
YELLOW BLUFF FORT

Fla. 105, New Berlin 
Duval County

A Confederate battery was located at Yellow Bluff 
on the north bank of the St. Johns River below Jackson­ 
ville during the summer and early fall of 1862 to help 
the battery at St. Johns Bluff keep Federal gunboats from 
going up the river.

Because of its significance as a port and railhead, 
Jacksonville was the key to North Florida. Between 1861 
and 1865, the city and the territory along the St. Johns 
changed hands from Union to Confederate armies no less 
than four times.

In February of 1864, Yellow Bluff was occupied by 
Federal troops, chiefly, apparently, to prevent the Con­ 
federates from using it. After failing to restore Florida's 
allegiance to the Union, Federal forces withdrew from the 
fort for the last time on July 26, 1864, and Yellow Bluff 
again came under the domination of the Confederacy.
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Yellow Bluff Fort was situated on elevated terrain 
which rose steeply from the shoreline of the St. Johns River 
From its lofty position, the fort's guns commanded a wide 
stretch of waterway. The fortifications consisted of 
triangular" earthen works dug~~to~ pro vide protection for the 
gunsT"

Cleared of tangled underbrush and palmetto scrubb, the 
memorial offers the visitor a scenic view of the area. With 
the exception of the large spreading live oaks , draped with 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In the suraner of 1862, batteries were-erected by the 
Confederates on the St."~ Johns River below Jacksonville, at 
Yellow Bluff And St. Johns Bluff, on opposite sides of the 
river. FQgL_ap££Qximately 20 days in September, these 
batteries prevented a Federal squadron of six boats from 
coming up the river to Jacksonville.

Yellow Bluff Fort changed hands four times from 1862 
to 1864. The longest and probably the most significant 
occupation of the fort was the last, which lasted from 
February 7, 1864 until July 26 of the same year. During 
this time, General^^ymour used Yellow Bluff Fort as a 
signal station for his river operations. After failing to 
restore Florida's allegiance to the Union, Federal forces 
withdrew for the last time on July 26, 1864, and Yellow Bluff 
again came under the domination of the Confederacy.
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