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The Old Manse is located near the center of a 6.71 acre parcel of
open land which stretches from Monument Street on the east to the bank of
the Concord River on the west. Immediately to the north of the property
are the avenue leading to the Old North Bridge and the Bridge itself. To
the south is more open land, now a part of "the Minute Man National Historical
Park.

The Old Manse was built c. 1769 for the Rev. William Emerson and has 
remained relatively unaltered since that date. It is a 2 1/2 story frame and 
clapboard structure on a low stone foundation, with a gambrel roof broken by 
two interior chimneys. Windows are 12/12 double-hung sash topped by molded 
lintels and flanked by louvered blinds. Entrances are located at the center 
of the east (front), south, and west (rear) elevations. Those on the east and 
south are flanked by pilasters; all three are topped by triangular pediments. 
On the rear of the house, the southern two bays project to form a leanto, to 
which is attached a 1-story gable-roofed ell. To the south of the ell and 
attached to it at right angles is a 1-story gable-roofed shed. The gabled 
dormer at the center of the forward roof slope and the bay window at the side 
of the house on the southeast corner were added c. 1880.

The interior of the house follows a typical center hall plan. On the 
first floor are a formal parlor and dining room on the north side of the hall, 
a smaller parlor and kitchen on the south side, and a summer kitchen in the 
ell. On the second floor are three bedrooms and, at the northwest corner, 
the study used by both Ralph Waldo Emerson and Nathaniel Hawthorne. All of 
the rooms have paneling of fine though not unusual quality. Original French 
wallpaper in the small parlor and elsewhere in the house predates 1850. Much 
of the window glass is original; panes in the dining room and in the study 
bear inscriptions cut by Hawthorne and his wife with her diamond ring. That 
in the dining room reads, "Una Hawthorne (the author's first child, born in 
the house) stood on this window sill January 22, 1845, while the trees were 
all glass chandeliers, a goodly show which she liked much, tho 1 only ten 
months old."
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This 2 1/2-story, gambrel-roofed house in Concord, Massachusetts, derives 
its primary significance from its association with Nathaniel Hawthorne, one 
of the greatest fiction writers in American literature. Hawthorne and his 
wife, the former Sophia Peabody, moved to the house immediately after their 
marriage in July, 1842. Their 3 1/2 years there are described in Hawthorne's 
American Notebooks and his essay "The Old Manse" as a marital idyll. It 
was Hawthorne who named the house the Old Manse; most of the tales included 
in his Mosses From an Old Manse (1846) were written there.

The Old Manse was constructed c. 1769 for the Rev. William Emerson, pastor of 
the Church in Concord (now the First Parish Church) and chaplain to the 
Continental Army at Ticonderoga. Rev. Emerson's grandson, essayist and 
philosopher Ralph Waldo Emerson, visited the house frequently as a child 
and lived there in 1834, during which year he worked on the long essay pub 
lished in 1836 under the title Nature. The Old Manse remained a private resi 
dence until 1939 when it was acquired by the Trustees of Reservations. It 
is open to the public daily from June 1 through October 15, on weekends from 
April 19 through June 1 and again from October 15 through November 11.

HISTORY OF THE HOUSE

The Old Manse was built c. 1769 for the Rev. William Emerson, pastor of 
the Church in Concord (now the First Parish Church). The Rev. Emerson was 
an ardent supporter of American independence. During the fight at the North 
Bridge on April 19, 1775, it is said that his wife and children watched from 
an upper window while he stood in the field beside the Manse encouraging the 
Minute Men and helping those of his congregation who fled to the Manse for 
safety. The following year, the Rev. Emerson marched with the Concord contin 
gent to Ticonderoga where he served as chaplain to the Continental Army until 
he contracted camp fever and was sent home. He died at Rutland, Vermont, on 
October 20, 1776.

In 1780, Emerson's widow married his successor at the Concord Church, 
the Rev. Ezra Ripley, with whom she continued to live at the Old Manse, 
where their three children were born. Mrs. Ripley's grandson, Ralph Waldo 
Emerson, visited the Manse frequently during his childhood and lived there 
throughout 1834. During that year, he worked on the long essay which he 
published in 1836 under the title Nature.
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After the death of Ezra Ripley, his son Samuel, also a minister, rented 
the furnished house from 1842 to 1846 to Nathaniel Hawthorne and his bride, 
the former Sophia Peabody. Hawthorne gave the house its name and wrote much 
of the Mosses From an Old Manse (1846) in the upstairs room that Ralph Waldo 
Emerson had used as a study. During this period, Hawthorne's first child, 
Una, was born.

When the Hawthornes left in 1846, the Rev. Samuel Ripley returned to 
his birthplace with his wife and the youngest members of their large family. 
He died the following year, but his window continued to live at the Manse 
until her own death many years later. Mrs. Ripley was a remarkable woman, 
distinguished for her learning (she tutored Harvard students in French, Ger 
man, Italian, Greek and Latin, and specialized in mathematics); during her 
time, the Manse became one of the centers of the literary life of Concord.

Samuel Ripley f s descendants continued to live in the Old Manse until 
1939 when it and most of its furnishings were acquired by the Trustees of 
Reservations, a private organization for the preservation of significant 
natural and historical sites in Massachusetts. The Trustees open the Manse 
to the public daily from June 1 through October 15; from April 19 through 
June 1 and again October 15 through November 11, it is open on Saturdays 
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Sundays from 1:00 to 4:30 p.m.

BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY, NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE

Nathaniel Hawthorne was born in Salem, Massachusetts, on July 4, 1804. 
His boyhood was spent in Salem and near Lake Sebago in Maine. He attended 
Bowdoin College and graduated in the class of 1825. Three fellow students 
became his lifelong friends: Franklin Pierce, 14th President of the United 
States; Horatio Bridge, Commodore in the United States Navy; and Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow, the noted American poet. Following college, Hawthorne 
returned to his mother's house in Salem (his father had died when Hawthorne
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was four years old), where he devoted himself to mastering the art of fiction. 
Always hi-3 own severest critic, he destroyed much of what he wrote during 
this early period.

After publishing Fanshawe, a rather undistinguished first novel, in 
1828, Hawthorne turned to the short tale and eventually made it his distinc 
tive metier. His tales originally appeared in various periodicals and later 
were collected in book form. Twice-Told Tales, his first collection, appeared 
in 1837 and in a second, enlarged edition in 1842. Since these volumes 
brought their author more fame than money, he took a job in the Boston Custom 
House in 1839-40. For six months in 1841, Hawthorne lived at Brook Farm, the 
Utopian literary and economic community founded by the Rev. George Ripley 
at West Roxbury, Massachusetts.

Hawthorne met Sophia Peabody in 1839. After their marriage on July 9, 
1842, they went to the Old Manse in Concord to live. Their life there during 
the next 3 1/2 years, described in Hawthorne's American Notebooks and his essay 
"The Old Manse", is a famous marital idyll of American literature. In that 
period Hawthorne saw a good deal of his Concord neighbors Ralph Waldo Emerson 
and Henry David Thoreau; he welcomed their companionship but rejected their 
Transcendental philosophy. While at the Manse he returned to the writing of 
tales. Mosses From an Old Manse appeared in 1846, but with the same result 
as his earlier collections: literary success, monetary failure. Unable to 
continue paying his rent, he returned with his wife and daughter to his mother's 
house in Salem.

Hawthorne was always a loyal member of- the Democratic party and by pulling 
political strings received from the Polk Administration in 1846 an appoint 
ment to a position in the Salem Custom House. Three years later he was 
dismissed when the Whig administration of Zachary Taylor began. Though 
angered by his dismissal at first, he later called it a blessing, for in his 
enforced leisure he wrote The Scarlet Letter. The book, which appeared in
1850. made him famous and was eventually recognized as one ofTthe greatest 
American novels.

When the sharp local references in the introductory essay to The Scarlet 
Letter made Hawthorne distinctly unpopular in Salem, he and his family moved to 
a small house overlooking the Stockbridge Bowl in theBerkshires near Lenox, 
Massachusetts. There he wrote The House of the Seven Gables, published in
1851. There also he enjoyed the friendship of Herman Melville, who lived in 
nearby Pittsfield. Despite the difference in their ages (Hawthorne was the 
elder by 15 years), the relationship was one of the most productive in American 
literature, for each encouraged and stimulated the other (it was during this 
period that Melville completed Moby Dick, his most significant work, which
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he dedicated to Hawthorne).

The Hawthornes spent the winter of 1851-52 at West Newton, Massachusetts, 
where he wrote The Blithdale Romance, a study of a socialist community based 
on his experience at Brook Farm. In the spring of 1852, he purchased The 
Wayside in Concord. There he wrote a campaign biography of Franklin Pierce. 
In 1853, after Pierce's election to the Presidency, Hawthorne was appointed 
United States Consul at Liverpool.

The Hawthornes remained in England until the end of Pierce T s administration 
in 1857. While Hawthorne performed his consular duties well, he also found 
time for travel and sight-seeing, later recorded in his English Notebooks. 
His nearly two years in Italy (1858-59) provided the material for the Italian 
Notebooks. In 1859 the Hawthornes returned to England, where at Redcar and 
later at Leamington Hawthorne wrote The Marble Faun. His last completed 
novel, it appeared simultaneously in Boston and in London (under the title 
Trans format ion') early in 1860. In June of that year the Hawthornes returned 
to Concord and settled at The Wayside.

After 1860, Hawthorne's health failed rapidly and mysteriously. He managed 
to incorporate some of the material from his English journals in a series of 
articles published in the Atlantic Monthly and later collected under the title 
Our Old Home but, though he filled hundreds of manuscript pages with drafts 
of stories, his attempts at fiction were generally unsuccessful. Septimus 
Felton and Dr. Grimshawe' Secret, published posthumously, were fragmentary and 
inferior to their author's best work. While on a trip to the White Mountains 
with Franklin Pierce, Hawthorne died in his sleep on May 19, 1864, at Plymouth, 
New Hampshire. His body was returned to Concord and lies in Sleepy Hollow 
Cemetery.
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The Old Manse, Concord, Massachusetts

Geographical Data, Verbal Boundary Description (continued)

stone wall); thence, easterly along said southern line (extended) to its 
intersection with the western curbline of Monument Street; thence, southerly 
along said western curbline to the point of beginning.


