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ARCH TECTURL. S GNH CANE of area. (Describe phyS|caI setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).

The Union Mills conmplex contains one of the earliest remaining mlls inFall River,

dating from 1859. Located on the east side of the Quequechan River, the Union was
one of the first inthe city to be powered by steamand was the first mill to be
huilt above the falls, a change nade possible by the new steam engines and rmade
necessary by the fact that al | suitable locations near waterfalls were by then
fully occupied. The 1859 mill was designed by Josiah Brown, the first builder

of local mlls who can be considered a professional designer. Brown was self-
educated and had traveled to Europe for study and observation. H was assisted

in this early effort by Wa C. Davol. Brown |ater designed the Robeson, Border
City, Fall River Manufactory and Montaup, of which the first two survive. The
Union, originally 95 stories high, is of the narrowmill type and measures

160" X 70'. | twas constructed of irregular granite ashlar with parged joints,

in a style vaguely reflective of Italianate influences. As was typical of granite
mills of the period, walls at the base were over 3 feet thick and floor timbers
were 12" X 16" supported on heavy iron columms. Except for changes in the roofline,
HSTCRCALS$3NF|OBN:E of area. (Explain devel opnent of area, what causedit,

and how it affected conmunity; be specific). : :

The Union M I1s Conpany, i ncorporated in 1859, was the first Fall River textile
conpany to be financed by community stock subscriptions. The idea of a mill
corporation owned by shareholders was conceived by Hale Remington, who invited
others to participate includingS A Chace, the conpany's first president, and
David Anthony, the first treasurer. Capital of $175,000 was raised from twenty
subscribers, al | described as "gentlemen" with holdings from $1,000 to $2, 000.

The original 1859 print cloth mill, anong the first inthe city to be powered by
steam had a capacity of 15,000 spindles. During the war the enterprise was
sufficiently profitable to allow construction of a second mill of 30,000 spindles

in 1865 without any increase in capital or assessnent of stockholders.. During the
financial troubles of 1879, the property was sold to creditors -and reorganized as
the Union Cotton Manufacturing GConpany, capitalized at $750,000. A third mill
brought capacity to 89,608 spindles and 2,122 |ooms. During peak years of pro-

duction following World Wr | , capacity reached 110,816 spindles and 2,837 |oomns
with 900 enployed in the production of print cloth and wi de goods measuring

30 million yards annually. The Union Mills paid cash dividends which averaged
20.7 percent between 1911 and 1925, a record equalled by only one other Fall River
mll. Wthin a few years, however. Fall River's mill econony collapsed and the
Union closed in 1929. Buildings are presently used for retail space, light «

manufacturing and storage.
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ARCH TECTURAL SI GNLFI CANCE  (Continuation)

the Union i srepresentative of theearly period of Fall River mill architecture. The
cotton machinery was built by Marvel, Davol s Co. of Fall River and Wf. Mason of
Taunton. The engine by t heCorliss Steam Engine Co. of Providence was of t he type

whi ch was t obeconme fanous throughout t hemanufacturing world. Qne of its advantages
was that t heexhaust steamcould be used for dressing theloomwarps andi nwinter for
heating thebuildings. The Union was thefirst mill i nFall River tobe heated i nthis
manner. The contract with theCorliss Conpany stated that themill could either paya
fixed sumor t he anount saved i nenergy over a period of time, andt hemanagenent
quickly paid thestipulated amount because t he econony was so marked. This type of

engi ne was used i n nmost subsequent factories until thedobe Yarri Mills #2 of 1886-7
In 1865 a second granite mill, 282" X 72', andells were constructed, along with a
cotton storage house andoffice. I n 1878athird brick mll was built, andi n 1890
a separate engine house andboiler house were added t oMi || #2, andal | three mill

buildings were altered with therenmoval of their gable roofs andaddition of an upper
story, overhanging bracketed cornice andlow-pitched roof. Nine buildings remain
including Mill #1 andoneell. Mill #2 andpicker house, boiler house and engine

room a brick storage house and a | ater engine roomattached toM Il #1. Mst of the
buildings aregranite, giving theconplex aunity of materials i naddition to its

early feeling; '; . osy/ -ee - , S L.
The UnionM I Is Complexisoneof thecity'searliestremining mlls, associated
with a prom nent | ocal architect,and reflects thenoniinental granite architecture.,.
of theperiod. It alsorepresents a substantial periodof post-~war industri.al
expansion, andthus neets criteria A and C of the Nati onal Regi ster. '
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