveyard east and south of
the church, and a parish house east of the graveyard, with the
property extending to the next street. A simple but delicately
detailed lych gate, probably contemporary with the church, leads
into the churchyard from the driveway. .
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This is an excellent and relatively untouched example of a small
rural church in the Gothic Revival style, probably by one of the
foremost American architects of the mid-nineteenth century,

John Notman., It is comparable in its details to other works by
Notman, such as Saint Mary's Hall, Chapel of the Innocents,
Burlington, New Jersey, 1845-47.

(see cont. sheet)




Gorska, Hanka

Planning Commission, 1969, p.204.

Inventory of Historic Sites, Delaware Valley Regional

George washington Doane, Diocese of New Jersey: Episcopal Address to the

Sixty Third Annuas Convention, in Trinity Church, Hewark,

W.J., Lo 27, 1806

by the Right Rev. Geerge Washington Doane, D.D., LL.D., Bishop

of the Diocesp,

Burlington, N.J., 16L8.
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8. Significance (continued)

St. Thomas Episcopal Church is a parish church in a mature revival
style. Phoebe Stanton states in her work, The Gothic Revival and American
Church Architecture, that the church may owe its general form and char-
acter from illustrations appearing in the Dublin Review in London in
1841.

According to Bishop George Washington Doane, who laid the corner-
stone in 1846, the plans for the church were designed by John Notman.
As one of his earliest church designs, it more than likely became a
prototype for later works, including St. Pauls in Trenton, New Jersey.
There is a possibility that in his design of St. Peters in Lafayette
County, Pennsylvania, Notman was influenced by the church in Glassboro.

The chancel at the church was probably added a decade or more after
the church was built. It is an unusually elegant feature unlikely to
be found at the time of the church's original construction.

The church is significant not only because it was designed by John
Notman, but also because, as one of his earliest church projects, it
influenced Notman's later church designs.
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