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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Pejepscot Paper Mill at Topsham is the earliest surviving 
example of Maine's nineteenth century wood pulp mills, Architecturally, 
it is also the finest. Erected in 1868 this complex of industrial build­ 
ings is dramatically sited at Brunswick Falls on the Androscoggin River.

The main structure has a granite foundation, stands three and a half 
stories high, and is of brick construction. The style is Italianate with 
a gambrel roof to span the wide breadth of the building. The southern 
end of the mill faces directly on the river and is the most ornamental. 
The wall is divided into eight bays of recessed brick panels with arched 
tops. The four central bays rise four full stories, the one directly 
on either side of the central section is three-and-a-half, and the one 
at either end is three. Within the recessed panels are windows with 
arches over them. The style of the arches vary slightly from story to 
story. On the half story of the bay directly to either side of the cen­ 
tral section is a small blind arch. The gambrel roof overhangs slightly.

The east and west walls of the Pejepscot Paper Mill are divided into 
sixteen bays of recessed brick panels with arched tops. Each wall stands 
three stories high. Within the recessed panels are windows with arches 
above them. As on the southern end of the building, the style of the 
arches vary slightly with each story. On the west wall there are loading 
doorways as well as windows. The gambrel roof overhangs slightly on both 
the east and west sides. The east and west sections of the gambrel roof 
each have a series of sixteen skylights on them. About midway on the top 
of the gambrel roof is centered a square two story wooden cupola. The 
first stage is slightly larger than the second. Each side of each stage 
has two windows. Each window is ornamented with a projecting horizontal 
molding above it supported by small brackets. Small brackets also appear 
around the cornice of each stage of the cupola. The roof of the cupola 
is hipped with a decorative pinnacle at the center.

The north wall of the Pejepscot Paper Mill connects to a large 
complex of wooden structures which extend both north and west of the 
brick building. Many of these wooden frame buildings are similar in form 
to barns and other farm buildings in the nearby countryside. Some have 
the simple Italianate trim identical to that found on the cupola of the 
brick mill and may be contemporary with its construction. The academic 
dignity of the brick mill is an interesting contrast to the indigirous 
forms of its adjacent wooden structures.

The Pejepscot Paper Mill is one of the most handsome and well 
preserved industrial sites in Maine. It belongs to a period of indus­ 
trialization when pride was taken in the exterior design and appearance 
of buildings. Thus, the mill should be considered of major importance 
to the nineteenth century architectural heritage of the state.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The first wood pulp mills operated in Maine were located at Norway 
and Topsham. The Topshani Mill was erected in the latter part of 1868. 
The Topsham Paper Company utilized grinders from the machine shop of the 
Bath Iron Works and (jrew rapidly from its humble beginnings in the base­ 
ment of a sawmill run by Charles D. Brgw'n and E. B. Dentstm. The success 
of this early venture caused Brown and'Denison to branch out with other 
mills. Overexpansion, trouble with the Voelter patent holders and a rela­ 
tively poor location caused the firm to go out of business in the mid 70's

The Cpmpany failed in 1874 and was purchase^ at auction by W.H. & 
A. W. Paeons for $80,000. Four months later the Bowdoin Paper Manufac­ 
turing Company was organized with Adna T. Den^sbn as its treasurer. Deni- 
son saw the future in wood-pulp paper and was one of the pioneers of that 
industry. The complex of Maine Mills under Denison's control were the 
first companies in Maine to grow beyond humble beginnings. Before Denisor 
empire collapsed under the auctioneer's hammer in 1887, he owned and open 
ted mills in Portland, Mechanic Falls, Canton, Norway, and the mill at 
Topsham.

As David C. Smith points out in his History of Papermaking in the 
United States, (Lockwood 1970) Denison suffered from the fact that "his 
vision was more elastic than his capital". The paper industry at Topsham 
did survive, however, and the mill continues to produce paper to this day 
under the name of the Pejepscot Paper Company.

The Pejepscot Paper Company owes its significance to its early entry 
into the field of wood pulp production. Its utilization of the fround- 
wood process heralded the real birth of an industry which in the 20th 
century would become "King" in Maine. For some the noxious fumes which 
issued forth from the stacks of Sulphite and later Kraft pulp mills would 
be an unwelcome irritant; to a few it would mean enormous profits; but to 
countless thousands of Maine workers it meant an economic alternative to 
shoe factories, casual labor or emigration from the state they loved.

Unlike most other paper mills of its period, the Pejepscot Company 
remains as an outstanding example of mid-nineteenth century industrial 
architecture and site location. Constructed at Brunswick Falls on a site 
utilized as a water power source since the 18th century, the main mill 
building and its surroundings present a classic picture of 19th century 
industrial New England.
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