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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Western Union Building is a landmark on the Main Street of Aberdeen, South Dakota.
Since its construction in 1888-90 by the Northwestern National Bank, it has housed a
grocery store, gas company and professional offices;until recently, it became the
Dacotah Prairie Museum.

The three story pressed brick structure has a cut stone foundation, pressed brick walls
in the running bond pattern with thin bread and butter joints and a flat roof. Pilasters
extend to the top of the building. The front (south) entrances are covered by large
Romanesque arches with a canvas awning over the main entrance. The first floor windows
have segmental arches with four rows of radiating voussoirs and a single row of bricks
for lugsills. The second story windows have segmental arches with radiating voussoirs
covering double hung windows with transoms in sets of two between pilasters. A single
row of bricks form the lugsills here also. Roundheaded arches with triple rows of
radiating voussoirs encase the third story windows, which are double hung with round
headed transoms. The building was constructed on lots 7 and 8, block 8 of the original
plat of Aberdeen. In spite of renovations on the interior, the exterior of the building
has changed very little over the years.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Western Union Building, a landmark on Aberdeen's Main Street, is one of the few
remaining second generation commercial buildings in town. It served as a bank during
most of the 1890's until the company folded. In 1906 it became the Hoggarty Building
and again was used as a bank. A year later Western Union took over occupancy and

the building received its present title. Although typical of many area buildings

in its choice of construction materials and architectural style used in the 1880s, the
Western Union building is the only extant example of a nineteenth century bank building
in Aberdeen, South Dakota.
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