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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known; PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

EXTERIOR

The Union County Jail, designed by Robert Mills, is of granite ashlar 
construction; the blocks were quarried from nearby Murphy Shoals. The 
walls average 21 inches thick. The structure is two-storied in the 

r; Palladian style with a high hipped roof that was originally pierced by 
four chimneys.

There are three arched openings to the entrance porch with the date 
"1823" inscribed over the center arch. The barred windows, doors, and 
a ventilator were arranged to provide free circulation of air through­ 
out the building.

Since 1900 there have been two additions to the building. On the left 
side of the structure is a one-story stuccoed wing that houses the 
sheriff's apartment; a two-storied fieldstone addition containing 
administrative offices and utility rooms is located to the rear.

INTERIOR

Mills' original floor plan has undergone extensive alteration, and most 
of the original interior features have been changed. The basic H-shaped 
design (with a hall running parallel to the entrance porch) has been 
modified and the circular stairway to the second floor has been enclosed

The second floor was originally a large room used for hanging criminals; 
it is now used as a cell block, and the original fittings have been 
removed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Robert Mills, South Carolina native and nationally known for his design 
for the Washington monument, was the architect of the Union County 
Jail, built in 1823 during his decade of work in South Carolina.

ARCHITECTURE:

Robert Mills was the first native-born architect regularly trained 
for the profession. While serving as Federal Architect, he designed 
the old Treasury, the U.S. Post Office Building, and the Patent Office 
in Washington, D.C.

Mills' work is characterized by the innovative technical aspects 
employed in his designs for government structures. He was an advocate 
of fireproof construction; in his prison and institutional designs, he 
incorporated many ideas which were radical for the era. Mills 
recommended that there be no basement dungeons, for he felt that most 
breakouts occurred as a result of tunneling to the outside from a base­ 
ment area. He also recommended that a caretaker's apartment be placed 
to overlook the prison (the sheriff's apartment at Union is probably 
an outgrowth of this idea).

SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN:

Robert Mills was interested in providing decent living conditions for 
those in prison. Cells, as in the Union Jail, were to be one-roomed 
and were arranged to provide for adequate ventilation. Basement dun­ 
geons were not to be used because of their unhealthy nature, and 
buildings were to made as fireproof as possible to insure prisoner 
safety.
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; Marsh, Blanche. Robert Mills ~ Architect in South Carolina, Columbia:
The R.L. Bryan Company, 1970. p. 63 and 139. 

Gallagher, H.M. Pierce. Robert Mills - Architect of the Washington
Monument, New York: Columbia U niversity Press, 1935 (dust cover).
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