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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Abel Allen House stands on i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e set back from the corner of Chestnut 
and Wellesley Streets i n Weston. The s l i g h t l y more than 7 acres of well-landscaped 
property i s largely meadow land with sheltering trees. The brown clapboarded 
saltbox house, b u i l t c. 1696, i s considered the oldest house i n Weston. I t i s a two 
story structure with cedar shingled roof and a center chimney. The corner boards 
and water table are p l a i n . Fenestration i s 6/6 with 8"xl0" l i g h t s dating from 
1760. Many of the windows are headed by small hoods. 

The four bay wide asymmetrical facade faces south toward Chestnut Street. The entrance 
i s a s i x panel-door flanked by f l u t e d pilasters and headed by a four l i g h t transom. 
A molded entablature and triangular pediment crown the entrance. Two windows on 
each story occupy the western side of the facade and one window on each story on 
the eastern facade. One second story window i s placed d i r e c t l y above the door. The 
west elevation has a narrow door i n the northern end. There are two windows to the 
ri g h t of t h i s door. The second story has two asymmetrically placed windows of 
contrasting scale. There i s a small window i n the gable. The east elevation has 
two asymmetrically placed windows of contrasting scale on both the f i r s t and second 
stories. There i s a small window i n the gable. 

A modern two story e l l was added to the north elevation at the east end of the 
lean-to. I t i s seven bays deep on the east elevation, four bays deep on the west. 
A t a l l chimney rises at the center of the e l l . The west elevation has a three sided, 
hooded bay window on the f i r s t story. The east elevation has a s l i g h t l y o f f center 
door. 

The o r i g i n a l c.1696 house consisted of the two southwest rooms, one over one (18'xl8'), 
a massive chimney with smoke chamber, and an entryway and s t a i r on the east. About 
1720 a lean-to was added to the north elevation. A large fireplace was incorporated 
into the existing stack. The north w a l l of the chamber was relocated to allow 
headroom i n the lean-to. Major alterations were made about 1760. Two rooms, one over 
one (13'xl4'), were added to the east. The 1720 lean-to was removed and replaced by 
a larger one extending across the north elevation of the house. This contained a 
kitchen and buttery. At the east end of the new lean-to were added three small rooms 
of equal size (6'x6'), one over the other; the lowest one was a milk room, with stone 
f l o o r placed three feet below f i r s t f l o o r grade. A l l three small rooms were connected 
by a winding s t a i r . The fro n t s t a i r was removed at t h i s time. A shed was added to the 
north elevation at the eastern end of the lean-to i n 1790. I t was removed i n 1929 
and was replaced by an e l l . I n 1961 the l a t t e r was removed, and the present large 
e l l was b u i l t . 

The i n t e r i o r of the house exhibits many interesting features. The smoke room, feather-
edged boarding, doors, hardward, niches for kegs i n the stone c e l l a r w a l l , and f l o o r ­
ing i n the southwest chamber a l l date from the 17th century. Finish work i n the south­
west chamber dates from 1720. Fireplace walls i n the southeast chamber and i n the 
lean-to kitchen date from 1760. Original picket-type i n t e r i o r four panel shutters 
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exist i n the southeast parlor. Because the stud height was greater i n 1760 
i n the southeast chamber, a plate was superimposed at that time on the existing 
plate i n the southwest chamber to accommodate a continual boxcornice. I n 
consequence, the window sash i n the l a t t e r bedroom goes up beyond the plate. 

Although completely renovated i n 1961, the saltbox retains i t s o r i g i n a l character. 
The major change made at that time was paneling and tri m i n the 1696 (southwest) 
l i v i n g room. The i n t e r i o r d e t a i l i n g was made to conform to the style of 1760. 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1696, 1760, 1961 
BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

Thomas Rand, Builder, 1760 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Abel Allen House i s s i g n i f i c a n t as reputedly being the oldest house i n Weston 
and for i t s importance i n the history of the community. The property was one of 
the 92 o r i g i n a l farms l a i d out i n the "Farmlands" of Watertown ( l a t e r Weston) i n 
1642. Lot number 68 of 78 acres was granted to Miles Ives, who i n 1684 w i l l e d i t 
to his grandson, Abel Allen. The 1696 date of the o r i g i n a l house i s based on t r a d i ­
t i o n and on the i n t e r n a l evidence gathered during renovation. 

The house has exceptional arc h i t e c t u r a l significance because the process of i t s 
s t r u c t u r a l history i s revealed. The structure grew from a pr i m i t i v e 17th century 
house into the unusual saltbox that i t i s today. I t i s of further architectural 
interest due to the 1760 construction which includes the unique three small rooms 
and s t a i r which were probably designed and executed by the builder/owner Thomas Rand. 

The o r i g i n a l owner of the house, Abel Allen, was one of the nineteen men who gathered 
i n 1710 to sign the covenant and to o f f i c i a l l y organize the f i r s t church i n the town 
that, i n 1713, became incorporated as the Town of Weston. 

Abel Allen's son, David, owned the Allen farms i n 1756: the farm "where I now l i v e " 
of 60 acres and "my homestead" of 70 acres. He was a member of the Train Band i n 1757. 
In 1758, "owning his own gun", he served i n the invasion of Canada under General 
Jeffrey Amherst. I n 1759 he was k i l l e d while serving under Capt. I s r a e l Davis i n 
the second attack on Louisbourg. 

•• . ' • i,: ' • 
Col. Elisha Jones, a Tory and the neighbor of the Aliens on the west, bought the two 
Allen farms totaling 134 acres in 1757 and 1758. His property was confiscated by 
the Commonwealth in 1775, and in 1781 the "Abel Allen farme", 33 acres (no house men­
tioned) , was sold at auction to Thomas Rand. . 

Thomas Rand was a housewright and p a t r i o t . He served the town and county i n many 
capacities. He was i n the Train Band i n 1757 and marched to Lexington on A p r i l 19, 
1775, i n Major Samuel Lamson's Company together with his two sons, Benjamin, aged 21 
and Thomas, Jr., aged 17. Benjamin and Thomas, Jr. also served i n the Third Middle­
sex Regiment at Dorchester Heights, March 4, 1776, and Benjamin "went to Canada" 
i n 1776. In 1775, son Daniel, aged 19, guarded the beacon on Sanderson H i l l , Weston, 
one of the signals set up i n the Commonwealth to warn other towns. 
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Thomas Rand served the town for many years as housewright repairing and building 
town buildings. For 8 years he was "Surveyor of Bords and Shingles." He worked 
on the Great Bridge at Watertown. He designed the porches for the meetinghouse, 
remodeled i n 1800, and i n that year at the age of 75, he b u i l t i t s tower to 
house a b e l l - b e l l number 44, cast by Paul Revere. For the Massachusetts Board 
of War, Rand trimmed, sorted and boxed "bollets", and he and another Weston man 
b u i l t a magazine i n Sudbury. He also served i n many town o f f i c e s , as Selectman 
for the fi v e c r u c i a l years, 1773-1777, and on committees "to hir e men" for the 
war and "to make an Estimation of what every person has done i n the Service of 
the war since ye 19th of A p r i l 1775." 

Rand was on an important committee of nine men, i n 1778, to consider the new 
state constitution. They "voted disapprobation" because "Negroes, Indians and 
Molatoes" were not to be permitted to vote; because "so many worthy members" were 
out of state; and because the proposed constitution was not connected with "declara­
tory B i l l of Rights." Thomas Rand was a delegate to the convention held at Concord 
i n 1779. In order to curb the runaway i n f l a t i o n , the convention was to "regulate 
the price of Sundery a r t i c l e s . " Rand acted as accountant to the war treasurer's 
accounts. There continued to be "pressing Demands upon the Treasurer for monies." 
Rand loaned the town money as did many other c i t i z e n s . A committee of three, 
including Rand, was formed i n 1786 to borrow money and to negotiate or s e t t l e 
demands against the town. 

At the time of Rand's death i n 1804, aged 81, his homestead consisted of more than 
112 acres and included "mansion house", barns, sheds, cider mill-house and m i l l , 
chaise and wood house, hogpen, carpenter shop and buildings adjoining, and a stable 
north of the meetinghouse. 

Benjamin Rand (1754-1840), f i r s t son of Thomas Rand (Harvard 1808, LLD), l a t e r 
owned the house and was the editor of several Massachusetts Law Reports. Other 
Rand descendants occupied the house u n t i l 1903. 
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