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The Steele-Fowler House in Huntsville is an interesting Greek
Revival style home designed by the noted architect George Steele for
his own use. The stone and stucco structure is built on three levels
although from the front it appears to be a two story building with
a basement. The front is well porportioned with stone exterior walls
at the basement level and stucco over brick used above this level.
There is a one story portico across the middle of the building outside
the entrance. The flat roof of the portico is supported by two square
doric colums at the cormer and two round fluted Doric columns in the
middle. There are two square pilasters at the back of the portico
behind the square columns. The entablature above the Doric capitals
is the only highly decorated part of the rather severe front. Above
the plain architrave is a triglyph decorated frieze with guttae below
and mutules above on the othewise plain cornice. The front doorway
and the two front windows on the first floor’'all have the same treatment
with square pilasters surmounted by Doric Capitals and plain entablatures
and cornices. The front doors are double and have these panels inserted.
The upper floor has three windows with plain stone sills and simple
wood lintels. Plain two story pilasters with Doric capitals are used
on both front corners. The structure has a metal sheet hipped roof.

The other sides of the structure utilize Greek Revival influences
but George Steele made no attempt to retain classical porportions on
any facade except the front. The east side is three stories in height.
There is a two story uncentered portico with four square Doric columns.
At the basement level there is a double door glass paneled entrance
to the banquet facilities. Above the doors are a glass transom and
wood lintel. On the main floor level there was a double door entrance
to a cross hall from the porch. This porch has been enclosed. On the
west side and rear of the house there was an entrance loggia that was
built at the ground level. The flat roof at the first floor ceiling
level was supported by seven square columns. At the first floor level
there was a balcony with a wood balustrade. On either side of the balcony
were steps down to the loggia. From the balcony there was a window
to the ballroom and a glass paneled double door leading to the rear
stair hall. The loggia has been enclosed to make a stucco covered addition
to the rear. Except for the two enclosures mentioned the house has
remained largely as George Steele built it.

The principal entrance to the ground floor was from the east side
portico. To the right of the entrance hall was a reception room and
to the left was a banquet hall with a kitchen beyond it. At this level
there were two servant's rooms and a store room. There was also an
entrance under the balcony to the entrance loggia. On the main floor
there is a ball room to the right of the entrance hall off the front
portico. On the left side and up a half story are the family living
room, dining room, and kitchen. On the second floor are four bedrooms.
Except for the ceiling plaster work in the ballroom the interior is
not ornate. The original "carpenter' brand locks are still in place
and the glass is probably mostly original.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Steele-Fowler House is primarily significant for its architecture.
George Steele was one. of the more. outstanding architects in the anti-
bellum South. Several of his structures still survive in Huntsville
including the old State of Alabama Branch Bank building built between
1835 and 1837 and which still stands on the Courthouse square. He also
designed the Madison County Courthouse which was completed in 1840 and
which was used until it was razed in 1914. This structure was modeled
after the Parthenon in Athens and was considered to be one of the finest
public buildings in the South by some architectural experts. Among
the homes that he designed that still stand in Huntsville are the Leroy
Pope home built in 1834 on Echol's Hill, the Clay home built in 1830
which originally was a boarding home for the Huntsville Female Seminary,
and the Cabaniss-Roberts Home built in 1838.

.., The Steele home was built in 1840 on a wooded site near what was
then the outskirts of Huntsville. George Steele who also operated a
brick kiln and a cotton factory in Huntsville lived ip the house until
his death in 1857. His family continued to live in the house until
1883 when it was sold to George W. Lane.

At the present time the structure is owned by the East Huntsville
Baptist Church who use it as a church school building. They are considering
demolishing it to make way for a new building.
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