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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Constructed in 1891, the Creative Arts League Building is composed of 
red brick and stands two storeys high. Despite being occupied by many 
different businesses over the years, the exterior of the building has 
remained unchanged. The building stands on a sloping lot and is basically 
a flat square structure.

A double-door main entrance is located in the northwest corner under the 
turret. A fan is located directly above the doorway and a semi-elliptical 
compound arch surrounds the entire entrance. The turret has a finial on 
top, arcature directly below the eaves, and three double-hung bay windows 
with eyebrows.

The north side of the building has a parapet with entablature located 
just below the roofline. The second-storey windows on this side of the 
building are part of an arcade with the exception of one window which is 
separated from the others. All the second-storey windows are double-hung. 
The first-storey has a series of squat slightly-arched rectangular windows, 
with a larger one separated from the others. The four smaller windows all 
have brick lugsills.

The west side of the building is crowned with a pediment. Directly below 
is the parapet which is a continuation from the north side of the building 
Below the parapet is an uninterrupted arcade of windows similar to those 
on the north face. On the ground floor are two entrances and four full- 
length windows topped by small mullion windows.

In 1962, the Creative Arts League purchased the building and did some 
restoration work, particularly on the exterior. The league was also able 
to retain all the original windows.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Peter Kirk, an Englishman, arrived on the east side of Lake Washington 
in 1888, intending to develop a gigantic steel mill complex. The 
location appeared promising because coal fields were located nearby 
and water transportation was at hand. Interestingly, at this time 
the nearby community that eventually became known as Kirkland had not 
even been incorporated.

The Kirk Building, as well as other brick structures, were erected as 
part of this complex. The proposed mill was located to the east of 
these buildings. The nation-wide panic of 1893, however, put an abrupt 
end to the steel mill development; and the Kirk Building was afterwards 
owned and used by mercantile store owners.

Eventually, the building was abandoned until the Creative Arts League 
purchased the structure with the intention of preserving it as a sig­ 
nificant landmark in Kirkland 1 s early history. Built in late Vic­ 
torian style, the building is the finest remnant left over from Kirk's 
aborted project.

The building exhibits several interesting architectural features. For 
instance, at the roof line on the west end of the structure stands a 
lone triangular pediment that contrasts sharply with the nearby arched 
windows. Also interesting are the sculptured parapets and the sculptured 
semi-elliptical arches above the main entrance and windows. These 
creme-colored features are extenuated by the common red brick back­ 
ground. The turret, as might be expected, has become the trademark of 
the building.

Although arcades, pediments, and parapets are common enough, the 
Creative Arts League Building has combined all in a rather quirkish 
and colorful fashion seldom seen in the Puget Sound Region.
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NAME AND TITLE:

___Charles 0. Morgan, President of Board of Directors
ORGANIZATION

___Creative Arts League
DATE

• August,- 1969
STREET AND NUMBER:

620 Market Street
CITY OR TOWN:

.Kijklanfl

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National State Local

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register, , ,

£££/——————————— ——^——————_
Director, Office of Archeology and Hisbttic Preservation

Date
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Charles H. Odega^rd

Title Director - Washington State
Parks & Recreation Commission
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PRESENT & ORIG. PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Peter Kirk Building is generally late Victorian in character and the exterior, 
in spite of many owners and periods of neglect appears the same as it did in the late 
1800's. There have been some interior changes-stairway moved and addition of fire- 
escape stairs in rear, also the addition of a mezzanine. The land on which it sits 
is sloping. The building is basically square, measuring 59' x 55'. The roof is flat 
with a continuous parapet on the north and west faces (aprox. 3 ft. high)* . There is 
an isolated pediment rising above the roof line on the west face. There is a decor* 
ated entablature with dentils and stylized brackets, the entablature is metal. The 
building material is brick in stretcher bond pattern. It is two stories with no 
basement. Second story windows are tall semicircular with radiating voussoirs and 
continuous sills; they are all double hung sash.. The western face on street level 
has store front windows, full length topped by 48 section "lights". The north face 
main level windows are squat segmented w/radiating voussoirs and a surround with trim. 
The entrance is semi-circular w/radiating voussoirs and a surround with" trim,, The 
recessed doors are double with windows.' There is a two section fan transom above the 
doors. The main entrance is topped on the second level by a turret with a candle- 
snuffer roof. The turret has four double hung windows topped by leaded stained glass 
lights. There is a metal finial atop the turret roof.

The present owners are seriously engaged in preservation work on the building. 
It has become a cultural center in the community.



SIGNIFICANCE

Builder (s) _____-JKirkland Investment 

Architect(s) and/or Engineer(s) ______

Date(s) Built 1891 Present Level of Significance' 

Most Significant Period 1850-1960______ ^National _State XLocal

STATEMENT OF HISTORY & SIGNIFICANCE
The town of Kirkland was planned (and platted)with the expectation of its becoming 

"The Pittsburg of the West". Peter Kirk, an Englishman and steel mill owner (Moss Bay 
Hematite Iron and Steel Ltd., Derbyshire), arrived in this area in 1888 after doing 
extensive research into the possibility of building a gigantic steel mill complex on 
the north eastern shore of Lake Washington. His findings were very promising; close 
proximity to water, nearby coal and coke mines, mineral deposits in the Cascade foot­ 
hills and the railroads beginning to open the area. After two years of extensive 
preparation, actual construction on the mill began in 1890. Until the mid 1880's 
there had been only a scattering of settlers (aprox. 100) with no greater expectations 
than just becoming a small community and someday a town.

Peter Kirk's dream caught the imagination of investors and speculators and they 
began buying up land, clearing, building roads and permanent buildings to house stores, 
Banks, and hotels. A group of Seattle businessmen, including Leigh Hunt (Hunt's Point), 
Walter Williams and Peter Kirk himself, formed the Kirkland Investment Company. One 
of the newly formed company's first endeavors was the building of a large (two story) 
brick business structure on the corner of Market St. and 7th Ave. (Picadilly St.) 
which was to have been the main road to the mill. The building became known as the 
Kirk Building. Four other buildings of a similar type were built by other business 
people and the grouping of five buildings became what was intended to be the center 
of the new "Boom Town". .The mill and its support industries would have employed 
thousands.

The Kirk Building originally housed a large merchantile and drug store on the 
street level and the offices of Kirkland Investment Co. on the upper level. Peter 
Kirk gained national recognition with his western Pittsburg dream. But he was plagued 
with financial problems and trouble getting the railroads to cooperate. Then in 1893, 
the whole country was swept with a financial panic and the mill venture was suddenly 
over. The mill which Kirk built is gone as is his home in Kirkland, leaving the Kirk 
Building as the sole structure left standing in which he was directly involved. It 
represents the unique beginnings of the town and commemorates the man himself.
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