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Town T o p s f i e l d ' 

Address 86 H o w l e t t Road 

H i s t o r i c Name F r e n c h - A n d r e w s House 

Use: Presen t R e s i d e n t i a l 

O r i g i n a l R e s i d e n t l a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date c . 1718 

Source C u m m i n g s , M a s s . & i t s F i r s t Pe 

S t y l CF i r S t P e r i o d 
Houses , p . 1 8 7 

A r c h i t e c t Unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric Clapboards 

Outbuildings Garage / Barn - early 20th c. 

newer la t e 20th c. animal shelter 

Major Alterations (with dates) Lean-to 

a d d e d : 1 9 1 9 ; r e a r , e a s t e x t e n s i o n : 

Condition 195GS 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreace 

Setting 

3.8 acres 

r u r a l , n a r r o w w i n d i n g r o a d . 

F i e l d s and w o o d l a n d s s u r r o u n d house 

on s o u t h s l o p e b e l o w Route 1 

TM REFEREK'CE 
Z E N 

IQ / ?A1-nRn / 4 7 2 2 - 7 4 0 

3'SS QUADRANGLE Georgetown (now Ipswich) 

: A L E " ' 1:25,000 

Recorded by ^•^• 

Organization ^•^ 

:te 
June 1986 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

The French-Andrews House r e t a i n s I n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, m a t e r i a l s , 
workmanship and f e e l i n g i n i t s l a t e F i r s t Period frame and f i n i s h which 
embody d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of form and c o n s t r u c t i o n e l i g i b l e under 
C r i t e r i o n C. The c. 1718 frame, c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of l a t e F i r s t Period 
treatment i n i t s minimal d e c o r a t i o n , nevertheless embodies c e r t a i n features 
which l i n k i t t o e a r l i e r b u i l d i n g s i n the T o p s f i e l d area and even to the 
e a r l i e s t b u i l d i n g s i n Massachusetts. The massiveness of the frame and the 
use of beams which are deeper than they are wide r e l a t e the s t r u c t u r e to 
the Parson Capen house of 1683. The deeply jowled corner posts are found 
also i n the Stephen Foster house and the Zaccheus Gould house of c. 1700, 
suggesting a p e r s i s t e n t l o c a l s t y l e of post treatment. The framing of door 
posts f o r i n t e r i o r doors i n t o chimney g i r t s and t i e beams i s a s t r u c t u r a l 
technique found i n the e a r l i e s t houses i n Massachusetts i n c l u d i n g the 
Fairbanks house and d i r e c t l y d erived from English p r a c t i s e s . Normally 
superseded by other methods of framing doors i n l a t e r houses, the use of 
such door posts i n the French Andrews House i s a rare and conservative 
expression of d i r e c t t r a n s f e r framing p r a c t i c e s . 

The house i s also s i g n i f i c a n t f o r the s u r v i v a l of o r i g i n a l f i n i s h i n s i t u . 
The f i r e p l a c e t r i m i n the l e f t - h a n d room and p a r t i c u l a r l y the wide board 
feather-edged sheathing i n the right-hand chamber are noteworthy and 
up-to-date examples of l a t e F i r s t Period f i n i s h . 

On the basis of these features and the minimal chamfering of the frame, 
Cummings f e l t t h a t the house was b u i l t a f t e r Joseph Andrews of Boxford 
acquired the p r o p e r t y i n 1718, although e a r l i e r there was a s i n g l e c e l l 
house on the s i t e owned i n 1693 by John French Sr. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The French-Andrews house i s 5 bays wide, 2 1/2 s t o r i e s i n height and one 
room deep w i t h a lean-to added i n 1919 and a rear e l l d a t i n g from the 
1950's. O r i g i n a l l y a double c e l l , c e n t r a l chimney, plan house, the 
s t r u c t u r e was r e s t o r e d i n 1919 under the d i r e c t i o n of George Francis Dow t o 
i^^^P^®®®^^ F i r s t Period appeajrance. Diamond-paned, leaded glass casement 
windows were i n s t a l l e d and the chimney reb u i l t ' ^ f r o m the a t t i ? f!Sor wltS a 
decorative e x t e r i o r p i l a s t e r modeled a f t e r the one on the Parson Barnard 
House m North Andover. The simple doorway has a small hood. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

Du??L''t^i°?Qfr''''T "̂"̂  the lobby. 
^vn^SL o r e s t o r a t i o n l a t e r f i n i s h e s were removed and the framina 
S n i l h e s ma?cSlni^?H°^'?i"^' ''"'"^ c a r e f u l l y preserved a n l new ^ 
f i n i s h e s matching the o l d ones were i n s t a l l e d i n many areas. The frame i s 

Jn c h L S?drand"?r'"\°""; '""^ "̂̂ "'̂  t i e ^ e a m s being c 8 inches wide and 12 inches deep. The framing system includes b r i d g i n g 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r v form at bottom 
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( l o n g i t u d i n a l ) summer beams and transverse t i e beams. I n both u p s t a i r s and 
downstairs rooms, f r o n t , rear and end beams show peg holes f o r the studs 
which flanked the o r i g i n a l windows. The o r i g i n a l windows at the center of 
each w a l l were approximately 28 inches wide. J o i s t spacing i n the f i r s t 
f l o o r c e i l i n g s i s 21 inches on centers, while those of the second f l o o r are 
spaced 25 inches on centers. 

I n the l e f t - h a n d room, the large k i t c h e n f i r e p l a c e w i t h rear ovens appears 
to r e t a i n i t s o r i g i n a l t r i m . Boards w i t h a wide bead at the edge cover the 
jambs and l i n t e l of the f i r e p l a c e which i s recessed about 8 inches, and i s 
58 inches high by 107 inches wide. The chimney g i r t and post are covered 
w i t h boards also f i n i s h e d w i t h a broad bead i n t h i s case almost a quarter 
round, at the edge. The r e s t of the framing i s exposed. The summer beam 
has 2 inch wide f l a t chamfers and taper stops, while the g i r t s are p l a i n . 
The h o r i z o n t a l feather-edged sheathing which covers the outer w a l l s was 
presumably i n s t a l l e d d u r i n g the r e s t o r a t i o n i n 1919. 

I n the lobby, v e r t i c a l feather-edged sheathing enclosed the s t a i r c a s e , 
again presumably r e s t o r a t i o n f i n i s h of 1919. Cummings noted t h a t posts f o r 
i n t e r i o r doors are framed i n t o the chimney g i r t s and t i e beams, a very 
conservative c o n s t r u c t i o n technique. The door posts are molded along the 
outer edge. 

I n the right-hand room, the summer beam i s decorated w i t h 2 inch wide f l a t 
chamfers and taper stops. V e r t i c a l feather-edged sheathing on the w a l l s 
and the t r i m of the f i r e p l a c e i n t h i s room was i n s t a l l e d i n 1919. 

I n the l e f t - h a n d chamber, e a r l y p l a s t e r i s preserved on the outer w a l l s . 
The v e r t i c a l sheathing of the f i r e p l a c e w a l l was put i n during the 
r e s t o r a t i o n . The summer t i e beam and chimney t i e beam have f l a t chamfers 
and taper stops. I n the right-hand chamber, the summer t i e beam i s also 
f i n i s h e d w i t h f l a t chamfers and taper stops. I n both chambers other 
framing members have minimal f l a t chamfers or none at a l l . Posts are 
deeply jowled l i k e those of several other T o p s f i e l d houses surveved. The 
W?HI of the r i g h t - h a n d chamber preserves i t s o r i g i n a l f i n i s h of very 
wide h o r i z o n t a l boards w i t h feather edges each more than 30 inches wide L d 
18 f e e t long. This o r i g i n a l Wall was apparently the source f o r the design 
of the r e s t o r a t i o n f i n i s h i n the r e s t of the house. The f r o n t and side 
w a l l s of the ri g h t - h a n d room are covered w i t h h o r i z o n t a l feather-edged 

I V ^ ' ^^^^ ^^^""^ "° f i r e p l a c e i s f i n i s h e d w i t h v e r t i c a l feather-edged sheathing. 

The a t t i c d i s p l a y s a p r i n c i p a l r a f t e r , common p u r l i n r o o f . I n the c e l l a -
w Ynrf?!? K° T ^ ^ ' ^ Z ^ spanning beams each s i m i l a r l y decorated w i t h 2 in c h ' 
wide r l a t chamfers but f o r unexplained reasons running i n d i f f e r e n t 

^̂ ?̂f̂ ''°''M' A ^ t ^ ' ^ A ^ ^ ^̂ ""̂ ^ f i r e p l a c e w i t h ovens i n the right-hand 
c e l l a r . Much of the f i r e b o x appears t o have been r e b u i l t during the 1919 
work Because of the slope of the land, the rig h t - h a n d c e l l a r i s at ground 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r v form at b o r r n t 
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HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

The house i s associated w i t h the e a r l y p r e s e r v a t i o n movement, having been 
restored i n 1919 under the s u p e r v i s i o n of George Francis Dow f o r Thomas 
Emerson Proctor. Dow, who was r e s t o r i n g the Parson Capen house f u r t h e r 
down Howlett St. at the same time was associated f o r many years w i t h the 
Society f o r the Preservation of New England A n t i q u i t i e s . Dow made c a r e f u l 
observations of the s t r u c t u r e d u r i n g r e s t o r a t i o n , recording the presence of 
e a r l y red p a i n t or s t a i n on the cover board of the p l a t e hidden under a 
l a t e r cornice and the presence of an o r i g i n a l a t t i c window frame, "n a i l e d 
to the e x t e r i o r underboarding through horns at the corners of the frame." 
[2] Dow i n s t a l l e d a great deal of feather-edged sheathing i n the house, 
both h o r i z o n t a l and v e r t i c a l which resembles the s u r v i v i n g o r i g i n a l f i n i s h 
to the extent t h a t i t i s sometimes d i f f i c u l t t o t e l l new from o l d . Most of 
what appears t o be new sheathing, however, has an e x t r a small molding on 
the feather-edge. Possibly Dow was s o p h i s t i c a t e d enough t o add the e x t r a 
molding as a l a b e l so t h a t the new sheathing could be r e a d i l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
from the o l d . Further research i n SPNEA's archives should be undertaken to 
document t h i s important e a r l y r e s t o r a t i o n . 

REFERENCES 

1. Abbott Lowell Cummings, Massachusetts and i t s F i r s t Period Houses. 
Boston: Co l o n i a l Society of Massachusetts, 1979: 187-188. 

John H. Towne, " T o p s f i e l d Houses and B u i l d i n g s , " The H i s t o r i c a l 
C o l l e c t i o n s of the T o p s f i e l d H i s t o r i c a l Societv 8(1902): 22. 

HABS drawings. 

2. Cummings, Framed Houses of Massachusetts Bay, 1625-1725. (Cambridge: 
Belknap Press of Harvard U n i v e r s i t y Press, 1979): 153. 
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