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1. Name of Property
historic name Grove Street School

other names/site number.

2. Location

street & number 23 Grove Street N/S not for publication
city ortown Spencer N M vicinity

state  Ma«;sachiisett's code MA county Worcester code 027 Zpaode niSG2

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this-*Tnomination
D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
eji*ric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements setforth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
"meets D does not meetthe National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant
nationally D statewide L™locally. (D See continuation sheet for additional convnents.)

me of certifying officialH-ite  j~jith 3 H_’Lweenoul""" E -ecutfive Director

assachnsetts Historical Commissinn, State Hi'*tnrir Pre'“ervati on Officer
State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

lal Park Service Certification
| herebycertify that the property is: gnature o~th” keeperJ Date of Action

entered in the National Register.
» See continuation sheet.

n determined eligible for the Ent er ed\ ) inthe

National Register Na'[i 0na| Regi ster
e See continuation sheet.

determined noteligible for the
National Register.

removed from the National
Register.

n other, (explain:)



Grove Street School
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only xMe box) s-.U

+ private [5 building(s)

B public-local e district

e public-State - dte

e public-Federal e structure
« object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

Education/School

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Late Victorian/Eclectic

Narrative Description

Worcester, Massachusetts
Cnlj—ty ad Sae

Number of Resources within Property
(Do notinclude previously listed resources inthe count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 1 buildings
sites
structures
objects
Totd

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)
Education/School

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Granjtp
wdls Brick/Granite

roof  Asphalt

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

Q A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

- B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of atype, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

« D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

« A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

« B removed from its original location.

e C a hirthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

« E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

+ F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography

Worcester. Massachusetts
Couty and Sate

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Education

rrtTTnniinity Plannin”r Development

Architecture

Period of Significance
1876 - 1946

Significant Dates
1876. 1885

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion 8 is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
1876 - Frank Moses, buil der

j"@u g Fuller &Delano, Architects

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

e preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

e previously listed in the National Register

e previously determined eligible by the National
Register

« designated a National Historic Landmark

« recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

« recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

B State Historic Preservation Office
e Other State agency
« Federal agency
e Local government
e University
e Other
Name of repository:

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion



Grove Street School Worcester, Massachusetts
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 20,647 sq.ft.

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)
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* See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle. Sgsan M:Dani el Ceccacci, Architectural Historian with Betsy Friedberg, National
Regi ster Director

organi zation Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion date May 1996
street & number 220 Morrissey B oulevard telephone  (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state JM"A zip code "~125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Town of Spencer
street & number. telephone

city or town state zZip code.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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7. DESCRIPTION

Grove Stregt Schoal is located on atreellined dregt in aresdentia neighborhood of mostly late 19th
century, two-and-a-haf-story, gable-front woodframe houses It sits on a 20,647 squeare foot ot on the
west dde of Grove Street. S dose to the drest, it hes only a andl schoolyard in front. The main
play areais & the rear of the building and on the south sde. An areawith playground equipment
occupies a pat of the property a the south end of the building where the ground fallsoff. At alower
ground level than other ddes of the building, this area is sgparated from the front and rear schoolyards
by fieldstone retaining walls, probably dating from the early 20th century. The areaimmediately
around the school building, front, rear, and ddes ispaved. A chain link fence endosesthe property

on the front and sdes of the lot. A high, rocky ledge, wooded on top, endosesthe schoolyard & the
reer.

This brick schodl istwo-and-ahaf gories high in the front and three sories high in the rear, where
the ground fallsoff. It rests on a granite foundation and hes rockface granite trim and decorative
brickwork. It is built on an asymmetricd T-plan with a gable roof The geble ends of both the main
body of the building and the central facade pavilion are treated with jerkinhead gables and bargeboards
supported on heavy bracketls At the corners of the main body of the building are pilaster-like pands
of brick with no capitals. Above them is abrick friezetha trims the eaves on the long Sdes of the
building. It is continued around the gable ends of the building where decorative brick step-corbeling
appears below the frieze. Entrances are inthe eedt (front) and west (rear) sdesof the building.

Fenedration gppears symmetrica when ssan from the eest or west dong the dreet. |t is, however,
dightly asymmetricd when ssen heed-on. The section south of the central facade pavilion is longer
then the section north of it. Window openings are rectangular with 2/2 saeh. Windows on the ground
floor have ample rockface granite lintel cgos At the ssoond floor on the front are window cgps of a
rockface granite lintel resting on corbeled brick labds. Upper windows on the rear and side facades
have labded rockface granite cgps. The only nontrectangular window is a large, multipaned,
round-arched window a the center of the sscond leve of the centra facade pavilion.

Interior end chimneys are expressed as low-relief pands of brickwork on the exterior wall of eech of
the gable ends of the main body of the building. Beginning just above the upper leve of the ground
floor, this pand extendsto the roofline. Above the roofline, the chimneys are dightly flared a the
top. A laer interior chimney, rectangular in section, rises from the central section of the roof a the
rear of the building.

A magjor feature of the design of the building is the projecting centrd facade pavilion — thefocal
point of the main facade. It is placed off center, dightly to the right of center. Because the front of
the building is difficult to view head-on, this asymmetry is hardly noticesble. Sat dose to the sret,
the front of the schoal isdmost dways sen a an angle, either from the south or from the north. At
an angle the two ends of the facade are not viewed together, <0 the difference in their length cannot be

(continued)
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easily compared.

The pavilion is ornamented with decorative brick pands and is trimmed with granite plagues inscribed
with the dates 1876 and 1883. A large round-arched, multipaned window is positioned above these
pands. The entrances to the building on the main facade are reeched through two entry porches a
either dde of the centrd pavilion. Originally open, with square-section wood pogs and porch friezes
of repeated square-section baugers, the porches are now (reversibly) endaosed with wood siding. The
origina dae roof was damaged by the 1938 hurricane. The present roofing gppears to be agphdlt
shingle. The only outbuilding on the property isa smadl, late-20th-century, wooden sorage shed that
dts immediately north of the northern entrance porch a the front ofthe building.

Origina Appearance

This building was first built as a one-and-a-hdf-gstory structure in 1876. Only one photograph
showing the building as originaly built hes been found. It shows the front and the south sde only. A
reer and south sde view of the schoal can be ssen on the 1877 bird's eye view mgp of Spencer.
Although neither gives afiill view, it is possble to tell the building's generd gopearance and certain
details from these images  The long section of the present building and its ground story windows
bdong to the origina structure. A bardly detectable change in the coloration of the brick can be sean
just above the leve of the tops of the first floor windows. This gopearsto be the ssam between the
origina gructure and the addition.

At the center of the main facade was a centra entrance pavilion. An early photograph shows it to
have been only one-and-a-hdf sories high and possibly not quite as degp. At its center was abroad,
sgmented-arched  entrance, trimmed with brick and contrasting granite blocks, voussoirs, and
keystone. It dso seams to have had brick pilagters a itsfront corners. On the roof ofthe pavilion

was a small, low, pesak-roofed spire that was sheethed in decorative date and trimmed a the top with
ornamenta iron cresting.

Despite differences between the presant pavilion and the originad one, physica evidence suggests that
the lower portion of the presant pavilion may date from the original construction. For example, inthe
approximate position of the original center entrance, cracks in the interior plaster curve in the form of
a sgmented arch.  This evidence miakes it ssam possible that the former centra entrance and its
flanking pilasters were merdly bricked over as part of the remodeling ofthe building. The present
entrance into the north side of the pavilion hes a ssgmented arched top, as did the origina  center-
facade entrance.  Its form suggeststhat it may be origina to the earlier structure, while the
rectangular-headed south entrance may not be.

A ssoond entrance to the building occupied the center of the reer wall. That entrance still exigts
unchanged. It is narrow and istrimmed identicaly to the windows that flank it. There was no
projecting pavilion for the reer entrance as there wes for the front.

(continued)
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Ornamentd details usad on the origina building included corner pilagters, friezes a the eaves gep
corbelling, and jerkinhead gables. These same details were repested in comparable locations on the
addition of the upper story in 1883. It gopears that the bargeboards ssen on the building today were
d0 an dament of the original design. Origina chimneys were similar to the presant ones and were
located in the same position as the presant ones, a either end of the building. The tops of the origina
chimneys were somewhat more flared a the top, and were more typically Victorian Gothic in their
shape, than are the presant chimneys.

The grounds of the building as semn inthe only existing photograph of the building in itsorigind date
were unadorned by trees or plantings. A retaining wall occupied the position of the present retaining
wall a the front of the building on the south side. Other details of landscagping are uncleer, with the

exception of the presence of a white picket fence dong the property line on the south sde of the
grounds.

1883 Addition

A two-room, second-gtory addition was mede to the school in 1883, Although the changes mede to
the building a thistime preserved many features of the origina design, they gave the school amore
up-to-date gppeerance. The origina proportions and trestment of the 1876 building were combination
Grek Reviva/Victorian Gothic features. The pilagters and frieze are of Grek Reviva ingpiration
while the jerkinhead gables, the sep corbelling, and labded window caps are assodiated with the
Victorian Gothic style. The addition in 1883 of the ssoond story and the use of the centrd,
round-arched, multipaned window and the pair of entry porches gave the building grester gopeaerance
of mass a more strongly Quean Anne style feeling, and a dose similarity to the entirely new Fleasant
Street School (NR pending) built in Spencer that sameyear.  Another room was added to the Grove
Street School in 18386, apparently using existing goace within the building, since no exterior dterations
were made. Thisroom may have been cregted from gpece inthe above-grade basameant.

The main entrance to the Grove Srest Schodl is through porches on the ddes of the centra pavilion.
Entrances from these porches enter into a stairhall that contains a Single Sarcase that leedsto the
upper floor. The dairs rise from the south sde of the stairhal. A landing follows the north wall of
the gtairhall. The fina flight upward to the sscond floor follows the west wall of the stairhall. There
are two school rooms on eech floor, occupying the main body of the building. Between them on both
levels is a narrow room, now usad as an office on the ground floor and as a library on the sscond
floor. This single goece on eech floor gopears originadly to have bemn subdivided into two soeces for
cloak rooms, one for eech of the adjoining rooms. Behind the former cloak rooms is a smdler room
a the rear of the building. A door leedsfrom each dassoom and from the former doak rooms to this
room. Atthe ground floor it is an entrance hal asociated with the reer door. On the second levd, it
F|rves & a single supply dosat for the teechers of both rooms.

(continued)
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The building interior is Ssmple, with little ornament. Door frames are wide with heavy moulding.
Tongue and groove wainscotting is usad throughout. The gaircase railing is mede of tongue and
groove panding. The heavy newd pog is of asmple design with incised ornament and apyramida
top. All interior woodwork, which, presumably, was originaly finished as naturd wood, is now
painted.

Archaeologica Description

While no prehigtoric dtesare currently recorded on the school property, it is possble that dtes are
present. Two prehistoric stes have bean recorded in the generd  area (within one mile). Most
locationa characterigtics for the property, particularly its dose proximity (within 1000 feet) to wetland
resources ae dso favorable for prehigtoric ste locations. In generd, however, the potentia for
significant archaeologicd survivas either prehigtoric or higtoric is low because of the smdll lot Sze
(lessthan one-haf acre) and impacts from school congtruction and grading. While the school was
congructed in 1876, the 1870 Atlas shows this entire area as undeve oped.

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Having served as a public school for over one hundred years, the Grove Strest Schodl is historically
significant for the important part it hes played for generations in the lives of the familiesof this
neighborhood. This building is dso significant for its integrd role in the origina development ofthe
Grove Stregt section of Soenoe inthe mid-1 870's.  An intact survivor of the era before the advent of
the fully graded dementary school system, it is a striking example of the progress of school reform
during the 19th century. Its original two-room Sze and its 1883 expandon to contain four dassrooms
ae physica evidence of two different dagesin the evolution of Spencer's schoals toward the graded
sysem. Seen in the context of the town's burgeoning school population during the late 19th century,
this addition of rooms to the school dso reflects the dressesthat the sucocessof the Industrial
Revolution had on Spenoar and on cities and towns throughout the Commonwedalth during that period.

The Grove Streat Schodl is awdl-preserved example of late-19th century school architecture. [t
posesesintegrity of location, design, setting, materids, workmanship, feeling, and association.
Architecturally, its design gppearsto reflect the influencethat architectural pattern books hed on
American building during the 19th century. Incorporating two sages of congtruction, it reflects both
the changing taste and changing educationd requirements ofthe late 19th century. The school
building is dso important for its dose reationship in plan and architectura featuresto the town's
other schoal buildings of the same period and eexlier. The Grove Street Schodl is among the earliest
examples of brick architecture in Spencer's town center.

(continued)
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Public Education in Massachusetts

Education was a priority very early inthe history of Massachusetts. Here the church and the gate
were originally one. So, the Puritan-Calvinigtic belief that all should be adle to reed the Bible was
eadly converted into an education law. In 1642, the Massachusettscolonid legidature mede alaw
that ordered that all children be taught to reed. Thiswas the first timethat a legidative body inan
English-speaking country required that all children under itsjurisdiction be taught to read.

A few years later, in 1647, another law was enacted to assurethe education of Massachusatts children.
The 1647 law provided for both dementary and secondary education in the colony's larger towns.
This law required that every town of 50 houssholders or more hire a teecher of reading and writing
and provide for hiswages That same law dso required that every town of 100 or more householders
mug provide a Latin grammar schoal to prepare youths for university. A pendty of five pounds wes
levied on those towns which failed to do so. The foundation upon which American public school
sygemswere later based wias derived from these education laws of 1642 and 1647 together with the
taxation laws of 1634 and 1638, which provided for equdized and compulsory taxation by townsto

support their endeavors. It was within this context that Spencer's first public schools were established
shortly after the formation of the town.

Early Public Schodls in Spencer and the Egtablishment of School Didtricts

The town of Spencar was established in 1753, The first provision for schooling here was not mede
until 1755, when sixteen pounds were raised for that purpose. During the late 17th century and later,
more and more settlement occurred awvay from the centers of Massachusettstowns.  Severd smadll
sub-communities grew up within the boundaries of a single town, often severd miles digant from the
town center.  This outward sattlement begen a decentrdization of control over certain public sarvices.
The responsibility for the care of roads, the militia, and the schools in the area were given over to the
inhabitants of the locality rather than to the town as awhole. The district sysem of taxation provided
funds for these improvements and services. By the late 18th century, school districts hed been
egtablished in many Massachusetts towns, eech raising their own fundsand hiring teachers on their
own.

In 1766, Spencer was divided into six schoal digtricts or "squadrons’. At that time, all ofthe town's
schools were hdd in private homes  Spencer's first schodl building was built in 1767. Two more
schoal buildings hed bean completed in Soencer by 1768. In 1786 the number of schoal districts in
town was increesed to ten. An deventh district was added in 1849. By 1865 there were fifteen
schoals in the town's deven districts.

Digtrict schools hed the advantage of being nearby the hames of the children who usad them and of
being governed by the families of each individua neighborhood. Each school drew its pupils from its

(continued)
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immediate neighborhood. The establishment of district schools discouraged the creation of distinct
primary schools and grammar schools drawn from the town as awhole, as had been the case before.
Ore disadvantage of this sygem was that, because of the smdl number of students in eech didtrict, it
encouraged the perdstence of one-room schools, incorporating dementary and sscondary education for
all ages under the care of a single teecher in a single room. Another disadvantage wes that funds
provided for each district were determined by the relative wedth of the neighborhood. Thus,
wedlthier digtricts could build more expendve schoadl buildings and pay their teechers better than could
poorer digtricts. For example, the 1866-1867 Spencer School Report noted that despite overcrowding
in wedthy Digtrict # 3, its school rooms far surpessed al others intown. The district school system
of education prevailed in Massachusetts nearly to the end of the 19th century. Although calls for the
abandonment  of this sysem began as early as the 1820's, it endured another sixty years in many parts
of Massachusetts, and much longer in many other Sates

Soenoar schools were known by their district numbers. Grove Street School was originally known as
School # 12. Only deven schoadl districts ever exiged in Spencer, but schools built during the era of
the schoal digtrict sysem were dso given numbers.  Schools numbered 12 through 15 did not
correspond to a schoaol district number.  These numbeas were merdly for identification. After the
demise of the schoal district sysem, gpparently inthe 1880's, Spancer schools became known by
names, rather than numbers,

Further research is necessary to determine how non-digtrict schools, such as Grove Street, were
supported and managed during the period of digtrict schools. Also unknown is precisdy how student
bodies were determined for non-digtrict schodls in the town center and whether there was any
difference in their curricula and those of the outlying district schools.

Massachusatts Schools and the Effects of the Industrial Revolution

The Industrial Revolution transformed Massachusattsduring the 19th century from a largdly rura and
agricultura gateto an increasingly urban and industria state. With these changes, the neads and

requirements of public education changed ds0. The technologica agpects of industry demanded a
more educated populace.

As early as the 1820's, there were damands for improvement in education.  The Massachusetts
legidature took action to improve the level of education in the Commonwedth by increesing the
supervision of its schools. To help unify the divergencies of the severd schoal districts within
individual Massachusetts towns, a law was established in 1826 which required each town to appoint a
school commiittee.  Its purpose was to supervise the town's schoadl districts, sdect school books, and to
examine and to give cetificates to the teechers that were employed. In 1834 a gate schoal fund was
aegted as a boogt for public education. To receve money from this fund, towns were required to
levy a school tax of $1.00 per school-age child. They were a0 required to meke statistical reports,

(continued)
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which would alow the gateto track its educationa efforts. In 1837 a State Board of Education was
edablished to investigate the conditions of the schodls in the gate, report the facts uncovered, expose
defects, and make recommendations for action to the legidature. The broad success and influence of
this board was due to its first Searetary, Mr. Horace Mann (1796-1859), who, through his
thoroughness and ability, became the acknowledged leader in school organization and reform in the
United States. As a result of the education reform movement led by Mann and others, improvements
in curriculum, teecher training, grading of schools, and the congtruction of improved school buildings
occurred. By the mid 19th century, effortsat educationd reform hed grown strong in the United

Saes. The reaults of these reforms were particularly notable during the second and third quarters of
the 19th century in Massachusetts.

The cdl for educationd reform was sparked by the growth of manufacturing, the increasein
population, socid changes in the cities, and philanthropic and reform movements. During
mid-century, hundreds of new school buildingswere built acrossthe gate in an atempt to offer the
best physica and aesthetic conditions for teaching and learning.

A mgor complaint from school reformers was the poor performance of the digtrict school. By the end
of the 19th century the schoal reform movement hed finally been successful inthe elimination ofthe
district school system, the gradud adoption of graded schoals, the provision of a variety of levds of
education (especidly the establishment of high schools), the lengthening of the schoal year, and the
provision for better teacher preparation.

Soencer, like many other towns throughout the state, built modem schools during mid-century to mest
the new glandards for schoal buildings. However, the town was dow to eiminate the district sysem
and dow to adopt graded schools Massachusetts abandoned  the district system in 1882, It gopears
that it was not until that date that Spencer followed suit. No information hes bean found regarding
Spencer's change from the digtrict system.

From the end of the Civil War through the end of the 19th century, Massachusetts schools were jolted
by the effects of the Indugtrid Revolution and by the resulting waves of workers, both native and
foreign, that were flooding into the gates industria towns and cities. During this period, atempts
were meade to make the quality and leve of public education better fit the more demanding nesds of
an evermore technological society. Y et, these improvements in content and teaching methods were
nearly overwhemed by the continual and rapid increese in the school population between about 1870
and 1900 in Massachusetts. School boards hed to focus their attention yearly on how to handle the
flood of new students and physicaly where to put themall.

Anaother major problem of this era was the assimilation of foreign immigrants into the school system.
Public education hed to ded with the socid upheavd of society in gengd and with the integration of
children of foreign cultures and foreign languages into American life. The congtruction and expanson
of the Grove Street School took place under these circumatances.  Even though Spencer was not a

(continued)
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major city, its industrial suoccess during this period brought with it many of the same problems that
were typica of more urban places in Massachusetts.

All during the late 19th century, Spencar schools were continually suffering from overcrowding that
resulted from increasing population growth in response to industrial prosperity in the town. Spencer
was not done in this difficulty. Between 1870 and 1915 no city in Massachusattswas able to
properly accommodate al of its school age population. Classooms of over sixty pupils were common
in Spencer during the late 19th century.

New schools for Spencer were built and enlarged in continuation during the 1870's and 1880's,
particularly. The Grove Strest School was originally congructed in 1876. Maple Strest School,
begun in 1879, was opened in 1880. Only afew years later, in 1883, the new Grove Street School
was doubled in sze by the addition of a ssoond floor. Intha sameyear, a larger new school was
built to replace the existing school on Pleesant Street.  In 1886, a new room was opened in the Grove
Strest Schoal to receive the Intermediate department fonnerly housad a the overcrowded Maple Street
School. Between early 1884 and late 1886 the town's total number of school rooms expanded from
twenty-three to thirty-two. The number of teachers grew from twenty-eight to thirty-five. The Earley
Streat School was built in 1887. The next year a new larger high schoal building wes dso built.
Overcrowding of the town's schoals diminished by the turn of the 20th century, & aresult of a
decreese in population after 1890. However, the Grove Strest School continued to be crowded
because the neighborhood around it wes still growing.

Graded Schools

During the late 18th and early 19th centuries, even in larger towns and cities in Massachusattsand in
the United Sates in generd, schools were mostly ungraded.  Of course, there were often separate
primary and grammar school levels. Y, within thesetwo levels were an array of pupils of different
ages and abilities. Aslate as 1840 in New England, some grammar schools were planned to sset 200
dudents in a single room under the tutdage of ateam of sevad teechers.

Gradudly effortswere mede to subdivide the primary and grammar school levels according to age
group. In 1847 abuilding for the first fully graded schoadl in the United States was built in Quincy,
Massachusetts It wiss revolutionary because it contained not only twelve separate but smdler
dassrooms but dso separate desks and chairs for eech sudent.  In the cities of the Commonwedth, the
graded sysgem was adopted more quickly than in its smdler municipaities. Mog towns and cities
moved into the graded sysem gradudly. This often occurred incrementaly, as the congtruction of
new buildings or additions or dteraions to existing buildings alowed there to be sgparate dasrooms
for separate grades.

By 1860 in the nearby city of Worcester, city public schools were well on the way toward the modern

(continued)
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graded system. Its schools were divided into Subprimary, Primary, Intermediate-Primary, Secondary,
Grammar, and High Schoal. Although Soencer had a public high school es early as 1856, it was
dower to provide a modern style graded system for the lower grades. Schools in outlying rurd aress
of Spencer, not located in the town center, may have continued a one- or two-room schools well on
to the end of the century or longer. Schoals in the town center ware mostly divided between primary
and grammar schools only. The primary school dass probably included the equivaent of grades one
through three, and the grammar school dass- grades four through eight.

The West Main Street Schoal, built in 1867, may have been the first to begin the effort & graded
dassssin Spencer. At the time of its opening, it housed "four schools'. These schools were probably
"first primary", "sscond primary", "intermediate’, and "gramma” ~ or eight grades divided among
four rooms. The Grove Strest School, despite its later date of construction, was built to contain only
two rooms — one for a primary school and one for a grammar school. After the enlargement of the
building in 1883, it housad three grede leves in its four rooms ~ primary, intermediate, and
grammer.

By 1883, goparently depending on rooms available in the individual school buildings and depending
on the schoal population in the neighborhood, the dasses in the schodls in the town center were
becoming subdivided in an effort to move toward a modem graded sysgem. At an unidentified date,
probably about 1890, Spencer converted to a graded system. The 1892-1893 School Report indicates
that by that date schodls in the town center were graded, a least in name. Grove Street School
contained grades one through four in its four rooms. Early Strest Schod hed grades one through three
and grade five. Maple Strest School housad grades ane through three and grade five. Maple Strest
Annex housad grades one, two, four, and five. Main Strest and Fleesant Street Schools housed grades
one through eight. It gopeers however, by the method of listing of the grades in the report, that in
ome cassstwo grades were kept inthe samedassroom. At Main Strest Schoal, the higher grades,
gradesV and VI and grades VIl and VII, which presumably hed fewer students, gopeer to have kept
two gradesto aclassoom. At Hessat Stredt this was certainly the cagefor all grades snce there
were only four rooms to house its éight grades Grades | and |1 were listed together. So were grades
Il and IV, gradesV ad VI, and grades VIl and VIII. This ssamsto be evidence of an attempt to
conform with the graded sysem despite a lack of enough individual dassrooms.

The Devdopment of Spencer and of the Grove Strest Neighborhood

During the early 19th century. Spencer was still avery smal community. At this time, settlement in
the town center wes still relatively scattered. 1t was limited dmogst exclusively to two separate duders
on Main Street. One clugter, known as "upper village" hed formed around the Congregationa
medtinghouse.  The other clugter, known as "lower village', centered around three taverns neer the
intersection of Main and Feasant Streets. In 1840 the population numbered only 1725,

(continued)
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After the opening of the Western Railroad through South Spencer in 1839, the town's existing smdll
industries began to grow. Its indudtries progpered and its population increesad as the town became
pat ofthe country's expanding railroad network during the antebelum period. However, boom time
for Spencer came after the Civil War, as it did for towns and cities throughout New England. With
the prosperity of the boot and shoe wire, and textile industries in Spencer, the town's population grew
quickly - from 3,953 in 1870 to 8,747 in 1890. Between 1875 and 1880 done, its population
increesed by 2,000. Foreign immigrants, especidly Irish and French Canadians, mede up the majority
of the population increese.

During this period a dense commercid-industria district grew up neer the intersection of Main ad
Fessant Strets. The town's residentia neighborhoods hed first expanded beyond Main Street during
the first burst of indudtrial prosperity inthe 1850s High Strest, Fleesart Street, and Lake Street were
first built up with housesduring that time. At the sametime, working dass neighborhoods south of
Main Street and west of Maple Street were being developed.  During this same period, the homes of
mill owners and entrepreneurs filled in the section of Main Street between the "upper village" and the
"lower village'.

It was not until the 1870's that numerous dde dreets were opened of f of Main Stret eesward of
Maple Street.  This residentia development occurred in previoudy undeveoped aress both north and
south of Main Street. It wiss a this time that Grove Street and the entire neighborhood  between
Fessat and Lake Strests grew up. The 1870 atlas shows this entire area as still completdy
untouched. The alas does not give an owner for this land. 1t may have been .1 W. Prouty, since land
for Grove Street Schoal was purchased from him. Prouty was a principd in the Prouty Boot Shop
neerby on Main Street.  Presant research hes not shown how the devdlopment of this area occurred
and whether or not a single person or group was respongible for it. In ay case devdopment begen
ometime between 1870 and 1876. Grove Strest and sevard other adjoining streets were first opened
up during that period.

Grove Street School, congtmcted in 1876 & a cogt of $4,600, ssamsto have been built
contemporaneoudy with the devdopment of the neighborhood. A photograph of Grove Street,
probably taken shortly after 1876, shows the school, soldier-like rows of newly congructed
two-and-a-hdf-gory houses, and a few vacat lots. In the photograph, the newness of the housesis
evident — not only intheir dean gopearance but dso in the barrenness of the landscape. Thefew
trees in the picture are obvioudy newly planted and little shrubbery isssen a all. The same gatus of
devdopment is confirmed by the 1877 bird's eye view map. That mgp shows that not only Grove
Stret but ds0 adjoining Pope, Sar, and Brown dreds were dready in exigence and that numerous
houses hed bean built by that time.

During the 1870's, Spencer's resdentia neighborhoods north of Main Street in the vicinity of School
# 12 grew significantly. Also & the sametime, new and existing stregts south of Main Street in the
same aea (Ash, Linden, May, and Cherry) were being developed. It is assumed that the population of

(continued)
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Grove Stret School was drawn from these other neatby dreats, as well. As early as 1878, only two
years after the congruction of Grove Strest School, there were dready more sudents in the first and
soond primary levels than there were seats provided.

Between 1870 and the 1890's the Grove Strest neighborhood and the nearby aress south of Main
Stret continued to grow. During this time these neighborhoods reached their present dendty and
overdl architecturd character. Accordingto loca historian Miriam McCourt, many Irish boot and
shoe workers lived on Grove Strest and in this vicinity north of Main Street, as it was convenient to
the neerby boot and shoe shops  Also, south of Main Strest some housing for boot workers existed.
Along Cherry Street, however, were the houses of many of the town's mogt important and wedthiest
citizens. Other information on the demographics of the area has not been found.

A period of declining population occurred in Spencer between 1890 and 1920. This ssamsto have
been due to a loss of occupations in agriculture and trades, rather than to industry. During this period
industry continued to progoer. No dedline in the industrial work force occurred during this time and
the vaue of the town's manufactures increesed.

Grove Stret School Today

The Grove Street Schodl still continues today to sarve the Grove Stret neighborhood as a public
dementary schoal. It houses grades kindergarten through three. It is scheduled, however, to be
decommissoned soon. Congtruction of a new middle school for Soencar hes recently been completed.
According to present plans, children from Grove Street, Hessant Street, and Wet Main Strect
dementary schools will be moved within ayeaer or two to the former middle school building
(originally David Prouty High School, 1889, NR) on Main Street. Such a move would leave the three
present dementary school buildings vecant. No plans for their future use have been made.

Original 1876 Portion of Building

The original, two-room portion of the present building was built e a one-and-a-hdf-gory sructure in
1876. Brickscame from Twichell'sbrickyard in Podunk. The builder was Frank S Moses, who dso
built the Bank Block, Maple Strest Schoal, and the Dunton House — some of the town's mogt
subgtantia buildings. It is assumed that Moses was responsible for the planning as well as the
congruction of the school. No reference to an architect for the early building hes been found.

One- and two-room schools were common for American schoals before the advent of the fully graded
school. School plans illustrated in 1870's architecturd pattern books, sauch as Eveleth's School House

Architecture (1870) and Bicknell's School House and Church Architecture (1878) mike this quite
Clear.

(continued)
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The Grove Strest School was one of a leest three Spencer schooals built during the 1870's in the same
form — one-and-a-hdf-gories high, with afive-baymain facade, gable-ends, and a projecting gabled
centra entrance pavilion. It is asumed that the interior plans for all three were similar. The design
for the three schools may have been inspired by Eveleth's School House Architecture.  Of these three
similar buildings, the Grove Street School wes the dosest to Evedeth's design in style and ornamenta
details.

The original Grove Strest Schodl and the other two schools were similar in form to Design No. 6
illustrated in Eveleth. Both Grove Strest and Design No. 6 hed afive-baymain facade and a high
pitched roof with jerkinhead gebles a& each end. The Evdeth school design hes a centrd rectangular
doorway with agabled dormer in the roof above it. Ingstead, the original Grove Strest School hed a
projecting centra entrance pavilion with jerkinhead gable and a single ssgmented arched entrance.
Each had a Gothic style cupolarising from the pesk of the gable a the center of the main facade.
Both dso had labded window trim and dripes on the roof of polychrome date.  Although theposition
of the chimneys was not the same for both designs, their flaring Gothic shgpewas similar.  Eveleth's
schoal relies on Gothic style wood trim (bargeboards and gable gorons) for ornament.  Brick pilagters
and other ornamentd brickwork may have provided the major decorétive effect for the 1876 Grove
Street School. Study of the existing photograph and map illustration suggest that the original building
hed bargeboards as the school doestoday. These detdls give the Grove Stret Schodl a very dose
similarity to Eveleth's Design No. 6. The origind Grove Sreat Schoadl building had only two
schoolrooms.  Like the exterior of the structure, the interior plan was similar to Eveleth's Design No.
6. Evdeth's plan was for atwo-room school with an entrance & the center of the front and another a
the center oftherear. Itstwo school rooms were separated by two doak rooms between them. Stairs
to the basament were d0 located inthisarea The 1877 bird's-eye view mgp of Soencar shows that
the Grove Strest Schoal originally hed areer entrance, s it doestoday. It is not known whether
Grove Strret ever had dairs to the besament adjoining the doak room. It ssamslikely that thiswas
0, dnce other agpects of the Grove Streat plan are dso closdy similar to Eveleth's design. It dso
sars likdy that the doak room area a Grove Stregt was originally divided into two cloak rooms as
shown in Eveeth. The similar cloak room goece & Flessant Strest Schoal is known to have been
partitioned into two sgparate goaces

The two other Spencer schoals that gppear possibly to have bean influenced by Evedeth's design were
the Hillsville School (District # 7) (1871) and the earlier Fessat Strest Schoal (District # 8) (1872).
Although they were similar in form, they were much smpler in exterior design and neither one hed
the stylish jerkinhead gables that the Grove Strest School and the origind Eveeth design had. A
photograph of the wood frame, rural, Hillsville School in Soencar shows that its form was similar to
that of the original Grove Strest School. Like Grove Stredt, it was one-and-a-hdf gories high and hed
a projecting entrance pavilion a the center of the front. It hed little adomment except for aGothic
pointed-arched window inthe facade gable. It gopearsto have been atwo-room schoal, like Grove
Stret.  Light showing through the front door suggeststhat it may have had both a front and a reer
entrance. The 1877 bird's eye view mgp of Soencer shows that the overal design of the woodframe

(continued)
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Fessant Street School was d 0 of this sametype with a centrd entrance pavilion. It is assumed that
it was aso atwo-room school.

Architectural Pattem Books as a Source

The uxe of builders guides and architecturd pattern books as design sources was common in
American building beginning as early as colonid times. These books were often used by loca
builders to kegp aoreedt of the latest trends and syles. The designs published in them were often
copied outright by loca builders.

The publication of plans for schools was an important part of the mid-19th century American school
reform movement. The earliest 19th century books on school architecture were written by education
reformers themsdves. SQuch an example was Essay on the Congtruction of School-houses by William
Andms Alcott published in 1832. Horace Mann, Massachusdttss first Secretary  of Education,
published plans for improved schodls & early as 1838. During the 1840's and 1850's Henry
Barnard's School Architecture was widely used by town's and cities as a source for schoal building
planning and design. The tradifion of publishing plans for schools continued inthe 1870's with
patem books for schoals, such as those by Evdeth and Bicknell. Inthe late 19th century, after the
aopearance of American architectural schools and after the architecturd profession hed become well
egtablished in this country, architectura periodicas dso sarved to goreed information gbout styles and
plans for buildings of al types, including schools.

Brick Architecture in Spencer

Before 1870 there were few brick buildings in Soencer.  Even the town's mogt important buildings -
its churches, the town hall, and mogt schools and factories — were built of wood. After the Civil War,
&6 the economy began to boom, more buildings in the town center began to be built of brick. One of
the earliest of these brick buildingswas the Didtrict # 9 School (West Main Strest Schooal), built in
1867. For the uniqueness of its building materid, it was known as the "Brick School". In 1871, soon
after the congruction of the "Brick School", the old wooden Gresk Reviva style town hdl was
replaced with a new Gothic style brick structure. During the 1880's and 1890's, churches, a few
commercid blocks, and the town library were al built in the town center of brick. Today, dthough

there is some concentration of brick buildingsin the center, mogt of the town's buildings are till of
wood.

Two smadl outlying schools had been built of brick inthe 1840s but other than those, all of the other
Soencer schools were of wood a the time of the congtruction of the "Brick School” in 1867. By the
1870's, brick hed not yet become the only materid of which the town's schools were to be built. The
Hillsville School of 1871 and the Pleesant Street School of 1872 were both built of wood. The next

(continued)
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brick school to be built was the Grove Strest Schoal (1876). It was the sscond brick schoadl built in
the town center. During the 1880's five schodl buildings were built of brick (Maple Street, Feesant
Street, Maple Strest Annex, Earley Street, and David Prouty High Schoal). All of these structures

were located in the town center. But, as late as 1897, the Wire Village School, outsde the center, was
built of wood.

1833 Addition

A two-room sscond story of brick was added to the building in 1883 a a cost of $3,824.08. (See

Section 7 for descriptions of the gtructure as originaly built, of changes medeto it in 1883, and of its
overdl present gppearance)

Architects for the 1883 addition to the school were Fuller & Ddano, a prominent architectural firm
with officesin the nearby city of Worcester. The partnership of JanesE. Fuller (1836-1901) ad
Wad P.Ddano (1851-1915) was formed in 1879 and lagted until Fuller's degth in 1901. In hisearly
years Fuller had worked as a draughtsaman for Elbridge Boyden, designer of Mechanics Hall in
Worcester and of Denny Hall and the Congregationad Church in Spencer. He was later assodiated with
Worcester's premiere late 19th century architect, Siephen C. Earle, inthe finn of Earle & Fuller
(1867-1876). Fuller & Ddano were sucossded by their sons, Robert L. Fuller (1906) and Ward P.
Ddano (1916), in the firm, which exiged until the degth of the younger Ddano in 1940.

The firm Fuller & Ddano was the architect for the Sdisbury Street Schoaol (1889) in Worcester,
among Worcester's finest Romanesgue Reviva syle structures. The firm was dso respongble for
numerous other significant Worcester buildings listed on the National Regiger. They include
educationd dructures, houses fire gations, important downtown commercia blocks, goartment
buildings, and the Worcester Armory. The mgjor buildings of this partnership were built during the
lae 1880's and 1890's in the Romanesgue, Quean Anne, and Colonia Reviva styles.

1883 Grove Street School Compared to Other Spencar Schools

Two other Spencer schoadls were built during the same period as the 1883 Grove Street School
addition. They were the Plessant Strest Schoadl (1883) and the Earley Strest Schoal (1887) (no longer
ganding). Both were designed by the architect of the 18383 addition to the Grove Street Schoal, Fuller
& Ddano. Both of those sthools, like the Grove Strest School, were designed with a pavilion a the
center of the main facade. On the Grove and Fleesant Strest schools, the two main entrances ae
through porches in the ddes of this pavilion. In both of these schools the pavilion housad both the
entry vestibule and the dairs to the upper floor. Inthe Earley Strest Schoal the pavilion was shalow
and may have been nothing more than an aesthetic feature. Since the entrances were through porches
located on either end ofthe building, the entry vestibules and dairs to the upper floor would have

(continued)
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been located there. The centra pavilions of al three of these schools have no entrance in the front
wall. Thistreatment gave their main facades a somewha blank gppearance, since their centralized,
symmetrical designs cregte the expectation that the entrance will be a the center of the mainfacade.
The entrances of another Spencer schooal, the West Main Strest School (1867) (not designed by Fuller
& Ddano), were, like the Earley Strest School, located in the ends of the building. This building too
hes a blank look on its main facade, since there is no entrance on the main facade. There is presently

no explanation for this preference in Soencer schools for main facades without the accant of a centrd
entrance.

In the Grove Strest School and in other Spencar schoals of the period, two sgparate entrances, one for
boys and one for girls, were located on distinctly opposte positions on the building. This was
characteridic of late 19th century American schodls in generd.  Although earlier schoodls and amdler
late 19th century schools often had two entrances, they were typically located neer one ancther,
usudly a the center of the main facade. Denny Hall (1857), Spencer's first high school building, wes
of thistype. Wdl into the 20th century, American schools continued to be built with distinctly
sparate entrances for girls and boys.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description

The area occupied by the Grove Strest School is shown as Lot #12 on the Town of Spencer's
Asesor's Map #U-14.

Boundary Justification

The parcd of land occupied by the Grove Strest Schoal isthe same parcd that hes been historically
assodiated with this building.
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DESIGN NO. 6.
Plates 17, 18 and 19.

THIS desgn exhibits abrick schoal-house to accommodate two dassss of pupils of both
Rexes eech dass containing flftj'-six pupils.

There is a sgparate entrance for the pupils of either s, and a separate jpessageto the
cdlar or basament, which should be divided by two brick partitions directly under the
cros» partitions injhe principa story. The centra portion of the cdlar furnishes room for
the furnace and the gtorage of fuel, and the /jpartsbeneeth the schodl-rooms sarve as play-

.Mins during foul weether. The two chimney flues which gopear on the plan ae joined
rjabove, and are dedgned to be used to vi&ntilae the lower part of the schoadl-rooms by the
» ad of the iron or earthen smoke-flue before described.

The upper, part of the schod-room is ventilated by means of openings into the soace

"kAV (™ which communicates with the open through ,the dormers and the shaded gable
windows. .

The walls, to the height of the plate® are 12 inches thick, and in Ge gables 8 inches-
thick, with buttresses inthe latter flush with the wall below, the bresk in the wall being
marked by a stone course

The reved of the windows is equa to the width of two bricks, and. a rebate is formed
in the jamb of the windowsin the principal-story, by setting back the outer course4 inches

. from the line of the inner course, terminating the rebate with done quoins.

The color of the exterior wood-work should ressmblethat of the sone used.

Two shades should be employed, one of them consderably darker than the other, the
darker shade being usd for the beaeds upon. tKa rafters, the chamfered work, and similar
parts.
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DATE G WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 96000737

NOM NATCR  STATE

REASONS FCR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRGBBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
O'HER N PDI L: N PER OO N PROGRAM UNAPPROVEDT N
REQUEST: N SAWLE N SLRDRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N

GOWTIiNT WA VER N
"\ MCET RETURN R 7t DATE

ABSTRACT/SUIMARY COMMENTS Entered In the
national Register

RECOM / CRI TERI A

REVI EVEER DI SCI PLI NE_

TELEPHONE DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ N seeattached SLRY/ N
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RECEMED 2280

Mir23ig96

NAT REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLA

NATIONAL PARK SERViIiCt
The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

May 14, 1996

Carol Shull

Kesper

National Regiger of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

P. O. Box 37127

Woashington, D. C. 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed pleesefind the following nomination form:

Grove Stregt School, 23 Grove Stret, Spencar (Worcester County), Massachuselts, 01562
The nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by the Sate

Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending Siate Review Board consderation 30-
75 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

CC: Anna Marie Hughes, Chairperson, Soencer Historical Commission
William D. Ekleberry, Chairperson, Soencar Board of Sdectmen
Susan M. Ceccacai, Architectural Historian

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090



NAME OF PROPERTY OROVE STRKFT srHoriT.

NUMBER OF PROPERTIES.

DATE OF ACCEPTANCE

ADDRESSES
23 GROVE STREET

OWNER

LOCAL HISTORICAL
COMMISSION
ANNA VAR E HGES
G-A RPERSON

SPENCER HISTORICAL COMMISSON

SPENCER, MA 01562 MOG /57rO«t<*St.
CERTIFIED ELECTED

KEVIN A. HAYES, CHAIR
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
157 MAIN STREET
SPENCER, MA 01562

APPLICANT

SUSAN M. CECCACC
360 CAUEWAY STREET
JEFFERSON, MA 01522

REGIONAL PLANNER

OTHER SUPPORTERS:
ADMINISTRATION
AND FINANCE

FAAWCA A tv W)

DATE DATE
OWNER UPDATE NOTIFICATION
REQUESTED LETTER
MAILED

DATE
ELIGIBILITY
LETTER
MAILED

tl

DATE
ACCEPTANCE
LETTER
MAILED



