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ARCA I TECTURAL SIGNLFI CANCE  (describe inmportant architectural features and
evaluate i nterns of other buildingswithin conmunity)

This house i sone of Reading's nore el aborate Queen Anne structures.

O basically thesanme cruciformplan as it sneighbor, 55 Wburn Street,
it 1 senlivened: 1) by itsvariations of shape, such as thevoid ofthe
porch, and t herounded gabl e-wi ndow jambs; and 2) by surface detail,
such as it spatterned shingles, recessed stucco sunburst, elaborate!
porch railing, paneled spandrels, and unusual brackets. The Queen Anne
period introduced a new freedom i narchitectural massing and ornament;
this house takes good advantage of both.

HSTORCAL SSGNH CANCE (explain therole owers played i nlocal or state history
and how t he building relates t othedevel opnent of the conmnity)

Dr. Alfred Danforth was living at 55 Wbburn Street when he purchased
the | ot next door, on which he had this house built i n1887. |t was
designed by prominent local architect Horace G Wadlin, and built by
Captain A.J. Bancroft.

Danforth owned and operated a drugstore on thecorner of Main and Pleasant
Streets for many years. He located first i nthe Bank Building before nov-
ing across Pleasant Street totheopposite corner, 1 Harnden Street.

After Alfred's death i n1923, hi sson Percy rant hebusiness through

1956. I nthat year, i t passed t o AbrahamBerson, who still operates

the drugstore under hi s nane.

B BLI G3RAPHY and/ or FEFEHRENCES

1889 nmap - Alfred W Danforth

1906 map - Alfred W Danforth

1884, 1917 business directories

Chronicle, May 21, 1887; July 30, 1887; and Dec. 10, 1887,
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Fom No:

RASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL  CCMANSSON Reading C-177

Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property Name

Indicate each item on inventory form v”ich is being continued belcw.

CRI TERI A FCR EVALUATI ON

This house i s significant (1) foritsrole in ate 19th-century

the |
residential development of Woburn Street; (2) foritsconnection with
| ongti me Reading druggist Alfred Danforth; and (3) as anintact exanple of
an architect-designed Queen Anne-style residence. | tretains integrity
of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, andfeeling, and

meets Criteria A, B, andC of the National Register.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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WASO Form - 177
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

House at 57 Wobum Street (Reading MRA)
Middlesex County
MASSACHUSETTS

e resubmission
e nomination by person or local government
CH owner objection

Working No.

Fed. Reg. Date:

Date Due:
Action:

Entered I nthe

Kat | onal ' REJECT.
B%%’Agency:

7

4 1931

ACCEPT
RETURN

date.

* appeal i
Substantive Review: 2 sample d] request * appeal CH NR decision
Reviewer's comments:
Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
. see continuation sheet
Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible
4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? * ves * no
7. Description
Condition Check one Chadk one
excellent | | deteriorated unaltered « original site
good I lruins CH altered moved
CHfair CD unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
CH completeness

CH clarity
| | alterations/integrity
e dates

| Iboundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CHsummary paragraph

CH completeness

CH clarity

CH applicable criteria

CH justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource
CH context

CD relationship of integrity to significance
CD justification of exception

CD other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CD Maps
CD Photographs
CD Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet









#C 177 57 Uoburn 5t.
hap 64, Lot 35

1983 Assessors Hap

1II — 100'



Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290



