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OWNERSHIP

[A] Public 
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Public Acquisition: 

[|In Process 

[ | Being Considered

STATUS

I | Occupied 
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| | Preservation work 

in progress
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Yes:

| | Restricted 

|X~| Unrestricted
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Q Park

[^] Private Residence
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CONDITION
| | Excellent

["1 Altered

HI Good I] Fair

(C/iecJc OneJ 

rH Deteriorated
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| | Unaltered

[~"| Ruins |~~| Unexposed

(Check One) 

[ | Moved p^ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Rocky Poin ! . site cons'sts of eight buildings on a terrace of the 
Missouri River overlooking its former channel. In 1965 he Charles 
M. Russell National Wildlife Range renovated one of the buildings to 
preserve the remains of this on^e busy and now historic site. The 
remaining buildings are slowly deteriorating and falling down. The 
remaining buildings include:

1. 2 cabins

2. barn

3. restaurant or hostelry

4. saloon

5. well house

6. stable

7. fedd storage shed

This site was once a "little town" of 75 people and included a saloon, 
restaurant , hotel and other buildings. "- ^
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Rocky Point and the immediate surrounding area played a significan t 
part in the early history of this section of the Missouri River and 
filled an important role in the lives of the early settlers of the 
area. This area also served as an important crossing or ford of the 
river long before any buildings occupied the site. Ca tie rustlers 
and horse thieves often moved their stolen property across the river 
at this local ion driving them north for sale in Canada.

In about 1883 or 1884, Rocky Point grew into an important trading post. 
Later in addition to the trading post, two saloons as well as other 
places of business and a number of cabins for the small number of people 
living here occupied this s'te.

During the early 1880 f s, Rocky Point often served as a rendezvous point: 
for all manner of theives and outlaws, from the lonely horse theif to 
the notorious Kid Currey and his gang. Later during the era of the 
steamboat traffic on the Missouri River, Rocky Point served as a steam:= 
boat landing and during periods of low water, freight was unloaded 
here to be hauled overland along the Carrol1 Trail to Fort Maginnis, 
the mines at Camp Maiden, and on to the: gold fields further west. 
Remnants of the old elegraph line from this area to Fort Lincoln 
in the Dakota territory can also be seen.

Rocky Point remained in existence until about 1910, serving as a 
stopover between the mining towns in the Little Rockies and Kendall 
and later served as a line camp for cattle operators in the area.

With the construction of the faster and more efficient railroad, boat 
traffic on the river came to a close. Later as the mines in the area 
were closed or ceased to produce, Rocky Point was abandoned and succumbed 
to rot and decay. In 1965 the Charles M. Russell National Wildlife 
Range renovated one of the remaining buildlings to preserve the rema ns 
of this once busy and now historic site.

As described above this site and the buildings involved served a variety 
of interests and people———from rustlers and trappers (wolfers) to 
settlers, miners from nearby Zprtman and Landusky and river boat traffic. 
Perhaps the most significant use, however, was the river boat traffic.
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1. "Names on the Face of Montana" by Roberts Carkeek Cheney

2. "History of the Missouri River:' Fort Benton to Fort Peck" 
(no publisher, available at Ft. Peck Corps of Engineers Admin. Office.

3. "Montana: High, Wide, and Handsome" by Joseph Kinsey Howard

4. "Montana Pay Dirt: A Guide to the Mining Camps of -he Treasure State' 
Muriel Sibell Wells,
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
1 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

47 ° 35 ' 48 " 108 ° 25 40 "
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State Liaison Officer recommendation:

State Lituson Officer Signature

In compliance with Executive Order 11593, I hereby 
nominate this property to the National Register, certify­ 
ing that the State Liaison Officer has been allowed 90 
days in which to present the nomination to the State Re- 

>»iew Board and to evaluate its^significance. The recom- 
\piEnded Level of^jSgnimraVice Is Q^ational | | State

.-». .Recfera/ Representative Signature ^-- \ Date

' J Title
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Montanaliiiiii^
I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
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