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The Edward Pugh House is a one and a half story structure constructed of stuccoed adobe
made nearby. The house is patterned on a smaller scale, after the Beehive House con-
structed for Brigham Young between 1852 and 1854, The original structure was a two-over—
two, I-form house, 16 feet x 40 feet with two rooms downstairs and two rooms upstairs.

A rear addition consisting of a kitchen, bathroom and bedroom was made in 1928. The
addition is not visible from the front and was done to harmonize both in design and
materials with the original section.

The house has a full basement, the walls of which also serve as the foundation. The
walls are rubble with lye mortar. The main windows are located on the ground floor.
They are flat with moulded trim and have log sills. They are entirely of wood. The
main windows are double hung. The second story (half story) windows are two sash win-
dows with no mullion. The present porch was added during the 1920's, possibly when

the rear addition was made in 1928. The house has a center door on the main facade. It
is flat with continuous trim and has a shelf or entablature. The door is of architrave
type, plain with imbrasure. The transom is divided into seven lights and the side
lights are divided vertically in thirds.

The roof is a medium gable. The original wood shingles have been replaced with as-
bestos shingles. The roof is trimmed with frieze, raking boxed cornice and return.
Chimneys are located at the west and east ends.

Also located at the north end of the property is a wood frame barn constructed in the
1890's by Enoch Pugh. The barn is one of the few remaining agricultural buildings
from this period in. an. area which is quickly becoming urbanized. Just north of the
house is a small cottage, built in 1950 by Willard Pugh for his famm workers. It is
currently rented as.an apartment. - A ,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Edward Pugh House is significant as one of the earliest remaining pioneer houses

constructed in the Salt Lake Valley.

Brigham Young's Beehive House, completed in 1854.
Pugh House is also constructed of stuccoed adobe. The lives of Edward Pugh and his
two wives, Mary and Elizabeth, which are inseparably associated with the house, offers
an interesting and informative glance into some of the social problems as Mormonism
developed on the American frontier.

Architecturally, the house is patterned after
Like the Beehive House, the Edward

HISTORY

Edward Pugh was born in Stratford, Herefordshire, England, August 28, 1824.

He learned

from his father, Edward Pugh, Sr., farming and masonry, two trades that served him well
after he arrived in Utah in 1853

In June 1842, Edward and his older sister, Mary, joined the Mormon church much to the
disappointment of their parents who instructed them not to return home until they gave

up this new religion.

However, the conversion of Edward and Mary was unshakable and

they both worked for one year to raise money to sail to the United States in 1843.
Edward followed a year later and joined the main body of the Mormons in Illinois.

Following the exodus from Illinois, Edward Pugh was sent to Kanesville, Iowa where on

July 24, 1847, he married Mary Ann Rock Williams Pugh.

According to family sources

the marriage was one of convenience and had been consumated at the suggestion of Brigham

Young.

Mary Ann was a widow with three children and one on the way.
years older than Edward but was also from near Edward's home in Herefordshire, England.

She was twelve

1

Edward remained in Iowa until 1853 when they journeyed to Utah in the Henry Ettleman

Company, arriving on October 1, 1853.
where his sister Mary and her husband had already settled.

Edward was directed to south Salt Lake Valley
He acquired a rectangular

plot of ground for a farm which stretched west fraom present day 13th East Street to

17th East Street and south from 4000 South Street to 4700 South Street.

A log cabin

was constructed adjacent to the present house near the southwest corner of the property
at 13th East St. and 4500 South St.

On April 19, 1861, Edward left for England where he served as a missionary until
April 23, 1862 when he began the return journey to Utah. While returning to Utah, he
visited Chicago and purchased a threshing machine and a span of black mares which
were used to pull the machine to Utah. The machine was reported to be the first

threshing machine brought to Utsh and Edward was kept busy threshing wheat for fammers
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in Salt Lake, Utah and Tooele valleys. In December 1852, construction on the present
house was begun and completed in 1863. The new house was evidence not only of Edward

Pugh's skill as a mason, but also the degree of prosperity he had achieved through his
dairy farm and threshing activities.

Another sign of Edward Pugh's success in Utah was his decision to take a second wife.
On May 5, 1866, he married seventeen year old Elizabeth Kelley, who he had first met
four years earlier as he journeyed with the Kelley family from England back to Utah.

An apartment was prepared for Elizabeth in the log cabin located to the rear of the
Stuccoed adobe house occupied by Mary. The triangle relationship soon led to conflict
as Mary resented the beautiful, young Elizabeth, thirty-seven years her junior. The
Strong-willed Elizabeth resented the apparent attempts at domination by the older first
wife; and Edward, disappointed that his relationship with Mary had produced no children
of his own and which if it had, according to Mormon Theology, would be the eternal
offspring of Mary and her first husband, was concerned with the fulfillment of a pro-
mise by John Smith, brother of tha prophet Jeseph Smith, that Edward's descendants
would"number into the thousands."

Edward and Elizabeth's first child, a boy, which they named Edward Kelley Pugh, was
born April 18, 1868. In the fall of 1868, Edward Pugh was called to help establish
Settlements in the southern part of the state. Preparations were made and in November
1870, Edward and Elizabeth with their two children, began the journey to the newly
founded settlement of Kanab, 300 miles south of Salt Lake City. Mary, who was near
fifty-eight, chose to remain at the Salt Lake hame where she died in 1895.

Edward Pugh played an important role in the history of Kanab. As a mason, he helped
construct many of the buildings in the community and as an experienced farmer, he was
lmportant in the economic development of the region including Kanab's United Order.
Edward died in Kanab on September 14, 1900. The ten children born to Edward and
Elizabeth and his descendants are now numbering close to the thousands promised by
John Smith in 1844.

In May, 1872, a year and a half after Edward Pugh moved to Kanab, Enoch Pugh, the son
born shortly after the marriage of Edward and Mary in Kanesville, Iowa, married
Harriet Hughes and moved into the 1862 house where he continued to operate the farm
and take care of his mother.

Enoch had worked closely with his father since childhood and following the death of
Mary in 1895, acqguired full title to the dairy. He died May 20, 1920 at which time
his two sons, Bryon and Willard took over the operation of the farm. Willard lived
in the house and cared for his mother, Harriet, until her death in 1935. Five years

later, in 1940, Willard married Merle Irene Jackson Pugh, the present owner of the
house. Willard Pugh died in 1965.
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