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Recorded by y. H. Adams 

Organization Rehoboth H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Date May 1981 

Town Rehoboth 

Address ^2 Moulton Street 

His t o r i c Name "Bramble H i l l " 

Use: Present 

Original 

residence 

residence 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1923-1928 

Source present owner 

Style French Norman Revival 

Architect Albert Harkness 

Exterior wall fabric f i e l d stone 

Outbuildings contemporary garage. 

l a t e r barn and sheds  

Major alterations (with dates) none 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage_ 9.70 

Setting 400 - 500 feet from road on 

h i l l ; well screened, rural contex 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe iJiiportant a r c h i t e c t u r a l features and 
evaluate i n terms of other buildings w i t h i n the community.) 

Known as "Bramble H i l l , " t h i s house i s an outstanding example of early 20th century 
French Norman Revival architecture. The masonry house i s informal and compact, 
yet elegant, and exhibits f i n e workmanship and materials throughout. I t s setting 
at the crest of a small h i l l surrounded by sloping lawn creates the impression 
of a small scale manor and grounds. Entrance from the cir c u l a r Belgian cobble 
courtyard i s int o a small h a l l w ith basket weave br i c k f l o o r . The " h a l l " has 
a cathedral c e l l i n g , large stone fireplace, and a parquet f l o o r of cross-grain 

(Continued) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state 
history and how the building relates to the development of the coinmunity.) • 

Bramble H i l l was commissioned by a Mrs. Briggs (nee Carpenter), a member of an 
old Rehoboth family, as part of a divorce settlement when she wished to return 
to Rehoboth. She and her children l i v e d here for many years. Interestingly enough, 
a subsequent owner purchased i t as a wedding present. ... 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher) 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Continued) 

cut redwood. A l i b r a r y or den i s panelled i n matched walnut and a l l the I n t e r i o r 
doors and arc h i t e c t u r a l t r i m are mahogany. Consolidation of the kitchen and pantry 
to create a more spacious f a c i l i t y has been the only major a l t e r a t i o n . 

This i s one of the few houses i n Rehoboth for which an architect can be i d e n t i f i e d . 
I t was designed by Albert Harkness, a prominent arc h i t e c t , and constructed between 
1923 and 1928. Harkness, who died i n 1980, was responsible for a great number 
of large public buildings i n Rhode Island, especially schools and churches. 

This r e s i d e n t i a l project invokes a grandeur which contrasts s t r i k i n g l y against 
the more t y p i c a l Rehoboth dwelling. Nevertheless, t h i s house, l i k e so many i n 
town, has seen i t s days of neglect and vandalism. Although somewhat of an anomaly 
i n Rehoboth, "Bramble H i l l " represents a s i g n i f i c a n t , i f small, aspect of the town's 
r e s i d e n t i a l development i n addition to standing on i t s own arc h i t e c t u r a l merit. 
As a s t r i k i n g and meticulously detailed a r c h i t e c t u r a l statement unique i n Rehoboth 
and designed by a pre-eminent lo c a l a r c h i t e c t . Bramble H i l l meets ^ i t e r i a B anjj-
C of the National Register of Historic Places i n d i v i d u a l l y . 
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•ĵQ Bramble H i l l Entered In the 
Hatlonal Register 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

^-Kiep er 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

eeper 

Attest 

eeper 

Attest 

eeper 

Attest 

feeeper 

Attest 

eeper 

Attest 

^ iZ±AfA> 

<^A^Af3 





8. S ign i f i cance 

Plim* i t o — « « t l | w l l l i n i c m m Kl i i r tWy 

•p»iWlc imiaa M M a r ' * r « M t a « t 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
applicable criteria 
justification of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
justification of exception 
other 

9 . i>iajor Bib l iographical R e f e r e n c e s 

10 . O e o g r a p h i c a l P a t a 

UMT Rs#orvtioea 

V M M >i iw<«ry ^MCription ami JiaatmeaNaii 

11. Form Prepared By 

12 . S t a t e Histor ic Preserva t ion Off icer Cert i f icat ion 
Th* (valuaMd ttgnltlcane* et IM* prapany wMXin th* staM It: 

national Mata local 

HIatortc Praaarvatton Otticaf signatura 

date 

13 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 







32 Moulton Street 
"Bramblehill" (form 208) 
Town of Rehoboth Property Map 
scale 1"=200' 1978 
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