AREA FORM NO.
FCRM B - BUI LDI NG

208
MASSACHUSETTS HI STORI CAL COVM SSI ON
294 WASHI NGTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02108
Town Rehobot h
Addr ess N2 Moulton Street
Hi storic Nane "Branble Hill®
PHOQ (3x3" or 3x5", black &white) ,
staple toleft side of form Use:  Present residence
Phot o nunber Original residence
DESCR PTI O\
Dat e 1923- 1928
Source  present owner
SKETCH MP _
Showproperty's locationin relation Style French Norrman Revi val
t 0o nearest cross streets and/ or ,
geogr aphi cal features. I ndicate Architect Albert Harkness
all buil dings between inventoried _ _ .
Proper e XX MA Exterior wall fabric field stone
ndicai

Qut bui l dings contenporary garage.

r-dfc ° /\A\y/\ | ater barn and sheds

Major alterations (with dates) none

Moved no Dat e
UM 19/ 313840/ 4636060 Approx. acreage_ 9.70
Recorded by y. H Adans Setting 400 - 500 feet fromroadon
Organi zation Rehoboth Historical Commi ssion hill, well screened, rural contex

Date My 1981

(Staple additional sheets here)



ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE (Describe iJiiportant architectural features and
evaluate i nterms of other buildingswithin thecomunity.)

Known as "Branble Hill," this house i san outstanding exanple of early 20th century
French Norman Revival architecture. The masonry house i sinformal and conpact,

yet elegant, and exhibits fine workmanship and materials throughout. |ts setting
at thecrest of a small hill surrounded by sloping |lawn creates the inmpression

of a small scale manor and grounds. Entrance from thecircular Belgian cobble
courtyard i sinto a small hall with basket weave brick floor. The "hall" has

a cathedral celling, large stone fireplace, and a parquet floor of cross-grain

(Continued)
HSTORCAL SANH CANCE (Explainthe role owlers played inlocal or state
history and howthe building relates to the devel opment of the coinmunity.) e
Brambl e Hill was comm ssioned by a Ms. Briggs (neeCarpenter), a nenber of an
old Rehoboth famly, as part of a divorce settlement when she wished toreturn

to Rehoboth. She and her children lived here for many years. Interestingly enough,
a subsequent owner purchased i t as a wedding present.

Bl BLI O3RAPHY and/ or REFERENCES (nane of publication, author, date andpublisher)

QM - 7/82



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Cor anuni ty: Formio:

MASSACHEETTS HISTORICAL COV'SSON Rehobot h 208
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Nane: "Branble Hill"

Indicate each item on inventory form whidi is being continued below.
ARCH TECTURAL S| GNl FI CANCE ( Cont i nued)

cut redwood. A library or deni spanelled i nmtched walnut andal |l the Interior
doors andarchitectural trim aremhogany. Consolidation of thekitchen and pantry
to create anore spacious facility hasbeen theonly major alteration,

This i soneof thefewhouses i nRehoboth for which anarchitect canbe identified.
It was designed by Al bert Harkness, a prom nent architect, andconstructed between
1923 and 1928. Harkness, who died i n1980, was responsible for a great nunber

of large public buildings i nRhode Island, especially schools and churches.

This residential project invokes a grandeur which contrasts strikingly against

the nore typical Rehoboth dwelling. Nevertheless, this house, like sonmany i n
town, has seen it sdays of neglect andvandalism Although sonewhat of an anonaly
in Rehoboth, "Bramble Hill" represents a significant, i fsmall, aspect of thetown's

residential development i nadditiontostanding onitsownarchitectural merit.
As a striking and meticulously detailedarchitectural statement unique i n Rehoboth
and designed by apre-emnent local architect. Branble Hill neets*iteria B anjj-
C of theNational Register of Historic Places individually.

1

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet

ltem numtier

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Name
State

Rehoboth Multiple Resource Area
M assachusetts

Nomination/Type of Review

Nk /\/\Distl\icl\/\/\/\l\/\

Bluoofaiirfv0: Hevlew ~MAPA

Attest
2. Allen, Elisha, House Entered I n t he Keeper
Hat | onal Register ~
Attest
3.( Anawan Club Caretaker's K egper
House
Attest
4.1 Anawamd ub C ubhouse Q. ] % N-Kiepgr
Hat | onal Ee«t Bt «r
Attest
5 Anawan Rock Sntered 1 n the K eeper
National Be«l 8ter
Attest
6. Baker House Entered I n tka
ifatlonal Register eeper
Attest
7 Bliss, Abiah, House Sntered
Nat | onal Eegleter eeper
Attest
8 Bliss, Daniel, Homestead Entered I n t he eeper
National Eegleter
Attest
g Bowen, Nathan, House , . feeeper
y- ' wntered I n the
National Register Attest
4'Q Brambl e Hill Entered I n the ceper
Hat | onal Register

Attest

OMB No. 1024-0018

Exp. 10-31-84

For NPS UM <miy
received

date entered

Page /
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8. Significance
Plim* ito—««tl|wlllini cmm KliirtWy

*p»iWlc imiaa MMar'*r«Mta«t

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. i>iajor Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Pata

UMT Rs#orvtioea

VMM >iiw<«ry "MCription ami JiaatmeaNaii

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

Th* (valuaMd ttgnltlcane* et IM* prapany wMXin th* staM It:

national Mata local

Hlatortc Praaarvatton Otticaf signatura

date

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272 -3504









32 Moulton Street
"Bramblehill" (form 208)
Town of Rehobot h Property Mp
scale 1"=200' 1978



Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000292



