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CONDITION
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Excellent H G °od Q Fair Q Deteriorated Q Ruins Q Unexposed
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Moved TO Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Hubbard House has been the source of considerable/' ?. 
architectural research by this office. It is obviously a >! % 
very significant structure architecturally, seeming to bfe-a V/v$ 
key structure in the transitional stages between Queejx'&nhe 
and the mature Shin^e Style. There are obvious remnant ^^ ' 
of the Queen Anne Style-the massing of the building, a "^l 
stressed verticality, the use of scrollwork and brackets. 
Apart from these features, however, the building is con 
structed in the Shingle Style. The first story of the building, ; 
is of frame construction, while the second story is shingled'r1 -^ 
A large covered piazza extends the entire length of the 
south side of the house. A turret, not uncommon in Shingle 
Style buildings is located in the northeast corner of the 
house next to a polygonal dormer.

One cannot help but notice the strong parallels between 
the Charles A. Potter House in Chestnut, Pennsylvania, for 
example, and the Hubbard House. Built only a few years earlier, 
the Potter House (illustrated in Scully's "The Shingle Style") 
produces the same sense of disorganization that the Hubbard 
House does. Both have irregular gable placement and 
inappropriately placed open porches at the second level. (All 
porches on the Hubbard House have been screened in in recent 
years). In both houses, hipped and gabled roofs intersect 
each other. On the main facade of the Hubbard House, a swept 
dormer interrupts the slope of the roof from the ridge to a 
once open porch on the second level.

The main facade of the Hubbard House is dominated by a 
pavilion topped by the principal gable in the structure. 
This pavilion, for lack of a more specific term, is subse 
quently broken up into bands-the porch at the first level, 
then a band of recessed panels painted white, then the shingled 
story broken with a sash window, a narrower panelled band and 
topmost the gable. This gable has two small sash windows 
set into shingled infill and a latticework bargeboard. One 
chimney is located at the ridge on the east side of the house. 
Documentation indicates that this house was based on the 
designes of its builder, Henry G. Hubbard. Hubbard was very 
much influenced by Japanese design, particularly in house 
planning. The interior of his home consisted of large open 
rooms connected by a central hall. Two of the rooms have a 
thin lattice stripping of teak to form the covering for the 
ceiling. Many native woods have been utilized on the interior, 
in the mantle pieces, door and window surrounds, and in heavy 
sliding doors used between rooms.

The beautiful botanical gardens which once surrounded the 
house and made up Hubbard Park are now gone. The house alone 
occupies the windy bluff overlooking Lake Crescent.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The names of two men are associated with Hubbard Park, 
Bela Hui^Xard (1814-1896) and his son, Henry Guerj*s*ey Hubbard 
(1850-1899). Bela Hubbard was graduated from Hamilton College 
in 1834. On January 26, 1837, Michigan was admitted to the 
Union and almost immediately the Michigan Legislature passed a 
bill proposing a thorough geological study of the State. Bela 
Hubbard, then 23, was appointed Assistant State Geologist, a 
position which he held until 1841. For the tremendous contri 
bution which he made to the State Geological Survey during this 
period, Lake Hubbard in Northern Michigan was named in his 
honor. In the spring of 1840, Bela was instrumental in the 
organization of the Association of American Geologists, fore 
runner of the present American Association for the Advancement 
of Science. In conclusion of his work as a geologist, Bela 
turned to the study of law. In 1842, he was admitted to the 
Michigan Bar and shortly thereafter he went into the lumber __. 
business with John E. King. The partnership continued for 
about twenty-five years until Bela retired and built the home 
in Crescent City.

Aside from Bela Hubbard's successful career as a lawyer 
and businessman, he is most honored for having written and 
delivered the "Memorial for a State Agricultural College in 
Michigan" before the January, 1850 session of the Michigan 
Legislature. As a result, in April, 1850, the Legislature 
passed a JOINT RESOLUTION relative to a donation of land by the 
General Government, for establishing Agricultural Schools. On 
January 12, 1855, the Michigan State Legislature approved the 
establishment of what is now Michigan State University.

Henry Guernsey Hubbard, Bela's oldest son, was a well- 
known entomologist. He served for some time on the Bureau of 
Plant Introduction in Washington, D. C. He introduced the 
camphor tree into Florida, as well as the Japanese persimmon 
and the Chinese leaf palm. The independent research which 
Henry conducted on the Crescent City property helped to make 
the town well known in entomological literature, particularly 
in the area of citrus diseases.
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Plane D. Greer, Historic Sites Specialist
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 
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forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
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National J7T / State |~~1 Local

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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8. Statement of Significance -2-

The twenty acres comprising Hubbard Park was purchased by 
Edward Hubbard in 1879. His untimely death in August of that 
year, caused the property to be turned over to his older 
brother, Henry, for development. With the help of his father, 
Henry built the home at Crescent City. It was the desire of both 
men to turn the grounds into Ika model semi-tropical garden." 
They succeeded in doing this and the grounds became a Mecca for 
horticulturists. Henry Hubbard described the'grounds as follows, 
"It's unique charm consists greatly in the clever combination and 
manipulation of its original beauties with the introduction of 
innumerable exotic shrubs, trees and plants, gathered in all 
parts of the globe."

Unfortunately, the gardens are no longer in existence. The 
house remains, however, in excellent condition. It is perhaps 
the finest residence of this period in the state, displaying 
characteristics of the transition between Queen Anne and the 
mature Shingle Style.
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