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The Abel Allen House stands onitsoriginal site set back fromthecorner of Chestnut
and Wellesley Streets i nWston. The slightly nore than 7 acres of well-landscaped
property i slargely neadow land with sheltering trees. The brown clapboarded

sal thox house, built c. 1696, i sconsidered t heoldest house i nWeston. | tisatwo
story structure with cedar shingled roof and a center chimmey. The corner boards
and water table areplain. Fenestration i s6/6 with 8'xI0" [ights dating from

1760. Many of t hew ndows ar e headed by small hoods.

The four bay wi de asymmetrical facade faces south toward Chestnut Street. The entrance
is a sixpanel-door flanked by fluted pilasters and headed by a four light transom

A ol ded entablature and triangul ar pedi ment crown t heentrance. Two w ndows on

each story occupy thewestern side of thefacade and one wi ndow on each story on

the eastern facade. e second story window i splaced directly above t hedoor. The
west elevation has a narrowdoor i nthenorthern end. There aretwow ndows to the
right of this door. The second story has two asymmetrically placed wi ndows of
contrasting scale. There i sa smll window i nt hegable. The east elevation has

two asymmetrically placed windows of contrasting scale on both thefirst and second
stories. There i sa small window i nt hegable.

A modern two story el | was added tothe north elevation at t heeast end of the
lean-to. |t i sseven bays deep on t heeast elevation, four bays deep on t hewest.

A tall chimey rises at thecenter of theell. The west elevation has a three sided,
hooded bay wi ndow on thefirst story. The east elevation has a slightly of f center
door.

The original c.1696 house consisted of thetwo southwest roons, one over one (18 xl8'),
a massive chimey with smoke chanber, and an entryway and stair on t heeast. About
1720 a lean-to was added to thenorth elevation. A large fireplacewas incorporated
into theexisting stack. The north wall of thechanber was relocated to allow
headroom i nt helean-to. Mjor alterationswere nade about 1760. Two rooms, one over
one (13'xl4"), were added totheeast. The 1720 |ean-to was renmoved and replaced by

a larger one extending across thenorth elevation of the house. This contained a
kitchen and buttery. At theeast end of thenew lean-to were added three small roons
of equal size (6'x6'), one over theother; thelowest onewas amlk room with stone
floor placed three feet belowfirst floor grade. All three small roons were connected

by a winding stair. The front stair was renoved at this time. A shed was added to the
north elevation at theeastern end of thelean-to i n1790. |t was renoved i n 1929
and was replaced by anell. 1 n1961thelatter was renoved, and t hepresent large

ell was built.

The interior of the house exhibits many interesting features. The snoke room feather-
edged boarding, doors, hardward, niches forkegs i nthestone cellar wall, and floor-
ing i nthesouthwest chamber al | date from the 17thcentury. Finish work i nthe south-
west chanber dates from 1720. Fireplace walls i nthesoutheast chamber and i n the
lean-to kitchen date from 1760. Original picket-type interior four panel shutters
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exist i nthesoutheast parlor. Because thestud height was greater i n 1760
in thesoutheast chanber, a plate was superinmposed at that time on theexisting
plate i nthesouthwest chanber t o accormodate a continual boxcornice. I n
consequence, thew ndow sash i nthelatter bedroom goes up beyond t he plate.

Al'though conpletely renovated i n1961, t he saltbox retains itsoriginal character.
The major change nade at that time was paneling and trimi nthe 1696 (southwest)
living room The interior detailingwas nade toconformtothestyle of 1760.



SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
__PREHISTORIC __ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC JACOMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE X_RELIGION
— 1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION iLAW —SCIENCE
— 1500-1599 JCAGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
— X 600-1699 JEARCHITECTURE - —EDUCATION ..y XMILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
_X700-1799 ART —ENGINEERING —MuUsSIC —THEATER
_ 1800-1899 __COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT ~ —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY XPOLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1696 1760, 1961 BUILDERIARCHITECT  Thomas Rand, Buil der, 1760

STATEMENT - S G\ H CANCE

The Abel Allen House i s significant as reputedly being theoldest house i nWston
and forits importance i nthe history of thecomunity. The propertywas one of
the 92original farms laid outi nthe"Farm ands" of Watertown (later Weston) i n
1642. Lot nunber 68 of 78 acres was granted toMles lves, whoi n1684 willedi t

to his grandson, Abel Allen. The 1696 date of the original house i s based on tradi-
tion and on theinternal evidence gathered duringrenovation.

The house has exceptional architectural significance because the process of its
structural history isrevealed. Thestructure grew fromaprimtive 17th century
house into t heunusual saltbox that i ti stoday. | tis of further architectural
interest duetothe1760 construction which includes the unique three small roomns

and stair which were probably designed and executed by the builder/owner Thonas Rand.

The original owner of the house, Abel Allen, was oneof the nineteen nenwho gathered
in 1710 t osign thecovenant and toofficially organize thefirst church i nthe town
that, i n1713, became incorporated as the Town of Weston.

Abel Allen's son, David, owned the Allen farms i n1756: thefarm"where | nowlive"
of 60 acres and "ny honestead" of 70 acres. He was a nmenber of the Train Band i n1757.
In 1758, "owning his owngun", he served i ntheinvasion of Canada under Ceneral
Jeffrey Amherst. | n1759 hewaskilled while serving under Capt. Israel Davisi n
the second attack on Louisbourg.

oo | 'ni,: ' e
Col. ElishaJdones, a Tory and t he nei ghbor of the Ali ens onthewest, bought the two
Allenfarnmstotalingl34acresin1757and 1758. Hi s property was confiscated by
the Commonweal th i n 1775 and i n 1781the "Abel Allenfarme", 33acres (nohouse nen-
ti oned) , was sol d at aucti ont o Thonas Rand. .

Thonas Rand was a housewright and patriot. He served thetown and county i n nmany
capacities. Hewas i nthe Train Band i n1757 and marched t olLexington onApril 19,
1775, i n Major Sanuel Lanson's Conpany together with his two sons, Benjamn, aged?21
and Thomas, Jr., aged 17. Benjamin and Thonas, Jr. also served i ntheThird M ddl e-
sex Reginment at Dorchester Heights, March 4, 1776, and Benjamn "went t o Canada"

in 1776. I n 1775, son Daniel, aged 19, guarded the beacon on Sanderson Hill, Weston,
one of thesignals set upi nthe Commonweal th t owarn other towns.
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Thomas Rand served thetown for nany years as housewright repairing and building
town buildings. For 8 years he was "Surveyor of Bords and Shingles." He worked
on theGeat Bridge at Watertown. He designed theporches for the nmeetinghouse,
renodel ed i n 1800, and i nthat year at theage of 75, he built its towerto
house a bell - bell nunber 44, cast by Paul Revere. For the Massachusetts Board
of War, Rand trinmmed, sorted and boxed "bollets", and he and anot her Wst on nan
built a magazine i nSudbury. He also served i nmany town offices, as Selectmn
for thefive crucial years, 1773-1777, and on committees "tohire nmen" for the
war and "t o nake an Estimation of what every person has done i nt he Service of

the war since ye 19th of April 1775."

Rand was on an important comrttee of nine nen, i n1778, toconsider thenew
state constitution. They "voted disapprobation" because "Negroes, Indians and

Mol at oes” were not tobe permtted t ovote; because "so nany worthy menbers" were
ot of state; and because t heproposed constitution was not connected with "declara-

tory Bill of Rights." Thomas Rand was a delegate totheconvention held at Concord
in 1779. I norder tocurb therunaway inflation, theconvention was to "regulate
the price of Sundery articles." Rand acted as accountant tothe war treasurer's

accounts. There continued tobe "pressing Demands upon t heTreasurer for nonies."
Rand | oaned t hetown noney as di d nany other citizens. A committee of three,
including Rand, was formed i n 1786 t oborrow noney and t onegotiate or settle
denands against thetown.

A thetime of Rand's death i n 1804, aged 81, hi s homestead consisted of nore than
112 acres and included "mansion house", barns, sheds, cider mll-house and mill,
chai se and wood house, hogpen, carpenter shop and buildings adjoining, and a stable
north of t he neetinghouse.

Benjam n Rand (1754-1840), first son of Thonas Rand (Harvard 1808, LLD), |ater
owned t he house and was t heeditor of several Massachusetts Law Reports. O her
Rand descendants occupied t he house until 1903.
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