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Fourth Lake Ridge Historic District Dane Co., WI

Name of Property County and State
1, Description
Architectural Classification Materials
(enter cateqories trom 1nstructions) (enter categories trom instructions)

toundation stone

Prairie School walls Stucco
_Queen Anne Weatherboard
Bungalow/Craftsman root Aspnalt
other Wood
Brick

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The rFourtn hLake Ridge H1sStoric U1Strlct CONS1STS OL an NiSTOrlc residential
neighborhood that occuples a five-block-iong by one-and-a-half block-wide stretch ot
land that is located near the heart ot the city of Madisong- Because the north edge
of this stretch of land also torms part or the southeast shore ot Lake Mendota, a
number of houses in the district were constructed so as to take advantage or the
lake views thus obtained, and many of these houses have considerable architectural
merit and still retain a considerablie degree of integrity today. Several of the
houses in the district date back almost to the chartering or Madison as a City
(L856), chiet among them belng the outstandaing Gothic revival style william ¥,
Leitch House, built in 18%7-58 (752 E. Gorham St. NRHP - 7/18/15). The overwhelming
majority of the 147 puildings in the district, however, are singile and multipie
tamily dwelllngs that were bullt between L8YU ana 1930. It 1s not surprising,
therefore, that the preponderance of the district's buildings retflect nationatl
trends in residential design during this same period, beginning with the (Queen Anne
style and ending with the Tudor and Colonial Revivals. Some ot these buiidings are
individually notaple examples of their particular styles that were designed by
prominent Madison architects of the period, but the majority are good vernacular
examples. Of particular note, though, 1s an outstanding group of sixteen builaings
in the district that are documented as having been designed by Clauae & Starck, a
Madison architectural firm that was active between 18Y6 ana 1979 and wnhich 1s
especially well known today for its many fine Prairie School style designs. Three
of this tirm's Prairie School design KFourth Lake Ridge buildings; the William
Collins House (704 E. Gorham St., built in 1Yil), the Lincoln School Building (720
E. Gorham St., built in 1915), and the Adolph Kayser House (802 £. Gorham St., built
in 1902) are already individually listed in the NRHP, but a number of the other
buildings in the aistrict designed by this firm are of egual quality. In aadition,
the district also includes a number of fine vernacular form residential buildings,
and an excellent Crattsman style apartment complex (the twelve-builaing Norris Court
Apartments, 301-324 Norris Court, bullt petween 1915 and 1924}, which was the
largest apartment complex built in Madison betore World War Il.

Lt was topography, more than anything else, that dictated the historic development
of the Fourth Lake Ridge Historic bistrict ana it 1is also topography that sets the
district apart from the other residential neighborhoods that surrouna it. The city
of Madison was first platted in 1836 and this plat covers a narrow isthmus that
separates Lake Monona to the southeast from the much larger Lake Mendota to the
northwest.? Both of these lakes are the result of glacial action that also
deposited lineal drumlins (or ridges) consisting of glacial debris along the

3+ The 1990 population of Madison, the state capitol of Wisconsin, was 191,162.
2 What is now known as Lake Monona was called "Third Lake" on the original plat
map while Lake Mendota was known as "Fourth Lake." R

X See continuation sheet
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lakeshores on both sides or this isthmus. [n between these two areas of hiagher
ground 1S a conslderaply wider and lower area ot land that is only a rew feet nigner
1n eilevation than the water level Of tne iakes that border 1t. por most orf tne
nineteenth century this low-lyling area consisted of a swamp that was somewhat
grandly kxnown as "‘fhe Great Central Marsh." Wnen Madison tirst began to expand
eastward away from the original City center (whicnh 1s loCcated at the southwest end
0ot thls 1sthmus) in tne period JUst arter the Civil War, nearly ail or the new
construction TOoK Dlace on the higpher ridges boraering this marsh, riages that are
now Xxnown as tne Third Lake Ridge and the rourtn Lake Ridae,.

he southwest ena Of Tne 1anascape :feature KNown as The FOourth Lake R14dge Degins 3t
James Madlison F¥ark and Dorders Lake Mendota as far northeast as iddings Yark, a
alstance or filve-and-a-nalr DLOCKS. ‘the wourtn Lake Ridge Historic uUisStrict 1is
situated on that part Ot tne crest Of tnls ridge that lles petween tnese LWo
laketront parks and the shoreline petween them forms the northern adage 0t the
d1strict. Roughly paraileling the shoreilne ot Lake Mendota along this crest 15 tne
southwest-northeast running East Gorham Street. The sSoutnern eddge Or the A1sSTrict
consists of those puildings locatea on potn sides of Gorham sStreet petween N.
Franklin and N. Brearly streets, which mark the west ana east ends or the district
respectively.® The result 1s a dlstrict bounded by clearly detined eages, the
lakeshore to the north and the two parks at 1ts east and west ends. In aadition,
because the south-facing sioDe 0of the ridge descends steeply tfrom £. Gornham Street
down to k. Johnson Street beiow, which runs parallel to Gorham Street along the base
of the ridge, the district also has a clearly defined southern edge as well.

The Fourth Lake Ridge Historic bistrict encompasses most of the land on both sides
of the 500, 600, 70U, 800U, and 900 blocks of East Gorham Street and most of the land
between Gorham Street and the lake between N. Franklin and N. Brearly streets.
Uriginally, the length of each of these blocks (except for the shorter 50U Block)
was divided into nine lots and the lots on the ltake side of Gorham Street (the north
side) extended all the way from Gorham Street to the lake and were much deeper than
corresponding lots on the south side ot the street. As a resuit, the original
nouses built on these deeper lots such as the previously mentioned Leitch House,
Collins House, and Kayser House tended to be larger and were set back rurther on
their lots than the houses on the other side of Gorham Street. A tew of these lots,
such as those belonging to the surviving buildings on the nortn side-of the 600
block of Gorham Street between N. Blair and N. Livingston streets still survive in
their entirety, but most have now been subdivided. For instance, the two original
lots bordering on Livingston Street belonging to tne Leitch and Kayser houses were

3 ¢he isthmus of Madison has a northeast-southwest main axis and the grid plan
plat of 1836 that overlies it gives 1t principal through streets such as East Gorham
Street that tollow the same ax1s. Cutting across these main streets at right-angles
are shorter streets, such as Franklin and Brearly streets, whose ends terminate at
the shores ot Lakes Mendota and Monona.
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supdividea into smalier lots Dv later owners. ‘'Ihese acts left the main houses on
both ot the original lots 1ntact but made room for additional ones on the tilve new
lots behind them, wnich are the houses now located on both sides ot the 4UU block ot
N. Llvingston Street.

Other subdivisions transtormed the rest of the original deep lots located to the
east of Livingston Street as weli. Because tne land between Gorham Street and Laxe
Mendota broaaens as 1t nears Brearly Street, enougn room existea in this part ot the
district to aliow the owners ot several of the deep lots fronting on the 30U block
of Gorham St. to subdivide much of this biock into smaller lots. 7This was done in
1900. The result was the Prospect Pirace Subdivision ot Lots 5, 6, 7, 8, anda Y ot
Biock 139 ot the Original PiLat ot Madison. Most ot the lots thus createa tacea onto
a brand new block-long street known as Prospect Piace, which parallels Gorham Street
closer to the iakeshore, or onto Washburn Place, anotner new street wnicn CONNects
the west end of Prospect Piace to Gorham Strest. A sSlmilar event aiso atfectsg the
west naift (Lots 1, Z, ana 3) ot the adjacent Block 163 as well and resulted in the
Creation ot the block-iong Castie Place, whlich runs perpendicuiar to Gorham Street
along the west edage 0r G1a0aings Park ang torms mMost of the east boundary ot tne
aistricet. ‘

As a result ot these subdivisions, lots in the district now exhibit a variety ot
sizes and this variety also retflects the topography or the d1strict. {n general,
most ot the lots that attorded theilr owners a view ot the fake, such as the ones 1in
the 50U, b6uU0U, and 700 blocks of Gorham Street that occupy the crest or tne riage,
have retained thelr original wldth and support Jjust a single house per lot.
Likewise, the lakefront lots on the north side of Prospect Place and at the north
end ot Castle Place tend to correspond in width, it not 1in depth, to the original
lots platted in 1836. Many of the original lots that have a lesser elevation and
that lack a lake view, however, have since been subdivided into smaller ones. ‘lhus,
the south side of the 80U block of Gorham Street, for instance, now has sixteen
buildings occupying what were originally nine lots.

Except for the houses located on the lakeside lots on the nortn side of the 600 and
700 blocks ot Gorham Street and the first two lots (802 & 810) of the 800 block,
most houses in the district are positioned close to the streets and the majority
have relatively small front yards, minimal side yards, and larger batk yards.
Regardless of size and location, though, lots in the district have fronts edged by
concrete sidewalks. These are typically separated trom the concrete curbs that line
the streets by parkways except on Prospect Place, Castle Place, and Washburn Place,
where the narrowness of these streets made their use impossible.

Castle Place, Washburn Place, and the north ends of Brearly, Paterson, and
Livingston streets are all quiet cul-de-sacs. Prospect Place is one ot Madison's
least known and quietest streets. East Gorham Street, however, is a major east-west
thoroughfare. In the 1950s, due to the great increase in traffic volume, Gorham
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Street was changed from a two-way sStreet 1ntO & ohe-way west-bound street with just
a single lane ot parking.

The Fourth Lake Ridge Historic pDistrict 1s separatea from two other NRHP historic
districts py the public parks located at either end. 10 the west, peginning on the
other side or James Madison Park, 1s the Mansion Hill Historic District (DUE 9/5/84,
being nominated concurrently to the NRHP), Madison's premier nineteentn century
resigential neignporhooa, wnile to the east, on the other side ot Giaaings rark, 1s
the Snerman Avenue H1sSTOric DISTrict (NRHPY 3/2Z/8%}, an imDortant early twentleth
century resigentlal neignporhood. BOth Oof these ex1sting aistricts also border the
Lake Mendota shore line. ‘fhe Kourtn Lake Rlage H1STOricC DISTrict, when ilstad in
tne NRHP, Wlii Compiete tne outstanding coilection Of nN1storic resigential
neighporhoods within the Clty orf Madison's cCOrporate poungaries that stretcn aiong
the lakeshore.

fhe contributing buiidings 1n the rourtn Lake Kiage Historic U1STrict represent some
0f the major styles and vernacular torms tnat were appiied to AOmesSTLC arcniteccursa
in Madison prior to 1Y3U. ‘fhese bulldings randge in SiZzZe trom mere cottages suchn as
the Jonn B. Helm House (¥25 k. Gorham St., built in 1906} to houses ot

considerable size such as tne previousliy mentionea Leitch and Kayser nouses. ‘hus,
1t 1s not surprising that the district is more notable now tor the diversity of 1ts
designs and tor the variety ot materials 1t displays than it is tor its stylistic
consistency. This diversity, though, 15 the end product of the historic progression
of the neighborhood ana retlects the fact that many ot the houses that now grace 1its
lots are in fact the successors to earlier, smaller ones. A plat map of the area
dating from 1899 that shows building footprints and lot lines also shows that nearly
every lot in the district (this is just prior to the 190U subdivisions) was occupied
by a building at that time.* A look at the inventory of the district that follows,
though, shows only three existing buildings dating from the 1850s, five from the
1860s, five trom the 1870s, seven from the 1880s, and fifteen trom the 1890s. Since
tnis accounts for only 35 of the district's 142 buildings, and since all of tne
remaining 107 buildings were built atter 1900, it can be seen that most ot the
district's original buildings were later supplanted by newer and usually larger
ones. Continuity is provided by the fact that nearly every building in the
district, regardiess ot size, style, and date of construction, was built as a single
family residence. ‘the only major exception is the complex of twelve-buildings that
make up the Norris Court Apartments. ‘hese buildings date from 1915 -1924 and they
constitute a complimentary but distinct architectural entity of their own.

Integrity levels within the district vary. Many of the district's most
architecturally distingquished buildings, especially those along the lakeshore and
those having a lake view, are still in excellent, largely original condition and a
number of these are still single family residences as well. Buildings without lake
access or lake views, though, have fared less weli. Many of these were converted

* New Atlas of Dane County. Madison: Leonard W. Gay Co., 18949.
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mt.o apments after World War II that now house students attending the nearby University of
Wisconsin. These converted buildings are seldom obvious from the outside, but a number of them have
now been rgsided and have lost detailing. Even so, only seven of them have lost so much of their
orlg{nal design characteristics as to justify classifying them as non-contributing elements. In general, the
d}su:lct as a whole still retains the overall appearance it had during the latter portion of its. peri%)d of ,
sxgmf.icax.lce. Its historic integrity is strengthened by the fact that only six of the district’s thirteen non-
contributing buildings are modern buildings that date from after World War II. And of these only one

the.: eight-unit apartment building at 816 E. Gorham St., is a building that is out of scale with its
neighbors. - o

The following inventory lists everv buiicing in the district ana includes the names
ot the original owners, tne constructlon date, the aadress, and contriputing oOr nen-
contriputinag status. ‘the inventory 1is then tolliowed bv descriptions of some of tna
district's pest and mosT ranresentative resources, which are listed according to

style.,
INVENTORY

Address Historic Name bate £lass
323 N, Blalr st. ¥. B. Steensland House 1944 NC
4yb Castie Place Albert Bagley House 1926 C
410 Castle Place M. J. Littel Apartment Bldg. 1939 c
416 Castle Place Russell Hararaves House ° 1307 C
420 Castle Place Wiltred & Mary Hates House 1905 C
422 Castle Place Perl & Anna Fish House 1915 C
428 Castle Place Harvey E. Nichols Two-#lat 1911/1924 C
914 Castle Place Dr. William V. Bryant House 1909-10 C
916-18 Castle Place Normal & Myrtle Osborne House 1912 C
920 Castle Place William T. Evjue House 1941 C
501-03 E. Gorham St. Charles Fleming Three-Unit 1907 C
505 E. Gorham St. H. L. Foster House 18717 C
509 E. Gorham St. Charles Bernard, Jr. House 1876 C
513 E. Gorham St. Bodenius - Vaas House 1921 C
515 E. Gorham St. Thomas & Hannah Murray House 1908 c
523 E. Gorham St. John H. McFarland House 1853 C
609 E. Gorham St. Theodore Wiedenbeck House 1910 C
615 E. Gorham St. Fred & Philomena Schmitz Housel913 C
619 E. Gorham St. vincent & Minorah Kubly House 1905 C
623 E. Gorham St. August Scheibel House 1902 .C
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Address Historic Name Date ¢class
625 E. Gorham st. Nathaniel Crampton House 1909 C
627 E. Gornam St. Christian spangenberqg House 18717 C
b33 K. Gorham St. Robert White House 1856 C
637 E. Gorham St. Minoran Kubly House 1925 C
040 E. Gorham St. Robert & [rene Connor House 1920 C
645 E. Gorham St. A. 0. Fox House 1931 C
646 B. Gorham St Corneiius C. Collins House 1908 C
651 K. GOornam St H. #letcher House 1895/192¢6 C
653 K. Gornam St Henrv & Anna #letcher House 1895 C
U3 E. sorham sSt. ‘'heodore Herfurth Sr. House L¥u8/ 1904 ¢
Ju4 . Gornam St. witliam & Dora Coillns House i9is L (NR#y)
i1l B, Gornam St. 'neogore Herturth Jr. House 191n C
fith K. Gornam St. f. 5. Horner House 1885/1891 C
Tiy-21 B, Gornam St. RODEert Livesey House ca.lssvb C
20 E. Gorham st. Lincoln Elementary school 191i5-to C (NKHY)
25 k. Gornam St. Hans banieison House L1845 C
129 E. Gorham St. Hethe! Lutneran church 19y C
Parsonage

131 k. Gorham St. Ferdinana paubner House 1862 NC
133 E. Gornam St. L. Haverman House 1810 C
139 E. Gorham St. Mahion Barker House Lsbo-67/ C
741 E. Gorham St. Robert Daratt Two-Unit House 1936 C
745 E. Gorham St. Dwyer Apartments 1930 C
146 E. Gorham St. A. G. & Nell Zimmerman House 1903 C
749 E. Gorham St. Joseph Downing House 1885 c
752 E. Gorham St. William & Jane Leitch House 1857 C (NRHP)
802 E. Gorham St. Adolph & Hedwig Kayser House 1901 C (NRHP)
803 E. Gorham St. Phillip Kearnon House 1871 C
810 E. Gorham St. James Robbins House 1881 C
811 E. Gorham St. Henry Gilman Estate House 1316 C
813 E. Gorham St. Angelina Breitenbach House 1903 C
815 E. Gorham S5t. G. H. Livesey House 1381+82 C
8le6 E. Gorham St. Charles Fry 8-Unit Apt. Bldg. 1958 NC
817 E. Gorham St. William & Clara Smith House 1913 C
819-21 E. Gorham St. Uscar Olson House 1517-19 C
822-24 E. Gorham St. Ww. £, Dibelius Two-Unit 1956 NC
825 E. Gorham 5t. John B. Helm House 1906 C
827 E. Gorham S5t. sarah Noble House 1894 C
829-31 E. Gorham St. Ashley & Mildred Kruger House 1923 C
§32-34 E. Gorham St. Theodore & Ida Cowles House 1912 C
833-35 E. Gorham St. Julius Shaaauer Two-¥lat 1915 C
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436 K. Gorham St. Samuel & Annie Livesey House 1903 C
837 K. Gorham St. Frank W. Hall House 1893 C
84U E. Gorham St. J. Mullins 1U0-Unit Apt. Bidg. 1969 NC
841 K. Gorham St. ¥rank W. Hall House 1893 C
844 E. Gorham St. Samuel & Annie Roberts House 1Y0UZ NC
345 k. Gorham St. Jonn & 113 Heggestad House 19417 C
848 ®. Gorham St. C. b, Sprecher House 1912 C
¥4Y K, Gorham st. Carl wiedenpeck House 1885 NC
350 E. Gornam St. Charies D, Sprecher House lypd C
851 . Gorham St. M. J. Haen House 19048 NC
gb4 ®. Gornam St. Josepn Littel House iy42 C
¥55-5/ ®. Gornam St. J. J. Linasey ‘[wo-plat 1911 C
902-U4 k., Gorham St. Adam & Eva Reining House 1414 ¢
YUk K. Gorham st. Charles waterman House 1947 NC
YU8 K. Gorham st. Andrew Thompson House 1903 O
Yyi?z K. Gorham st. Andrew hompson House 1845 C
916 K. Gorham st. Castle Apartments Building 1923 C
Y79 E. Gorham St. Mary McNish House 13y7 C
433-3H K. Gorham St. H. K. Nichols 7Two-Flat L9us »
937-39 E. Gorham St. B, J. Fisher Three-rlat 1912 C
941 E. Gorham St. Harvey & Maud Nichols House 1908 NC
Y45-47 E. Gorham St. Martin Iverson House 1892 C
449 E. Gorham St. Martin lverson House 1866 c
955 E. Gorham St. 0. Martinson House 1930 C
410 N. Livingston St. Steven Gilman House 1903 C
414 N, Livingston St. Ada Bird House 1901 c
416 N. Livingston S5t. (George & Mary Walsh House 1903 Cc
475 N. Livingston St. Adolph & Hedwig Kayser House 1922 C
478 N. Livingston St. Joseph & Emlen Davies House . 1907 C
301 Norris Ct. Norris Court Apartments 1923 C
302 Norris Ct. Norris Court Apartments 1923- C
305 Norris Ct. Norris Court Apartments 1915 C
306 Norris Ct. Norris Court Apartments 1922 c
" 311 Norris Ct. Norris Court Apartments ca.l91% C
312 Norris Ct. Norris Court Apartments ca.l92z2 C
313 Norris Ct. Norris Court Apartments ca.ly1hs ¢
317 Norris Ct. Norris Court Apartments ca.l915 C
318 Norris Ct. Norris Court Apartments ca,.lyz? c
324 Norris Ct. Norris Court Apartments 1924 c
330-36 Norris Ct. Norris Court Apartments 1924 c
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Address Historic Name Date £13ss
410 N. Paterscn St. Arrie Steele Apartment Blag. 1428 C
413 N. Paterson St. Peter Lynaugh House 189771931 C
415 N. Paterson St. Michael Juage House 1881 c
416 N. Patrerson St. Carl & Ohilla Hahne House 1903 C
418-20 N. Paterson St. A. W. Hopkins House 1969 C
421 N. Paterson St. John Lynauan House 1896 C
423 N. Paterson st. Charles & laga Hartwig House 1¥92 C
424 N. Paterson 3t. William Millar House 1913 C
4725 N, Paterson St. Josepn Littel House 1y43 C
4729 N. Paterson 3t. J. PFrank Kessenich House 1812 C
433 N. Paterson st. James Dresser House 1953 NC
435 N. Paterson St. Frank & Grace Conover House 19Ul C
44y N. Paterson 5t. James A. Jackson House 1947 <
44] N. Paterson St Howard D. & Mary Thcmas Housa [91s C
811 Prospect PL. Better Homes Co. 5-ynit Apt., 1941 C
814 Prospect PL. Wiliiam & Alma Roys House 1921 C
8L5-19 Prospect Pl Marie Heim House 19745 !
#l3 Prospect PiL, George & klizabeth Garyv Houss 1390Y Cc
821 Prospect Pl, Wiiliam McCollouagh House 146b NC
827 pProspect Pi. Charles H. V1ias House 1909y C
824 Prospect Fl. George W. & Marion Bird House 191U C
831 Prospect PL. Louis W. & kdith Claude House 1402 C
834 Prospect Pl, Martin Anderson House 1906/1926 C
835 Prospect Pl. George & HElsie Wahl House 1916 c
841 Prospect Pl. A. M, & %Zell vardee House 1912 c
842 Prospect PlL. Frank & Mary Hall House 1893/1909 C
8§44 Prospect Pl. Lucius M. & Marion Fav House 1Y01-02 C
84'7-49 Prospect PlL. Clark & Grace Putnam House 1901 C
416 Russell Walk Frank Hall Spec. House ca.l911-14 C
418 Russell Walk . Frank Hall Spec. House ca.lgll-14 c
420 Russell Walk Frank Hall Spec. House ca.l911-14 c
401-03 Washburn Pl. Theodore & Ida Cowles House 1921 C
405-09 Washburn P1l. M. J. Hurst House 1908 C
406-08 Washburn Pl. Nicholas & Petronella Behrend

House 1918 c
410 washburn P1, W. E. Dibelius Two-Flat 1956 NC
413-19 washburn Pl. John & Selenna McKenna House 1905 c
414 washburn Pl. Paul & Mary Metz House 1908 C
418 Washburn P1. John & Selena McKenna Two-Flatly37 C
421-23 Washburn Pl. Joseph N.- Berg House 1906 C
424 Washburn P1l. C

Paul S. & Luella Warner House

1910
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Gothic Revival

The william . Leitch House at 7b5Z k. Gorham 5t. 1S the oniy Gothic Revival style
buiiaing in the dlstrict., 1t 1s also the finest residential example of this styie
1n Madison and one Ot the tinest in Wisconsin as well. ‘''he nouse, one ot the olgest
in the d1strict, now occuplies a lot that torms tne southwest corner of K. Gornam and
N. Livingston streets. OUriginally, though, this Lot stretched all the way to the
Lake Mendota shore, with the house being placed at the Gorham Street end or the

lot. Leitch's etaporate new house cost nim close to $i4,UU0 a3t a time wnen SHUU was
more than enough to bulld a respectapie rrame house. ‘e TWO-STCOry L/-room pulriaing
“has an lrregular pian, ZZ-i1nch-thick walls that were Dpullt ocut ot ashlar Maaison
sandstone, and & maln tfacade that faces east onto sorham Street, Sheltering tne
nouse 1s a mulilti-gable sSiate-coverec root that 1s crowned pv a small but nignily
decoratec rour-siged wooden cupoia whose wrougnt iron ornamental cresting 1s SElll
intact. 7Two one-story wooden porches that still retain their elaborate original
ornamentation shelter several of tne first story windows 3ana the main entrance door
on the maln racade and elaborate woocden bargepoaras decorate the maln gable ends ana
the gable-roofed wall dormers on the main tacade and rear elevation. The Leitcn
house was listea in the NRHP on 7/18/75.7

This outstanding, highly intact house was built in 1857-54% for Willliam I'. Leitca
{18U8-1897), who was born in Kngland and came to New York 1n 1829, where he operated
a successtul wholesale clothing manufacturing pusiness. In 1858, Leitch and nis
tamily moved to Madison, where their new home, designed by a still unidentified
architect, was already under construction. ln 1862, Leitch was elected mayor of
Madison and he was reelected in 1863 ana 1¥b4. A suDsequent owner, banker M. Ransom
Doyon, was also elected mayor ot the city whiie living in the house, the first time
in 1888 and then again in l88Y. Other distinguished owners continuously occupied
the house as a single family residence until 1Y96, when the house was lovingly
restored and reconditioned as "The Livingston," a bed & breaxtfast establishment.

Italianate

Three good examples of the italianate style have survived in the district, one ot
wnich 1s small and quite simple in design and two of which are larger and somewhat
more elaborate. ‘he most elaborate ot these is the Theodore anda Marie Herturth Sr.
House at 703 E. Gorham St., which occupies a prominent corner lot tnat forms the NE
corner ot the intersection of E. Gorham and N. Blount streets. The original portion
of this house was built in 1868 and it consisted of a nearly square plan hip-rootfed
two-story main block to whose east-facing side elevation was attached a slightly

5 William T. Leitch House National Register of Historic Places Nomination. On
file at the office of the Historic Preservation bDivision, State Historical Society
of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin.
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recessed one-and-a-nair STory eli., Sanborn-Yarris maps snowW tnat thnls nouse was
0rigilnally claad 1n wood. ''ne maps also show that the elaborate one-story bracketed
wood porch that spans tne entire west-:tacing main facade of the house was 1n place
as early as 1892 (it is probably original to the house). ‘The house retained this
conriguration until L1900, wnen Herturth raised tne height ot the ell to a full two
stories and had the entire exterior reclad with the brick veneer it still retains
today.® Thls remodeling LleifT the porch intact, and such typical [talianate style
details as the bracketed trieze beiow the overhanging eaves ot the main roor, and
the original tlat-arched window openinags, were retainea and repeated on tne new
portion of the ell. Since that time, the exterior of the house nas remained ailmost
totally intact and 1t still retains 1ts turn-ot-the century appearance today.

''he owner ot the house, ''neoaore Herrurth, Sr. (L8Z29-1YU3), was a successiul uerman
immigrant wno came to Madison in L1352 ana estaplishea & carriage-maxing rirm. 1In
18672, Herturth estabiisheg a general store on King street, which he Continuea to
operate untii 1l¥/4. HIS success at tnls venture and the necessity 9f nhousing his
rapldly growing ramilv (ten chnilcren; iled him to Degin the construction on tne
original portion or this house in .1¥b68, 1ln which he continueg to live until nhis
geatn in lY03. ‘'he nouse now contalns several apartment units.

Another similarly slzead tnough less elaporate example ot the [taiianate style 15 the
James Robbins House at ¥lu #. Gorham St. Uriginally, the lot that Ropbins built on
extended aill the way to Lake Mendota. The house, wnlch 1s positioned well back trom
sorham Street, still retlects 1ts original setting. ‘'his trame two-Story clapboara-
clad bullding was bullt in 1881 and it too has a gabied eil plan.’ ‘the house has a
stone founaation, & main tacade that taces east onto Gorham Street, and 1t 1s
sheltered by a multi-gable roof tnat 1s clad in asphalt shingles. Overt [talianate
features are tew and simpie 1n aesign and 1nclude tall tlat-arched winaow openings,
wide overhanging eaves that are supported by exposed ratfter ends that resembie the
simplest of brackets, and a tlat-roofed one-story rectilinear plan bay window that
is located on the west-tfacing side elevation. In addition, a flat-rootfed one-story
tront porch spans the entire width of the main facade. Most of thnis porch is
believed to be of modern construction and it exhibits few historic details, but
Sanborn-Perris maps show that a porch of similar size and shape has always been in
place in this location. Aside from this porch, the exterior of the Robbins house is
still largely intact. :

James Robbins had been active in Madison since at least 1867, tirst as a partner in
the Madison Woolen Mills (Briggs, Robbins & Thornton, proprietors) and later, still
with Thornton, as the proprietor of a flouring mill (non-extant, the successor to
the pioneer Farwell's Mill) that was once located where the Yahara River enters Lake

¢ Wisconsin State Journal. December 31, 190¢. Also, City of Madison Tax

Rolls.
7 City of Madison Tax Rolls.
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Mendota. In 1886, Robbln's house was purchased by Col. George W. Bird, a prominent
Madison attorney and the son ot Augustus A. Bird, one ot the clty's tounaders. Bird
lived in tne nouse untii 1909. Numerous other notable owners continued to occupy
the house as a single tamiiy residence until the lYoUs, wnen the house was converted
into four apartment units.®

The oldest example Of the itallanate styile 1in the district 1s ailso tne smallest; the
Robert White nouse at b33 K. Gornam St., wWnlCh was DUllt 1n 1¥56.? 'Thls TWO-Story
rectilinear plan bullding nas a stone toundatlon and wails that are ciad 1n
clappoara. ‘'he buii@lng s sheitered DY & LOW-DPLTChed N1p roorf wnose wide
overnanging eaves are subported DY Dalrea prackets. '‘he maln tacade ot tne nouse
taces north onte Gorham Street. ‘he st2ep slope Of the rear part of the Lot made
necessary to slte tne nouse well LOrwarc on tne Lot and ciose TO Ttiae street. ‘fhe
tWo f1rst-story winaows ang tne entrance door Or thlS thnree-bay-wide racads are vary
tall and have tlat-archec openings. ‘'hev are all shelterea Dv a rull-width tiat-
roofed open porchH that repiaced an earller one Sometlme Prior to world war Li.

-
(o}

Robert White was a builder and a carpenter who constructed this nouse tor His own
use. In 1864, White soild nhis house to Uenison Wortnlngton, the corporate secretary
ot the Madison Mutual [nsurance Co. Worthington occupiea it until 1877, when 1t was
purchased by Mar:iah Rodermund, the widow Of pioneer Madison prewer John rRodermund.
supseguently, the nouse was innherited by Rodermund's daughter, Cora, who marriea Ur.
T. W. Bvans (l¥45-191Y), a prominent Madison physician. The Kvanses lived 1in the
house untili 1919. 1t is a two-unit residence today anad its exterior has recently
been carefully renovated by the present owner.*“

Queen Anne

There are a number Of good representative examples of the Queen Anne style in the
district and the range of their designs is typical of examples found in other
neighborhoods ot the same period in Madison. The size ot these nouses varies
somewhat but most are of medium size and all are ot trame construction and are clad
at least partially in ciapboard ana/or shingles. 1in adaition,. several ot thnem are
believed to be the second houses erected on their respective lots and this will be
noted where appropriate, others are located on new lots that were created by
subdivision activity just atfter the turn of the century. -

The Frank 5. Horner house at 715 E. Gorham St. was built in 1891 and it is one ot
the district's earliest examples ot the Queen Anne style. This two-and-a-halt story
house has an irrequiar plan, a cut stone toundation, first story walls that are clad
in clappboard, second story walls clad in wood shingles, and it 1is sheltered by a

® Baas, Alexius. rhe Capita! 'limes. January 19, 1951.

® Madison Tax Rolls.
19 Baas, Alexius. The Capital Times. April 13, 1951.
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muiti-gaple aspnalt-sningie-clad roor. A @ilstingulshing Stylistic characteristic is
the very 1intact one-story nip-rooted tront porch that spans the rignt halr ot the
maln west-tacing facade and which teatures a gablet that is positioned above the
pairea original wooaen entrance doors on the ftacade. It is bellevea that the Horner
house repiaced an earllier and smaller nouse on this lot. ‘The steep slope ot tne
rear part or the lot made iT necessary to site the new house well forward and close
to the street. The exterior of this house 1s still in a highly intact state today
despite having pbeen converted into two apartments atter worlia war I{.

Frank 5. Horner purcnasea the earlier house on thls site in 1885 wnen he was a
printer with the Wisconsin State Journal newspaper. By tne time he built his new
house, however, he had become the manager of the bicyclist department of a local
business nouse. HOrner's house wasS SO0.La TO new owners in 1¥Y4 and in 1904 1t was
purchased by Adolph Glenz (Ll874-1931), who would soon atter pe named vice-president
ot the Menges Pharmacy Co. ot Madison, a position ne would retain until his death in
1931, at which time he was stil!l residing in his Gorham Street nome.*+

Another earliy example or the Queen Anne style in tne aistrict 1s locarted just a tew
doors east of the Horner nouse at bb3 #£. Gornam St. This is the Henry & Anna
Fletcher house, which was bullt in 1895 on the southwest corner ot k. Gorham and N.
glount streets and wnich 3ais0 repiaced the original house that was Located on this
lot. ‘Ine rletcner house 1S a LwO-SCOry rectilinear pian gabie-rooted building
having a tull-width front-facing gable end. {ts most distinctive teature 1s tne
characteristic two-story rectllinear canted tower that 1s attached to the northwest
corner ot the main block. ‘fhe Fletcher house has a cut stone tounaation, walils
that are clad 1in clapboard, and a simple asphait shingle-covered gable root whose
overhanging boxed eaves are supported by palred brackets. A broad band of tisn
scale wood shingles enclrcies the house between 1ts first and secong stories ana tne
same shingles are also used to cover the main gable ends as well. Here too, the
very steep siope ot the lot dictated placing the house ailmost all the way to the
front.

Henry Fletcher was a retired farmer when he built tnis house if 1845 and he (ana
later, nis estate) owned the house until 1926, when it passed into other hands.**
Shortly after building his new house Fletcher built two and possibly three other
income-producing houses on the remainder of his original lot as well.*® By 1898,
sanborn-Perris maps show that the two houses next door at 317 and 314 N. Blount St.

31 City of Madison Tax Rolls and Madison City Directories. See also Wisconsin

State Journal, March 2, 1931, for an obituary of Adolph Glenz.

*2 City ot Madison Tax Rolls and Wisconsin State Journal, December 31, 1895,

+? Fire Insurance Maps of Madison, Wisconsin. New York: Sanborn-rPerris Map Co.,
1898. The possibility exists that the house now known as 651 E. Gorham St. is
actually the much remodeled original house on this lot and that Fletcher either had
it moved over or built next door to it when he constructed his own house at 653.
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and the house next door at 651 E. Gornham St. had also been constructed. Fletcher's
own house 1s still a singie tamily residence today ana 1t continues to be well
maintained and largely intact.

One ot the aistrict's latest examples of the Queen Anne style is the Thomas (. and
Hannanh Murray house at 51> g. Gorham St., which was built in 1908, when the original
lot on wnich 1t sits was subdividea.+* ‘he two-Story Murray house has a rectilinear
plan, exterior walls that are ciad in clapboard, and it is sheltered by a large
asphait shingle-ciad hlp root that has gabie-rooted doImers facing west ana north
ang wide overnangilng eaves tnat are supported Dy exposed ratter ends. ‘I'ne main
tacade races nortn onto . Gorham street and 1t 1S asyvmmetrical in design and three-
pays-wide, wilth the lert-hana bavy belng a Cwo-story polygonal bavy window. A one-
STOry sned-rooted Iront DOrcn spans the other two Days ana 1ts IOCI 15 SUppOrted oy
triple ‘Tuscan Uraer coLumns at eacn corner. in Terms Or styie, tne rather rorma:
Murray nouse 1S a Transitional WOrk that nas much 1n COmmon with COntemporary
American roursgquare designs. The buliding has now been converted 1NTO Severai
apartments Dut 1ts extTerior 1S still 1n highiv originai ana very gooc conaition.

in 19U8, T. Gibbs Murray was the well Known and highiy respectea vice-president or
the Burdick & Murray Co., one 0Of Madison's premler dry gooas stores. Murray ang nis
wife Hannan Herturth Murray, wno was a daugnter ot Theodore Herturth S5r. and wno
grew up in the previously mentioned house at /U3 k. Gorham St., lived 1n tneir new
house until 1927, when tney moved to the nearby village of Maple Bluff.

Subsequently their house was occupied by a rooming house and it served tor many
years as the home and offices of Dr. M. A. and Dr. Ruth Foster.*®

shingle Style

While many UQueen Anne style residences in Madison exhibit shingle Style influences,
there are only a tew true examples of the style here. One of the best examples is
the Frederick & Grace Conover house at 435 N. Paterson 5t. in the ¥Kourth Lake Ridge
Historic District. The Conover house was built in 190l on a large lot tnat borders
on Lake Mendota.*® The architect of the house is unknown, but. it is tempting to
ascribe it to Allan L. Conover, a prominent Madison architect of the period and a
relative of the Conovers. The house is two-and-a-halt stories in height, is almost
square in plan, has shingle-covered exterior walls, and it is sheltered by a cross
gambrel root that is clad in asphalt shingles. The main facade taces west onto N.
Paterson St. and its entire first story is spanned by a one-story open wooden porch
that -is supported by four ''uscan Order columns.

++ City ot Madison 7ax Rollis.
15 Baas, Alexius. ‘The Capital Times. October 2Z, 1Y52.
+v wisconsin State Journal. January 4, 1Y0Z.
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‘'he use of shindgle-clag exterior walls, a gambrel roof, ana classically derived
coilumns on the Conover nouse are ali characteristic teatures ot tne sShingie style.
'ne architectural siqgnificance ot the house 1S enhanced py 1its nighiy original and
well maintained condition. Frederick King conover (185/-1lvZ7; was tor many years
the court reporter Ot tne Wisconsin Supreme Court and was a memper Ot one ot
Madison's toremost earlv ramilies, his tather, Prot. U. M. Conover, naving been a
prominent early member oOf the UW Law Scnooi faculty. H1s tfine house remains a
single family residence to thils day.

Bungalow Stvyie

The district contains reiatlvely few exampies or this widespreaa styie put among
them 1s an 1mportant group of four small houses designea Dy tora ‘futtie, the oniy
identitieg woman Dullding designer who worxed in Madison petore the end 0Ot wWorid war
[. These four houses were bullt as a specuitatlive venture oy ¥rank Harl, a prominent
Madison attorney and one or the three men responsible tor the supaivision activity
1n the dlstrict that resuited in the creatlon of Prospect Piace and washburn PLace
in 1900. {n 1909 Hall movea his own house, then located at 841 Prospect Place,
across the street to a laxeside 1ot (847 Prospect Place) where 1t stiil is today,
ana 1in the tollowing year ne decided to subdivide his earlier 10T into tour smaller
ones on whicn he couid build speculative housing. For nis designer Hail chose Cora
futtle, who was then WOrKing 1n hls oriice as a drattsperson and whose recent work
as a designer ot several outstanding Crartsman style Bungalow nouses in Maaison was
well Known to him. ‘I'he newiy subdivided lot was callea kussell Walk since three ot
the tour houses ‘futtlie designed (414, 416, and 4720 Russell walk) were accessed trom
Prospect Piace solely by a shared semi-public walkway (none of tne tour houses have
a garage), while the fourth house became the new ¥4l Prospect Place. All tour were
designeda by ‘Tuttle in 1911 and built by local bullder Charles way. KEach was
initially owned by Hall and was rented out until a buyer was tound.

kach of these tour houses 1s either square or rectilinear in pian and aill are one-
and-a-haitt stories in heignt. Wide overhanging eaves with exposed ratter ends are
also teatures that are common to each building as are large roof dormers and a tull
or partial front porcn. Each one 1s distinctliy ditferent in design, however, and
they display ditferent combinations ot wall claading materials; 841 Prospect Place
being clad in stucco, 420 and 4l6 in clapboard and stucco, and 414 in clapboard and
brick. Fortunately, despite dittering degrees ot maintenance, the exteriors of all
four houses are still in largely original condition today. Together, they
constitute a rare examp1?7ot architecturally notabie speculative housing in the
Isthmus area of Madison.

7 Shockely; R. Jay. "California Bungalow and Its Influence in Madison."
Madison: Journal of Historic Madison, Vol. IV, No. 2, 1978, pp. 2-9.
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American Foursguare

The appearance of the American koursquare style in the district toliowed the
subdivision activity that pegan to transform parts of it atter the turn of the
century. The district contains a number ot examples of the style including several
that nave now been resided and converted into rental housing. A few survive 1intacet,
however, and the William & Clara Smith house at 81/ ¥. Gorham St. 1s a goog,
representative example ot these houses. ‘'he two-story Smith house nas a rectilinsar
plan and was built in 1913 on the east half of a lot that had been previously
subdivided.*® ‘The house nas exterior walls whose first story 1s clad in clilappoaras
and whose second Story 1S €iad 1n wWood shindles. Aspnalt shingles cover the hipped
main root; hippead roor aormers face north, east, and west. The two-bay-wlide maln
racade of the house races northi ONto kast Gorham Street and 1TS I1XSt STOrXy 15
sheltered by a tull-wiath shed root rront porch. Like Other nouses witnin tne
district on this side Or ¥. Gorham Street, the Smith house 1S positioned ciose Lo
the front sidewalXk and respects the sethack of its earlier neiaghbors, even thoudn
The rear portion of 1its 10T 15 almOSt fiat at this DOlnct.

william Smith was a CclLerx at tne main post ortfice when N135 nouse was DULLT and ne
continued to live here untili LYZ', wnen the house passed 1nto other nhanas. ‘l'he
nouse continued to serve as a silngle tamily house LOr many years but 1Tt has since
been subdivided 1into Two unlts. LTS exterior, nowever, 1S Stiil 1in gooa, largely
originai condition.

A larger and somewhat more sophisticated exampie ot the same style is the Kussell &
Nettle Hargraves house at 4l6 Castle Place. The Hargraves house was built in 13U7
and it is a rare example ot a house ot this style designed by the prominent Madison
architectural tfirm of Claude and Starck.+® The design of tnis two-story house is
essentially quite similar to that of tne Smith house except for the tact that it is
larger and square in plan. The exterior walls of the Hargraves house are clad in
clapboard and they are sheltered by the hipped main roof, which is coverea in
asphalt shingles and which has tour hipped root dormers that tface north, south, east
and west. The symmetrical three-bay-wide main facade faces east onto Castle pPlace
and its first story is sheltered by a fuil-width flat-rootfed front porch that is
supported by four Tuscan Order columns. An additional feature of this house 1is a
two-story polygonal pay that is placed at the rear (west) end of the south-facing
side elevation. The house has been well preserved and it is in very good, highly
original condition today. It is still a single family residence.

Russell Hargraves was a mechanical ana electrical engineer who was working tor the
Gisholt Machine Company when he built nis new house. He lived here intermittently
until his death and Mrs. Hargraves livea nere until at least 1939.

18 City ot Madison ‘ax Rolls.
12 yWisconsin State Journal. December 3§, 1907. 0Original plans in the
possession of the owner.
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Progressive/Pralrie Scnoo!

1t 1s fitting that the most signiticant group or buirldings 1in the rourth Lake Ridge
Historlc District should bDe those assoclated with the Prairie school style since the
now demollshead house 1n whlch krank Lloya Wwright spent nls boyhood once sStood on tne
corner ot E. Gorham and N. Livingston streets where the Progressive style Adolpnh
Kayser house (8UZ E. Gorham St.) now stands and the now demollshed school that
wWright attended, tnen known as the Second ward sScnool, once stood on the Site now
occupied Dy the Prailrile school style Lincoln School (/2U k. Gorham St.).~<Y Both oI
these later bullidalngs and nearly all or the district's other Pralrie 5chool style
buildings are the wWOrk or & singie Madison arcniltecturai tirm, Claude and Starck.
‘'ne district contains sixteen bulldings that are xnown designs ot tnls firm ana
several otners that are probably theirs as well. ‘logether they constitute the
largest single concentration of Claude and Starck designs 1n the city. ‘'hese
puiildings aate from l9Ul-1%i7 ana thelr d4eslgns range trom earily ones rerlecting tne
the Progressive style and the emerging Period revival styles CO mature vrairie
School designs, which are the Dest Known wWorks Ot the rirm.

The earllest of the tfirm's Prairie School style designs in the district 1s the
imposing brick construction rrogressive style Acolipn and Hedwig Kayser house at U2
E. Gorham St. (NRHP L1/28/80}, wnich was built in lyUl and retlects the intluence or
the works of Chicago Prairie School architect Gecrage W. Maher. In the following
year, Louis W. Claude, the principal designer of tne firm, buillt a house Of nis own
at 831 Prospect Place.+* C(laude's house, which is located on the southeast corner
of Prospect Place and Wasnburn Place, is perhaps the least impressive example ot the
firm's work in the district, it being essentially a two-story tront gable Crattsman
style-infiuenced building clad in stucco and false half-timber work. Never-the-
less, this was stilli Claude's own house and within a decade 1t woulda be all but
surrounded by larger and finer houses of his design. One of these is the Paul &
Louella Warner House (424 Washburn Place) wnich was built in 1Y1lU directly across
Washburn Place from the Claude house.<4? Warner was a prominent Madison businessman
and 1nsurance company owner. His house 1s one ot the best examples of Claude &
Starck's simplitied version ot an earlier 'fudor Revival-inspired design by Frank
Lioya Wrignt; the tirst Nathan G. Moore house in 0ak rark, lllinols. %These large
two-story side-gabled rectilinear plan houses are characterized by stucco and tailse
half-timber-clad second stories. ‘'they have roughly symmetrical main’ tacades whose
most prominent teatures are two large second story oriel windows that terminate in
gable-rooted dormers. 1in addition, the first story ot the Warner house is clad in
horizontal board and batten and many of its windows exhibit fine art glass

ornamentation.

%29 gprague, Paul E. (kEd.). Frank Lloyd Wright in Magison: Eiqht Decades of

Artistic and Socilal Interaction. Madison: Elvehjem Museum ot Art, 1989, pp. lu-15.
21 Wisconsin State Journal. January 3, 1903.
22 Wisconsin State Journal. March 18, 1910. See also, Madison Democrat.

September 11, 1910.
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Just across Prospect Place trom the Ciaude and warner houses on the Lake Mendota
shore are TtwWo Of the firm's more dlstinguished Pralrie S5chool designs, the George &
Elizabeth Gary House (818 Prospect Place) and the Dr. Charles vilas house (822
Prospect Place). The two-story rectilinear plan Gary house was built in 1909. 1t
has a brick-clad first story, a stucco-clad secona story, and an asphalt shingle-
clad side gable root wnose very wide, overhanging eaves nave stucco-covered
soffits.<? ‘The maln tfacade of the house taces south onto Prospect Place and bands
of windows span both its tirst and second stories. 1in addition, a flat canopy
suspended Dby chains spans the widtnh ot tne facade and acts as a roof for the rull-
wiath tront terrace just peiow. (eorge Gary (?-i9y3>) was a tobacco company
executive when he built this rine nouse and hls wite, Elizabeth Vilas Gary, was a
relative or Dr. Charles H. Viias, wno bulilt his own npouse next door 1n the same year
(the two houses were once connectea by an unaergrouna tunnel).

pr. Charies viias (1i¥4b-1i¥/U) was a memper Or Maalson's MOST distingulshed ana
wealthiest tamily and was a prominent pnysiclan, phlianthroplst, and 3 onetime
memper or the Hoara ot redents Ot the Unlverslty OI W1SCOonsin.<* ‘'I'he excelient one-
and-a-halr story 1lrreqular pian house that Clauge & Starck designed rOr V1iias owes
more than a little TtO KFrank Lloya Wrignt's aesign tor The warren H1CKOX nouse (i300)
1n Kankakee, lllinois.<® ‘'fhe Vilas house 1S one-and-3a-halt stories tall ana
teatures a '-pian main biock and a large otftset rear eil. ‘fhe fouse nas a raised
brick veneer-covered toungatlon ana 1ts walls are claa 1n stucco decorated with
several encircling wooden beltcourses. The tirst story windows are generally
arranged 1n triple groups and the exterior walls are sneltered by a multi-gable root
tnat 1s covered 1n asphait shingies and having very wlde overhanglng eaves Wwith
stucco-covered softits. ‘''he whole design is one ot Claude ana Starck's most
distinctive works.

At the opposite end of Prospect Place, facing each other at the end of N. Paterson
street, are two of the best ot Claude and Starck's later residential designs, the
James A. Jackson Jr. house (44U N. Paterson Street), built in 1417, and the Howard
and Mary Thomas house (441 N. Paterson Street), built in 1916-17.2¢ Both of these
houses are clad in brick and have rectilinear main Dlocks whose main facades tace
onto Paterson Street. Both have one-story sunporches attached to their north
elevations that overlook Lake Mendota and garages attached to their south
elevations. Here the similarities end, however, the hip-rooted Jackson house being
clearly influenced by the Colonial Revival style while the side gable-roofed Thomas
house reflects the Prairie School. ‘Tnhe Jackson house has ten-over-one light
windows, a centered, classically inspired main entrance vestibule that is

%3 Orr, Gordon D. Jr. "Louis W. Claude: Madison Architect of the Prairie
School." Chicago: Prairie School Review, Vol. XIV, p. 25. An entire issue devoted
to tnis architect.

2+ Madison Democrat. Novemper 23, 1920. Obituary of Charles H. Vvilas.

2% Qrr, Goraon Db. Jr. Op. Cit., p. ll.

2s {bid, p. 26.
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surmounted by a poiygonai bav window, and overnanging eaves whose exposed ratter
ends suggest the denticuiation tound on more styitisticaily correct examples ot thne
Coloniai Revival style. 'The tacade or the Thomas house, though, wnlie egually
symmetrical 1h aeslgn, teatures grouped single 1ight casement windows (which may not
be original to the nousej and a maln entrance whose carved stone surround and
segmental-archea lintel appear to have Deen 1nspired by tne designs or George W.
Maher. 1in aadition, the ‘''homas nouse root alsoc has deeply overhanging eaves with
sorrits covered in tongue and 4grocve wood Doards ana the pointeg arci attlC W1nAows
in the gable ends are very S1mLlar to those found on tne Vilas nouse.

Almost all ot the C(laude ana STtarck nouses described so far are still single tfamily
residences,are in an excellent, highly 1lntact state, and were the flrst nhouses DULlLT
on thelr lots. Most ot the other opuilldings in the district designec Dy this rlrm
are also largeiy intact as well aithough onLy a few are Still single ramily
residences. ln aacition, ail the Claude ana Starck-designed bulldings that rfront on
Gorham street replaced earlier ana usually smaller bulldings on the same Lots. Some
of these builaings, such as the Adolpn Kayser house at ¥UZ K. Gorham street, LInCco.Ln
school at 720 E. Gorham 5St., and the Wiiliam Coliins house at JjuU4 &, Gornam St., are
alreaay listed individually 1n the NkHP. uUne that 1s not, however, 1S the tine
Cornelius and Anna Collins house at 646 K. Gorham St., Dbullt in lYyus a tew doors
down trom the slightly later nouse ot Collins' brother and business Dartner,
William. Thls nouse 1s the pest example of a design that tne firm used on a number
of houses in Madison that all occupy narrow urban lots. These houses reature a
tall, side-gabled two-and-a-nalf-story mailn block whose exterior is typlcally clad
in either brick, like the Coilins house, or in stucco. ‘ypically, the tirst story
of the usually symmetrical main facade of these houses is wholly or partiaily
covered by a shed roof front porch that is supported by massive wooa posts, the
second story features a broaa band of windows, and there are one or two gable rooted
dormers on tne front-facing siope ot the root. All ot these teatures are present on
the Corneiius Collins house, whicnh, although now subdivided into several apartments,
Still retains must of 1ts elaborate interior wooawork and 1ts leaded glass
windows ., <7

Crattsman Style

Many of the Claude and Starck buildings in the district, such as the,Cornelius
Collins house (and perhaps the Perl Fish house), can be said to have designs that
are as related to the Craitsman style as to the Prairie School style. ‘he same 1s
also true of the Bungalow style Kussell Walk houses designed by Cora ‘tuttle. The
district's finest example ot Craftsman style, however, 1is the excellent group ot

%7 Interestingly enough, an almost identical house is locatea in the district
at 422 Castle Place. This is the stucco-clad Perl & Anna Fish house, built in
1915. 'The similarity ot design suggests that it too is a Claude and Starck work,
although this contention is still unsubstantiated.
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twelve apartment buiidings known as the Norris Court Apartments. These buildings
were alil Dullt between 1915 and 1YZ24. +They consist 0f three rour-unit builaings
(3ub, 3ii, ana 317 Norris Court), three eight-unit buildings (30b, 31Z, ana 3ld
Norris Court), three ten-unit builaings (30L, 30Z, and 324 Norris Court), one twenty-
unit building tnat 1s actually two ten-unit buildings Linked py a two-story hyphen
to torm a singie U-plan buliding (330 and 336 Norris Court), and two smaller
rectilinear pian buildings that have garages in their first stories and an apartment
in tneir second story (3UY and 313 Norris Court).*® |n addition, two of the
buildings that nave side elevations Dordering East Jonnson Street (305 and 306
Norris Court) have one-story bricKk-ciad rectilinear plan retall store wings attacnea
TO them that tront onto that street. All or the puiidings in the complex share a
common design, whicnh consists of a rectilinear plan, brown brick-ciad exterior
walis, aspnalt-snhingle-ciad hip roofs having a single hipped root dormer and wide
overhanging eaves, and Slx-Oover-one-i11Qnht doubDie nung windows arranged most
typically in groups ot twos and threes. Several have a main entrance door that has
a massive cut stone surround surmounted by a tlattenec segmental arcn neaaq eiement.
he design 15 sSimple and 1S complerely witnhout nistoric reterences.

fhis multi-buliding complex occuples most of the west nhait ot Block lbs, wnlch is
bounaed by k. Gorham, N. Paterson, k. Jonnson, and N. Brearly streets. [ts
construction resuited in the demolltion Of a numner or eariler pulidings. ‘tne
NOrris Courts Apartments were developed on an incremental basis, beginning in iYid,
by Harvey K. Nicnhols {1lsgl-1953), a Madison real estate dealer who developed several
of the city's earliest multi-unit residential puildings 1in the 191U and eariy

192Us. Nichols nired tocal buillder/architect Kugene H. Marks to design the filrst
buiiding (305) in the complex.?98 ‘fhis two-story Craftsman style building set the
pattern tor all the builadings that tollowed. Ultimately, five more bullaings were
erected (306, 311, 312, 317, and 318) tacing onto a landscaped green space called
Norris Court--the heart ot the compiex. 51X others were then added around them
between 1923 and 1924, resulting in a qulet 0asis complete with its own mews and
shops, located between two of the isthmus' busiest streets. Yhe signiticance ot the
complex is heightened by its highly original and well maintained condition.

Georgian Revival

Although the district is most signiticant architecturally tor its early twentietn
century buildings designed in the various progressive styles it also has a
scattering of tine buildings that represent the various period revival styles.
Several of them were built before World War [ and the earliest and most impressive

%28 The basic plan of these buildings consists of four units (two per story)
over a raised basement story. Buildings having more units are ot the same size but
each of the tour units is subdivided in two, creating an eignht-unit building, while
the ten-unit buildings have two basement apartments as well.

29 City ot Maaison Building Permits.
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ot these 1s the Georgian Revival style Lucius and Marion Fay house at 844 Prospect
Place, built in 1%0Ll. ‘he ray house 1s rectilinear in plan, two-and-a-halt stories
in height, and 1t is claa 1in clapboards and sheltered by an asphalt shingle-clad nip-
and-deck root. 'This simple description, however, belies the elaborateness Or the
overall design. kach of the buiiding's four corners is covered by flutea [onic

Oraer two-story-tali pliasters anda laentlcal pilasters trame the eages or a large,
very shallow two-story gabie-rootfed pavilion that is centered on the maln south-
racing tacade. Spanning the wiadth of the rirst story Or thnls paviiion 1S a one-
story tlat-roofed open entrance porch that shelters the maln entrance door, wnlcn 15
tilanked Dy siceilgnts that nave Clrcular muntins arrangdec in a lLinked chaln aesian.
‘he porcn root 1S supported Dy tour lonlc Urder columns and 1TS roor 1S eqagea Dy &
wood balustrade system tnat lncliludes pedestals ana shaped palusters. ‘he main root
0L the house has overnanglng eaves tnat are enricned with smail modillion Dracgerts,
pelow wnich is piaceac a gentii bana. ‘'ne outline or thls root 1S enriched HY naving
three gable-roofed pedimented dormers facing east and three more L3CiNg west above
the side elevations. ‘'he result 1S a house that, whlle tacking 1n StriCt h1sTOrical
accuracy, 1s never-the-less an excellent example or early perioc revival aesign.

Lucius M. Fay (l850-19U3) ilived 1n his new nouse to0r Only a year bperore nis ceatnh in
1903, ray had been associated with the Madison DemoCrat newspaper and printing
company as editor, business manager, and part owner tfrom ls/o - l¥Ys, a position
that brought him wealth ana influence in tne city. ?°® Atter retiring from tne active
management ot the paper ray became one ot the originators ot the Wisconsin Lilte
Insurance Co. He was also one of the developers of the Prospect Place Supdivision,
which alliowed him to cnoose one ot the best lots tor himselt, overlooking Lake
Mendota. For his architect Fay chose the firm of €laude and Starck, who were
building the equally elaborate but quite difterent Adolph Kayser nouse a block away
at 802 k. Gorham Street in the same year.-=Y ‘The Kay house is still a single tamily
home today and its signiticance is enhanced by its very intact state and excellent
condition.

Another fine but less elaporate example ot the early Georgian Revival style in the
district is tne Joseph E. and Emlen Davies house at 428 N. Livingston Street, built
in 1907 on another lot overlooking Lake Mendota.=®! ‘'his two-story nouse 1S also
rectilinear in plan, clad in clapboard, has (plain) corner pilasters, and has a hip
roof with overhanaing eaves supported by modillion blocks. ‘'he detarling, though is
considerably less elaborate than that of the Fay house and the centered main
entrance on its east-facing main tacade, while well done and crowned with an
elegantly curved balconet, is nowhere near as impressive. Nevertheless, the Davies
house is a tine representative example of its style and period. Although somewhat
altered (it now contains several condominium units), it is still in a largely intact
state and is in good condition.

290 Madison Democrat. June 30, 1903. Obituary of Lucius M. kay.
30 Orr, Gordonm D., Jr. Op. Cit., p. 21.
31 Wisconsin State Journal. becember 3, 1907.
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Joseph E. pavies (L876-1958) was a highiy successtul corporate lawyer in Madison
when he ana nis wilte, kmien Knlght bavies, Tne daugnter ot a wealthy wisconsin
lumpber ramily, buillt theilr new house. It 1S believed that the house was the desidn
0of the short-lived Madison archiltectural tirm of Jennings and Kronenberg. An extant
arawing orf an earlier scheme tor tne buliding by tnis firm suggests that the bavies'
were originally considering a much more elaporate (though not larger) design in tne
same style but chose instead to build the less elaborate one that exists today.?*“

Another Georgian Kevival house 1n the alstrict ana one exhibiting a mucn greater
sense of h1storic and styllSTiC accuracy 1s the Minorah Kubly house at 637 E. Gornam
St., buiit in 1YZ5. The elegant two-story Kubly house has an L-plan (there 1s a
rear ell behina the rectilinear main block) and it is claa in a rose tone prick ana
nas a slde gablea root that 1s covered 1n riat tilles. ‘he main north-racing Gornam
Street facade 1s symmetrical and tive-bays-wide. fTnne centered entrance door 1s
sfieltered by a beautitully detailed, tlat-roofed, sliagntiy bowed entrance vestibule
whose outer opening 15 partially rramed by two slender ‘tuscan urder columns placeg
1n antils with regard to the slde walls ot the vestibule. 'he £1IST STOILY W1NAOWS
that flank the entrance are nine-over-nine light double hung wooa sash Dlaced in
openings that nave bplind semi-clrcular tvmpani piacea above them while all the
second story windows have s1x-over-six L1igit double nung wood sasn. In adadition,
there 1s also a sun porch that spans the tull width ot the west-racing siae
elevation ot the house.

Minorah Kubly was the widow or Vincent Kubly (i1874-1925), who was a partner in the
very prominent Madison hardware firm or Woltfr, Kubly, and Hirsig. 'The Kublys' were
living at 81U K. Gorham St. when they declded to build a new house two DLOCKS away
on a lot that, while located on the south side ot Gorham St., stili gave them lake
views across the street. in order to build their new house the existing house on
the lot was demolished or moved elsewhere. ‘The Kublys then retained Madison
architect Frank Riley, wnho was the best ot the Maaison's period revival designers,
to design their new home.** Vincent Kubly died during the construction of his new
house, but his widow and children decided to move in anyway and they continued to
occupy it tor a number of years atterwards.’f

Tudor Revival

»

Although many of the Claude and Starck-designed buildings in the district exhibit
Tudor Revival styile features such as half-timber work that enframes stucco wall
panels, true Tudor Revival style buildings do not appear in the district until atter

*2 Ferdinand Kronenberqg Collection. In the possession of Mr. Gary Tipler, of

Madison, WI.

33 City of Madison Building Permits.

34 Wisconsin State Journal. March 17, 1925. Obituary of Vincent Kubly. Also,
Madison City Directories.
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World War I[. All three ot them are tne work of a single Madison arcnitect; Henry T.
pysland.

The most visibie example 1n the district is the three-story six-unit bwyer
Apartments building at 745 E. Gorham St., built in 1930.°% nis bullding is
rectilinear in plan, its rirst two stories are clad in a limestone veneer, and the
thira story is clad in false halt timper worx and wall panels tfilled with brick. OUn
the symmetrically desiagned north-tacing main Gorham Street tacade this wall
treatment 1s extended SClil rurtner upwara to cover the gabie ends of two massive
wall dormers that span mOsSt OI the wldtn OI Tne tacade. Winaows are grouped
througnhout the puilding and those on tne main tacade cConsist Of Lilve-window groups
{one group tor each apartment), €ach Window Of wnich nas aouble Nungd nine-gver-nine
L19nT sash whose panes are held 1n place with leaa cames. ‘'I'ne Dulriding 1s sneitered
by a muiti-gapie roor thnat 1s coverea 1n aspnalt shingies ana iarge multi-riue
chimney sStacks are placed at eitner side or the bullding, E3ach rio0r €ONtains two
apartments, ail Oof which nave 3 1iV1Ng YOoOm wlth a wooa-Durning rirepiace, and the
apartments on the twWo upper stories pota have lake views as well. in 3cdition, a
tour-car garage 1S ltocated in the basement story ot the buildinag.

Dyslana also designed a tine ‘Tudor Revival style single-tamily residence in the
district for Arthur uU. and Loulse Fox, which was bullt at b4b> k. sorham street next
door to tne Minoran Kubly house, in 19Y3Ll.4°® The rox house is 1rregular in plan and
the rectilinear plan main block is one-and-a-halt stories in height. ‘The real size
ot the house is not i1mmediately apparent, however, because the rear portion ot the
house, which 1s almost three tuil stories tall, descends the steep downwara siope ot
the lot behind the house. 'The main block is clad in sandstone and its walls are
sheltered by a side-gabled slate roof that has two north-tacing gable root dormers.
A small one-story sandstone clad ell is attached to the west-facing side eievation
of the main block and a massive sandstone chnimney mass covers almost the whole west
wall of this ell. The main facade of the house faces north onto Gorham Street and
it teatures a deeply inset arched entrance that is tianked by a very shalliow
polygonal pay window to the left and a four window group to the right. *This house
is still in very good condition today even though it has now been converted into
apartments.

Arthur 0. Fox was a member of one ot Dane County's oldest and most prominent
tamilies and by 1931 had retired atter a long and varied business career in Madison
and elsewhere. Among other things, Fox was a tounder and onetime general manager ot
the Northern Electrical Manufacturing Co. in Madison, and was on the board of
directors of at least two Madison banks besides.”?? In order to build his new house
t'ox demolished the previous house on the site, which had once been occupied by
Victor Wayman, a Madison tlorist who kept a greenhouse at tne rear ot tnis lot.

4% City ot Madison Building Permits.
2% Ibid.
37 Madison Past and Present. Madison: Wisconsin State Journal Co., 19062, p.

99.
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state signiticance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and
areas and periods of signiticance noted above.

signiticanc

The proposed Fourtn Lake RrRiage Historic District 1s a residential aistrict that
stretches along and overlooks the Lake Mendota shore in the citv of Madison between
the already listed Sherman Avenue Historic District (NBHP - 3//£2/88) and the Mansion
Hill Historic bistrict (DOE - Y9/5/84), wnich is beina listed concurrently. The
Fourth Lake Ridge Historic District was identified by the Madison lntensive Survevy
in 1995 a being a potential historic district having local significance under
National Register (NR) criterion €. Research was undertaken to assess the potential
tor nominating the district to the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)
utilizing the NR signiticance area ot Architecture, a theme which is also identitied
in the state of Wisconsin's Cultural Resource Management Plan (CRMP). This researcn
centered on evaluating the resources within the district utilizing the Gothic
Revival, Italianate, Queen Anne, Shingle Style, Colonial Revival, Prairie School,
American Craftsman, American Foursquare, Bungalow, and Period Revival Styles
subsections of the Architectural Styles study unit of the CRMP. The results of this
research is detailed below and shows that the Fourth Lake Ridge Historic District,
which already contains four buildings individually listed in the NRHP, is locally
significant under NR Criterion C as an architecturally and historically important
collection of mostly residential buildings that together constitute a well-defined
and visually distinct geographic and historic entity.

M

This district is comprised of 131 contributing resources and 11 non-contributing

ones. The contributing resources include fine representative examples of the most
popular styles applied to residential architecture in Madison during the period of
significance and also outstanding individual examples of the Gothic Revival style

38 The period of signiticance is bounded by the construction dates ot the
contributing resources in the district.
*2 Qrr, Gordon b., Jr. Op. Cit., and City ot Madison Building Permits.

“9 City of Madison Building Permits.
X _ See continuation sheet
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and shingle Style. Of special signiricance are: Russell Walk, a group or tour
Crartsman styie-intfluenced Bungalows designea Dy Cora 'futtle, Madison's tlrst known
woman designer; Norris Court, a large twelve-building Crattsman style apartment
complex; and an lmportant group ot at least ritteen houses plus the Lincoln School
building (NRHP - ¥/28/8U) that were deslgned by the Madlson architectural rirm ot
Claude and Starck. Thils last group Ot houses contains within 1T some Of Madison's
best Prairie School style houses, two of which are aiready listed in the NRHP, as
weil as other outstanding works Dy the tirm that cover the wnole randge ot their
resigential designs between 1901 ana 19t/. Individually, the district's resources
are rine examples ot arcnitectural styies and vernacular IOrms that were 1important
in Madison during the period ot significance and a number are the tinest examples
tounda by the Madison Intensive Survey. Collectively, these puliaings are notable
architecturally because they Cypify the stylistic and hlstoric evolutlon ot the
district and ot the larger area around it. buring this period many (but DY no means
all) of the district's oidest bulldings were supplantea oy later, Larger, and
generally more tasnionably up-to-date ones, a trena that resulteaq in a dlstrict that
1S now as notabie for its stylistic diversity as for 1ts historic continuity.

Historic Context

An excellent general history ot the city of Madison up to World war | is contained
1n the DOOK Madison: A HISTOry of tne rormative Years, wrltten by vavig V,
Mollenhort,** and a detallea nistory ot the city and 1its bullt resources 1s also
embodied in the City of Madison Intensive Survey Report, printed in 1995, 422
Consequently, the historic context that tollows deals primarily with the history ot
the district itself and with the immediate surrounding area.

As noted in Section 7, the land 1n the district 1s part ot James D. boty's originai
plat of the City of Madison, surveyed and drawn by Green Bay surveyor J. V. Suydam
in 1836. ©voty's piat was a hasty (and successful) attempt to place the state
capitol on land he controlled and it was typical ot its time in that 1t overlaid the
topography of the land with a relentless grid ot streets. ‘This grid is broken only
by the Capitol Square itself and by the four streets tnat radiate out from its
corners and cut across the gria. One of these raalating streets 1is N. Hamilton St.,
which begins at the north corner of the square and ends at its point of intersection
with K. Gorham St., which point is one block away from the district's southwest

end. The district, therefore, begins five blocks north of the north corner of the
Capitol Square, the commercial and civic heart ot the city and the site ot the
Wisconsin State Capitol building.

*2> Mollenhoff, David V. Madison: A History of the Formative Years. Dubuque:

Kendall/Hunt Publishing Co., 1982.
42a Rankin, Katherine H. and Timothy F. Heggland. Madison Intensive Survey
Report. Madison: City of Madison Department or Planning and Development, 1995. Two

Volumes.
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The earliest buiiaing aeveliopment in Madison was concentrated around the east corner
0f the Capitol Sguare (whose corners correspond to the cardinal points ot the
compass) and along both sides of King and E. Main streets. By the late 1840s,
thougn, new construction was spreading outwara around the square trom this corner
and along the streets lining the band of blocks surrounding the square, setting a
pattern for tuture non-resiaential growth in the Capitol Square area ot the city
that would be followed tor many years thereatter. In the meantime, residential
neignborhoods began to be establishea to the north, south, and east ot the square
and its encircling blocks, so that by the L85Us, Madison had developed a bullding
pattern in which commercial and residential areas were 1ncreasingly well aetinea.

Until 1846 settiement in Madlson was concentrated on the southeast side Ot
Capitol Hill. However, by 1856 settlement coverea all ot Capitol Hiil ana
Madison pecame a city ot four hills: Capitol Hill; what is now often called
"Mansion Hili"; prourth Lake Ridge; and Third Lake Riage. Generally,
residential growth was limited to reasonable walking distance. [(House| Ads
appearing 1n newspapers ot the l¥bUs commonly stipulated that the home bDe
within twenty minutes' walking distance or no more than three-rourths of a mile
trom the Capitol.42?b :

Growth was not egual on each 0f these rour "nilils," nowever, since tnhe ‘Yhird ana
Fourth Lake Rlages were still too distant trom the square to attract much
development activity in the early l¥bUs ana Madison's population had not yet qrown
to a polnt where all the avallable land near the square had been occupied. BY mid-
decade, though, this began to change. OUne generator ot change, at least ror the
Third Lake Ridge area, was the tact that Williamson Street, the main thoroughtare in
the area, was also the main road from Madison to Milwaukee. Another was the arrival
in 1869 of the Milwaukee Road railroad, whose route ran along both the Lake Monona
(third Lake) shoreline at the southern base of Capitol Hill and also along the
northern base of the Third Lake Ridge as it made its way across the isthmus. This
made the tlat land around the intersection of South Blair Street and the railroaad
tracks a natural site for Madisons' third railroad station while tne flat land at
the base ot the Third Lake Riage became the logical choice tor those seeking to
develop warehousing and manufacturing facilities. As a result, new businesses were
built on the land adjacent to the tracks and houses were occupied by the people who
owned and worked in them were built on the Third Lake Ridge and along the Lake
Monona shore including the spectacular but now-demolished three-and-a-halt-story-
tall stone Octagon Style house of Governor Leonard J. Farwell, built in 1854 on

Spaight Street.=*?

426 Mollenhoff, David v. Op. Cit., p. 54. The now-demolished Farwell's Mill
was originally located at the entrance of the Yahara River and Lake Mendota, just to
the east of the east end 0t the sSherman Avenue Historic District, while the
university grounds begin at the point where the Bascom Hill Historic District (NRHP -
9/12/74) and the Langdon Street Historic District (NRHP - 6/26/86) adjoin.

43 A portion of this area is now listed in the NRHP as the Orton Park Historic

District (NRHP - 10/31/88).
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The 1ntervening marshland between the Third and Fourth Lake Ridges, however, and tne
greater width or tne Thira Lake Rlage and 1ts corresponaingly larger amount ot
developable land meant that the coming or the railroads benetited the Laxe Monona
side ot the isthmus much more than the Lake Mendota side.

Une of the most curious characteristics or growth during the 1346-1856 decade
was the lack ot interest in ilake property. in l#55 tne Mendota lakeshore rrom
Farwell's Milis (Tenney Park LoOCK) to the university grounds was vacant with
very few exceptions.**

Nevertheless, DV the mid-lsbus tThe kourth LaKe Kidge couid DOAst 0r having 1ts own
stone mansion. ‘rhis 1s tne outstanding Gothlc Revival style wililiam 1. Leltcn nouse
(192 E. Gornam St. NRHP - (/L8/715), wnicn was bullt in 1857 and 1s located almost
dlrectly across the 1sthmus trom the site or the KFarwell house. Leitch was a
transplanted knglishnman who came to Madlison tfrom New York in 1857 with hls wire ana
tamily, and served three one-year terms as mayor of Madison between L86Z and l¥bs.
wny Leitch chose to builld such an extravagant house in what was then a rather remote
and inconvenient location eight plocks trom the Capitol Square is not Kknown, but he
was not quite alone when he aid So. At least two earlier, smaller houses still
survive in the district; the Greek Revival styie John McFariand House at 523 k.
Gorham St., built in 1853; and the ltalianate style Robert White House at 633 &.
Gornam St., built 1n 185b, and others that have not survived existed then as welil.

wWithin three years ot Leitch's arrival in Madison he was joined in this still almost
rural setting by yet another wealthy Englishman. ‘This was Benjamin Walker, who
arrived in Madison 1n 1860 with his wife and three children. 1In 1861, wWalker built
nis own Gothic Revival style stone mansion on a large piece of property he had
purchased on the lake side ot East Gorham Street.*® This parcel was bounded by Lake
Mendota and Gorham, Brearly, and Paterson streets, and Walker's new house was
perhaps Madison's most eccentric nineteenth century residence, being his own 1idea ot
what a castle in the new world should be like. Walker's Castle, as the puilding was
locally known, eventually became an unwanted curiosity and by 1893 it nad passed
through several owners, the last of whom tore it down in that year ana built a large
Queen Anne style house (non-extant) of more conventional design in its place.*v

4+ Mollenhott, David V. Op. Cit., p. 54.

43 purrie, Daniel S. A History of Madison and the Four Lakes Country of
Wisconsin. Madison: 1874, p. 284.

*6 Mich, Daniel D. "City's Unique Ula British Castle Built Here in Pioneer
Days by Rich Englishman." Wisconsin State Journal, January 11, 1928 (illus.).
After the castle was demolished in 1833, the property was subdivided, the dividing
line being the newly created Castle Place. The western portion of Walker's original
property is included in the aistrict. Two large houses were supsequently built on
the eastern portion (both of which have now been demolished), the north half of
which is now Giddings Park while the south half is occupied by the First
Presbyterian Church, which was built in 1963.
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Despite the presence ot these two costiy nouses, however, little construction
activity occurred 1n the rFourth Lake Ridge auring the early 1¥b60s ana what there was
was mostly limited to the building otf smaller houses on the lots on the south side
of Gornam Street in the 500 and 600 blocks that were closest to the downtown.

puring the same period, though, growth in the area to the west between the tfuture
gistrict and the Capitol Square was great enough to justity the construction ot a
new school for the area's children. This was the brick-clad [talianate style-
intluenced Second Ward School building, which was designed by G. ¢. RrRandall, a
Chicago architect, and built in 1867 at a cost ot $1b,0U0 on a one-acre parcel on
the lake side ot the 7UU block ot k. Gorham Street.*’ ‘he construction ot the
school was an important event for the Fourth Lake Ridge area because it persuaded
more tamilies with school-age children to settle near the school and along the base
of the ridge on £ast Johnson Street. As & result, Dy tne Late l¥7Us, small anc
medlum SizZe houses occupled almost all ot the lots on the south side ot East Gorham
Street within the district boundaries and most of the lots on the north side or tne
500 and 00 blocks as weill. ln adaition, more substantial houses aiso began to riii
the much larger lakeside lots along the north siae or the JUU and 3BUU Dlocks or the
street as well.

Anotner event of note that occurred 1n tne area at thls time was The purchase Dy tne
City in 1881 ot the blocKk Jjust tOo the west Ot tnhe district that is bounded by N.
Frankliin, £. Johnson, N. Hancock, and k. Gorham streets (this 1s the 4UU DLOCK Of K.
Gorham) for the site of the future municipal waterworks. when the ilmpressive new
waterworks power piant building was constructed in l¥sZ, it created a break in the
otherwise unitorm march ot residential construction along E. Gorham Street and
established both a physical and a tunctional western boundary tor the neighborhood
beyond it.+®

Despite the presence of these two important institutions, though, the area now known
as the Fourth Lake Ridge remained outside the main paths of city development in the
late 1800s. Indeed, a May 27, 1888 article in the Madison Democrat newspaper
praising the building and improvements then taking place in the area east of the
city waterworks, noted that "... there are but few except thosé who live there know
much about this portion." Further confirmation of this can be seen by examining the
plat map of the city published in 1890, which shows large houses on the majority ot

47 purrie, Daniel S. Op. Cit., pp. 315-31l6. The Fourth Lake Ridge was a part
of the Second Ward of the city, which included all the land northeast of Wisconsin
Ave. and northwest of East Washington Ave. The choice of this site for the school
proved to be a fortuitous one since it anticipated the future direction of growth in
this part of the isthmus.

4% Mollenhoff, David V. Op. Cit., pp. 209-212. The original building was
replaced by a larger Prairie School style-influenced one in 1917, that was designed
by the Madison architectural firm ot Balch and Lippert. This building (400 E.
Johnson St.) was listed in the NRHP 8/18/80.
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the lakeside lots on Gorham Street within the district boundaries, middle s1ze
houses on most ot the lots on the other siae, ana smaller, more densely packed
houses on just the 500, b0U, and 7u0 blocks of E. Johnson Street at the toot ot the
ridge.*? Utherwise, development in the area was almost non-existent south ot k.
Johnson Street and east of N. Brearly Street, wnile the same map shows that the
Third Lake Ridge across the isthmus was heavily developed by that time. ‘'hat this
was so was due largely to topography and demography; the "Great Marsh" that spanned
the 1stnmus south ot the Fourth Lake Riage still acted as an ettective barrier to
development at that time anada the amount of itand around the Capitoi Square was sStill
sutticient to contain the exX1sting popuiation Ot tne C1lTyY and 1ts activities.,

By the mid-l138YUs, however, this situation beqan to change in ways tnat would be to
the aavantage orf the rourtn Lake Kildage area. Many Madlson pusinessmen ot thils
period hoped TO diverslity and enlarge the economlc base ot the Clty by bringing
industry here and the fiat lands adjacent to the rallroad Lines that crossed the
isthmus were 1deal tor their purposes provided that the marshiands could pe

drained. As a result, draining ana tilling activities in the "Great Marsn" bedgan 1n
earnest during the 18Y90s as did successtul efforts to solicit industrial
development, which led to the construction ot hunareds ot new businesses ana
residences on this previously unbuilt portion of the isthmus. ''his new construction
was a contributing tactor in the growth ot the city's overall population, which
increased from 13,000 to 19,164 between 18Y0 and 1900.2° This growth came at a
cost, though. Among other things, it intensified new construction 1in and around the
traditional residential neighborhoods adjacent to the Capitol Square, neighpornoods
that as a result were becoming increasingly dense, and to many minds, increasingly
unattractive. Consequently, many of the downtown's existing residents began to
consider moving to new home sites that were less crowded and more sightiy. OUne ot
the main hurdles to these person's moving to the Fourth Lake Ridge, the fact that
home sites there were thought to be located too tar from the Capitol Square to
permit walking to work, finmally fell in the early 1850s when a streetcar line was
constructed from the Capitol Square down N. Hamilton Street and out kast Johnson
Street as far as Baldwin Street, which is located three blocks east ot the east
boundary ot the district.®* Now, at last, those who worked downtown but who wished
to live away from this area had a means ot getting there that was unhindered by
weather and distance. The conseguences tor the Fourth Lake Ridge neighpborhood were

immediate.

By the mid-1890s, the neighborhood began to experience an upsurqge of interest 1n 1its
lots and houses and a new appreciation for their proximity to both the downtown and
the lakeshore gradually emerged. One result was that new nhouses in the popular
Queen Anne style began to appear throughout the district, some of which, such as tne
Frank S$. Horner house (715 E. Gorham St.) built 1in 1891, the Henry & Anna kletcher

43 plat Book of Dane County. Minneapolis: C. M. Foote & Co., 1890, p. 34.
39 Mollenhoff, David V. Op. Cit., p. 2b0.
51 1bid, p. 217.
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house (653 E. Gorham St.) bullt in 1895, and the E. B. Steensland House (3235 N.
Blair St.} buillt 1in LYU4, repiaced older and smailer dwellings. By 1899, a new piat
map ot Madison showed that nearly ali or the original lots 1n the rFourth Lake Riage
were occupled. New construction in the dAistriCt was also helpea aiong by the
subdivision of several portions of the oriqinal plat around the turn of the

century. ‘'fhe earliest ot tnese was the subdivision ot the Walker's Castle grounas
in 1893, which resuited in the creation ot (astie Place and new lots tronting on
that street and on aajoining lots tronting on the YUU plock ot K. Gorham St. ana tne
400 block ot N. Paterson St. More important were the activities of George W. Bird,
trank H. Hall, ana Lucilus M. ¥ay, three ot Maaison's more important pusinessmen who
in 1900 supbaivided land they owned 1ln the district to create the Prospect pPlace
Subaivision. ‘'his act resulted in the creation ot both Prospect Place and washburn
pPlace and the lots that adjolned them.?-

I'ne steady transtormation ot the rourth Lake Ridge neighborhooa continued ana even
intensitiea in the tirst two decades of the twentieth century, during which period
many more ot the aistrict's earliest residences were replaced by larger ones
designed in the new styles ot the day. Outstanding Pralrie sScnool style nouses
designed primarily by the tfirm or (iaude and Starck replaced a numper ot the
aistrict's earlier residences such as the original houses on the sites that are now
occupied by the tirm's Adolph Kayser house (8UZ K. Gorham St.), built in LY%UL, the
Corneliilus Coilins house (b4b k. Gorham St.), built in lYUd, ana the wililiiam Coliins
house (/U4 &. Gorham St.), bullt in 191/, while otner fine houses by this tirm adorn
many of the new lots created by subdivision activity.

Change 1in the district was not limited solely to the creation ot new and larger
single family residences either. The construction ot the twelve-building Norris
Court Apartments complex at the east end ot the district and the conseguent
demolition of haltf a block's worth of older buildings was an act whose scale
suggested that a whoie new order of magnituae woula accompany the needs ot the
modern era of the city. Jther signs ot these new needs were apparent as well. B8y
191/, population densities in the district and the surrounding area had reached a
point where a new and much enlarged school building was needed. ‘he design ot this
building was also supplied by Claude ana Starck.®® They replaced the earlier school
that Frank Lloyd Wright had attended with the exceptionally fine Prairie School
style Lincoln Elementary School building that is still located at 720 K. Gorham St.,

®2 pPrank Hall further subdivided one of the lots he owned in the new
subdivision in 1909, when he moved across Prospect Place from his original leot and
then subdivided the old one, creating the Russell Walk development.

53 ganborn-Perris Fire Insurance Maps of Madison, Wisconsin. New York: Sanborn-
Perris Co., 1908 and 1934. Lincoln School was not the only school in the area in
1917 nor was it the only one designed by Claude and Starck. In 1Y90o, the firm
designed an elementary school (non-extant) for St. Patrick's R. C. Church that was
located at 640 E. Wasnhington Ave., just three blocks south ot the district.
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a building whose greater size and enlargea grounds also necessitated the demolition
of three large eariler houses (724, 726, and 734 E. Gorham Street) that were located
just to the east of the original school.

By the end of Worla war L, though, the transtormation ot the district began to slow
down. New suburbs had been developed on the outskirts of Madison by that time that
were attracting the kina ot homeowners that had previously made the Kourth Lake
Ridge neighbornood their home. In addition, the rise of the automobile made the
nearness 0t the older neighborhood to the downtown lncreasingly irrelevant. &ven
though more of the district's older buliidings were demolisned 1n tne years between
1920 and the beginning ot worlid war 1l and even though they were replacea with tine
period revival style nouses and apartment buirldings, these new buildings really
represented the end or the trena that nad started almost 4U years betore.

By tne start otf World War il the rKourth Lake Ridge d1strict nad assumed 1TS present
appearance. But even betore the war had begun, a new trend was Dringing sStill more
change to the neighborhood. bvuring the 1Y3Us, some ot the district's single tamiiy
residences pegan to be subdivided 1nto rental units, which retlected an increaseq
demand for rentaple living units near the downtown and near the university ot
Wisconsin campus and the hardships ot the Depression. At first, this trena attected
only a tew buildings, but atter the end ot World war [[, when Madison filled to
overflowing witn the tamilies of returning servicemen attenaing the UW under the Gl
B1il, rental conversions intensified, and in the years since then more and more ot
the district's buildings have been similarly transtormed. By the beginning ot the
1Yo0Us, even though the appearance of the district remained largely unchanged, the
Fourth Lake Ridge consisted of a mixture of single-tamily houses (located mostly
along the Lake Mendota shore) and converted multi-family buildings, a mixture that
still characterizes the district today.

Architecture

The Fourth Lake Ridge Historic District was identitied by the Madison lntensive
Survey as one ot the areas in Madison that is most worthy of listing in the NRHP.

It is being nominated to the NRHP under Criterion C for its local signiticance
because it contains numerous buildings of individual architectural distinction, many
ot which were designed by prominent local architects, and also because it is a well-
detined residential neighborhood whose buildings represent many of the successive
architectural styles that were applied to residential buildings in Madison during
the years from 1853 - 1941. Four of the district's 142 resources are already
individually listed in the NRHP. Three of these were designed by the prominent
Madison architectural tirm of Claude and Starck, which also designed at least
thirteen others in the district that have survived and three more that have now been
demolished. In addition, tine designs by other noted local architects are scattered
throughout the district.
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Except for Claude and Starck's Lincoln Elementary School building (720 E. Gorham
St., NRHP 8/28/80), built in 1915, all the puildings in the district were built as
either single or multi-tamily residences. ‘'he first bullidings in tne dlstrict were
all single tamily resiadences and aithough only seven or the buildings constructea in
the 1850s and ldbUs still survive, enough evidence exists to suggest that the great
majority ot these houses were smalier trame construction clapboard-sided Greek
kevival and Italianate style buildings or vernacular expressions of these styles.
Studylng the seven surviving bulldings trom this era ana the earliest applicable
sanborn-Perris Fire I[nsurance Map of the area (1898) also suggests that every block
ot E. Gorham Street originally had at least one brick-cliad example of these styles
as well, the rinest surviving examples or which are: the two-sStory Robert Livesey
nouse at 719-721 E. Gorham St., puilt ca.lbbb; ana the first Martin Lverson house at
Y49 K. Gorham 5t., built in ld8e6. ‘There were two notable stone construction
exceptions to this trend, however; the superd Gothic Revivai styie William I'. Leitcn
nouse at 752 E. Gorham St., (NRHP 7/18/75), built in 1857; and the unigue Gothic
Revival style-infiuenced walker's Castle (ca.YZ4 K. Gorham St., bullt in l¥6l (non-
extant).

Despite these small numbers, though, tendencies that would characterize tuture
development 1n the district can already be discerned by the end or the l850s. rhe
district's larger, more elaborate houses tended to be built on the lots on the north
side of . Gornam St., which 1s hardly surprising given the much larger size ot
these lots and their jiocation on the lake shore. As a result, houses built on tnis
side ot the street up until the end ot the nineteenth century have more expansive
plans and much deeper setpacks than those across the street. Conversely, houses
built on the south side ot E. Gorham St. tended to be smaller even when they had
lake views. This was partly due to the smaller size ot these lots and also to the
topography of the district; the rear ot the lots on the 60U and 700 plocks of E.
Gorham St. siope sharply downhill, limiting the amount of land that was avaliiable
tor construction. Botn of these tendencies continued to govern the construction ot
buiidings 1n the district until well atter the turn ot the century.

It is believed that construction in the district in the tne 18/Us and 1880s
proceeded much like the two decades that preceded them although the tact that only
twelve houses trom these two decades still survive makes a definitive conclusion
impossible. Larger houses continued to be built on the north side of Gorham Street
and smaller ones on the opposite side. By this time, though, most of the larger
houses were examples of the 1talianate style such as the James Robbins house at 810
E. Gorham St., built in 1881, and the more elaborate house next door at 816, which
was demolished in 1958 for the Charles Fry 8-Unit Apartment Building that occupies
the site today. Another Italianate style building and the first non-residential
building in the district was the original Second Ward School at 720 E. Gorham St.,
which was built in 1867 and demolished in 1915. The smaller ones continued to be
mostly Greek Revival and 1talianate style examples or the simpler vernacular forms
such as the fine Front Gable form Phillip and Bridget Kearnon house at 803 E. Gorham
St., built ca.1870.
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I[n the 18Y0s, new houses in the Queen Anne style began to appear throughout the
neighborhood. Ikitteen houses trom this decade have survived and these builidings
vary considerably in size and in their deqree of elaborateness. Some, like the
Henry and Anna kletcher house at 654 K. Gorham St., buiit in 18Y5, are quite smali,
while others, such as the now demolishea house pbuilt for tormer Madison mayor Dr. A.
A. Dye in 13893 that replaced Walker's Castle, were guite iarge and elaborate.

By 1900, most ot the original lots in the district were occupied, but the district's
appearance was still derinea largely by smaller nouses Ot Greek Revivai ana
[talianate design and thelir vernacular form cousins. Smaller still, though, were
the houses that surrounded the district in the neighborhood located to tne south ana
west. The Kast Jonnson Street corridor at the root or the Kourth Laxe Ridge had
also developea 1n the 13¥8Us and 1§YyUs, ana by LlYUU the 4UU - YUU DioCKsS 0Ot tnis
paraliel street were also solidly lined with houses and small stores. ‘hese,
nowever, were mostTly vernacular bulldings that were much smaller than the houses a
DloCK away on kast Gorham street. Aithough most of these bulldings are still extant
today, theilr integrity levels are generaiiy much Lower than those 1in the QlsStricet.

Most of the changes in the Kourth Lake Ridge Historic District that now detfine 1ts
visual character occurred in the tirst two decades or the twentieth century. ‘'he
d1lStricCt now contains thirty-nine buildings that were built petween 1300 and 19iU
and another thirty-trive that were puilt in the tollowing decade, which 1S neariy
half of the total number of buildings in the adistrict. Almost all or these new
buildings exhibit the new national styles that characterize the period, aithough a
few Queen Anne style houses such as the Judge A. G. Zimmerman house at 746 E. Gornam
St., built in 1903, continued to be built in the early years ot the new century.
Most, however, were fine representative examples of the Craftsman, American
Foursquare, Bungalow, and Prairie School styles and many are identified works ot
Madison's most prominent architects of the period. A large number of these
buildings were built on the new lots created by subdivision activity, but a still
larger number repiaced earlier houses in the district, which accounts for the
district's decidedly eclectic architectural character.

The same process of replacement continued in the 1Y20s and 1930s, but at a much
reduced rate. Only eighteen buildings were built in the district between 1920 and
1930 and only seven more in the decade that followed. All of these buildings are
representative examples of the period revival styles that became tashionable
following World war I and many of them are also products of prominent Madison

architects.

Only two more buildings were constructed in the 1Y%4Us and only tive in all the years
that followed. Consequently, the district has managed to retains its pre-World War
I1 appearance and scale despite the protouna changes that have altered the city
since the war. ‘loday, the Fourth Lake Ridge is considered to be one of Madison's
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older neighborhoods and 1t 1s now experiencing something of a reblrtn thanks to the
renewed interest in sucn neighporhoods. Llronicatly, the biggest pnysical change the
district has experienced since the ena or World war Il has been causeda by the (City
ot Madison. 1ln the 1Y3Us, a large commercial icehouse operated by the Conklin
Brothers and located on the Lake Mendota shore at the toot ot N. Hamilton Street
across trom the Clty waterworks was torn down. 1Lln 1934, the City ot Madison
acquired the site and turned it into Conklin pPark. Since the early 1Y95Us, this hailt-
block-long park (since renamed James Madlson Park) has been steadlly expanded
eastward to meet the needs ot downtown residents. ‘'he resuit has been the
agemolition or ail but three 0f the twenty or sO bullidings that once tinea the lake
side of the 40U, 50U, and bUU blocks ot East Gorham Street, the Latest one having
been demolishea 1in 1Y95.

‘he 1ntormation complled by The Madison lntensive Survey nhas provicea a much more
detalled view ot the legacy or the city's architects and also ot their work in the
aistrict. The most important ot the architects that worked in the district are
listed pelow along with information about their work here.

Claude and Starck Claude and Starck was Maaison's most prolific architectural tirm
in the first two decades of the twentieth century. The principals of tne tirm,
which was 1n existence from 1¥39% - 1929, were Louls W. Claude (1868-1951), who was
the principal designer ot the firm, and Edward F. Starck (1l368-1947), who was the
managing partner. ‘“Their most notable work, done in the Prairie School style, 1s
especially well documented and the firm's Madison examples are among the city's most
important buildings from this period.

Ciaude and Starck was especially well known in 1ts day tor its library designs,
which "became a pattern tor small libraries in the state."®* The best ot these
buildings were done in the Prairie School style and they constitute an important
part of Wisconsin's architectural legacy, but the work of the tirm also includeda
designs for many other types of buildings as well, ranging from schools, such as the
superb Prairie School style Lincoln School in the Kourth Lake Ridge Historic
pistrict, to retail buildings and factories. It 1is for their many residences,
though, that the firm is best known todcay.

Claude and Starck's residential work falls into several overlapping pnases. For the
tirst tive or six years of the firm's existence, beginning in 1895, most of its
house designs reflected the Queen Anne style and several of these also featured
stylized Tudor and Gothic style touches that were similar to those tound on the
works of another prominent Madison firm of this period; Conover and Porter. Of the
Claude and Starck's designs in the Fourth Lake Ridge district, only Claude's own
house at 831 Prospect Place, built in 1902, fits into this category.

>4 Wisconsin State Journal. August 11, 1951. Obituary of Louis W. Claude.
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starting arouna 1YUU, the residential aesigns of the firm began to rerlect more
modern sources, most notably that ot George W. Maher of Chicago, whom Louis Ciaude
had known when both were working in the Chicago office of Louis Sullivan (along with
Frank Lloyd wWright).®® Maher's earliy designs are now sometimes ciassified under the
general term "Progressive" to distinguish them from the much better known Prairie
School design work ot Frank Lloyd Wright. Maher's designs have a reqular
rectanqular massing, generally symmetrical main facades, hip roofs with broad
overhanging eaves, and greatly simplirieda classically derived or non-nistorical
gecoration. A notable feature found on many examples is a large, centered,
segmental-arched three window Palladian style-influenced dormer. une ot the finest
and the earliiest of Claude and Starck's worX 1n this mode is tne Adolph Kayser house
at ¥U2 E. Gorham St., built 1n 1lYul, which makes a tascinating contrast to the much
more conservative (eorqgilan KRevival style Lucius M. Fay house at #44 Prospect rlace
that the tilrm aesigned 1n tne same year. Another excellent nouse 1n the district
done 1in the rrogressive mode, put one that 1s only attribputed to Ciaude ana sStarck
at this time, 1S the AGa Blrd house at 414 N. Livingston Street, built in 1YUL
almost across the street from the Kayser house.

starting arouna 1404, Claude ana Starck's aesigns begiln to retlect otner
contemporary intluences, many of which, according to gordon Y. Urr, Jr., the
biographer ot the rirm, have thelr 0rigins 1in the work ot Krank Lloya Wright. ‘the
designs for which the tirm 1S best Known retrlect the mature Pralirie School work or
wright and the dlstriCt includes severali excellent examples; the George Gary nouse
at 818 Prospect Place and the br. Charles vilas nouse at 8¢ Prospect Place, both
built in 14YU09; the Theodore Wiedenbeck house at oUY k. Gorham St., built in 1YiU;
the William Collins house at 704 k. Gorham St. (NRHP - 12/3/74), built in 191Z; and
the James A. Jackson Jr. nouse at 44U N. Paterson St., a late example built in
1917.3%

During the same period, the firm was also producing a complimentary series of
designs reflecting a blending of the Tudor Revival and Craftsman styles. ‘These
houses are mostly of two ditferent forms, one of which is a simplified version ot an
early Tudor Revival-inspired design by Frank Lloyd wWright; the first Nathan G. Moore
house in Oak Park, lllinois, built in 1895. These large two-story side-gabled
rectilinear plan houses are characterized by stucco and false half-timber-clad
second stories and they have roughly symmetrical main facades whose most prominent
teature are two large second story oriel windows that terminate in gable-roofed
dormers. The Paul Warner house at 424 Washburn Place, built in 1910, is a

5% Qrr, Gordon D., Jr., Op. Cit., pp. 7-8.

5% In addition to these houses, one of the firm's finest Prairie School style
houses, the brick-clad Dr. Joseph Dean house, built in 1913 at 636 E. Gorham St.,
was torn down in the 1Y970s to make room tor James Madison Park as was the firm's
Frank Kessenich house at 648 K. Gorham 5t., built ca. 1YU8, and the stucco-clad Dr.
Herman A. and JoAnna Gilbert house at 630 E. Gorham St., built in 1904-05.
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particuiarly gooa exampie ot tnis type. More common are the designs that the firm
used on a number Of houses in Madison that all occupy long, narrow urpban LoOtCsS.
‘'nese houses reature a tali, slae-gabiea two-and-a-halt-story main block whose
exterior 1s typically ciad elther partially 1n Drick and stucco ornamented witn
pronounced nalr-timber work, or completely in stucco and hait-timpers. ‘Typically,
the first story of tne usually symmetrical maln tacade ot these houses is wWholiy or
partially covered py a shed roor tront porch tnat 1s supported by massive wood
posts, the second story teatures a broad band Of wWlndows, ana tnere are one 0r TWO
gapie rooted dormers on the front-racing siope ot the root. ‘The Cornelius and Anna
Collins house at b4b K. Gorham St., bullt 1n 1YU8, 1S an excelient example.
variants on thls theme 1n the district 1lpciude: the Dr. Wiilliam V. and rrances
Bryant house at Yi4 Castle Place, pullt in LY0Y-1lU; the Theodore Herrurth, Jr. house
at il k. Gornam St., bullt 1in i915; and possibly the stucco-claa rerl & Anna Fisn
nouse at 42z castle rlace, built in iYld, which aithough only attributed to the
tirm, bears a striklng resemplance to the Cornelius Collins house.

cora C. ‘tuttie Cora Cadwaliaaer Tuttle (1l¥64-1Y48) was the only woman working as an
architect/designer in Madison betore 1930 to pe identified by the Madison Intensive
survey. A self-taught designer, Cora Cadwaliader grew up in the Brooklyn-gvansville
area of south-central Wisconsin, where she learned carpentry trom ner father and a
sense or artistic composition from her mother. Yo these earlier attributes was
aqaed some dratting experience learned while she was attending coliege. Following
college, Cora married Charles M. luttle and the coupie had three sons, the oldest ot
whom was Ray Tuttie, who would later collaborate with his mother on buildings in
Madison. 1In 1904 the Tuttles move to Texas with E. C. Smith, a nephew ot Cora
Tuttie, to run a rice plantation. In 1905, Smith moved to Prescott, Arizona, where
he was joined by Cora ‘luttle and her children following the death of Charles

Tuttle. In 1908, however, the Tuttles moved to Madison so that Ray Tuttle could
attend the UW engineering schooli.=®’

Since her newly arrived tamily needed a home, Cora Tuttle drew upon her sKkilis as a
designer and draftsperson. She used the new Bungalow style houses she had seen in
the west as a source ot inspiration, and designed one of Madison's tirst and best
Crattsman style bungalows for herselr at 12Ut Grant Street (this house is locatea in
the proposed wingra Park Historic bistrict)}. <The publicity that this house
generated led her to design four other similar houses nearby in collaboration with
her son, Ray, and with E. C. Smith, who had moved to Madison. Although Cora fTuttle
had no ambition to be a professional designer, the success of these projects
resulted in her designing several more buildings in Madison before the beginning ot
world War [, including a group ot tour bungalows in the Fourth Lake Ridge Historic
District for Frank Hall (841 Prospect Place, 416, 418, and 429 Russell Wwaik).

7 sShockely, R. Jay. Op. Cit., pp. 2-Y.
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Cora fluttle's Known design worx came TO ah end by the start ot worla war 1L, but sne
continued to tive 1n her Grant street nouse until 1930, when she moved to New York
state. ‘luttie can thus pe credited with a small but signiticant and very well
executed body ot residential work, all or which are examples or the
Bungalow/Crattsman style and several of wnich are among Madison's best examples.< °
Frank M. Riley Frank Morris Riley (1875-1949) was one ot the most important
architects to practice in Madison in the tirst nhalf ot the twentieth century. Riley
was born in Madison on Septempber 11U, l¥7b. His tather, kdward p. Riley (1847-1921)
was secretary ot the UW Board of Regents from L8388 to lYU6 and was also well-Kknown
1n business and real estate clrcles 1n Madison. FKrank Riley tirst studied civil
engineering at the UW beginning in is89Y4. In i¥8Y/, however, ne lert Madison tor
Boston, wnere he studied architecture at MIY. He stuaied there until LY0U, then,
from 1900 to 1Y9U¥, Riley worked tor three of Boston's best arcnitectural tirms,
tollowing wnich he workea 1n his own practice until t9Yil. From i911 until 1913 ne
ilived in London, and trom lYlL3 to 19i4, he lived 1n [taly ana Germany. Wwhile in
Germany, he worked ror a vear tor an arcnitect in Munich. 1in iY14, ne came back to
the U.S. and to Madison, wnere he remained for the rest 0f nis Lite.>°

Riley 1s best Known today for nhis residential designs, mosSTt Of whiCh were expertly
and knowledgeably done in either the Colonial Revival or Georgian Revival styles.
Like many other ot the best architects of his time, though, KHlley was equally at
home with all the major period revival styles and his mastery of the ‘tudor Revival,
Mediterranean Revival, kKrench Provinciai, and Norman Revival styles resulted 1n some
ot Madison's tinest houses. Among his many tine designs 1in the Georgian Revival
style is the nhouse he designed 1n the Kourth Lake Ridge district tor Minorah Kubly
at 637 E. Gorham St., built in 1Y25. fThis fine red-brick nouse, with its
beautifully proportioned and detailed elevations, 1s typical of his best work and it
stands comparison with the three excellent examples he designed in the neighboring
Sherman Avenue Historic District (1040, 1154, and 1244 Sherman Ave.).

Riley was fortunate in that his return to Madison coincided with the beginning of
the period in which the city's economic and social elite were starting to abandon
the increasingly congested downtown neighborhoods that had been their traditional
home for other areas, most ot which were new suburbs then being developed on the
outskirts of the city. In the years between 1914 and 1941, Riley designed many of
the finest houses in such Madison suburbs as University Heights, Nakoma, and the
Highlands and in the neighboring villages of Shorewood Hills and Maple Bluff. He
also designed a number of outstanding fraternity and sorority houses on Langdon
Street as well as some of Madison's more important non-residential and institutional

buildings.®®

¢ Quaife, Milo (kd.). Wisconsin: its story and its People. Chicago: S. J.

Clarke Publishing Co., 1924, vol. 4, pp. 184-186¢.
5 Wisconsin SYtate Journal. Ilebruary 8, 1965.
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Henry T. Dysland Although Littlie known today, Henry T. Dysliand (13885-1Y9v5>) was one
of Madison's best and most prolitic resiaential architects during the lYZUs anda
l430s. Dysiand was born in Green Bay, Wisconsin, in 1885, the son of Norwegian
parents. He attended George wWasnington unlversity in wasnington, bL.C., where he
also worked as a draftsman in the Office ot the Supervising Architect 1n the U.S.
Treasury bepartment. Ultimately, Dyslana received a certiticate in architecture
rrom the Atelier of bonn Barber in New York City 1in 1908, which was followed by
Stints as a drattsman 1n the architectural tirm ot Koster, (Gade & (Granam 1in New
York, and Otis & Clark and Holabird & Roche, both in Chicago. From 1912 to ivl/,
Dysland was an assistant protessor Ot archltecture at washington State uUniversity 1n
Pullman, Washington. 1In 191/, Dysland, nis wite, Helen, and thelr tamily moved to
Madison, where ne worked as a arattsman in tne State Architect's drrice. in 1lyly,
Dysland returned to Green Bay to practice on his own, but in lYZi he returned again
to Madison and worked until 1YZb as an arcnitect 1n the otfice Ot arcnitect
rerdinand L. Kronenberg.©<v

In 1925, Dysland tormed the Madlson-pasea deslgn/opulld tirm Known as tne Better
Homes Corp., with himself as the tirm's architect and president and his older
brother, Albert J. Dysland (1l832-1Y3b), as treasurer.®* As 1ts name 1mpiied, the
new tirm made a specialty ot high quality residential construction. ‘'fhe more than
10U designs identified by the Madison Intensive Survey that Dyslana produced for his
firm in its twenty years ot existence include many of Madison's best examples of
Colonial and Tudor Revival designs. ‘The largest number ot these are round 1n the
suburb of Nakoma, but there are also three in the Fourth Lake Ridge Historic
District, all ot which are examples of the Tudor Revival style. These include: tne
excellent six-unit Dwyer Apartments building at 745 E. Gorham St., built in 1930;
the very tine A. 0. Fox house at 645 E. Gorham St., built in 1931; and tnhe smaller
John & Selma McKenna house at 418 Washburn Place., built in 1937.

From 1925 - 1933, Dysland's company operated out of downtown oftices. Atftter Albert
pysland died in 1935, though, Henry Dysland operated the business out ot his
successive homes in the city until 1945, when he moved to Richmond, California,
where he operated a real estate firm. Dysland died in Califorhia in 1905, but he
left Madison with a rich legacy ot tine designs.

Conclusion

The Fourth Lake Ridge is thus considered eligibie for listing in the NRHP because it
contains an architecturally signiticant group ot single family and multi-familiy

60 Architect's Files. City of Madison bepartment ot Planning and Development,
Oottice ot the Preservation Planner. Contains a letter torm Henry Dysiand's son

relevant to his career in Madison.
3 Wisconsin State Journal. November 1Z, 1935. Obituary of Albert J. Dysland.
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residences built between 1853 and 1941. 5Styles in the district range from the
Gothic Revival tO the later period revivals. ‘The district 1is particularly rich 1in
resources designed 1n the styles prevailent in the first twenty years of this
century. ‘‘hese resources 1lnclude tine examples or Cratrtsman anda Bungatow styles ana
a particularly important group ot buildings designed by the local architecturai firm
of Claude and starck, including a number ot outstanding resources designed 1in the
Prairie School style. ‘'lhe significance ot the district is further ennhanced by 1ts
generally hign level ot integrity and by the very intact state ot many ot its most
important buildings. '

Archeological Potential

Madilson has a rich legacy ot resources connected with the Mound Buiiaing Culture ana
the area around its lakes was a tavorite site for occa'sional Historic fnalan
activities untili tne end ot the nineteenth century. No resources associated with
these pre-settiement cultures are known Co exlist within the district and the full
potential tor the occurrence of such resources 1s still largely unknown. Lt such
resources exist, however, they may well have been disturbed by subsequent
construction activity in the district and the same 1S true tor archeoiogicai
resources assoclated with the eariy kuropean settlers of tne district.

preservation Activity

The City ot Madison has long been a statewlde leader in preservation activities and
the creation of the Madison Landmarks Commission in 1971 was a major force in
creating a preservation ethic in the city. ‘'he Commission operates under the
strongest local ordinance in Wisconsin and its ertorts to landmark and preserve
buildings and districts throughout the cilty have resulted 1in the granting ot
landmark status to at least four buildings 1in the district and the sponsoring or the
recently completed Madison Intensive survey, which led in turn to the successiul
survey and planning grant application that resulted in this nomination.

Iin addition, the Fourth Lake Ridge area is served by both the 0ld Market
Neighborhood Association and the Tenney-Lapham Neighborhood Association, both ot
which have been vigilant in their etforts to preserve Madison's historic downtown

neighborhoods.
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see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary ot the district begins at a point tocated on the NW curbiine ot &.
Gorham St., a point that corresponds to the 5 corner of the lot associated with 640

E. Gorham St.

‘'he bounaary line then proceeds in a NW direction along the SW lot

line of said property to a point ot intersection with Lake Mendota, then turns and
runs in a generally NNW direction along the shore of said lake until reaching a
point that corresponds to the N corner of the lot associated with 920 Castle Place.

X See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundaries ot the Fourth Lake Ridge Historic District include all the land

historically associated with its individual resources.

The district is naturally

pounded by Lake Mendota to the northwest and by the open areas ot James Madison Park

to the southwest and Giddings Park to the northeast.

ln addition, the steep descent

__X_See continuation sheet
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Consultant for: City of Madison Department ot Planning and Construction

organization

street & number _13ll Morrison St. telephone

Madison

date Fepruary 26, 1446
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. State Wisconsin zip code _53i03

city or town
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Major Biblioaraphic Reterences, (ont.

City or Madison Bullaing Files. City ot Macison Vepartment ot Planning ana
Vevelopment, vtrice ot the Preservation Pianner. fThese fiies cover every buiiding
1n the district and contaln construction and occupant histories for each.

City ot Madison Huilding Permits.
Citv or Magison 1ax Roils.

burrie, vaniel S. A _HISTOry 0t Madlson ana the kour Lakes Country or wisconsin.
Madison: 1#74.

Fire lnsurance Maps Of Maaison, Wisconsin. New YOrk: Sanporn-rerris Map Co., 1sy¢,
1898, 1902, 1908, 1939.

Ferdinana Xronenberg Coilection. in the possession or Mr. Gary 'l'ipler, ot Madison,
Wl.

William Y. Leitch House National Register ot Historic Places Nomination. oUn file at
the oftice of the Historic Preservation Division, State Historical Society ot
Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin.

Madison City Directories.

Madison Democrat. June 3U, lYU3; September itl, 1910; November 23, LYzu.

Madison Past and Present. Madison: Wisconsin State Journal Co., 190z.

Mich, Dbaniel D. "City's Unique Uld British Castle Buillt Here in Pioneer Davs by
Rich Englishman." Wisconsin State Journal, January 1li, 1923.

Mollenhotr, vavid V. Madison: A History or the formative Years. Dubugue:
Kendall/Hunt Publishing Co., 1982.

New_ Atlas ot bane County. Madison: Leonard W. Gay Co., 1899.

Orr, Gordon D. Jr. "Louis W. Claude: Madison Architect of the Prairie School."
Chicago: Prairie School Review, Vol. X1V, p. 25.

Plat Book of Dane County. Minneapolis: C. M. Foote & Co., 1890.

Quaite, Milo (Ed.). Wisconsin: lts Story and its People. Chicago: S. J. Clarke
Publishing Co., 1924. :
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Majlor Bibliograpnic Rererences, Cont.

Rankin, Katherine H. and Timothy F. Heagland. Madison Intensive Survey Report.
Madison: City of Madison Department of Planning and Development, 1995.

Shockely, R. Jay. "California Bungalow ana lts Intluence in Maaison." Madison:
Journai or Historic Madison, Vol. 1V, No. Z, 1978. :

Sprague, Paul £. (kEd.). Frank Lloyd Wright in Madison: kight Decades of Artistic
and sociail interaction. Madison: mlvenjem Museum of Art, 198Y.

wisconsin State Journai. December 31, 18YYH; becember 31, LYUU; January 4, L19U2%;
January 3, 1YU3; becember 3, 1907; March 1d, 1Ylu; March 2, 1931l; Novemper 1./, 1d35:
Auqust L1, 1Y51; webruarv 8, i1Y65.

wWyatt, Barpara (Ed.). Cultural gesource Manadement 1n Wisconsin. Maaison: State
Historical soclety ot wisconslin, State Hlstoric Preservation vivision, 138b, volL. ¢,
PP. 2-3, 4-b, 2-b, 2L-1b, i-ib, L-L1, £4-21, 1-24, L-2b, 2l-2b, 1-iB - L-1Y.
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Boundary bescription, Continued

The Line then proceeds 1n a SE airection aiondg the northeast lot line ot said
property to a polnt ot lntersection with the NW curbline or Castie riace, then turns
YU* and proceeds SW along sald curbline to the S corner or the Lot associated with
Y14 Castle vlace, then turns YUY ana proceeds Sk along the NE curbiine or (astle
Place to the W corner ot tne iot assoclated with 428 Castle Place. ‘he iline then
turns 9U* and proceeds Nk along the SE curbline or Castle rlace to the N corner ot
the atoresaid lot, then turns YuU* and toilows the NE curbiine or ¢astle Place in a
SE direction until reacning a point of intersectlon wWith the NW curbline of E.
Gornam St. The line then contlnues Alrectly 3across sorham St. TO a polnt on the Sk
curpline ot said street, then turns YU* ana proceeds 1n a Nk direction along said
curbilne to the poilnt Or intersectlion wWitn the SW curbline ot N. Brearliy St.

The line then turns 3U* and continues Sk ailong said SW curbline until reacning a
point that corresponds to the E corner of the lot assoclatea with 955 E. Gorham St.
The line then turns Y0* ana proceeds SW along the rear Lot lines or 955, 949, Y45~
47, 941, 93171-39, and 933-35 E. Gorham St. until reaching the S corner of the lot
associated with 933-35. ‘he line then turns 30* and proceeds SE along the 5K side
lot line of the lot associated with 934 £. Johnson St. (aka 301 Norris Court) untit
intersecting with the NW curbline or &. Johnson St. The line then turns Yu® and
proceeds SW along said curbline until reaching the S corner of the iot assoclated
with Y16 E. Johnson St. (302 Norris Courtj, then turns YU* and proceeds NW along the
SW lot line of said lot to the K corner of the lot associated with 313 N. Paterson
5t. {33b Norris Court), then turns YU* and proceeds ailong the Sk lot line or said
lot to a point ot intersection with the NE curbline of N. Paterson St. ‘The line
then turns YU and proceeds NW aiong said curbline to a point opposite the E. corner
or the lot associated with 8b5b-857 k. Gorham St. ‘rhe line then turns YU* ana
crosses N. Paterson St. to this point, then proceeds along the rear lot lines ot aill
the lots facing onto E. Gorham St. in Blocks 140, 137, and 119 ot the original plat
until reaching the S corner of the lot associated with 6UY E. Gorham St. ‘The tine
then turns YU® ana proceeds NW along the SW lot Line of sald property until reaching
a point that corresponds to the E corner ot the lot associated with 323 N. Blair

St. ‘The line then turns 90* and proceeds SW along the Sk lot line of the atoresald
lot until intersecting with the NE curbline of N. Blair St., then proceeds SW across
said street and SW along the rear lot lines of 523, blb, 513, 509, 505, and 501 K. ’
Gorham St. until intersecting with the NE curbline of N. Franklin St. The line then
turns 90° and proceeds NW along said curbline until intersecting with the Sk
curbline of E. Gorham St. The line then proceeds NE along said curbline to a point
that corresponds to the W corner of the lot associated with 637 E. Gorham St., then

turns 90¢ and crosses E. Gorham St., returning to the POB.

All the land within the district is contained within Blocks 119, 137, 138, 139, 140,
162, 163, 257, and 260 of the Original Plat of the City of Madison.
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Boundary Justitication, tontinued

ailong the southeast side of the Fourth Lake Riage acts as another natural aiviaing
line that separates bulldings within the district at the top ot the ridge trom those
below along E. Johnson Street. Buildings outside the poundaries were also excluaed
because they lack individual distinction and because they were created in response
to a distinctly diiterent set of historic cilrcumstances.
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