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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Rocky Poin'. site cons’sts of eight buildings on a terrace of the
{issouri River overlooking its former channel. In 1965 he Charles
M. Russell National Wildlife Range renovated one of the buildings to
preserve the remains of this oné busy and now historic site. The
remaining buildings are slowly deteriorating and falling down. The
rema ‘ning buildings include:

1. 2 cabins

2. barn

3. res:iaurant or hostelry
4, saloon

5. well house

6. stable

7. feéd storage shed

This site was once a "little town" of 75 people and xncluded a saloon,
restaurani, hotel and other buildings. e
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Rocky Point and the immediate surrounding area played a significan t
part in the early history of this section of the Missouri River and
filled an importani role in the lives of the early settlers of the
area. This area also served as an important crossing or ford of the
river long before any buildings occupied the site. Ca.tle rustlers
and horse thieves often moved their stolen property across the river
at this location driving them north for sale in Canada.

In abeout 1883 or 1884, Rocky Point grew into an important trading post.
Later in addition te the trading post, two saloons as well as other
places of business and a number of cabins for the small number of people
living here occupied this s'te.

During the early 1880"s, Rocky Point often served as a rendezvous point
for all manner of theives and outlaws, from the lonely horse theif to
the notorious Kid Currey and his gang. Later during the era of the
steamboat traffic on the Misscuri River, Rocky Point served as a steam=
boat landing and during periods of low water, freight was unloaded

here to be hauled overland alcng the Carroll Trail to Fort Maginnis,
the mines at Camp Maiden, and on to the gold fields further west.
Remnants of the old elegraph line from this area to Fert Lincoln

in 'he Dakota territory can also be seen.

Rocky Peoint remained in eristence uniil about 1910, serving as a
stopover between the mining towns in the Little Rockies and Kendall
ard la'er served as a line camp for cattle operators in the area.

With the construction of the faster and more efficient railroad, boat
traffic on the river came to a close. Later as the mines in the area
were closed or ceased to produce, Rocky Point was abandoned and succumbed
to rot and decay. In 1965 the Charles M. Russell National Wildlife

Range renovated one of the remaining buildlings to preserve the rema ns
cf this once busy and now historic site.

As described above this site and the buildings involved served a variety
of interests and people----- from rustlers and trappers (wolfers) to
settlers, miners from nearby Zortman and Landusky and river boat traffic.
Perhaps the most significant use, however, was the river boat traffic.
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"Mon!ana Pay Dirt: A Guide to the Mining Camps of :‘he Treasuge State!

by Roberts Carkeek Cheney
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