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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Asbury Meeting House is a rectangular shape building two
stories high with a loft. It has a medium gable roof covered with
native cedar shingles, boxed cornice with plain return. A recessed
semicircular window is under roof cornice.

The foundation is brick and stone. Siding is native cedar weather-
boarding with carved pilasters on four corners of the building. There is
one outside brick chimney on back of building. There are sixteen windows
in the church building, all with six over six lights, with moulded window
frames and a sill at each window. The original louvered shutters will be
replaced on the building after they are painted. There is a double-leaf
door on either side of the first floor front window, and door has two
panels.

The auditorium is very pleasing to the eye. Walls are plast-
ered above the chair rail, with side paneling below. There is random
width flooring in the auditorium. The Meeting House has a center
aisle. There are paneled posts in the auditorium. Two rows of pews
are in the gallery. There is a panel carving on wooden enclosure in
front of gallery.

Gothic style chairs upholstered in red, are on the one step raised
pulpit. An altar rail is around the pulpit which has ‘a large marble
top table, serving as a Communion table. The pews are closed in on the
ends and the top of the ends are carved. A chandelier hangs from the
ceiling in the center of the auditorium. The light fixtures are on the
side walls of the auditorium. '

Entering the Meeting House via the vestibule, you will see two 4
panel doors which enter into the Church auditorium. On either end
of the vestibule is a 4 panel door opening onto a stairway leading to
the gallery.

There is an o0il burner and pump in the basement. A wooden white
picket fence with gate is in front of building. Steel access doors for
the basement are at the back of building.

A cemetery surrounds the Meeting House. The cemetery has a number
of aesthetic features including fine carved stones, iron enclosures and a

cedar trees line in the rear.

The first church was to the northeast of the present building,
within the nominated area, although the foundation has not been located.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Asbury Meeting House architecturally

is a fine surviving

example of the builder vernacular architecture of the period.

structure was constructed in 1852 for $1,700 by Daniel Hand who also
built the 0ld Court House Building in Cape May Court House, New Jersey.

Architecture

Asbury Meeting House,

built by Daniel Hand with the help of ship-
builders, has the typical characteristics of a Greek Revival structure:

gable roof with boxed cornice with plain return;
fanlight under roof cornice;

recessed semicircular
carved pillasters on four corners of

structure. The two double leaf front doors have an architrave.

Paneled posts in the high ceilinged auditorium. Horizontal paneling
below chair rail and oyster shell walls.

below gallery shows the work of a fine craftsman.

Religion

Molding and carving on posts

Prior to the erection of the first church built in 1832,

Asbury congregation met
beginning it had been Methodist in orientation,
Asbury today shares a minister with the United
Asbury was first

by the Conference.

Methodist Church in Seaville and South Seaville.
organized in 1812 and continues to function.

in private homes for twenty years.
supplied with ministers

From its
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Block 11, Lot 11 -~ Middle Township Tax Map (See Continuation Sheet)

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE' COUNTY CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
[E1FORM PREPARED BY Edited by Terry Karschner,
NAME/TITLE  Elwood R. Jarmer, Director Office of Historic Preservation
Jane Dixon, Survey Coordinator
ORGANIZATION DATE
Cape May County Planning Board 8/28/79
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
County Library-Office Building, Mechanic Street (609) 465-7111
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Cape May Court House New Jersey

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ____ STATE____ LOCAL _X _

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the

criteria and procedu t forth by the National Park Service.
Ly~ /
-
STATE HISTOQ PRE I /{(/c/
i i

7 —
DATE

TITLE / ty C

i Dept f E

GPO Q21.R0%



FHR-8-300A

(11/78)
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET Geographical DatalTEM NUMBER 10 PAGE 1

Verbal Boundary Description

BEGINNING at the Southeast corner of Block 11, Lot 11 proceed Northwest along
said property to Block 11, Lot 13. Thence, proceed Northeast along the line of
Block 11, Lot 13 to its Northeast corner and project a line to Block 11, Lot 9.
Thence, proceed South along said property to the Southwest corner. Thence, proceed
Southeast along Block 11, Lot 11 property line to Route 9., Thence, proceed Southwest
along Route 9 to point of beginning.
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