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HASSACHUETTS HISTORICAL COMMISBON 61
80 BOYLION SITREET
BOSTON, HA 02116
photos Town Topsfield
75:5 Rear wall, right-hand chamber Address 8 Howl ett Road
75:8 Rl eht -hand room Historic Name French-Andrews House
75:9 Left-hand room
75:13 Rear corner post, rieht-hand Use: Present Residential
chanmber
Original R esidentlal
75: 15 Detail fireplace trim, Jleft-hand
room DESCRIPTION
75:19 Exterior view Date c. 1718
Source Cummings, Mass. & its First Pe
) ) Houses, p. 187
Styl CFirSt Period
Architect Unknown
Sketch Kap::
Exterior Wdl Fabric Clapboards
Qut buil dings Garage [/ Barn - early 20th c.
newer |ate 20th c. animal shelter
Magor Alterations (with dates) Lean-to
added: 1919; rear, east extension:
Condition 195GS
Mol no Date n/a
Acreace 3.8 acres
Setting rural, narrow winding road.
Fields and woodlands surround house
on south slope below Route 1
z E N
™ REFEREK'CE IQ / ?Al-nRn / 4722-740 Recorded by ~e”e
3SS QUADRANGLE Georgetown (now Ipswich) Organization NeN
ALE 1:25,000 te June 1986
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SI GNI FI CANCE

The French- Andrews House retains Integrity of location, design, materials,
wor kmanship and feeling i nitslate First Period frame and finish which

enbody distinctive characteristics of form and constructioneligible under
Criterion C The c. 1718 frame, characteristic of late First Period
treatment i nitsmnimal decoration, nevertheless enbodies certain features
which link i ttoearlier buildings i ntheTopsfield area and even to the
earliest buildings i nMassachusetts. The massiveness of theframe andt he
use of beans which ar e deeper than they arewi de relate thestructureto
the Parson Capen house of 1683. The deeply jowl ed corner posts are found
also i nthe Stephen Foster house and t he Zaccheus Gould house of c. 1700,
suggesting a persistent local style of post treatment. The framng of door
posts forinterior doors into chimey girts and ti e beans i sa structural
technique found i ntheearliest houses i nMassachusetts including the

Fai rbanks house and directly derived from English practises. Normally
superseded by other nethods of framng doors i nlater houses, theuse of
such door posts i ntheFrench Andrews House i sa rare and conservative

expression of direct transfer framng practices.

The house 1 salso significant forthesurvival of original finish i nsitu.
The fireplace trim i ntheleft-hand room and particularly thew de board
feather-edged sheathing i ntheright-hand chanber are noteworthy and

up-to-date exanples of late First Period finish.

O thebasis of these features and themnimal chamfering of the frame,
Cumm ngs felt that thehouse was built after Joseph Andrews of Boxford
acquired theproperty i n1718, although earlier there was a single cell
house on thesite owned i n 1693 by John French Sr.

EXTER CR DESCRI PTI ON

The French-Andrews house i s5 bays wide, 2 1/2 stories i nheight and one
room deep with a lean-to added i n 1919 and a rear el | dating fromthe

1950's. Originally a double cell, central chimey, plan house, the
structure was restored i n1919 under thedirection of George Francis Dowt o
| eaded gl ass casenent

| MAPARRRM First Period appeajrance. Di anmond- paned,
wi ndows were installed and t he chimey rebuilt"*from theatti? flSor wltS a
decorative exterior pilaster modeled after theone on theParson Barnard

House m North Andover. The simple doorway has a small hood.

MAJCR FI RST PER CD FEATURES

r)f) /\'o') VANLLLIAN
PU LSL o] Q@r restoratlon Iater finishes were remved and ne }(r)gb
2 ni "?2He A" 2" '
inr'nls 23 Hﬁtghsll ng t'ﬁ'e oI dones were inst 5P § fullr)(ngres%rr\é%g anlrhgeWraml S
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élongitudinal) summer beans and transverse ti ebeans. | nboth upstairs and
ownstairs rooms, front, rear and end beans show peg holes for the studs
which flanked theoriginal windows. The original w ndows at thecenter of
each wall were approximately 28 inches wide. Joist spacing i nthe first
floor ceilings i s21 inches on centers, while those of thesecond floor are

spaced 25 inches on centers.

In theleft-hand room thelarge kitchen fireplace with rear ovens appears
to retain i tsoriginal trim  Boards with a wide bead at t he edge cover t he
jambs and lintel of thefireplace which i srecessed about 8 inches, andi s
58 inches high by 107 inches wide. The chimey girt and post are covered
with boards also finished with a broad bead i nthis case almost a quarter
round, at theedge. The rest of theframng i sexposed. The sumrer beam
has 2 inch wide flat chamers and taper stops, while thegirts are plain.
The horizontal feather-edged sheathing which covers theouter walls was
presumably installed during therestoration i n 1919.

In thelobby, vertical feather-edged sheathing enclosed the staircase,
again presumably restoration finish of 1919. Cumm ngs noted that postsfor

interior doors are framed into thechimey girts and ti ebeans, a very
conservative construction technique. The door posts arenolded alongthe

outer edge.

In theright-hand room thesumer beam i sdecorated with 2 inch wi de flat
chanfers and taper stops. Vertical feather-edged sheathing on thewalls
and thetrim of thefireplace i nthis roomwas installed i n 1919.

In theleft-hand chanmber, early plaster i spreserved on theouter walls.
The vertical sheathing of thefireplace wall was put i nduringthe
restoration. The sumrer t i e beam and chimey t i e beam have flat chanmfers
and taper stops. I ntheright-hand chanber, thesumer ti ebeami salso
finished with flat chanmfers and taper stops. | nboth chanbers other
fram ng nmenbers have mnimal flat chanmfers or none at all. Posts are
deeply jowl ed Iike those of several other Topsfield houses surveved. The
W? HI of theright-hand chanber preserves itsoriginal finish of very
wi de horizontal boards with feather edges each nore than 30 inches wide Ld
18 feet long. This original Wall was apparently thesource for the design
of therestoration finish i ntherest of thehouse. The front and side
walls of theright-hand room are covered with horizontal feather-edged

A NNNN NNN"'"UN "o 1 1 1 1 1
vertical fea”{er-edged sheat hing. fireplace 1 sfinished with

The attic displays a principal rafter, common purlin roof. | nthecella-
wYnrf?!?2 K° TAMNAZA spanning beans each similarly decorated with 2 inch’
wi de rlat chanfers but for unexplained reasons running i ndifferent
ANNDEATTCONE N ANEATAAN A ANTEAN fireplace with ovens I nthe right-hand

cellar. Much of thefirebox appears t o have been rebuilt during thel919
wor k Because of t heslope of theland, theright-handcellar 1 sat ground

Staple tolnventorv form at borrnt
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H STORI CAL | NFCRVATI ON

The house i s associated with the early preservation novenent, having been
restored in 1919 wunder the supervision of George Francis Dow for Thonmas
Emerson Proctor. Dow who was restoring the Parson Capen house further
down Howlett St. at the sane time was associated for many years with the
Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities. Dow nade careful
observations of the structure during restoration, recording the presence of
early red paint or stain on the cover board of the plate hidden under a
later cornice and the presence of an original attic w ndow frame, "nailed
to the exterior underboarding through horns at the corners of the frame."
[2] Dow installed a great deal of feather-edged sheathing in the house,
both horizontal and vertical which resembles the surviving original finish
to the extent that i tis sometimes difficult to tell new from old. Most of
what appears to be new sheathing, however, has an extra small molding on
the feather-edge. Possibly Dow was sophisticated enough to add the extra
mol ding as a l|label so that the new sheathing could be readily distinguished
from the old. Further research in SPNEA' s archives should be undertaken to

docunent this important early restoration.
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